
 

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church, Service Recording 
28th June 2020. (Brian Murray Locum Minister) Please excuse the grammar, 
punctuation and speling, these transcripts are usually never seen by the congregation! 
 
Opening Voluntary   
Opening voluntary - Ashokan Farewell by Jay Ungar 
 
Hello and welcome to this recording for the 28th June 2020, The fourth  
Sunday after Pentecost. So again a very warm welcome whether you are 
visiting or are a regular listener on the web site, phone-in, or recorded 
memory sticks I do hope, as always, that this wee recording cheers you up a 
bit in this time of continued lock down and shielding and you feel blessed as 
we worship together. 
 
Now the opening voluntary Stuart played today was as above 
 
Let me announce once more the up and coming new broadcast for the 5th 
July at 7pm. There are a number of other reflective services at that time also 
and if you are streaming them remember the Request Broadcast will remain 
on the web site to be listened to later. 
 
Stuart has put this together and need your requests and messages to friends 
and relatives.  
Send any messages by email to a new email address - 
requests@kirkgatechurch.org.uk , or contact either Stuart or Brian by phone 
or by traditional mail - details are in the Kirkgate Messenger. The first episode 
will be broadcast on Sunday 5th July and you might have missed getting stuff 
in for this Sunday evening but it can be used in the next broadcast. 
 
The recording should be accessible on the phone as well as the web site and 
Stuart is looking into that now. So look out for that recording to come. I’ll 
mention it again next Sunday.  
 
 
But first,  let us begin our worship today as always with a short few seconds 
of silence just  to calm our hearts and prepare for worship in the Spirit where 
ever we are at the moment. Whatever room you are sitting in with tea or 
coffee and toast in hand. Just relax for a few minutes in the presence of 
Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Our call to worship is  
Psalm 91 verses 1 and 2 
 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 
 
Our opening praise today is taken from CH4 129  
 
CH4 129 The Lord is King lift up your voice.  
 
The Lord is King ! lift up your voice ! 
Let earth and all the heavens rejoice. 
From world to world the joy shall ring, 
‘The Lord omnipotent is King ! ’ 
 
The Lord is King ! who then shall dare 
resist his will, distrust his care, 
or murmur at his wise decrees, 
or doubt his royal promises ? 
 
The Lord is King ! child of the dust, 
the judge of all the earth is just ; 
holy and true are all his ways : 
let every creature speak his praise. 
 
Come, make your wants, your burdens known ; 
Christ will present them at the throne ; 
for he is at the Father’s side, 
the Man of Love, the Crucified. 
 
One Lord, one empire, all secures ; 
he reigns, and life and death are yours : 
through earth and heaven one song shall ring, 
‘The Lord omnipotent is King ! ’ 
 
Josiah Conder (1789–1855) from Psalm 148 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 129 

 
 
 
 
 
Shall we join our hearts and minds in prayer  - let us pray 
 



 

 

Loving Lord God, as we bow in Your presence once more in our private 
places where right now we praise you with all our hearts, souls minds and 
strength.  
 
We give to You, our creator and keeper of all things, our blessing and honour 
and we glorify Your name for You are a Good God. A God of love and 
compassion, who lifts the weak and poorly.  
 
You are our fortress in times of trouble, You are a Holy God and righteous 
God who reigns in Heaven, who reigns here in our hearts. 
  
Father God we are aware that You call us all who love Jesus to follow Your 
purposes for us, saved by grace alone and saved to do good works we raise 
our voices in adoration of Your thoughtfulness and direction. 
 
And yet Father in following Jesus we struggle at times to know and to carry 
out the purpose You have set us.  
To go and love this world and bring souls to the cross of Jesus for 
forgiveness and redemption.  
We tarry long in thought,  
we procrastinate in doubt and we shy away in fear. 
  
Father forgive us and restore us as Jesus restored Peter the disciple, that we 
may once more love Your sheep, feed Your sheep and lead them to the safe 
places with Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 
 
Now as we sit in Your presence hear us Father as we pray that all embracing 
prayer Jesus taught His disciples as we say together… 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven, 
Give us this day our daily bread 
 and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors, 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory  
for ever  
Amen. 
 
 
Our Scripture Readings 
Let us hear the word of the Lord taken from the NIV translation. 
 



 

 

Genesis 22:1-14 New International Version (NIV) 
Abraham Tested 
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a 
mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took 
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 
wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 
4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 
5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go 
over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went 
on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an 
altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him 
on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from 
heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now 
I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, 
your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[a] caught by its 
horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. 
And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 
Footnotes: 
 a Genesis 22:13 Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan 

Pentateuch, Septuagint and Syriac; most manuscripts of the Masoretic 
Text a ram behind him 

 
Let us sing once more  
 
 
 
 



 

 

CH4 513 Courage brother do not stumble  
 
Courage, brother ! do not stumble, 
though your path be dark as night ; 
there’s a star to guide the humble : 
trust in God, and do the right. 
Let the road be rough and dreary, 
and its end far out of sight ; 
foot it bravely ; strong or weary, 
trust in God, trust in God,  
trust in God, and do the right. 
 
Perish policy and cunning, 
perish all that fears the light ! 
Whether losing, whether winning, 
trust in God, and do the right. 
Some will hate you, some will love you, 
some will flatter, some will slight ; 
heed them not, and look above you : 
trust in God, trust in God,  
trust in God, and do the right. 
 
Simple rule and safest guiding, 
inward peace and inward might, 
star upon our path abiding, 
trust in God and do the right. 
Courage, sister ! do not stumble, 
though your path be dark as night ; 
there’s a star to guide the humble : 
trust in God, trust in God,  
trust in God, and do the right. 
 
Norman MacLeod (1812–1872)(alt.) 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 513 
 
 
 
My Reflection today is entitled: Trusting God for the ram 
 
We all struggle at times with trust. Especially when there are so many scams 
and dodgy emails or telephone calls out there all trying to trap us. All 
sounding absolutely honest and people with very persuasive voices.  
 
Perhaps we tell half truths, ourselves, if we are frightened, we might take 
something that we desire that is not ours and deny it. Last week I mentioned 
Sarah, Abraham’s wife, who lied to the Lord that she had not laughed when 
He prophesied that she was to have Isaac her son at the old age of 90. Yet 
she had laughed behind the flap of the tent. 
  



 

 

There is a real issue in scripture with people lacking in trust. Just think of the 
story of the Exodus and all the moaning an anger at Moses (really indirectly 
at God) who brought freedom from slavery and led the people out of Egypt -  
all the moaning about lack of food and water and yet our faithful God 
provided. 
 
• Not trusting God,  
• not trusting Jesus or taking Him at His word.  
 
Such lack of trust brings disobedience and a weakening faith as well. We 
might not want to go and do anything or say anything in support of the 
Kingdom of God if we cannot trust that the Spirit of God goes with us.  
 
That is the crux of this passage here today. Not a lack of trust, quite the 
opposite, a deep and unquestioning trust in God and His will. Abraham’s 
unquestioning obedience to the will of God for He trusted Him with life itself. 
He began trusting when God called him out of Harran to move with all His 
family and belongings over the fertile crescent to settle in Canaan. Gen 12 
verse 4. 
 
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife 
Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the 
people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, 
and they arrived there. 
 
When we have that deep trust we will sacrifice our greatest gift for God when 
He asks. Move to a place or embrace a purpose He has set for us. 
 
If we believe that God only works for our good no matter how unreasonable 
or strange the calling, then we will trust Him to do just that. Now I’m not 
talking about blind faith, or blind trust, but a positive choice to do what God 
urges or wants and to do it willingly and with joy knowing He will come 
through in the end. 

 
Proverbs 3:5  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. 
 
This passage from  Genesis is one that is suggested in the lectionary for the 
Church for this 4th Sunday after Pentecost. It is a very strong theological 
gauge for faith, but like many of the more challenging stories in the Bible I 



 

 

and no doubt many others, have struggled with it all my Christian life. So I 
lean not on my own understanding, but have to trust in God for His ways are 
not ours. 
 
 Perhaps you have too been thinking that God would test Abraham this way. 
It seems the ultimate cruelty to do so and goes against the image one holds 
of a loving father in Heaven. Even a Father in Heaven who gave Abraham 
and Sarah this son Isaac whom He said He would make a covenant with and 
whose offspring would be populating the world. 
Gen 17 
19 Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will 
call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting 
covenant for his descendants after him. 
 
But I then stop and think. We are looking at a 5000 year old culture. We are 
trying to read this scripture through the lens of 2020 and of course it is 
appalling to us. But in Abrahams time human sacrifice was a common ritual in 
Canaan and beyond in pagan societies. Child sacrifice was detested by the 
Jews, but still lingered on into the time of the Kings of Israel and Judah with 
those with pagan Gods to appease like Molech or Baal. 
 
So Abraham obeys God’s command to offer His son Isaac as a burnt offering 
on a mountain that God will show Him at the place of Moriah, which became 
Jerusalem, a 2 or 3 day walk from Beersheba. 
 
Even with the culture of the day, my heart cries out when I think of the 
anguish that must have gone through Abrahams mind. His beloved son now 
a young man to be taken from him - given back to God who gave him in the 
first place. 
Abraham had no choice but to trust God. If God could give life in a miraculous 
way or take it back then He could restore life in all its mystery as well. 
Perhaps, He thought, this was what might occur here. Taking little with him  
just the firewood for the offering, two servants and the donkey he left early in 
the morning before the people were up and about. What must be done must 
be done quickly. 
 
I cannot imagine Abrahams mood as he walked all the way to Moriah. When 
the boy questioned him about the missing sacrificial animal, when he had to 
tell Isaac a deflective statement that God would provide the offering knowing 
full well the sacrifice walked ahead of him with the wood for the fire on his 
back. 
 



 

 

What was said between them as Isaac was bound, why bind him in the first 
place as he seemed a willing sacrifice.  
Such trust in God. I must sacrifice my son, and the son must obey and trust in 
God and do the will of the Father. 
 
There is a parallel thought here. God gave His only Son Jesus to be a 
sacrifice for sinners, He took our punishment on Himself and went to the 
cross willingly. He trusted in the Father and did as the Father willed. Not my 
will but Yours Jesus breathed in prayer on mount Olivet. 
 
Jesus died and rose again in victory. Looking at Isaac was that what  
Abraham trusted God with. He obviously thought the two would return to the 
donkeys and the servants after they had worshipped.  
 
5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go 
over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
or was that a deflective statement as well? 
 
Abraham pulled the knife to slaughter his son on the pyre.  
The angel of the Lord spoke and the boy was spared, Jesus cried out in 
abandonment to sin, He was not spared by God. Jesus was the Lamb who 
was slain for us as St. John terms Jesus Lamb of God. 
 
Abraham’s hand is stayed. He has passed the gruesome test. He was 
mercifully given a ram stuck by its horns in a thicket. “God will provide the 
sacrifice” he had told Isaac - God came thorough. The ram to replace Isaac. 
The ram that would bring peace and relief to the stunned Father and Son.  
The ram that spared the life. 
Jesus lamb of God who took away the punishment we deserved - who took 
the sin upon His shoulders that we might be forgiven by God even as we 
were and are still sinners. 
  
You and I sometimes look for that ram when we are being tested.  
O If God could take the cup from us and let all be safe and well again we 
might breathe.  
Oh Lord we can still cry - “let it be Your will not ours”. 
.  
Can we trust in God so much that we are willing to give up our best 
possession, our greatest treasure, no matter how unreasonable and awful it 
might sound to us. Beyond our earthly understand. 
 



 

 

How do we discern what God wants of us in the first place. Abraham was 
called in audible voice as far as we know from scripture. But we might 
struggle ourselves to hear from God in that way. 
 
Most of the time I get a feeling. Do you get that to? It seems like a touch of 
the heart. A touch of the conscience just outside of focus. Something 
prodding away at the heart strings. A touch on the shoulder. God speaking 
through His Spirit gently leading. 
 
Are we people who are compliant, obedient or people who question and 
oppose things? 
Would we question God and be so unsure of His calling in our rebellious 
state?  
Do we believe and understand  that God sometimes calls us  to go a hard 
way -  The long way round in life?  
 
When we submit to the will of God and pick up the cross Jesus speaks of in 
Matt 16:24 among other places in the Bible, will we find the strength to 
continue with the weight. My yoke is light Jesus told us. Matt 11:30 
 
These are difficult challenging questions. Many stumble at times as we 
ponder these things, but then again we have a Saviour in Jesus who comes 
to pick us up, dust us down and set us moving again in peace and joy. God 
provided the ram for the sacrifice at last, for Abraham He does the same on 
many occasions for us. Do we recognise that or do we put it down to luck or 
fate or something?  
 
John 14:1  
Jesus said, “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. 
 
In our times of lock down when we might begin to get dispirited and lonely, 
fed up with it all and want to get back to meeting up and be with our loved 
ones and church friends.  
When our hearts are troubled, are we trusting in God and being patient 
knowing in faith that He has everything under control regardless of our earthly 
reasoning being blind to His ways. 
 
 Can we be so faithful as to wait on God anew, keeping the faith, reading our 
Bibles more, praying more, keeping our own faith strong as the weeks pass. 
Perhaps we wait for healing, for a call to work, a job, an answer to a prayer 
we have been praying for a long time. Do we keep trusting that God has only 



 

 

good things for us if we follow Jesus’ lead, where we stick close to Him and 
never weaken in times like these.  
 
 
Romans 8:28  
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to his purpose.  
 
What shall we say then brothers and sisters in Christ? 
How has God been touching your life in these last few weeks or days dear 
listener? Perhaps you are not yet decided on letting Jesus into your heart. 
Perhaps it seems to difficult. Yet when you open your life to Christ Jesus, 
give yourself into His care - what care it is. Remember a couple of weeks ago 
we learned that nothing is to hard for the Lord.  
 
Metaphorically then, as we stand on the mountain of Moriah where Solomon 
built the jewel of the first temple of God, can we trust Him enough to carry out 
the task He sets before us this day, this month, this year. Can we lay aside all 
that we call earthly treasures and grasp the hem of the cloak of Christ with 
humble and broken hearts for ourselves and a world that is so needful of a 
Saviour. So needful of Christ in their lives as we wade through and emerge 
from the catastrophe of the pandemic of Covid 19?  
 
Can we be patient to wait on the will of God and to know that He will spare us 
and send us relief, our ram, that will take the place of our suffering?  
Our hope in the Lord that everything will be made good for all who love Him 
through the Son Jesus. If that is you today who surrenders all to Jesus, then 
praise God from whom all blessings flow, even in times of trial. 
 
Hebrews 4:16 says, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.” 
 
1 
All to Jesus I surrender, 
All to Him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 
  
I surrender all, 
  I surrender all. 
All to Thee, my blessed Saviour, 
    I surrender all. 



 

 

2 
All to Jesus I surrender, 
Humbly at His feet I bow, 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken; 
Take me, Jesus, take me now. 
 
 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession. I will allow a few seconds 
between each request for you to bring before the Lord the names of 
those you know in each petition. 
 
Loving Lord God, in trust we bring our prayers for others that in Your mercy 
You will hear from Heaven and walk close beside all in need this day. By 
Your Holy Spirit may You lift all those in doubt and trouble from the mire of 
misery and pain and bring them once more to a place of healing and laughter, 
joy and peace. 
Father God we pray for all those caught up in illness toady across Your world, 
in pain of anxiety, worry, fear or illness due to virus attack or many an ailment 
of the body. Lord let Your. healing power sweep over us and bring comfort 
peace and healing in its wake. 
We place the names of our loved ones and those we know to be in pain at 
this time for reasons only You know now in our silent prayer. 
 
…………… 
Gracious Lord God there are places in this world that have many who hunger 
and thirst for food and water, medicines and the love of neighbours. Peoples 
who are suffering through wars and famine, drought and locust attack. Lord in 
Your mercy we bring the names of those we love and know before You now 
that You might bring peace and comfort that they might trust in Your 
providence with prayerful hearts. 
 
………….. 
 
Lord of the Church of Jesus our Lord and Saviour, we thank You for Your 
plan of redemption for humanity, fallen since the dawn of time as Adam and 
Eve were banished from the garden of Eden. How time has played out Your 
amazing grace to all who accept the Lord Jesus into their hearts and confess 
their sins before You and receive that peace of forgiveness and the promise 
of everlasting life in Heaven with You. Thank You for the body of Christ, our 
churches throughout the land. Help all to be uplifted in faith despite the lock 
down and how we are banished from the worship centres at this time due to 
the Corona Virus. Hold Your people dear in Your heart this day as we seek to 



 

 

stay untied and strong - a people who praise You and bring honour to Your 
name. 
Lord God we bring before You the names of those we know who need You in 
their lives and those who are weak and failing in trust. 
 
…………….. 
 
Loving Lord God we remember all those who govern us in matters of Church 
and in the secular world at large. We remember in prayer our parliaments in 
all the nations of our union and our local councils and community groups as 
they struggle with this pandemic and the aftermath. Bless them Lord with 
wisdom and resources as needed, where and when needed. Help those who 
prayerfully come before You for guidance at this time and lift the spirits of 
those who work in the care and emergency services who place their lives on 
the line for others. 
Lord God we bring the names of those institutions and the names of those 
individuals that come to mind and who touch our hearts today.  
 
……………. 
 
Abba Father, bringer of life, giver of life giving bread and water uphold our 
souls for Your purposes and blessings as we place these our silent and 
spoken prayers of our hearts before Your throne of grace and mercy now in 
Jesus name.  
 
Amen 
 
As we conclude our worship time with  
 
CH4 465 Be Thou my Vision 
 
Be thou my Vision,  
O Lord of my heart ; 
naught be all else to me,  
save that thou art ; 
thou my best thought  
in the day or the night, 
waking or sleeping,  
thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my Wisdom,  
be thou my true Word ; 
I ever with thee,  
and thou with me, Lord ; 
thou my great Father :  
thine own I would be ; 



 

 

thou in me dwelling,  
and I one with thee. 
 
Be thou my breastplate,  
my sword for the fight ; 
be thou my dignity,  
thou my delight, 
thou my soul’s shelter,  
and thou my high tower ; 
raise thou me heavenward,  
O Power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not,  
nor earth’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance,  
now and always ; 
thou, and thou only,  
the first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven,  
my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of Heaven,  
after victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys,  
O bright heaven’s sun ! 
Heart of my own heart,  
whatever befall, 
still be my Vision,  
O Ruler of all. 
 
Irish, 8th century translated Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931) 
revised Eleanor Henrietta Hull (1860–1935)(alt.) 
Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 465 

 
 
Before the blessing let me tell you the closing voluntary is as below 
 
But first let us hear the words of the blessing. 
 
Let us go in the joy and peace of the Lord trusting Him in all that befall us and 
may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all –now and always. 
Amen 
 
Voluntary:- 
Closing: La Rejouissance (from Royal Fireworks Music) by Handel 


