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Opening Voluntary: Voluntary in F: Boëllmann 
 
Welcome 
Hello and welcome once more all listeners wherever ye may be, to our 
short reflective audio service for the 19th of July 2020. Stuart and I have 
been faithfully putting these broadcast on since lock down started back in 
March and now at last we begin to see a little light at the end of the tunnel 
and one day God willing we will see each other face to face, but that might 
be a few weeks away yet, so hang in there.  
Keep strong and keep the faith. 
Those of you who could view the West Kilbride service last week will have 
seen the new Moderator of the General Assembly the Rev. Dr Martin Fair 
talk on our identity as Christians and the follow up is our Christian purpose 
so seek that out as well. 
 
But let us worship and give all the praise honour and glory to God, but let 
us also use our time here to ponder things about ourselves, about our 
relationship with God, about our need to always know the road home when 
we stray. 
Psalm 5 New Century Version says this  
11 But let everyone who trusts you be happy; 
    let them sing glad songs forever. 
Protect those who love you 
    and who are happy because of you. 
12 Lord, you bless those who do what is right; 
    you protect them like a soldier’s shield. 
 
Our opening Hymn today looks to our empty hands as we approach the 
throne of mercy, so let us sing with gladness  
 
CH4 553 Just as I am without one plea. 
 
Just as I am, without one plea 
but that your blood was shed for me, 
and that you call us, ‘Come to me’, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
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Just as I am you will receive, 
will welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve ; 
because your promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am - your love unknown 
has broken every barrier down - 
now to be yours, and yours alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, of that free love 
the breadth, length, depth,  
and height to prove, 
here for a season, then above - 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Close your eyes, bow your heads in reverence and pray with me these 
words as we approach the Lord for He is Holy and Righteous. 
 
Loving Lord God we come just as we are sitting where we live, into Your 
presence this day knowing that when we cannot feel You near  
You are always near by Your Spirit.  
Father in Heaven through all we have witnessed over the last few months 
during our lock down we say thank you  
for the loving caring God You are.  
We live in the blessing of Your grace and mercy.  
Your love knows no bounds when You seek the lost heart.  
Open the way afresh for us Lord that we might see You and hear You 
clearly and that the joy of being Your children will come home to us like a 
warmth glowing through and through. 
We thank You once more for Jesus coming to be with us. Walking with us 
no matter who we are and what we fall into.  
Rescue us anew Father God from the mire of sin that wrecks lives and 
leaves us feeling bereft of Your love.  
We come Abba Father just as we are and await Your blessing once more 
for we pray in the comforting name of Jesus who taught us to pray our 
familiar prayer  
and so let us, with glad hearts, repeat it together now when we all say  
Our Father 
Who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 
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Thy Kingdom come 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 
for Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory 
Forever  
Amen 
 
Our Bible Readings for today come from Luke Chapter 15, sometimes 
described as the Gospel within the Gospel and recount Jesus telling of the 
lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son coming home to the loving father. 
 
Luke Chapter 15 verse 1- 32 and Deirdre and I will read for you. 
 
The Lost Sheep 

15 One day when many tax collectors and other outcasts came to 
listen to Jesus, 2 the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law started 
grumbling, “This man welcomes outcasts and even eats with 
them!” 3 So Jesus told them this parable: 
4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them—what do you do? You leave the other ninety-nine sheep in 
the pasture and go looking for the one that got lost until you find it. 
5 When you find it, you are so happy that you put it on your 
shoulders 6 and carry it back home. Then you call your friends and 
neighbors together and say to them, ‘I am so happy I found my lost 
sheep. Let us celebrate!’ 7 In the same way, I tell you, there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine respectable people who do not need to repent. 
 
 
The Lost Coin 
8 “Or suppose a woman who has ten silver coins loses one of 
them—what does she do? She lights a lamp, sweeps her house, 
and looks carefully everywhere until she finds it. 9 When she finds 
it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, and says to them, ‘I 
am so happy I found the coin I lost. Let us celebrate!’ 10 In the 



Kirkgate P C. Service   19-7-20 

 

same way, I tell you, the angels of God rejoice over one sinner who 
repents.” 
 
 
11 Jesus went on to say, “There was once a man who had two 
sons. 12 The younger one said to him, ‘Father, give me my share of 
the property now.’ So the man divided his property between his 
two sons. 13 After a few days the younger son sold his part of the 
property and left home with the money. He went to a country far 
away, where he wasted his money in reckless living. 14 He spent 
everything he had. Then a severe famine spread over that country, 
and he was left without a thing. 15 So he went to work for one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him out to his farm to take 
care of the pigs. 16 He wished he could fill himself with the bean 
pods the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything to eat. 17 At last 
he came to his senses and said, ‘All my father's hired workers have 
more than they can eat, and here I am about to starve! 18 I will get 
up and go to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against God 
and against you. 19 I am no longer fit to be called your son; treat 
me as one of your hired workers.”’ 20 So he got up and started 
back to his father. 
“He was still a long way from home when his father saw him; his 
heart was filled with pity, and he ran, threw his arms around his 
son, and kissed him. 21 ‘Father,’ the son said, ‘I have sinned 
against God and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your 
son.’ 22 But the father called to his servants. ‘Hurry!’ he said. ‘Bring 
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes 
on his feet. 23 Then go and get the prize calf and kill it, and let us 
celebrate with a feast! 24 For this son of mine was dead, but now 
he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.’ And so the 
feasting began. 
25 “In the meantime the older son was out in the field. On his way 
back, when he came close to the house, he heard the music and 
dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him, 
‘What's going on?’ 27 ‘Your brother has come back home,’ the 
servant answered, ‘and your father has killed the prize calf, 
because he got him back safe and sound.’ 28 The older brother 
was so angry that he would not go into the house; so his father 
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came out and begged him to come in. 29 But he spoke back to his 
father, ‘Look, all these years I have worked for you like a slave, and 
I have never disobeyed your orders. What have you given me? Not 
even a goat for me to have a feast with my friends! 30 But this son 
of yours wasted all your property on prostitutes, and when he 
comes back home, you kill the prize calf for him!’ 31 ‘My son,’ the 
father answered, ‘you are always here with me, and everything I 
have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be happy, because 
your brother was dead, but now he is alive; he was lost, but now he 
has been found.’” 
 
 
 
Reflection. - God’s Treasure Hunt 
Have you ever felt lost. Or lost something valuable. These terrible 
memories stay with you don't they. I remember at age 3 or 4 leaving the 
house on the farm to go down the road to try and find my dad. I set out 
confident, I’m sure, but 50 yards from the house I met a cross roads and 
was lost. I was bawling my eyes out then I felt my big sisters hand on my 
arm taking me back home. How secure and safe that felt to a wee tot. It 
must have been quite traumatic for it lives with me to this day. That awful 
feeling of being lost. 
The three parables we read earlier are describing things and people being 
lost are meant to be read together. We should not take them out of 
context. 
 
The one lost sheep from the flock, the lost and found coin, the prodigal son 
who was lost and accepted back by the loving father. 
 
Although we haven't time to dissect each and each could form a separate 
sermon or reflection, I will take them as intended as a whole and raise 
some points you can reflect on over the week. 
  
Although the parables seem to say the same they are distinctly different in 
essence. There are three lost things as I said. If we see that the sheep 
went lost through foolishness or ignorance, the coin was lost through no 
fault of its own and the prodigal son went lost by choice, deliberately 
turning his back on God. The three ways of being lost one might say.   
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Of chapter 15 Professor William Barclay puts it this way. 
 
There is no chapter of the New Testament so well known and so dearly loved 
as the fifteenth chapter of Luke’s gospel. It has been called ‘the gospel in the 
gospel’, as if it contained the very distilled essence of the good news which 
Jesus came to tell. 
 Barclay, W. (2001). The Gospel of Luke (p. 236). Louisville, KY; London: 
Westminster John Knox Press. 
 
 
 
Jesus points these parables clearly at the Pharisees and scribes who have 
been criticising Him for meeting up with and socialising with the less 
reputable characters of society.  
Tax collectors, sometimes called publicans, prostitutes and other unclean 
people as judged by these holy men. 
You’ll remember we touched on this a little last week when we thought of 
the parable of the sower. Some seed that was lost. In that parable the 
farmer walked away from the lost seed, no help there. Yet Jesus points out 
in these parables we read in Luke's gospel that there is one and a host in 
Heaven who are delighted and rejoices when a sinner is saved into the 
Kingdom.  
  
Of course the parables are stories, not necessarily true, but are  
metaphorical analogies, stories with a high moral or spiritual lesson in 
them. Painted stories almost that if the Pharisees understood them would 
raise their ire. In fact some parables they did understand that were pointed 
at their pious and intolerant behaviour while they practiced a rigid law 
based religion that seemed to lack compassion and love. 
 
All three parables seem to say the same thing, but they are subtly different. 
Yes they all result in the same thing. God finding us. God desiring us to 
love His son Jesus. God chasing us by His Spirit - ever little single lost 
soul. None too worthless to just forget about and leave behind. 
 
You might say the lost sheep that wandered off deserved all it got, but the 
shepherd not content with the other 99 sets out to find it. God cares so 
much for us that even when we become distracted and wander off He is 
calling us to come home,  
His Spirit is by our side hoping to lead us back. That one sinner brought 
home seems to be worth more than all the other 99 pious souls that think 
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they are close to God in their ways. The Pharisees might be described as 
the 99 holy people. But God goes after the one sinner, judged worthless by 
the others. 
The lost silver drachma, a days wages in value, fallen from the wedding 
headdress of the woman, perhaps, would lie in the straw like a needle in a 
haystack. This was a poor house as there was little if any windows. She 
had to light a torch to find the coin and she searched diligently until it was 
found.  
The poor soul lost through no fault of its own hunted down by the saving 
grace of the Father. Even into the dark dingy corners of life. Salvation 
offered through the Son Jesus for all poor souls in such a scenario. 
Beleaguered and mystified by their plight and their empty life.  
Lost and feeling like they will never be found.  
But God is persistent in His calling.  
In touching hearts.  
He prepares the soil of the poor lost soul that you and I Christians will then 
touch that person also and lead Him or her to Christ and to fulfilment of his 
or her purpose. Such joy in Heaven at the one lost soul being found. It 
seems that one lost coin was worth more to the woman than all the rest 
and it was important enough to engage a whole throng of people and 
neighbours to come and rejoice and celebrate its recovery. Such is the 
rejoicing also in Heaven at one lost sinner being saved. 
 
And the son who asked for his third part of the fathers inheritance took off 
to a world full of short term excitement and selfishness. When all his 
money was spent up and he was destitute it was then he came to his 
senses and returned, chastened, home only to find his loving father 
running to him to embrace him and bring him back in to the household. 
Much to the anger of the older son who complained to the father in 
understandable ways of the world. He could not even say my brother, but 
called him - your son.  
He had been loyal and faithful and never was given a goat never mind the 
fatted calf or celebration this younger brother was to experience despite 
his fallen ways.  
The Pharisees could stand and complain to God that they had been faithful 
to the law, but so blinded by their own selfishness that they missed the 
point of sacrificial love. The older son was no better than the younger, but 
the younger had come asking forgiveness and there the banquet would 
begin in his favour.  
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Three lost souls all returning or being found. All welcomed by God and 
brought back into the fold with care and compassion. I said last week - 
thank goodness for the saints that will accept us as we are.  
 
Jesus teaching here would be astonishing to the Jews who heard it. They 
could not contemplate of a God who would come searching for you. They 
might have some idea that a person grovelling in a pitiful way before God 
might find forgiveness, but not of a God who is so loving to come running 
with open arms, to set the whole of Heaven - the angels alight in praise 
and rejoicing over one earthly soul. Their God was not like that and we 
need to remember God is like that. He will search for your heart, will you 
hear Him call? 
Maybe we feel a bit lost today because of our isolation. Maybe we have 
had too long to sit in the house and remember and think of things. Maybe 
we might even be feeling we have strayed from God, or something or 
someone had taken us unwittingly away from the faith, maybe even we 
have been angry at God and turned away to live once more in the world 
just as we may have done before we met Jesus and let Him rule our hearts 
by His Spirit.  
These are all places you and I have been, Christians and no  Christians 
alike at some stage in our lives. Now is the time to bring them in prayer to 
the cross of redemption once more knowing that Jesus will welcome us as 
we welcome Him and we can come back into the strong arms of the Lord. 
 
 We can be restored to our rightful place, or brought into that Kingdom 
place for the first time, with all the other valuable souls and we can find 
true and lasting forgiveness offered to all humanity by a loving God who 
offers eternal life as a reward. Who offers peace and purpose, joy and 
fulfilment for a life dangling on the end of its tether. 
I  the hope that where ever you are friends whether true believers or those 
fallen from grace you will find your true place in the Kingdom here on earth 
until such time as you go to live in glory with our Heavenly Lord. 
Jesus gave His love freely - salvation freely, hope freely for life everlasting 
and joy in our hearts for today. He hunts us down like we would hunt any 
treasure we love. For God hunts you to treasure you to his bosom. Let us 
then remember others that we too can lead them, lost though they might 
be, as treasured souls into the loving arms of Jesus. 

Jesus love that can defeat human folly, the seduction of the tempting 
voices, and even the deliberate rebellion of the heart. 
 
Amen 
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God Forgave My Sin In Jesus’ Name 
I’ve Been Born Again In Jesus’ Name 
And In Jesus’ Name I Come To You 
To Share His Love As He Told Me To 
 
He Said: ‘Freely, Freely, You Have Received 
Freely, Freely Give 
Go In My Name, And Because You Believe 
Others Will Know That I Live.’ 
 
All Power Is Given In Jesus’ Name 
In Earth And Heaven In Jesus’ Name 
And In Jesus’ Name I Come To You 
To Share His Power As He Told Me To 
 
He Said: ‘Freely, Freely, You Have Received 
Freely, Freely Give 
Go In My Name, And Because You Believe 
Others Will Know That I Live.’ 
 
Let us pray our prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession. 
Our loving Lord God who rules from Heaven.  
Who hears from Heaven,  
who hears clearly beside us this day.  
We thank You Lord God for walking with us, sharing in our sorrows and 
joys in life. For guiding gently by Your Spirit and looking out for all who are 
lost. 
 
 You care for the very smallest person crying out for hope and love. Thank 
You Lord God that You are a forgiving merciful gracious being and that 
through Your Son Jesus we might know more of You  
for through the Son we see the Father. 
Lord for our worries this day we meet together in Spirit wherever we are 
and bring before You our prayers for others. 
 
We continue to pray for all those caught up in the Corona Virus pandemic. 
Father God we are tired of the word Covid or the word Corona.  
We live it  
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fear it  
hear of it every moment of every day.  
Now we pray Lord remove it from humanity. Be merciful unto us Lord stay 
the hand of evil in this world that would kill and destroy.  
Comfort,  
heal  
and restore the many who have fallen because of it. 
 
We pray continually Lord for all those working for our health and well 
being. Who put their lives on the line daily, hourly for others. Bless them 
with protection and courage. Help them overcome the mental traumas they 
witness ever day on their wards, in their homes and places of care. 
 
Loving Lord God we pray for our ministers and worship leader who have 
been called into Your Kingdom work here on earth. We pray especially for 
our ministers who are trying to take a well earned break at this time of 
school holidays. Bless them with rest, with revitalisation and renewed 
energy for the tasks and challenges still facing us as a church 
denomination of the Church of Scotland.  
We pray for all denominations that truly profess Jesus Christ Lord and 
Saviour and who died for our sins, rose again from the dark pit of death to 
ascend in light to the Father’s side that we might have that clearly lit 
pathway to the Father’s heart through the grace of God. 
 
Lord we remember the children, on holiday now after lock down and being 
shut out from school and seeing their friends. Bless them also Father that 
they might not have lasting mental effects because of all the strange things 
they have been through over the last few months with worried parents and 
teachers around them, boredom and apathy when it came to school work 
and a malaise of hopelessness with the world in general.  
Rekindle the childlike fire in their hearts to be the vibrant, noisy bunch that 
we know and love, who have life’s energy to hand to call on with 
eagerness to learn and to experience everything and anything that they 
see and hear. Bless our youngsters with hope for a better world than the 
one we leave them with. 
 
Lord God our prayers seem localised today for their are many things that 
wear us down just here beside us, but we cannot forget the world at large 
and the problems facing people all over Your wonderful created world.  
Lack of food and water,  
lack of security,  
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shelter and a warm loving family.  
So much suffering and deprivation goes beyond anything we have 
experienced, perhaps, and always pushes us to put our troubles into some 
sort of perspective.  
Gracious Lord God we pray that You will bring provision to those who 
struggle for survival in the shape of food, clean water, shelter and love. 
Stay the hand of war and violence that we can all share in the bounty of 
the goodness You provide for us. 
With all these things in mind and many others we remember in our prayer 
today those we love and who are going through bad or sad times right now 
and ask that You hear from Heaven as we bring our own silent and spoken 
prayers to you now in this short space……. 
 
Abba Father You have heard the prayers of Your children, hear from 
heaven and come close, stay by us and by those we have prayed for as 
we bring these our spoken and silent prayers of the heart to You in the 
precious name of Jesus. 
Amen  
 
 
 
How we remember God’s grace that rests upon us through all we 
encounter on the road of life. Let us return our wonder in that old favourite 
yet very poignant hymn 
 
CH4 555 Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch 
like me. 
 
Amazing grace - how sweet the sound – 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 And grace will lead me home. 
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The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures ; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 
 
 
Thank you for listening in and please return again. Keep safe and well. 
 
Let us here the words of the blessings 
Let us go with joy and peace remembering the grace and love of God 
poured out for us as we travel lives road this week and may the blessing of 
God the Father Son and Holy Spirit be with us all now and always,  
Amen 


