
 

 

A&S Kirkgate Parish Church  
Sunday 10th May 2020 (Still in Lock-Down) 
Reflections by your locum Brian Murray 
 
 Hello and a very warm welcome to you if you have been listening in before or 
this is your first time, and now you can listen on the phone line so hi to you on 
the phone call. And Hi all,  I hope you will be blessed with our wee gathering 
here until such times as we can meet up face to face. As I record this I can 
see your faces in my minds eye that I haven't seen for the last 7 weeks or so. 
God willing we will all be back together in some fashion in the not too distant 
future. 
 
This is Christian Aid week and it will be very difficult for the charity this year. 
Obviously we can’t go round doors as usual. But keep the charity and their 
wonderful work for the Lord in your prayers for this time. You can visit their 
web site and donate that way towards the excellent projects that they do in 
the name of our Lord God. 
 
We are challenged to think on what damage we are doing to the climate of 
this planet. Especially the developed nations like our own corporately and 
personally. 
 
There are a vast amount of earths population in the poorer parts of this 
world - we call it third world! How much trust do you think they place in us 
for help. How many times do we pay lip service to climate change, to 
listening to their long term concerns not just the immediate need for 
provisions? How many times do we hear the cries of need above the noise 
of the machinery exporting the minerals from the soil around them. So if 
there is a way of supporting Christina Aid this week perhaps an e envelope 
for giving then look out for that if you can. 
 
Well today we look at a very well known passage of scripture John 14 that is 
commonly recited for comfort at funerals and we’ll try and we should extricate 
it from that idea for our own exaltation today. 
 
So let us calm our hearts and minds for a little while before we begin our 
reflections and worship. 
 
Our call to worship comes from Psalm 31 Verses 1-5 and is a call that brings 
comfort to the weary soul in need of succour and love in an uncertain world at 
this time. 
Let us hear the word of the Lord. 



 

 

 
In you, Lord, I have taken refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame; 
    deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Turn your ear to me, 
    come quickly to my rescue; 
be my rock of refuge, 
    a strong fortress to save me. 
3 Since you are my rock and my fortress, 
    for the sake of your name lead and guide me. 
4 Keep me free from the trap that is set for me, 
    for you are my refuge. 
5 Into your hands I commit my spirit; 
    deliver me, Lord, my faithful God. 
 
Our opening hymn today is Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise, so if you have 
your CH4 to hand it is number  132 
 
CH4 132 Immortal, Invisible, God only wise.  
 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might ; 
thy justice like mountains, high soaring above 
thy clouds, which are fountains  
of goodness and love. 
 
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small ; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all ; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we would render : O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 
 
 



 

 

Shall we join our hearts and minds in prayer let us pray. 
 
Loving Lord God, 
creator of all that is seen 
and all that is hidden; 
we gather in our houses, our rooms, to worship and adore you. 
May our houses here on earth 
be a reflection of your heavenly home. May our doors 
always be open in welcome, 
may our love be shared with all people, may our worship be inclusive 
and may our praise be honest and true. 
As we seek to follow in the way of Jesus, may others see you in us 
as the disciples saw you in Jesus.  
Merciful God, we are sorry 
for the times when we fail you, 
for the times when we turn from your way to follow our own path. 
We are sorry 
for the times that we misunderstand or disregard your will for us. 
We come humbly before you today and ask for your forgiveness. 
Help us to accept 
your free offer of forgiveness 
and put us back on the right pathway. 
Lead us to your kingdom here on earth help us as we assist you in its 
creation. In the name of Jesus we pray who taught us the Lords Prayer when 
we say together in our places. 
Our Father, Who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our debts  
as we forgive our debtors 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory 
Forever, 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Our bible reading today comes from John 14 verses 1-….. Jesus comforts his 
disciples. 
 
Jesus, the Way to the Father NLT 
1“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 
2There is more than enough room in my Father’s home.a If this were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for 
you?b 3When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you 
will always be with me where I am. 4And you know the way to where 
I am going.” 
5“No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where 
you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me. 7If you had really known me, 
you would know who my Father is.c From now on, you do know him 
and have seen him!” 
8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
9Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you 
still don’t know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father! So why are you asking me to show him to you? 10Don’t you 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I 
speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work 
through me. 11Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have seen me do. 
12“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same 
works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to 
be with the Father. 13You can ask for anything in my name, and I will 
do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 14Yes, ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it! 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Let us sing once more  
 
CH4 547 What a Friend we have in Jesus 
 
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear ! 
What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer ! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
oh, what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer ! 
 
Have we trials and temptations, 
is there trouble anywhere ? 
We should never be discouraged : 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
who will all our sorrows share ? 
Jesus knows our every weakness : 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
cumbered with a load of care ? 
Jesus is our only refuge : 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you ? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer ! 
In his arms he’ll take and shield you ; 
you will find a solace there. 
 
My Reflection today is entitled - Jesus the embodiment of truth. 
 
In a troubled and uncertain world, how can Jesus being "the WAY, the 
TRUTH, and the LIFE" affect our understanding of who Jesus is? 
Many people have told us the truth, but no one ever embodied it. 
Moral Truth is inherent and displayed in our living as we follow the ways of 
Christ Jesus. In all the actions and sayings teachings and miracles, Jesus 
embodies what truth is. A truth that we can trust with all our hearts above 
everything else in life. 
 



 

 

John 14 starts with verses of deep comfort: ‘do not let your hearts be 
troubled’ (v.1). In our belief in Christ we are to trust Him for we believe and 
trust in God.  
These words, first spoken into a context of tension, doubt and despair in the 
upper room, are much needed for His disciples who were feeling 
overwhelmed and saddened by the thought of what Jesus was telling them 
about His arrest and death. 
 
Jesus comforts His followers. We need a word of great encouragement and 
hope through all the things that ails the world today. We too need a message 
of hope every day we wake.  
Christ’s words of comfort are real not wishful thinking. His words reveal also 
Jesus purpose in coming to earth. To gather the believers and to make a 
place for them in Heaven. 
His words of comfort are life changing, they help us look forward beyond 
suffering to a time of great elation because we can trust there is one who is 
the truth. One who doesn't just tell the truth but embodies it totally.  
In that truth can we place our life and trust our Lord Jesus with it for all 
eternity? 
 
Trust, is a strange concept is it not? It speaks of loyalty, sometimes so 
intense that one might die for a brother or sister.  
There is a need on our part for complete truthfulness that allows trust to 
build among us. Today I am thinking of that trust we must build in Jesus.  
Jesus never deceived or told lies. His truth could be hard hitting, but  born 
of love and care for our souls. Sometimes we need to be hard and 
steadfast in our faith in order to be kind to those we love. 
 
Let me I ask you, then, who do you trust? Who is it in life that you have 
looked up to - trusted with your deepest secrets and future well being. 
Maybe it was a parent - Mum or Dad - A grampa or Nana - a teacher -  
lecturer. Or a very close friend or spouse.  
We all need someone to look up to at some time in our lives, to be inspired 
by and to trust with the our deeper feelings.  
 
We all know too well the horrible feeling of betrayal when a trust is broken. 
From our close relationships to a wider issue of government. Perhaps the 
most distrusted people on earth are the politicians. How some might make 
us feel adrift and insecure, unsure of where we are to go and what 
happens next - We trusted - we bared all - how could this be? Some feel 
that way towards God when they encounter life tragedies.  



 

 

Quite an understandable reaction, but one that, I’m sure, we all pray and 
hope will give way to trust once more when looked at through spiritual 
eyes. 
What truths do we find in our passage today? 
 
Verse 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will 
know my Father as well. 
Last week we looked at Jesus the Gate for the Good Shepherd to protect 
His flock. Jesus the way.  
Now we look at the his claim that He is the truth. All that Jesus taught, all 
that He said never had a deceitful word in it, He was brutally honest about 
what was in store for us in this abundant life where we might find suffering 
at times not least because we are Christians, and our great reward in the 
place prepared for us. Everything He uttered was positive and 
encouraging, even in the warnings; seeking to bring the listeners into the 
kingdom.  
 
We too must let our words reflect the honesty of the Gospel. We should 
never witness of our faith by anything other than the word of God as we 
find in our Bibles. No amount of worldly bribes will win souls in a lasting 
way for Christ. No simplification of the story to suit the ear of the listener 
however palatable we try to make it will take away the suffering of Christ 
on the cross, the glory of the resurrection and the amazing events of the 
ascension. It is what it is and will always be. 
Let our Yes be yes and our no be no. Christina speak truthfully and plainly 
like our greatest mentor Jesus. 
 
Jesus, in all He does and says give all the praise and glory to God. He told 
us so for He only did what the Father willed. 
 
10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me 
does his work through me. 11Just believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have 
seen me do. 
 
This further reinforces what Jesus said in  
John 6: 38 
For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of 
him who sent me. 



 

 

 
Let us remember that we shouldn’t be found acting in a selfish manner, but 
to try and do only what we feel God has purposed for us and in so doing 
we live for God and give Him the glory and praise. 
When we do these things Jesus says that the disciples ,which is you and 
me who profess to being followers of Christ, will go on to do greater things 
than He. 
 
12“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I 
have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the 
Father. 
 
We must be careful in our interpretation. Jesus lived in the Galilee District 
most of His life, went to Jerusalem for festivals. Never left the small country 
in which He lived. Yet He set up a network of disciples who scattered to all 
corners preaching the Gospel. He even reached out to the other sheep, 
the gentiles. He converted Saul a zealous Pharisee from one who 
persecuted the new church of Christ, called ‘the way,’ to be a leading 
disciple to the gentiles. We now have a greater ability to spread the Gospel 
message even more in our modern day then ever, with the internet and 
wifi.  
 
See how many more people are listening in and watching services that 
don't like going into a church building. In this way we are doing greater 
witness than the Saviour Himself and that is how He intended.  
 
This is all about trust today. If we believe Jesus words. He is in the Father 
and the Father in Him. If we truly believe Jesus claims then we understand 
God to be compassionate, loving, forgiving, holy and righteous and who 
cares deeply for His flock. You and me included.  
If we trust in Jesus do we firmly believe that? Do we remember that in the 
light of all the suffering we witness or perhaps go through in life ourselves 
we have a God who cares. Do we trust that no matter what befalls us we 
have a place prepared for us and with that sure and certain knowledge 
look at life on earth a little differently? 
  
Jesus must have told the disciples on numerous occasions that He was 
going to the Father and that He would prepare a place for them to follow in 
everlasting life. The way the question is put seems to suggest that He is 
telling them again.  
 



 

 

NLT2There is more than enough room in my Father’s home.a If this were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?b 
 
NIV verse 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would 
I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? He has 
already told them. 
 
What ever, He is assuring them that they must be comforted by that 
thought as we should be also for we too can forget what we know at times 
of the grace of God.  
That is the crux of the passage for those sitting at a funerals, but this 
assurance is for the benefit of the living not the dead. 
Thomas ever the questioner perhaps the more empirical of the twelve 
speaks simply that He does not know where Jesus is going. Sometimes 
we need to just ask a silly question of God when we think the answer must 
be complicated and beyond us. 

 
 I come back to the question of trust. Whom do you and I trust 
wholeheartedly with all our secrets, all our failings, all our hopes and fears. 
 
For Jesus made it plain in answer to Thomas and Philip who He is and 
where He is going in triumph and glory. He makes it plain that they have 
seen the face of God if they have seen Him and truly believed. Truly 
trusted.  For through that trust is reward beyond any mortal imagination. 
 
 What ever place this heaven is Jesus speaks of it as a place off peace 
and harmony. A place where there is more than enough room for all those 
who love God.  
Can they trust this is the Son of God? In short this is the incarnate deity 
they have known before them teaching about humility, holding back the 
anger and thoughts of revenge on those who subdue God’s chosen 
people. To show restraint in the face of death.  
Can they trust Jesus, can they trust themselves? 
 
We must ask a similar question. Do we truly trust and believe in Jesus as 
our saviour. Can we trust ourselves with that Gospel message and can we 
be trusted to tell others plainly with no conditions laid before our loved 
ones.  
No wavering thoughts - perhaps - maybe - could be, it’s up to you feelings. 
Jesus is the one who loves. Here is the one who came and has come to 
give life, not death. Here is the one who brings comfort to the needy, the 



 

 

oppressed and the weak. If you have seen me you have seen the Father. 
One who revealed the face of God the powerful creator of all things near 
and far. 
Christian sisters and brothers, we live in that love of God with all the 
comfort of scripture that we need to persevere, to keep going in the face of 
all adversity, for the knowledge of eternity, our new home is written in the 
foremost places of our minds.  
Here lives hope, here lives peace in life’s terrible moments. Times when 
we are in the deepest of despair if we succumb to it, through illness, loss of 
a job, death of a loved one, physical, mental and spiritual wars that rage 
around and within us. Here is the God who takes those afflictions upon 
Himself to the cross that we might have abundant life, not death.  
So we might live always in hope not despair and that we can go on to 
emulate, to show Christ in our lives to all those who suffer or are needing a 
mentor to trust.  
Just as Jesus said If you have seen me you have sen the Father, can we 
say to those we love If you have seen me you have seen Christ living in 
me? 
Can we be the one others look up to and can we bear that cross. Is that 
responsibility one the Holy Spirit gifts to you who listen and trust today?  
The strength through faith comes from Jesus in whom we place our trust to 
care for our lives given over to Him. When we open our hearts in such a 
manner we will have life for Jesus told us He is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life - take it to heart - let such words rest deep in the heart for that is the 
comfort we seek and live in. That is a comfort we can give to others we 
love and know.  
Amen 
 
 
Let us pray our prayers of Thanksgiving and Intersession. This Cristian Aid 
week we have been given prayers relating to the state of the earth due to 
climate change and we should open our prayer with those words the Charity 
has kindly given us before we come to other pressing matters. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Climate emergency prayer 
God of justice and love, 
help us listen to our sisters and brothers 
who are living with the reality of the climate emergency. 
We pray for people who are hungry 
because of failed harvests and dry river beds. For people who are homeless 



 

 

because of unpredictable and extreme weather, for people who are struggling 
to make a living in ever more challenging circumstances. 
We pray alongside people everywhere 
who show that another world is possible 
through their words and actions. 
We stand in solidarity with all those who are suffering 
Give us the strength we need 
to play our part in restoring Your world to act justly and to walk humbly. 
May our love for our neighbours, 
even for those far from us, 
make known our love for You. 
In the name of Christ, 
 
Loving Lord God there are many afflictions present on earth at this time. All 
that we see in the realms of poverty of the many, the illness and suffering of 
the body, the weakening of mental health. A spiritual vacuum where Jesus is 
set aside. 
In all these things, for all these loved ones and those further afield we pray. 
May Your mighty hand of healing and restoration fall upon us to remove the 
viruses that lay us low and take life, the crushing stress that affect the mind 
and the anger or bitterness that holds the Holy Spirit at bay.  
‘Jehovah Rapha’, God who heals, hear our prayer and act mercifully upon us 
your children. 
We pray for those who are lonely because of the lock down, those without 
access to help most of the time. Bless them with a phone call, a knock on the 
window, the simple human things that bring cheer. 
We pray for those who mourn the loss of a loved one recently or some time 
ago either through the Corona Virus or other ailments and healing is taking 
too long. Lord God place Your loving arms around them in a comfort that 
allows them to feel You close to them. Ease the pain of their hearts and bring 
peace to their troubled minds. 
Abba Father help us to see the love in the world today, to know You are in 
control however hard that is for us to understand and to trust in You for the 
future. 
In love we bring our prayer in the name of Jesus  
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
As we come to the end of our time of worship shall we sing together 
  
CH4 154 How Great Thou Art. 
 
O Lord my God ! when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed : 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees ; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze : 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
 
And when I think that God his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die - I scarce can take it in, 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin : 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home - what joy shall fill my heart ! 
Then shall I bow in humble adoration 
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art ! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
‘How great thou art, how great thou art !’ 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Benediction 
May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory. 
May God bless us with fury at creation’s spoiling. 
May God bless us with courage at this critical hour. 
And may the blessing of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us 
and on all creation,    
this day and for the future to come.    
Amen 
 
 
 
 


