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Hello and welcome. Indeed a very warm welcome whether you are a regular 
listener or you are tuning in for the first time. I hope our little recording 
blesses you greatly and there is a message within that cheers and 
strengthens your faith today. 
Hello to the web site listeners and hello to the telephone listeners. Some also 
tune into West Kilbride’s streaming service and there is a special treat for you 
today. I’ll say no more. Go see! You should perhaps try listening around to 
other services if you have time, never was such a thing available to us before 
or at least recordings were in their infancy. 
 
Now listen there is something very important I need to say and it is this. I 
know you all faithfully gave your free will offerings and collections  over the 
time we shared in the church building on Sunday mornings. Now we find 
across the land that offerings are falling quite drastically in some places. If 
you gave by envelope, perhaps you might think of setting up a standing order 
or direct debit at the bank and if you are a tax giver signing to allow the 
church to claim the tax relief on your offering. Some of you have already done 
these things so thank you. 
There are also other ways to pay by posting a cheque to Jean Rainey or 
asking if someone wouldn't mind picking it up. 
As for the the church repair and refurbishment works, they will hopefully go 
ahead in the not too distant future, but like all churches at this time we need 
there to be a church to return to that is financially sound.  
 
 
Well this is the closest Sunday to ascension Day on the 21st of May so I will 
focus on the ascension in our worship today. A subject that sometimes is 
overlooked between the familiar events of Easter and Pentecost sitting like 
two book ends of our Holy Calendar in the early part of the Christian year. But 
there is fruit to be found in this important part of Jesus ministry. His works 
might only be found complete on earth at the ascension for He teaches and 
guides to the very second He is taken away in the cloud of the glory of God. 
So Let us find peace of mind and a quiet heart before we come to worship 
now. 
 
Our call to worship is taken from psalm 68 verse 4 
Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, 
    extol him who rides on the clouds 
rejoice before him—his name is the Lord. 
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So let us praise God by singing  CH4 124 Praise to the Lord.  
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,  
The King of creation ; 
praise God, my soul, for in him  
are your health and salvation ; 
come all who hear, 
into his presence draw near, 
joining in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who in all things  
is wondrously reigning, shields you from harm  
and is gently yet firmly sustaining. 
Have you not seen 
how your heart’s wishes have been 
granted by God’s wise ordaining ? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who with blessing  
and power will defend you ; 
surely his goodness and mercy  
shall daily attend you ; 
ponder anew what the Almighty can do : 
God will for ever befriend you. 
 
Praise to the Lord !  
O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath,  
come now with praises before him! 
Let the Amen sound from God’s people again : 
gladly for ever adore him. 
 
 
Shall we join our hearts and minds in prayer  - let us pray 
 
Loving Lord God, who reigns supreme from that mysterious place we know 
as Heaven.  
God who sent His only begotten son to die on a cross for all humanity to 
show us His deep love for us.  
God who does mighty things, across this world, who opens the wells of 
understanding by His Spirit and who has Jesus, our advocate, ruling as King 
of Kings over all that He has created.  
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Come-all-we to offer up our worship this day with gratitude and joy for Lord 
we know You are a caring God who knows all of us intimately in Body, Mind 
and Spirit. 
Father God Your glory sweeps the earth through the sacrifices of all who love 
you. Your trumpet calls all those who love You to come out of their doors to 
shout to the Lord new songs, to consider new things and loving things for 
Your honour praise and glory. 
Let us look nurture a life where Heaven dwells in our souls, where Jesus and 
the Father have come to live in us in all such mystery and wonder.  
 
Gracious Lord God as You know us so acutely You also witness our 
iniquities. The times when we let You down and go our own selfish ways.  
You also see the shameful side of us, the person we are when no one is 
looking.  
Forgive us Lord for those times and for the times we are lazy in our faith. 
When we would rather pick up a novel than Your word of life.  
Abba Father in all our wicked ways we know You to be a gracious and loving 
God who forgives us when we come on bended knee and ask once more for 
the beauty of Christ in us to shine before You.  
See Jesus in us Father in all our actions and words that we might remain 
Holy and Righteous covered and redeemed by the blood of the Saviour who 
lifts us high as children of God, princes and princesses with a shared 
inheritance and priests under the high priest of Christ himself.  
Never let us forget what our faith means to us, strengthen our faith Lord as 
we worship and praise You now for we pray in that wonderful name of Jesus 
who taught us to pray the Lord’s Prayer that we repeat together when we say. 
Our Father who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven, 
Give us this day our daily bread 
 and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors, 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory  
for ever  
Amen. 
 
 
Our Bible Reading leaves John’s Gospel for a little while this week and we go 
on a journey with Doctor Luke as we read of the ascension in Acts Chapter 1 
verses 1 to 14 and Deirdre will aid us with the reading taken from the NIV 
 
Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 
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1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 
to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he 
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptised with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 
set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven.” 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went 
upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, 
John, James and Andrew;  
Philip and Thomas,  
Bartholomew and Matthew;  
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot,  
and Judas son of James.  
14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
Amen 
 
 
Let us sing once more CH4 448 Lord the light of Your love is shining, 
shine Jesus shine. 
 
1) Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me 
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Refrain 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 
 
2) Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
From the shadows into your radiance 
By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Refrain 
 
3) As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Refrain  
 
Graham Kendrick  
Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music,  
www.grahamkendrick.co.uk 
 
 
 
My reflection today is entitled simply The necessity of Jesus ascension. 
 
The ascension is in many ways forgotten while it lies between Easter the 
Resurrection and Pentecost, but it is vitally important for the Christian faith 
just as the other main calendar events are. The 21st of May is Ascension Day 
and so we preach on this the 24th, the nearest Sunday this year. 
But why did Jesus have to exit earth in such a theatrical fashion and what 
implications does it have for us that He did so? The appearance of the angels 
is also important for they brought news of a second coming of Christ at some 
unknown point in time.  
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To the passage, Luke sums things up as a prologue for us. Jesus has been 
back with the disciples and others for 40 days and deemed the time right to 
end the period of the resurrection to allow the Holy Spirit to come upon the 
disciples. He orchestrated His departure in a spectacular way, as this was not 
just to be a ‘fizzle out’ and a disappearance just like that the with the two 
disciples He meet on the Emmaus Road. Luke 24. 
Having given His followers the last instruction and last piece of knowledge 
that no one should know the time the Kingdom would be perfected by God, 
He left them standing on the mount of Olives a short walk from Jerusalem.  
verse 9. 
 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight. 
 
Thus started the Apostolic Age and the beginnings of the new way, but firstly 
they were asked to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit and we will come to 
that in due course at Pentecost.  
 
Jesus was taken in a cloud before their very eyes no less grand an exit than 
Elijah taken up in a whirlwind witnessed by Elisha. The cloud that enveloped 
Jesus being the glory of God that hides His face from humanity. A cloud that 
appeared at the transfiguration wherein was the glory of God speaking to 
human ears. The cloud that appeared before Moses at the Tabernacle. 
 
Jesus disappeared in the cloud back home from whence He came. He went 
back home to prepare places for the disciples, for us who love Him. He 
needed to go back and intercede like an advocate in court for those He came 
to save and that includes all of us who avow Jesus Lord and Saviour and 
accept Him into our hearts. 
 
For humanity is a fallen race, but through His death on the cross at Calvary 
Jesus can bring us up out of a sinful existence that leads to destruction to a 
place of grace, of redemption and by His Holy Spirit continuing to sanctify or 
purify all those who love Him. 
  
He told us He needed to go to the Father and it was to our good that He did 
John 14verse 28 
"You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you 
loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I. 
 
Our Saviour who now sits in Glory at the right hand of God praying for us that 
we might be spared God’s wrath and be seen as Holy and Righteous instead 
of sinful creatures before the throne of mercy. Jesus pleads our case twenty 
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four seven that we might be with Him in eternity. He does not loose a single 
believer. Not one sheep will go astray that He will not leave the 99 to find us.  
John 6 verse 36 
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has 
given me, but raise them up at the last day. 
 
The bewildered disciples were asked to go and wait in Jerusalem - wait on 
the Spirit coming. To be patient - so they returned to the upper room to do 
just that, but they were hopefully more joyful this time. Jesus has just gone 
from them again but this time they are more at peace. How come? 
 
Two angels appeared outwith the cloud in the garden with great news. They 
said Jesus would come back in a public way just as they had seen Him go. 
They would be without Him for a while, but He was going to the Father and 
He was coming back.  
The disciples had questioned Jesus about when He would restore the 
Kingdom to Israel, but Jesus would have none of it. For the Kingdom He talks 
of is not the earthly Kingdom in which the disciples expect a lofty place. His 
Kingdom lives in the heart of the believer. 
 
The ancients began to prepare themselves for the end, they thought He 
meant He would come back very soon and when Jesus returned He would 
usher in the new age and judge the living and the dead. 
 
But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your 
prayers. 1 Pet. 4:1-7  
 
 So thought they, they had better be prepared and ready - found at their 
stations.  
And so the time to wait on the Lord was not an idle time. Time on their hands 
was not going to be about twiddling their thumbs. No they were all together 
praying and worshipping joyfully, as much as possible.  
 
So why make such theatre of leaving in such a glorious manner, why not 
simply disappear. The birth of the next phase of Jesus commission was about 
to begin. There needed to be a final end to the resurrection days and Jesus 
show of power was a necessary last triumphant farewell for the disciples to 
witness and take heart from.  
He made an incredible vision for them they would never forget, He might 
have been saying ‘this is the the power I have had all along, this is the way I 
will come back in glory riding on the clouds shining like the sun at the trumpet 
call’, to recite the words of a song you may know, These are the Days of 
Elijah.  
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To further emphasise the matter beyond any doubt two angel messengers 
would assure the disciples of what had happened and give them the great 
message of hope that Jesus would come back to be with them once more 
and Jesus himself had told them He would be with them forever in Spirit.  
 
John 14 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father 
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
 
And so to wait and fill the time in preparation they all met up in the upper 
room, including Jesus mother and family. 
 
Deirdre and I visited the Holy Land last year and we stood in the small domed 
church in the Garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives, that is reputed to 
mark the very spot in the garden where Jesus ascended in the cloud. It is just 
off the Kidron Valley not far from the city wall and the steps into the city. It lies 
in among olive trees. The Church of the Ascension is a very holy site and we 
had to book our group in to have a ten minute slot to go into the place. A ten 
minute devotional prayer time and a hymn which reverberated around the 
stone work of the dome in a pleasant way. There was little or no adornment in 
the church built on foundations dating back to the 4th Century AD. There is a 
slab within supposedly with a footprint of Christ upon it.. 
 
It was a special experience following some of the places where Jesus walked 
and taught on the mount of Olives, but off course Jesus was not to be found 
in any building on the mount. At least not in a physical sense.  
 
So our passage allows us a moment to reflect while waiting, a time of being 
patient and waiting on God before the Spirit would come. That may be where 
many are at the moment as we stay in lock-down. Being patient to see what 
will happen next. Excited that some relief from lock-down will happen and we 
will get to see our loved ones and friends up close again. 
  
Are we using our time here on earth in productive loving ways, filling 
ourselves with good knowledge, patiently waiting on the Father to come to us 
by His spirit with power and with love. Maybe our prayer we have been 
offering for years still goes unanswered, but we persist in praying. Maybe 
there is a passage in the Bible, ‘just one’ I hear you say , that the Spirit opens 
up to us at last. Maybe we are content to wait in the knowledge and sure 
hope of life everlasting to come. What ever way we fill our time as we wait, let 
us not be found wanting in our worship. 
 
As Jesus told His disciples they would take the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth. A remarkable thing to say in an age where it took a long time to travel 
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to anywhere, and difficult that that is for us at the moment, we have the good 
fortune to have the internet and technology rising in its usefulness for 
spreading the Gospel. Now we can reach anyone we like almost instantly so 
long as they are open to listening. Never has there been such an explosion of 
witness as we can find now as services all across the world are streamed 
from the very screens most used for light entertainment or work or ordering 
on line.  
That should manifest itself in our churches as well as anywhere else. What 
will we have learned?  
What will we take forward and what will we cast off? 
Lock down might have given us a chance to evaluate our Spiritual life in 
Christ among many other things. To see with fresh eyes the business that 
prevented us having our quiet times with the Lord.  
Busy for the sake of being busy, - believing that serving the Lord to the point 
of exhaustion was good and now we see it was not. Or for the one who is not 
Christian yet a time to reflect on life’s priorities. 
 
God put a stop to nearly everything and we have the choice to go back to the 
same old ways or to change. That is the hope of the nations, that society will 
be fairer, the lowly will be lifted in status and value and the environment will 
be stewarded with care and concern. These are, perhaps, the things we pray 
for in this time of waiting, reflecting on Jesus raised on glory. 
 
Jesus King above all Kings ascended to His rightful place in Heaven and has 
moved outwith time and space.  
While He was on earth He could be with his friends face to face and they 
could converse with Him, even worship Him there, as did the disciples on 
occasions. The ascension was necessary that Jesus by His Spirit can be with 
everyone who asks. He can be omnipresent (every where at once), 
omniscient (knowing all things even to the very minor detail of our lives) and 
omnipotent.( powerful and with great influence over and in our lives).  
 
The ascension is an important theological event that was necessary as part of 
the completed works of Jesus. It was necessary that Jesus went home to the 
Father and took up His rightful place as King over all and it was necessary 
that He ascended so that He could send us God’s Holy spirit to be with us 
forever. 
 
While we wait on His second coming let us be found not wanting by wasting 
our time, but with good times of worship of our triune God in all we do and 
say, in all we read and watch, in all we hear spoken into our hearts by Holy 
Spirit guiding and convicting, opening up for us the rich depth of meaning in 
our Bibles. Let us be ever on the trail preaching, teaching, witnessing for 
Christ as is His will for us. 
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Just as we wait on Lock-Down to lift, let us look forward in anticipation and 
with joy that Jesus has promised to come back and that His next visit will be 
as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and He will take us to be with Him where 
He has prepared a place for us.  
 
In the meantime we are blessed to know the whole ancient story of the 
perfect completed works of Christ and the mission given to his followers 
which extends the invitation to accept a place in the Kingdom of God to all 
humanity - To those who will accept the Son as the pathway to God. No other 
religion can offer a risen Saviour ascended to Heaven praying for us and 
paradoxically with us on earth in Spirit at the same time. Is that not cause for 
joy and peace in our hearts and minds.  
When Lock Down goes up if you see what I mean, will we greet a new day 
with the knowledge of the risen and ascended Saviour watching over us, 
interceding for us and caring deeply for us coming close to us daily as we 
travel along this road of life? 
 
If so I pray you will find every blessing from the Father Son and Holy Spirit 
open and available to you who seek Him; and to you who cry out to Him for 
peace and comfort may the ascended Lord offer hope and understanding.  
The peace of our Lord Jesus be with us all. 
Amen 
 
Shall we pray our prayer of Intercession. 
 
Loving Lord God who answered our prayers in Jesus name in Your perfect 
timing and according to Your will, we remember those today who are in 
desperate need across our world and in our communities here in Ayrshire. 
 
Father we continue to remember in prayer those who are ill at this time 
especially those who have caught the Corona Virus and are in intensive care. 
We pray for Your healing hand to be upon them and to bring comfort and 
peace to their loved ones and carers.  
 
We pray that all who dwell in Care Homes that they be saved from the virus 
and that the residents and staff will live under Your protection. 
For those who have lost loved ones to the virus and are still in shock and 
bereavement we ask in prayer for Your comforting Spirit to remain close to 
them at this time. 
 
Thank you Father for all those kind souls who look our for others. We pray for 
our churches pastoral teams and ministers and Christian leaders as they 
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keep everyone of the flock together by the use of the internet and the phone. 
Bless them with peace and strength for their hearts of compassion. 
 
Father God You are doing new things in our lands and we ask for eyes and 
ears to see and hear Your will for us as the world lies low fighting  off the 
Covid 19 virus and as we once more come out of lock down.  
We pray for those who govern that they will have the wisdom to know the 
best way forward now that much consideration is being given to easing the 
Lock-Down in the coming weeks. 
Further afield Lord we pray for our world - for all those places where they 
need medical equipment to help fight the virus and other illnesses that is on 
the rise. We remember in prayer Bangladesh, India after the cyclone, Brazil 
and the many other countries that have crowded population centres and 
those places where war, famine and drought has destroyed making it difficult 
to take aid to them.  
Abba Father in all these dark places shine Your light of providence. May they 
be resourced in all they need, food clothing and shelter.  
 
Lord God there are so many things that concern us now - peoples who are 
fearful for their jobs, isolation, loneliness, worry about life in general and 
about the corona virus among us, education for our children and their future 
well being. Father help us to understand that You know our needs before we 
ask and in Your great love and mercy we know You hear the spoken and 
silent prayers of our hearts now and ever day for we bring our prayers  in 
Jesus precious name. 
Amen  
 
Once more may you go slightly more joyful than i found you and slightly more 
inquisitive of God’s word. Until we meet again let us conclude with the hymn 
CH4 458 At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow. (Recording is from CH3 
300 where there’s an extra verse and different words) 
 
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him king of glory now; 
‘tis the Father's pleasure, we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty word. 
 
Humbled for a season, to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came; 
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious when from death he passed. 
 
Name him, brothers name him with love strong as death, 
But with awe and wonder and with bated breath! 
He is God the Saviour, He is Christ the Lord, 
Ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored 
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In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 
all that is not holy, all that is not true; 
crown him as your captain in temptation's hour, 
let his will enfold you in its light and power. 
 
Brothers, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 
With his Father’s glory, with his angel train 
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him king of glory now. 
 
 
 
Let us hear the words of the blessing. 
 
As we come to the end of our time of worship, 
remind us, God, 
that this is a beginning, not the end. That You call us to Yourself 
then send us out to love and to serve. So may the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all – 
and with those we love 
and with those we struggle to love – now and always. 
Amen 
 
 
 


