
 

 

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church, Service Recording 
31st May 2020. (Brian Murray Locum Minister)Please excuse the grammar, 
punctuation and speling, these transcripts are usually never seen by the congregation! 
 
Hello and welcome to this recording for the 31st of May, Pentecost Sunday. 
Indeed a very warm welcome whether you are a regular listener on the web 
site or on the phone, or as I understand it with the wee computer stick and 
listening box. Very technical eh? 
Anyway its good to be able to talk just as if I was standing right there in front 
of you all. Remember the Moderator of the Church of Scotland is leading a 
service for the whole church and it will be recorded and available for those on 
the computer. 
 
Well we have reached Pentecost Sunday at last. That other amazing and 
very important celebration in our Christian Calendar where we read of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and His impact for all humanity 
ever since. Pentecost is celebrated on the 50th day after Passover which 
always falls on a Sunday around the 1st June. Pentecost actually means 
‘count 50’. This is also the important Jewish festival of the First Fruits, or the 
Festival of Weeks when they offered the first fruits of the harvest in honour of 
God. 
So we will look at the event that had people perplexed and astounded, we will 
look at the reaction to the message of Salvation given by Peter in the first 
Church Sermon of the New Way and we will reflect on what it means for the 
mission then and for us today.  
 
But firstly let us begin our worship today with a short few seconds of silence 
to calm our hearts and prepare for worship in the Spirit with the Spirit now. 
 
Our call to worship is taken from psalm 104 verses 1- 4 
Praise the Lord my soul 
Lord my God You are very Great; 
you are clothed with slender and majesty. 
The Lord wraps Himself in light as with a garment; 
He stretches out the Heavens like a tent 
and lays the beams of His upper chambers on their waters. 
He makes the clouds His chariot 
and rides on the the wings of the wind. 
He makes winds His messengers,  
flames of fire His servants. 
 
So let us praise God and His Holy Spirit now knowing that HE is with you in 
whatever place you dwell this very minute.  
Sing along in your place to   
 



 

 

CH4 189 Be Still for the presence of the Lord  
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here 
Come bow before Him now 
With reverence and fear 
In Him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground 
Be still for the presence of the Lord 
The Holy One is here. 
 
Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around 
He burns with holy fire 
With splendor He is crowned 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant King of light 
Be still for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 
 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place 
He comes to cleanse and heal 
To minister His grace 
No work too hard for Him 
In faith receive from Him 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 
 
Shall we join our hearts and minds in prayer  - let us pray 
 
Loving Lord God, we exalt your name in the highest, proclaiming how good is 
our God. Just like the apostles who shouted out in the streets of Jerusalem 
2000 years ago. Lord God who carries all life in Your hands, hold us close as 
we lift up our Lord Jesus in our praise and worship today. Our Saviour who 
came to dwell in out hearts. Bear with us Father as we search out humanity 
for holiness, as we stumble along the road of righteousness living in your 
forgiving grace won for us through Jesus Your Son. 
Open now our understanding of Your word and of Your ways that we might 
be strengthened today in our faith. Our faith that carries us through life when 
all else fails. Glorious Lord God, here us now in our private places as we 
repeat that all encompassing prayer that Jesus taught His disciples and by 
extension all who come after them when we say together.  
 
Our Father who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name, 



 

 

Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven, 
Give us this day our daily bread 
 and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors, 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory  
for ever  
Amen. 
 
 
Our Bible Reading remains in Acts and moves on from last week to ACTs 2 
verses 1 - 40 and Deirdre and I will read that for you now. Let us hear the 
word of the Lord taken from the NIV translation. 
 
Acts 2 :1-40 (NIV) 
The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to 
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 
7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts 
to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 
God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 
another, “What does this mean?” 
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much 
wine.” 
Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 
crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this 
to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you 
suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel: 
17  
“‘In the last days, God says, 



 

 

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
18  
Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
19  
I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20  
The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21  
And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited 
by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you 
through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you 
by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 
wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised 
him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: 
“‘I saw the Lord always before me. 
    Because he is at my right hand, 
    I will not be shaken. 
26  
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest in hope, 
27  
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
    you will not let your holy one see decay. 
28  
You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet 
and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his 
descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the 



 

 

dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and 
we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what 
you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he 
said, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand 
35  
until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet.”’ 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who 
are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his 
message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day. 
 
Amen and may God add His blessing to these words to our hearts and minds  
 
 
Let us sing once more CH4 600 Spirit of God unseen as the wind 
 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
gentle as is the dove; 
teach us the truth and help us believe, 
show us the Saviour's love! 
 
You spoke to us long, long ago, 
gave us the written word; 
we read it still, needing its truth 
through it God's voice is heard. 
Chorus 
 
Without your help we fail our Lord, 
we cannot live His way; 
we need Your power, we need Your strength, 
following Christ each day. 
Chorus 



 

 

My reflection today is entitled, The Holy Spirit - Reasons to be cheerful. 
 
Well we have arrived at Pentecost Sunday at last. We have been reflecting 
on many a passage leading up to this point and so we can now think on about 
the Holy Spirit in all His glory today. 
 
 Have you ever been excited beyond the ability to sit still, so overwhelmed 
and overjoyed that you simply could not keep quiet, but had to look silly 
grinning all over the face and needing to tell someone about your good news. 
Perhaps about a forthcoming marriage, a new baby on the way or a large 
increase in wages with promotion. Maybe even being baptised into the 
Christian faith. 
 
Ramp that up a thousand times and lets think of these people in the upper 
room waiting patiently on God as we reflected upon last week. Remember 
Jesus instructed His followers to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come 
to them. The helper, comforter, advocate, one who would help them 
understand and remember His teaching - the one who would show them the 
errors on their ways and lead them in the paths of righteousness. The same 
Spirit that came to them at Pentecost lives among us and in all who love God 
through the Son Jesus today. 
 
Holy Spirit is the third person of the trinity. No less, no greater than God the 
Father or Jesus the Son, one in essence we say. (Greek Homoousion from 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity.) 
The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. 
 
So what of this Spirit, ‘pneuma’ or ‘Parakletos’?  What does He evoke within 
you - do you feel different because He is with you? What is our response to 
the prompting of the Holy Spirit today?  
 
We have the same Spirit available to us that all the saints had all those 
centuries before us. The coming of the Spirit was a phenomenal spectacular 
experience for all to witness, and the acts of the apostles were perhaps 
beyond what we expect today, but never the less we can have just as 
astounding changes of heart and mind when Holy Spirit fills believers 
enabling and guiding with love. 
 
In the upper room the disciples wait on the Lord as instructed earlier, with 
Jesus family and friends, praying and worshipping and then we read of the 
most amazing events. Firstly the rushing wind, a sound we might associate 



 

 

with that wind we had last week that tore at our trees and left leaves all over 
the road.  
Tongues of fire hovered over them and that must have seemed totally beyond 
utterance, but all in all they were receiving the Holy Spirit.  
 
It is interesting that the Greek word for spirit is pneuma, which is the same 
word for wind. Jesus said in  
John 3:8  
The wind blows where it pleases, and you hear its sound, but you don’t know 
where it comes from or where it is going... 
The Holy Spirit isn’t wind, but He is like the wind. You can’t see Him but you 
know of His presence. 
 
Excited beyond words, too restless to let it lie, up they jumped up and headed 
out into the crowds probably heading for the larger areas around the temple 
where their exuberance and din of calling out for God attracted attention from 
the pilgrims who gathered there from all over the known world at the time. 
 
Some suggest upwards of 300,000 visitors would come to Jerusalem for the 
Festival of the Weeks as it was the most temperate of climates at the time. I’ll 
not repeat all the different places they came from you can read that again for 
yourselves so I’ll leave it as Deirdre read it for now, but devout Jewish 
pilgrims came from all over the known world, even from the very heart of the 
Roman Empire, from Rome itself. 
 
A jolly festival of celebration of the harvest. What better a place then to 
witness of God’s power and majesty and all the great things He had done and 
has done throughout eternity. What better place to proclaim Jesus King and 
Lord and Saviour of all humankind. 
 
The disciples were filled with the Spirit of Jesus and a gift of tongues was 
given to them at that time so that they could proclaim the glory and goodness 
of God who sent Jesus to give His life for fallen humanity on the cross just 
outside the city walls where they stood - and who was raised from the dead 
and ascended to Heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father.  
 
When the crowds gather to see the spectacle of these Galileans speaking in 
languages we are told they were amazed perplexed astounded indeed so 
much it took Luke 5 different adjectives to tell us how amazing an event it 
was……. 
bewildered or confused,  
beside themselves with wonder 
amazed or astonished, 



 

 

perplexed or mocking. 
 
Have you ever been so lost for words to describe a joyous occasion that it 
was almost impossible to get it all out in a rational way, slow down and take a 
breath?  
The languages the Apostles shouted out embraced all the divers peoples at 
the gathering. Devout Jews from the diaspora from East and West North and 
South listened and heard the disciples praising God in their own language 
and what was even more amazing to them was these men shouting before 
them were Galileans who were famed for their awkward thick accented 
speech and course language, but there they shouted forth in perfect non 
accented languages for all to marvel at.  
 
Of course the response was two fold. Some believed on Jesus as we will 
hear and 3000 gave their lives to Christ, other scoffed and made up their own 
mind that the men were drunk. Such polarisation still exists today with 
perhaps a third category of people who don't really care either way. 
 
Attention grabbed, it was time for Peter to deliver the very first Church 
Sermon for this was the birth of the Church that would see millions come to 
faith over the millennia. 
Peter used references to the OT scriptures to base His sermon in language 
the Jews would understand and follow. Prophesies that had now come to 
pass.  
The Holy Spirit, given to fulfil the promise of the prophet  
Joel 2:28... 
I will pour out my Spirit on all humanity … Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved. 

Peter quotes also from Psalm 16 if we read on to verses 26-28. There David 
speaks of a holy One who will not die and rot, but be raised to life with God. 
This is what has happened to Jesus. He is the true successor to David’s throne. 

 
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest secure, 
 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
nor will you let your faithful[b] one see decay. 
 
You make known to me the path of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand 
 
He went on to tell the crowd Jesus was and is the living Messiah, the one 
they crucified 50 days before.  



 

 

 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
 
There would maybe be some of the crowds there who called for Jesus blood 
that day. But now those who responded in remorse and interest asked what 
they could do for they were cut to the heart.  
 
‘Repent and be baptised in the name of Jesus’ Peter would have called out 
just as we must preach today for the message has never changed and never 
will.  
 
Hebrews 13 verse 8 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
and in Acts 2 
verse 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are 
far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 
The wind and fire are used in the OT to describe God or His Spirit. The 
difference here is that in the OT the Spirit entered individuals as and when 
God required. To help them understand, to bolster their courage. to walk with 
them.  
Exodus 33:15 
Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us 
up from here. 
 
Now in this passage the Spirit was to be available to all who believed on 
Jesus the Son of God. A Spirit that once was understood to be an external 
being is now an internal Spirit living in the hearts of believers. Living in you 
and me.  
 
The languages the disciples were given clearly emphasises the power of the 
Spirit. The fact that these lowly souls could communicate so well was all due 
to the Holy Spirit who gave them a voice. That is perhaps one of the greatest 
attributed of the Holy Spirit that it enables us to find the words to 
communicate, He gave the disciples a voice that struck deep into the hearts 
of many of the listeners.  
It’s interesting that at the tower of Babel the world was scattered through 
different languages but now the whole world is drawn together in Christ and 
able to hear the gospel through the communication of Holy Spirit.  



 

 

See Genesis 11 verses 1-9. 
 
Why do we need Holy Spirit? 
You see without Holy Spirit there would be no church. When we gather 
there Jesus is among us in Spirit, He told us so. He is with us now wherever 
we gather to worship today. Jesus promised to be with you and I until the end 
of the age Mathew 28 verse 20. 
 
Without the Holy Spirit we might have difficulty understand the 
Scriptures to the depth Jesus intended. Through prayer we ask for Holy 
Spirit to open up our Spiritual eye or our minds and hearts that we see God 
revealed through the teachings and actions of Jesus. 
 
We wouldn’t be able to fellowship in unity with each other. ‘We are one 
in the Spirit we are one in the Lord’ as we sing.  
 
We wouldn’t bear fruit and we couldn’t effectively witness. Where does 
my help come from it comes from the Lord. Psalm 21. When we contemplate 
witnessing for Christ we need boldness. Peter and the others spoke  boldly. 
Remember a few weeks ago these were the same men hunkered down in a 
locked room with the shutters closed over the windows in fear of the Jewish 
authorities and now they are openly proclaiming Jesus as King and glorifying 
God with their praise.  
 
One of the effects of the Holy Spirit is that whatever He touches is 
permanently changed, so what is the response. 
1) They were full of Joy, they could not contain such joy that made the 

sceptics call them drunk. A completely unreasonable thing to think for it 
was early in the morning on a May day, no one would be drinking that 
early. A joy they could do little to contain. Such joy must be infectious. 
Think of a time when you heard some one or a baby laugh and you 
couldn't help yourself but join in. Such a things draws you in, makes you 
want to share in the mirth.  

2)  The Holy Spirit should fill us with a burning desire to fellowship and 
worship.To meet together be it in a building or here in recordings, we 
need to seek the company of others of the body to be together in the 
Spirit. Remember the blessing at the end of services with - the Grace of 
our Lord Jesus, the love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit just 
as Paul encouraged at the end of many of His letter. 

3)  The Holy Spirit makes us bold. Courageous, determined, motivated to 
carry out our mission despite the rejection, the persecution and the 
mocking. 

 



 

 

The task to reach the entire world remains unfinished so the power to speak 
boldly and complete the task Jesus gave us still remains! To win souls for 
Christ and spread the Gospel message to the ends of the earth. 
 
So the Holy Spirit is just as essential for God’s plan of salvation now as it was 
back in early days of the church. 
At its core, Pentecost, like the incarnation itself, is about God coming to us in 
our fallen condition more than it is about us finally getting to God. 
  
Let me I ask you, what do you know of the Spirit of Jesus working in and 
through you? Have you asked in prayer for the boldness, the understanding 
and the joy to carry out a wonderful mission for Jesus in helping to gather 
souls for Christ?  
Do you believe you have a voice for Christ?  
Maybe we cannot all rush out and speak in other languages as the apostles 
did, the first fruits of the Church, but we surely have a voice that is needed to 
be heard more now than ever before, perhaps, as the world grapples once 
more with life’s big moral questions and priorities. Will we let that voice be 
heard in our worship of God, in proclamation of Christ the Saviour  and in 
witness of our faith with cheerful words and actions?  If so let us pray for 
more of the Lord in our lives,  
Father pour out Your Spirit afresh on us, fill us anew, send us with joy 
in Jesus name and for His sake. 
Amen 
 
Shall we pray our prayer of Intercession. 
 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, restless breath of love, breathe on us now and help us to 
pray as we ought. 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
to Your world today. 
As You brought order out of chaos at the beginning, 
brood over the chaos we have created in today’s world, 
so that people everywhere including us, may learn the way of life as You 
intend, and find purpose, meaning and hope in theirs and our existence. 
Where there is oppression and abuse of others, 
bring Your justice. 
Where there is anxiety and fear, 
bring Your peace. 
Where there is hatred and division, 
bring Your love. 
Where the resources of this awesome world are exploited, 
and we fail in our calling as trustees of land and sea, 



 

 

grant us repentance and the grace to learn a better way. 
Guide the rulers of the world 
in ways of justice and integrity, 
of truth and peace. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
to Your Church today. 
Breathe into us new life and zeal 
and delight in the gospel. 
Set our hearts on fire with Your love. 
Grow Your own fruit in our lives. 
Empower and equip us 
to bear compelling witness to Jesus’ universal Lordship, 
by the loving way we live and speak and serve, 
that many will come to know Him for themselves. Make us unafraid to stand 
out from the crowd, and let it be seen that we have been with Jesus. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
to all who need Your presence today. 
Spirit of comfort, 
be near to all who are sad, lonely and bereaved. 
Spirit of power, 
give Your strength to those who carry heavy burdens 
and are weary on life’s journey. 
Spirit of peace, 
speak calm to troubled hearts and minds. 
Spirit of life and light, 
lift from despair those for whom daily life has lost interest, meaning and hope. 
Shine the Christ-light into their darkness. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
to our fellowship in the church and especially for KIrkgate today,  
May we act ever more closely together, 
in the rich diversity of the one body of Christ. 
Lord hear the prayers of your children now in a short time of silent prayer at 
home. 
 
So may glory be given to us, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever in Jesus name we pray 
Amen 
 
 



 

 

Once more we come to the end of our wee worship time so until we meet 
again in body or in spirit let us conclude with the hymn CH4 608 Spirit of 
truth and grace. 
 
Spirit of truth and grace, come to us in this place 
as now in Jesus' name God's people gather. 
Open our eyes to see truths that will ever be, 
and in communion draw us close together.  
 
Spirit of joy and peace, make all anxieties cease 
with knowledge of the Father's perfect caring. 
Then may God's children know love that won't let us go 
and joy that fills each day, beyond comparing. 
 
Spirit of life and power, revive us in this hour 
and stir our hearts to praise with true devotion. 
Fill us with heavenly fire, and every heart inspire, 
that we may serve the world with your compassion. 
 
 
Let us hear the words of the blessing. 
 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us Your holy fire; 
strengthen Your children with the gift of faith, revive Your Church with the 
breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So let us go in joy and peace and may the 
blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all –now and always. 
Amen 
 
 


