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Hello and welcome to Kirkgate Parish Church short reflection for a Sunday 
morning in place of our Sunday worship in the church due to our continued 
restrictions and so called lock-down because of the Corona Virus. 
You are most welcome to listen in. For some who close their eyes and listen 
this little time of worship takes them back to Kirkgate Church on a Sunday 
morning, so I’m told, and the love and fellowship of all those familiar faces 
and some visitors who came among us. 
We know there are some who cannot get this web based facility and for them 
there is a phone number they can call to listen in as well. It is a local rate call 
and the number is 01294 444201. I know the pastoral group are telephoning 
members and making them aware of this as well as cheering them up and 
offering help and guidance where it is needed in these troubled times. 
Thank you once more to Stuart who finds all the lovely recordings of hymns 
you have sung before in his archive of recordings and puts all this service 
together on the web page.  
I will give the hymn numbers so if you have the CH4 to hand you have no 
excuse for not singing along. 
  
So let us worship God. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus be with us wherever you sit stand or lie at this 
time. 
 
Call to Worship Psalm 145 verses 8-12 
The Lord is gracious and compassionate, 
    slow to anger and rich in love. 
9 The Lord is good to all; 
    he has compassion on all he has made. 
10 All your works praise you, Lord; 
    your faithful people extol you. 
11 They tell of the glory of your kingdom 
    and speak of your might, 
12 so that all people may know of your mighty acts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Let us praise God and sing along to :- 
 
• CH4 124 – “Praise to the Lord the Almighty the King of Creation” 
 
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,  
The King of creation ; 
praise God, my soul, for in him  
are your health and salvation ; 
come all who hear, 
into his presence draw near, 
joining in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who in all things  
is wondrously reigning, shields you from harm  
and is gently yet firmly sustaining. 
Have you not seen 
how your heart’s wishes have been 
granted by God’s wise ordaining ? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who with blessing  
and power will defend you ; 
surely his goodness and mercy  
shall daily attend you ; 
ponder anew what the Almighty can do : 
God will for ever befriend you. 
 
Praise to the Lord !  
O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath,  
come now with praises before him! 
Let the Amen sound from God’s people again : 
gladly for ever adore him. 
 
 
Let us join our hearts and minds together in prayer - let us pray. 
 
Prayer of approach and confession 
Loving Lord God 
You are our Saviour and king 
our Master and friend 
our Shepherd and guide. 
Wherever we go, You are with us. Wherever we stray, You seek us out. 
Whenever we call, You hear us. 
You are our promise and our hope our place of rest and peace 



 

 

our security and our sureness. Whoever we are, You accept us. Whatever we 
do, You love us. Whenever we fall, You lift us up. 
Lord God 
we come to this place from different places, 
different lives, different situations, with different concerns and different 
dreams. 
Yet we come as one, a people of shared faith in a God who shared all. 
 
And so we praise You, Lord God, that You have risen from the dead 
to fulfil Your promise to all creation; we praise You that you have 
gifted us Your spirit as a companion and guide. 
We praise You that you have chosen us as Your people to build Your 
kingdom here on earth. 
  
Gracious God 
our path in life does not always lead us into quiet, calm places 
of caring and compassion for others. 
Our journey often takes us 
off the beaten track and into the difficult terrain of selfishness and anger. 
Our progress is often slowed by fear and anxiety. 
Yet You remain at our side, Lord, to comfort and provide, reminding us of 
Your promise that all is forgiven for all time. And so we praise You, Lord, 
that you bless us anew each day with Your grace and goodness. 
That You open doors to fresh opportunities and that You lead us by the hand 
to a place we can call home. 
Take us from here, refreshed in our journey with You and with one another, 
that we might love You more 
and follow You more closely. 
for we pray these things in Jesus name who taught us the LOrd’s Prayer as 
we to say together:  
 
Our Father who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy Kingdom come 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts  
as we forgive our debtors 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory  
forever. 
Amen  
 



 

 

Our Bible reading today comes from the Gospel of St. John Chapter 10 
verses 1 - 10 Deirdre will read it for us. 
 
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep 

10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief 
and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of 
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But 
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him 
because they do not recognise a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used 
this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he 
was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
Amen may God bless this reading to our hearts and minds. 
 
 
Let us worship once more and sing hymn 
 
CH4 462 – “The King of Love my Shepherd is” 
 
 
 
The King of Love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never ; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine for ever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow 
with food celestial feedeth. 



 

 

 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed ; 
but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me ; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spread’st a table in my sight ; 
thy unction grace bestoweth ; 
and oh, what wonder and delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth ! 
 
And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never ; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house for ever ! 
 
 
Sermon 
My short reflection Today is entitled -  
 
Jesus - The Gateway To Heaven 
To put our passage into context today we really should know of the events 
in John chapter 9. Jesus miraculously healed a blind man who had been 
blind from birth and he does this on the Sabbath we are told verse 14.  He 
has already provoked the Jews and their religious leaders by carrying out 
miraculous healings on the Sabbath before. 
 
The Pharisees are incensed at this latest healing and call the man, now 
with great 2020 vision, in for a grilling. They think there is some scam 
between this man and Jesus to gain honour. They accuse him of being a 
disciple of Jesus. They have already determined that anyone who 
acknowledged Jesus as the Christ of God would be put out of the 
synagogue. Excommunicated in other words. Chapter 9 verse 2. 
 
Jesus full of righteous anger at the harshness and unbelief of the 
Pharisees compares them in Chapter 10 verses 1 - 6 of being thieves and 
robbers of souls because they will not accept Him as the Son of God and 



 

 

for their treatment of the man and his family. He calls them strangers to the 
flock who should run away in fear of their legalistic approach to the 
religious laws. 
 
He uses one or two of His I am statements here. He has already said to 
the unbelievers in Chapter 9 that He is the Light of the world, now He 
claims He is the gate through which all believers must come. I am the gate 
or the door. He goes on in verse 11 to say that He is the Good Shepherd 
and we may look at that another time. But for now we concentrate on the 
gate. 
 
That gate Jesus compares Himself to is narrow and leads to eternal life. All 
other wide ways or entrances lead to destruction. Those who love and 
follow Jesus will enter that narrow gate willingly and those who follow the 
Pharisees will not, in effect. 
 
In order for Christians to recognise that narrow gate through Jesus, He 
claims that they follow the shepherd voice or His call. That was the way in 
which the shepherds gathered their flock and the flock could find their 
shepherd by listening for his distinct voice over all the others.  
 
Jesus gives the Pharisees the comparison between a Good Shepherd of 
the flock and those who only come to abuse and steal. He compares the 
Good Shepherd who would lay down his life for the flock with those who 
would run away at the first sign of danger, the hired hands, if we read on to 
verse 11. 
 
In the first part of Chapter 10 Jesus gives this analogy, but the Pharisees 
we are told, do not understand He is talking about Himself as the Messiah 
so He expounds on the first few verses and makes it plain to them in 
verses 7 - 10 who He is - The Son of God, I am the ‘gate’ for the sheep. 
 
He is the Shepherd, they are the hired hands or thieves or robbers, He is 
the Gate through which the sheep have salvation, peace with God and life 
everlasting in Heaven. Verse 8 the many who came before Him were 
thieves and robbers as well, seems to suggest many others were calling 
themselves the Messiah around that time and the years in between the last 
of the Old Testament prophets and Jesus miraculous incarnation. False 
prophets all.  
But Jesus was and is the real deal and no one gets to the Kingdom to be 
with the Father in Heaven that do not come through Him. 



 

 

 
This Echoes other verses in particular John 3 and 16 that we know so well. 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that who so 
ever believes on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Or as Jesus told His disciples in John 14 where Jesus uses more of His I 
am statements. 
“I’am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  
Yet we should remember that Jesus gate is always open and welcome -  it 
is not exclusive. Anyone who comes to repent of their sin and accept 
Jesus into their hearts can come in the narrow gate and find peace and 
abundant life in Christ.  
 
The flock is always understood as a symbol of the Church and the family of 
God. 
Jesus provided the entrance into the family of God. Because of the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus, we are able to enter into a relationship 
with God, and with our brothers and sisters in the Christian faith. 
 
Despite what we see of sheep many times we look at them in a field and 
judge them all nearly the same and yet each, is in some way,  different and 
these characteristics would be known to the shepherds allowing them to 
identify their flock. The only two identical sheep was Dolly and her clone if 
you remember a few years ago. 
 
Jesus knows us by sight and by name. He knows us intimately. His family 
of God is comprised of sheep of all sizes, shapes, colour and breeds. We 
are a most diverse flock, but Christians are united by our common faith, 
baptism and mission. 
  
There is a warning in this passage of Scripture that some people attempt 
to get into the family through means other than Jesus. These people have 
their own agenda—not God’s. Their goals are selfish. Sometimes they 
seek to hurt and harm. They will never inherit the Kingdom though no 
matter how much they try on their own account. We know of such in Acts 8 
when a man called Simon Magnus, the Sorcerer, wanted to buy the 
powerful magic spirit that the disciples had through Jesus - to pay for 
favours in the church. Peter denied him that satisfaction. 
 



 

 

So there is a warning,  but what I want you to see from this passage, 
however, is not just a warning about thieves, but a celebration of 
entrance into the family of God through the person of Jesus Christ.  
He is our gate or doorway. 
  
So often we look only at the need to go into the enclosure. To escape the 
threats that are all around us from satan. To bask in the warmth and 
protection of Jesus and that is a good place to be for a time.  
 
‘Living under the shadow of Your wing we find security’  
 
a song I like to sing occasionally with the Praise Band. 
 
Sometimes we forget that we are also freely allowed to come out of that 
place and follow Jesus and still stay safe. For He is the Good Shepherd 
who will lay down His life for us as many shepherds did to protect and save 
their flock, their livelihood. He leads us to quiet green pastures by the quiet 
waters. Psalm 23 The Lord’s my Shepherd.  
 
The sheep pens of that time out on the hill were a rudimentary affairs of 
loose stones in a circle perhaps topped with jaggy thorn bushes. There 
was one way in and that was a narrow place where very often the 
shepherd slept. He stayed in the narrow gap entrance to protect the sheep 
against what ever threat approached. The only way in was through HIm. 
The only way to God the Father is through the Son Jesus. 
  
 
Verse 10 -  I have come that they, that is you and I who love Jesus, that 
they may have life, and have it to the full. 
So Jesus is the GATE TO life to the full or ABUNDANT LIFE, - what does 
that mean for us. 
What do we think of this abundant life we as Christians are living in right 
now in our eternal life. All who believe in Jesus live in the Kingdom, we 
who believe are living in our eternal existence now and will go on so even 
when we are finished with this tent we live in, but to have abundant life 
now is a strange saying in these times of trouble and suffering.  
 
We should  look at life’s blessings through spiritual eyes and not worldly 
eyes. Abundant life has nothing to do with material things, although God 
can and will give those as well in the many blessings we receive. Nor is it 



 

 

necessarily about our emotions and whether we are happy day to day. It is 
of spiritual matters that we gain abundant life.  
When Jesus talks about abundance, he is referring to the things of God—
our relationship with Him, God’s  presence, His power shared through the 
Holy Spirit, His steadfast love that never ceases, and abundant 
forgiveness of our sinful ways. 
Christians, we have abundant life through the gate, Jesus Christ. 
Pastures are places of nourishment that also provide protection. 
As the family of God, we are led to pasture and we are able to grow in our 
Christian lives abundantly. 
 
Jesus is saying there is a better way to live, focusing on Him allowing us to 
live holy and righteous lives in harmony with God the Creator, and  in so 
doing we find a better way to treat people around us as well. It’s a way that 
does not involve legalism, in a religious sense, it involves tolerance and 
love. 
 
The gate is a protection, but it is also a freedom. We can come and go. We 
can come out rejoicing that Jesus leads us into an abundant life in green 
pastures. 
 
We have the freedom to go out with Jesus this is not a straight jacket 
of a religion like that of the Pharisees who tried with every fibre to follow 
the law and expected others to at least adhere to the basic precepts of it 
and be guided by them with the scribes as to how to honour the rest of it. 
 
 We can rest assured that Jesus calls us by name and we who recognise 
Him will come into His loving care and protection and yet be lead without 
fear and with freedom into a peaceful and abundant place. Where 
Christians can blossom and grow in their faith and experience a 
relationship with God, a relationship with the family of God, and an 
abundant life, even in these dark days of world crisis. 
Let us look to that gate then and fear not to enter for Jesus calls us over 
the tumult of all that distracts us today. May we be blessed in turning and 
answering that call of our Shepherd afresh. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Let us pray:  
Prayer of thanksgiving and intercession 
Loving Lord God. 
You are our shepherd. 
We thank You that You give us everything we need. 
That You offer us rest and refreshment through Your Word. 
That You keep us on the straight and narrow when we are prone to stray. 
We thank You that those times when we are afraid we can trust that You 
watch out for us. 
  
 Provider God 
You have given us so much of Yourself in Your abundant love and grace. 
Still we pray for a better world for all. materially and spiritually. 
For there are many who hunger; many who are left out in the cold while 
others reap the benefits 
of a society based on greed. 
We think of those who are homeless or displaced, Those who are exploited, 
those who are poor. 
There are many who cannot enjoy the beauty and mystery of creation. We 
think of prisoners of conscience, of those living in war-ravaged lands, of those 
confined through illness. 
 
There are many who yearn for rest in lives which are restless and hard. 
We think of those who work long hours for little reward; those who are 
discontent and disillusioned. 
There are many who struggle to find the right path because life has taken 
them a different, difficult route. 
We think of those with addiction problems, those who turn to crime through 
desperation, of children whose home life is chaotic. 
There are many who are fearful for themselves and for others especially at 
this time of lock down with the Corona virus in the world. 
We think of those in broken relationships, those who live with sickness, those 
who are afraid of the future. 
  
 There are many who have lost hope that light will ever penetrate their 
darkness – 
we think of those who live with loneliness, grief, bereavement and rejection. 
There are many who we walk alongside in their pain and suffering, their joy 
and hope. We think of all of these people some near some far in a time of 
silence prayer now…. 
 
 



 

 

Abba Father, you have heard the heart felt pleas of your children, shepherd 
all Your people on their different journeys with their different joys and 
struggles. Remind them that all are honoured guests at Your table and that all 
may find a home in You. 
Lavish them with Your goodness and love so that they might know that in You 
they have everything they need.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Let us sing Hymn CH4 533   – “Will you come and follow me”  
 
Will You Come And Follow Me 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Go Where You Don’t Know 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Let My Love Be Shown, 
Will You Let My Name Be Known, 
Will You Let My Life Be Grown 
In You And You In Me? 
 
Will You Leave Yourself Behind 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Care For Cruel And Kind 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Risk The Hostile Stare 
Should Your Life Attract Or Scare? 
Will You Let Me Answer Prayer 
In You And You In Me? 
 
Will You Let The Blinded See 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Set The Prisoners Free 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Kiss The Leper Clean, 
And Do Such As This Unseen, 
And Admit To What I Mean 
In You And You In Me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Will You Love The ‘You’ You Hide 
If I But Call Your Name? 
Will You Quell The Fear Inside 
And Never Be The Same? 
Will You Use The Faith You’ve Found 
To Reshape The World Around, 
Through My Sight And Touch And Sound 
In You And You In Me? 
 
Lord, Your Summons Echoes True 
When You But Call My Name. 
Let Me Turn And Follow You 
And Never Be The Same. 
In Your Company I’ll Go 
Where Your Love And Footsteps Show. 
Thus I’ll Move And Live And Grow 
In You And You In Me. 
 
Let us hear the words of the Benediction. 
We who seek the narrow way lift high the name of Jesus, our gate, that 
through that holy entrance we continue to dwell in the blessing of God 
Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit protecting and guiding us now and 
forever. 
Amen. 


