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Welcome 
Hello and welcome once more all listeners wherever you are at this time. 
On holiday somewhere nice, in the garden or still in the jammies or sitting 
with suit and tie on for our service, a most cheery and blessed welcome to 
you all. And thank you to those who have sent the wee card or text to say 
thank you for the recordings. It is a great encouragement to Stuart and I 
while putting these things together we know that listeners are appreciating 
the work we do. 
 
With that in mind this is the last day for the Requests for next weeks 
broadcast of Kirkgate by Request on the Sunday evening so if you still 
have a request or a wee message of hello or comfort, get it over to Stuart 
right away, well after this service of course. Last time it was great listening 
to all your messages and favourite hymns so come on support that man in 
his venture. Details on the web page.  
 
Please bear in mind those in the parish who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one at this time for funerals are still going on even although I don't 
intimate them.  
 
So shall we come to worship once more and give all the praise honour and 
glory to God. Perhaps I raise more questions than answers in the refection 
today, but they are questions we will wrestle with in the near future so 
please bear with me as we offer our burdens once more to a loving God of 
whom we are going to sing about just after our call to worship that comes 
from  
Psalm 121 a favourite scripture. 
Psalm 121 
A song of ascents. 
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Let us join with the recording singing Love Divine all loves Excelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kirkgate P C. Service   19-7-20 

 

CH4: 519 Love divine 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art ; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, almighty to deliver ; 
let us all thy life receive ; 
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation : 
pure and spotless let us be ; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee, 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
 
Let us join together in prayer across the air waves let us pray. 
 
Loving Lord God it is good for us to come into Your presence and to still 
our hearts before You. As we sit in our homes and other places reach out 
to us and favour us with unity even though we are apart. Lord God there is 
no where You cannot enter, no where You cannot see or hear and so hear 
the worship of Your children now as we pray sing and study Your word of 
life in the scriptures.  
Bless us Father for we come many of us with the sin of worry and fear 
upon us for the future for ourselves and for Your Church. Help us to  
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remember Lord Jesus You are the head of the Church and we will ever be 
the body being obedient to Your sovereign rule over us and that is our joy 
and peace. 
Forgive us Father for these times where we forget the power of Your Holy 
Spirit that is among us and worry about our own weaknesses. Anoint and 
empower us anew to have visions and dreams power to our elbow and 
enthusiasm once more for witness.  
We gather all these thoughts and prayers into one when we say that all 
encompassing prayer Jesus taught when we say together   
 
Our Father 
Who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 
Thy Kingdom come 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 
for Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory 
Forever  
Amen 
 
Our Bible Readings for today come from Acts Chapter 15, The dispute in 
the Church at Antioch and its wise and favourable outcome. 
 
The Meeting at Jerusalem GNT 

15 Some men came from Judea to Antioch and started teaching 
the believers, “You cannot be saved unless you are circumcised as 
the Law of Moses requires.” 2 Paul and Barnabas got into a fierce 
argument with them about this, so it was decided that Paul and 
Barnabas and some of the others in Antioch should go to 
Jerusalem and see the apostles and elders about this matter. 
3 They were sent on their way by the church; and as they went 
through Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported how the Gentiles 
had turned to God; this news brought great joy to all the believers. 
4 When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 
church, the apostles, and the elders, to whom they told all that 
God had done through them. 5 But some of the believers who 
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belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised and told to obey the Law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and the elders met together to consider this 
question. 7 After a long debate Peter stood up and said, “My 
friends, you know that a long time ago God chose me from among 
you to preach the Good News to the Gentiles, so that they could 
hear and believe. 8 And God, who knows the thoughts of everyone, 
showed his approval of the Gentiles by giving the Holy Spirit to 
them, just as he had to us. 9 He made no difference between us 
and them; he forgave their sins because they believed. 10 So then, 
why do you now want to put God to the test by laying a load on the 
backs of the believers which neither our ancestors nor we 
ourselves were able to carry? 11 No! We believe and are saved by 
the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they are.” 
12 The whole group was silent as they heard Barnabas and Paul 
report all the miracles and wonders that God had performed 
through them among the Gentiles. 13 When they had finished 
speaking, James spoke up: “Listen to me, my friends! 14 Simon has 
just explained how God first showed his care for the Gentiles by 
taking from among them a people to belong to him. 15 The words 
of the prophets agree completely with this. As the scripture says, 
16  
‘After this I will return, says the Lord, 
    and restore the kingdom of David. 
I will rebuild its ruins 
    and make it strong again. 
17  
And so all the rest of the human race will come to me, 
    all the Gentiles whom I have called to be my own. 
18  
So says the Lord, who made this known long ago.’ 
19 “It is my opinion,” James went on, “that we should not trouble 
the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead, we should write a 
letter telling them not to eat any food that is ritually unclean 
because it has been offered to idols; to keep themselves from 
sexual immorality; and not to eat any animal that has been 
strangled, or any blood. 21 For the Law of Moses has been read for 
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a very long time in the synagogues every Sabbath, and his words 
are preached in every town.” 
The Letter to the Gentile Believers 
22 Then the apostles and the elders, together with the whole 
church, decided to choose some men from the group and send 
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose two men who 
were highly respected by the believers, Judas, called Barsabbas, 
and Silas, 23 and they sent the following letter by them: 
“We, the apostles and the elders, your brothers, send greetings to 
all our brothers of Gentile birth who live in Antioch, Syria, and 
Cilicia. 
24  
We have heard that some who went from our group have troubled 
and upset you by what they said; they had not, however, received 
any instruction from us. 
25  
And so we have met together and have all agreed to choose some 
messengers and send them to you. They will go with our dear 
friends Barnabas and Paul, 
26  
who have risked their lives in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
27  
We send you, then, Judas and Silas, who will tell you in person the 
same things we are writing. 
28  
The Holy Spirit and we have agreed not to put any other burden on 
you besides these necessary rules: 
29  
    eat no food that has been offered to idols; eat no blood; eat no 
animal that has been strangled; and keep yourselves from sexual 
immorality. You will do well if you take care not to do these things. 
With our best wishes.” 
30 The messengers were sent off and went to Antioch, where they 
gathered the whole group of believers and gave them the letter. 
31 When the people read it, they were filled with joy by the message 
of encouragement. 32 Judas and Silas, who were themselves 
prophets, spoke a long time with them, giving them courage and 
strength. 33 After spending some time there, they were sent off in 
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peace by the believers and went back to those who had sent them. 
34 [a] 
35 Paul and Barnabas spent some time in Antioch, and together 
with many others they taught and preached the word of the Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
 
Let us sing once more  
 
CH4: 466 Before the throne of God Above 
 
Before the throne of God above  
I have a strong, a perfect plea: 
A great high priest, who’s name is Love, 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands,  
My name is written on His heart; 
I know that while in heaven he stands  
No tongue can bid me thence depart,  
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 
When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look, and see Him there  
Who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Saviour died,  
My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God, the just, is satisfied  
To look on Him and pardon me,  
To look on Him and pardon me. 
 
Behold Him there! The risen Lamb,  
My perfect, spotless Righteousness,  
The great unchangeable I AM,  
The King of glory and of grace! 
One with himself I cannot die:  
My soul is purchased by his blood, 
My life is hid with Christ on high,  
With Christ, my Saviour and my God, 
With Christ, my Saviour and my God. 
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Reflection - Discord and Unity 
 
Our Praise Band members have been recording music for the streamed 
services at West Kilbride Parish Church as some of you might have heard 
and seen - usually there is a lovely accompanying shot of Arran and Goat Fell 
across the sea with the words on the screen. We record the pieces of music 
at home and someone who is very crafty that way puts all the recording 
together and makes them sound like we were all in the same room. We 
cannot all play with each other over a zoom meeting because of the time 
lapse in the internet to all the different houses. There your technical lesson of 
the day. The point is this - when we try and all say the Lord’s Prayer while on 
the computer screen we are all out of time with each other. If we try and song 
we get a very discordant racket. we are in effect all singing from the same 
hymn sheet but in different ways perhaps different time zones. I think I am the 
one singing the right way and another might think the same. But we are all 
out of kilter.  
I was thinking this week about the situation we all find ourselves in with the 
closure of the churches because of the pandemic of Covid 19. The feeling 
that things wont ever be the same, all out of kilter. And I got to looking at the 
early Christian church and the theological arguments that formed some of the 
fundamental aspects of how they should conduct themselves. I began to think 
a bit about what the future must hold for us  -  do we just expect to go back to 
the same old,same old? Was that really that good? Some things were of 
course they were, fellowship and worship with brothers and sisters in Christ is 
wonderful.  
But is there a way to go deeper that we can think about witnessing away from 
church buildings. Buildings that although beautiful can be a worry and a 
distraction draining all our energies and money? Well of course there will be a 
return to some form of service in the buildings we have, but many churches 
across this nation might not open again as they might have been on their last 
legs before the Covid 19 virus hit and now they are a light that might flicker 
and die. But then again over this lock down other lights have sprung up and 
we know full well that God will never let His bride go dull and die. His bride 
the church is His pride and joy as Christians come to worship. New wells of 
Spiritual power can and do rise up and bring light again in the darkest places. 
 
The arguments over custom and tradition must have been sharp between 
Jew and gentile threatening to create a split in the very embryo of the church 
planting had not wisdom and the input of the Holy Spirit, no doubt, been to 
hand. 
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The early Christian Church were all united in Christ Jesus as the Messiah 
and Saviour. All would be baptised into the faith, all would try and follow 
Jesus as disciples, but all would not want to share because of differences of 
tradition, culture and dogma. Some Jewish incomers presumably from up in 
Jerusalem, came to the Church at Antioch saying to the gentiles who had 
become Christians must follow the Mosaic Law and be circumcised and do all 
things as they do especially watching what they eat that it is kosher. If not 
they would lose all the salvation they thought they had.  
 
Paul and Barnabas argued vigorously against this, but there became stale 
mate and the risk that the early church would split or just become another 
sect of Judaism. The question rankled enough that it was decided that Paul 
and Barnabas and some others should go and take their appeals to the 
Elders and Apostles in Jerusalem the head church to iron out these 
fundamental differences. 
 
Some of the converts from the Pharisees were insisting that the gentiles must 
become Jews and observe all that God had given them as His chosen people 
before they could be saved.  
Paul and Barnabas argued that what had been happening was that the Holy 
Spirit had come on the gentiles as well and that they were being saved for all 
to witness. Paul called himself the apostle to there gentiles as was his calling 
by none other than Jesus himself. 
 
Peter argued the same for 10 years before he had gone to the house of 
Cornelius and his family who had asked for him to go  to him having been 
called by God.  
Peter remember was astonished that in Cornelius’ household they all came to 
faith and were baptised in the Spirit and now he reminds the Church elders of 
that. Acts 10 
James the Just, the brother of Jesus who was seemingly the head of the 
Jerusalem Church had wisdom enough not to over burden new believers with 
all the demands of a law, that to be frank, no one could measure up to. Jesus 
death on the cross and resurrection would mean little if they all just went back 
to the same old same old and struggled along. 
 
 Jesus came to bring salvation through the grace and love of God for 
humanity steeped in sin. It was then by grace that all can be saved, not 
through observance of the law and trying to do works to satisfy the Father in 
Heaven. Thus the wise answer to the conundrum would keep the brethren 
together. It was decided that if the gentiles could come a little way toward 
observance of certain things that would appease the Jews among them then 
both would get on well. Stop living like gentiles in the ways of how they 
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perhaps were more liberal with sex, how they strangled or garrotted their 
livestock at slaughter and how they should not receive and eat the left over 
meat from the altar of idols. This seems a fairly light package and the church 
in Antioch were delighted with it.  
The Jerusalem church sent a letter to that church, yet as the written word 
carried authority it was even better to hear it from the lips of those who were 
to accompany the parties back to Antioch.  
Silas who later became a traveling missionary on Pauls later travels and 
Judas called Barsabbus obviously two high ranking men in the church. 
 
Discord in the church fixed, at least until the next row and the next. But it got 
me thinking of the plans even the Church of Scotland, our  Presbytery are 
making just now. Of course we are not arguing about the very fundamentals 
of theology. We have lived with the precepts promoted and preached by Paul 
for centuries that we are saved by grace along. But what of the unrest among 
our churches at this time? The worry of how we should go forth from here? 
Who says what we should do? Some churches will be under threat, others 
struggling in certain areas. Kirkgate Parish Church lies at the heart of a 
priority area, what is the meaning of that for the future?  
Can we look differently at how the church does mission? 
 Although we were cosy and comfortable and very devout in our observance 
of worship will the congregation accept change that must follow? Sooner or 
later Kirkgate Parish Church will have a minister someone to lead and to 
guide. Hopefully a light that will shine in the community and draw souls 
towards Christ. Its a big ask but a challenge that must be met not just for 
Kirkgate Parish, but across the land. We have started (and I say we for the 
time being for I have been with you now for over a year and half) with CHANA 
and the fact that there are some visitors who sometimes used to pop in for a 
warm cuppa and had to endure my preaching. 
  
To the Jews at Antioch such rulings as came from Jerusalem would have 
been radical. Well beyond the thinking of a people raised to believe they were 
the only ones God would come to and save. Used to thinking that gentiles 
would have to convert to Judaism and even then be like branches that were 
grafted on to the main plant. Paul almost says so to the Romans. 11 verses 
17-21. 
 
We may have changes and challenges forced upon us or by divine 
intervention if you believe it happens that way. Are we ready as a Church for 
the new or different ways, the more radical shake up ways that we might 
face? Christianity is not about ruts and comfort. Never could it be said that 
Jesus brought and easy time for the sinner. Conversion can be a hard 
business, throwing off the things we may have loved that ultimately were bad 
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for us and taking on the light mantel, the yoke of obedience to Christ and His 
teachings that leads towards eternity and peace.  
 
It then behoves us not just corporately as churches to grab the ways of the 
Lord anew but to consider where we are with God personally. What do we 
need to change in our lives? What is holding us back or what are we clinging 
to in fear? How has ‘lock-down affected our Spirits?  
Are we eager for the future, to see ministers, Deacons, Readers and all 
coming forth from Colleges of Divinity with a view to taking the church forward 
as we keep saying. Never was there a more poignant time to get behind your 
minister and support him or her with fervour for they were tired before lock-
down and then they have been riding the wave of technology with hardly a 
break for the last 4 months and still keeping up the pastoral work and 
funerals. Friends - Love your minister, he or she was called by God to serve 
and to be served. Honour that calling for to rise against the minister is to rise 
against God and we know that leads no where but discontent and discord. 
Gets us all out of kilter. 
Listen, can we change radically without fear as the Holy Spirit is with us, then 
maybe do we even need to?  
In all things, then, that we need to look at over the coming months we might 
get on our knees in earnest prayer like never before, we will need guidance 
and direction like never we thought.  
God has a plan we must always remember that for it is His will that should be 
steering us.  
Jer. 29:11 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
 
If we are to be about maintenance of the tradition and not about reformation 
once more in a reformed church then like the lights and embers of the fire 
after dark we might flicker and die. But with the power of the Holy Spirit to 
draw on and a vision for the future beyond mere words, there is always hope 
of better things to come. God putting the right people in the right places to 
harvest the mission fields with our help. 
Let us then, take our appeal to God in the highest for we might be at a point 
of stale mate on what to do for the better as a church and personally knowing 
the Holy Spirit will come to us to accompany God’s direction and lead us to 
new pastures by the quiet waters of contentment and obedience to our own 
dear calling. Discord will then be banished in favour of complete harmony and 
unity of purpose. 
Amen 
 
Let us pray our prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession. 
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Our loving Lord in Your grace and mercy hear these the prayers of Your 
children in Christ now as we bring our prayers of thanksgiving and 
intercession for You are our God who answers prayers in Your perfect 
timing and in accordance with Your will. 
Father in Heaven we thank You that the Covid 19 death rate and infection 
rate are reducing in Scotland and across the united Kingdom, but Father 
our hearts are troubled by the steep rise in many countries even so. 
Especially those poor countries with little provision for medical care. Even 
those countries that have good medical facilities. So Lord God we bring 
Yemen, African States, South America, the USA and areas in Asia and the 
East to You now in prayer and ask that You quell the rise of the virus and 
in You providence have resources made available where they are needed 
at the sharpest point of the pandemic. Help all countries to deal with spikes 
in the infection and to eradicate the disease and price a vaccine. 
 
Lord God we continue to pray for all as we enter the phases of relief from 
lock down, we pray for businesses, for worship centres including one own 
churches and places where people gather. In Your love and concern for us 
Lord protect us from infection as we try to gain some form of social 
interaction again. Father we miss our brothers and sisters in Christ even 
although there is a great amount of technology available to us to stream 
services. Help us get back together again and to find Your calling waiting 
for us to move forward in witness and mission.  
 
We pray for our young ones who will soon be getting back to school after a 
long time away. Protect them Father and stir them to want to learn to know 
that they are valued and any learning lost will be caught up and quickly.  
 
We remember the shut in shielding and elderly who might be afraid to 
return to church or even to venture out the door. Abba Father be near them 
today bringing peace to their hearts. We pray for those who have lost loved 
ones recently and some time ago and their hearts are still sore for their 
loss. Comfort them and heal their wounded hearts Father that some joy 
may return once more to their lives. 
 
For ourselves Lord we pray for guidance as we await or answer Your 
calling. Be plain Lord, make it clear and loud how we should unite in being 
Your Church recognising the need to follow and focus once more on Jesus 
and to lay down old tools that are broken and useless for the new tasks 
You ordain. 
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And so Lord God as we come to a close we bring to You our prayers for 
the world and for the individual now in our short time of personal prayer. 
 
………… 
Abba Father You have been good to us, You have blessed us with much 
and we thank You and lay these humble prayers of the heart before Your 
throne of grace for we bring them in Jesus name and for His sake. 
Amen 
   
 
CH4 465 Be Thou my Vision. 
 
Be thou my Vision,  
O Lord of my heart ; 
naught be all else to me,  
save that thou art ; 
thou my best thought  
in the day or the night, 
waking or sleeping,  
thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my Wisdom,  
be thou my true Word ; 
I ever with thee,  
and thou with me, Lord ; 
thou my great Father :  
thine own I would be ; 
thou in me dwelling,  
and I one with thee. 
 
Be thou my breastplate,  
my sword for the fight ; 
be thou my dignity,  
thou my delight, 
thou my soul’s shelter,  
and thou my high tower ; 
raise thou me heavenward,  
O Power of my power. 
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Riches I heed not,  
nor earth’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance,  
now and always ; 
thou, and thou only,  
the first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven,  
my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of Heaven,  
after victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys,  
O bright heaven’s sun ! 
Heart of my own heart,  
whatever befall, 
still be my Vision,  
O Ruler of all. 
 
Thank you again for listening in and please return soon. Keep safe and 
well. 
 
Let us here the words of the blessings 
Let us go with joy and peace remembering our calling of a loving Heavenly 
Father and may the blessing of God the Father Son and Holy Spirit be with 
us all now and forever,  
Amen 


