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From your Locum ...
Mr Brian Murray, Tel: 01294 822272
Email: brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Dear Friends,

Can you remember the days when we 
put out a dustbin and it contained all the 
family waste and the ashes from the fire 
all in one good sized container? We didn’t 
have as much packaging to get rid of and 
we kept the garden waste on compost 
heaps or dug it in.

Today we have all sorts of containers for 
glass, paper, general rubbish and what not.
We have become a society of waste makers. 
Throwing stuff away rather than up-cycling 
it or mending it in the fashion of times 
gone by. We have so much we might forget 
the actual value of all the blessings we have 
and are allowed by God.
 
We have also come to realise the damage 
we are doing to the planet with land fill 
and simply throwing plastic containers 
away where they clog up rivers and are 
found deep in the oceans. Things that we 
considered worthless and of no good were 
simply dealt with this way. But then by 
sorting through our worthless waste we 
find there is a use in recycling and good 
is still there in that container or piece of 
metal which can be melted and formed 
anew into something worthwhile.

We can apply that idea to ourselves, 
perhaps. We can think we’re not much 
use to others and, even worse, think of 
ourselves as worthless. Paul reminds us 
that the Gospel, at heart, never considers 
us as useless and worthless. 

Quite the contrary God 
created you and I and He 
considers us wonderfully made in  
His image.

I know there is much talk at the moment 
of staff and residents in Care Homes 
being considered second class to the 
NHS hospital workers and patients. This 
is something the politicians would refute, 
but that is the perception. We can perceive 
ourselves or some others as less worthy 
or irredeemable. Some think themselves 
of little worth to anyone. Paul tells us that 
God thinks differently for He is able to use 
us in many ways that the world might think 
as nothing.

Many in Corinth were despised treated as 
second class citizens, even among Christ’s 
followers, but Paul told them that God 
looked upon all human life as precious and 
special to Him. 

You see it is not what we have that 
identifies us in God’s eyes, it is who we 
are. He does not just see us as what we 
are only, but what He knows we can be. 
Through Jesus He gave all to make it 
possible that we can rise to our purpose in 
Christ. When we despair of ourselves and 
feel like rubbish that society has sidelined, 
we know God does not condone that.

There are many sitting lonely in their 
house afraid of this virus at the moment. 
They might be feeling ignored, left out, 
unaware of the fact that folks at Kirkgate 
are thinking of them and praying for them. 

God,…. chose the foolish of this world in order to shame the strong, 
the lowest and the disposed - those considered as nothing - to quash 
those who consider themselves something, so that nobody may boast 
before Him. 1 Cor. 1:26-29
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From your Locum cont’d ...
Over the last few weeks our ‘Pastoral 
Team’ have got hold of many telephone 
numbers and are calling around to cheer 
people up and to point them to the right 
places when they need help with food or 
medical supplies. I have even managed 
a few calls myself and I can tell you that 
those who receive a call are so grateful 
because they feel wanted and are still 
considered special to us. 

You don’t need to be part of the Pastoral 
Care Team to phone a friend or a family 
member. Now is the time to talk. You 
remember the advert ‘It’s good to talk’. 
Well it must have been made for times  
like these.

Remember Jesus words in  
Luke 12 verses 6 and 7:

Are not live sparrows sold for a couple 
of pence? Yet God does not overlook a 
single one of them. Believe me, the very 
hairs of your head are numbered. Never 
fear, then, for you mean even more to 
Him than many sparrows.

May God bless us with health 

Your Friend and Locum 
Brian 
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Prayer Page Alison Buick

YOU ARE THE CHRIST

Living God we praise you for in Jesus, you came in to this suffering world.  
Jesus the prophet, through whom we are challenged by your word.

You point out the way for us to follow as we hear his words and see his actions. 
Jesus the Messiah, in whom we recognise your presence.

You show us the reality of life in your chosen one’s suffering and death. 
Jesus the crucified, in whom we know your love.

You call us to follow him to forget self and carry our cross. 
Jesus the despairing, with whom we share your sorrow.

You reveal that the Cross is not the last act for you raise us with him from death. 
Jesus the resurrection, with whom we come to your final glory.

AMEN

From Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook

PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY COVID -19

Father God our rock and shield, we pray for our land and all 
places in the world, as many endure effects of COVID-19 and 
coronavirus pandemic.

For those who are ill, grant healing 

For those who mourn the death of loved ones, bring comfort

For those who care for the sick, grant strength and endurance 

For those who are isolated or whose livelihood is threatened, 
bring courage and hope.

For governments and health practitioners, give wisdom and 
compassion to accompany experience.

Deliver us from this disease we pray, and enable all nations and 
communities to grow in collaboration and unity as we face this 
challenge together.

We pray in Jesus’ name in the unity of the Spirit

AMEN

“It is impossible to enjoy idling thoroughly unless one has plenty of work to do. There is no fun in 
doing nothing when you have nothing to do. Wasting time is merely an occupation then, and a most 
exhausting one. Idleness, like kisses, to be sweet must be stolen.”

“I like work: it fascinates me. I can sit and look at it for hours.”

“Let your boat of life be light, packed with only what you need - a homely home and simple pleasures, 
one or two friends, worth the name, someone to love and someone to love you, a cat, a dog, and a pipe 
or two, enough to eat and enough to wear, and a little more than enough to drink;  
for thirst is a dangerous thing. ”

Jerome K. Jerome Quotes
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Church Register
For those of you with computers, smart 
phones or whatever devices you use, we 
hope you enjoyed receiving the 
April ‘Kirkgate Messenger’ 
electronically. I have to thank Stuart for 
pulling together the mailmerge which 
allowed us to give you this service. We 
were pleased that it worked and to the 
response we got, so thanks also for all 
your kind words of thanks. 

To compensate for the non-recording 
of the weekly service on to the memory 
sticks and for those without computers 
etc., we can now offer another facility by 
means of your telephone, please see the 
fuller article about this on page 11.

The magazine is also available on 
the website, along with lots of other 
information to keep our church family 
informed and perhaps join the various 
chat groups that are being set up. 

Since we only have one more magazine to 
produce before our break for the summer 
we look forward to your contributions by 
Sunday 31st May at the very latest please.

Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net with 
any interesting news or events. A written 
copy will be fine if you don’t use a 
computer. 

From the Editor

Subscribers to Life & Work should have 
received their copies in the post direct 
from the printers. This was a service they 
offered after they realised that the April 
edition was also in lock down in many 
churches!! 
 
Visit the Life and Work website for 
regular news and exclusive features,  
and find it on Facebook and 
Twitter.

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’  
& Life & Work Convenor

Life & Work 

FUNERALS: 
“In my Father’s house are many mansions”

Prayer Group
I would like to start by saying a great big thank you to 
James and Brian for the services they stream for us, 
the hymns and prayers for Easter were especially  
welcome during this on going lockdown. 
 
Father, as a church we cannot meet as usual but we 
pray that you hear us at this time; Lord, we pray for 
our congregation especially those who live alone and 
find this very difficult. We pray for those who are ill at 
this time and ask that you lay your healing hands on 
them. Anyone bereaved and those struggling that your  
comfort will reach them and they find peace with you. 
 
Father, we are aware families are very much apart but 
with today’s technology we pray that they can still 
communicate with each other. Until this passes and 
we are all once again able to see each other and get 
back to church and other groups. 
 
So Father, please hear our prayers for a quick end 
to this pandemic so that your world can once again 
come together as you would have us, hear these our 
prayers in your son’s name. 
Amen 
 
Keep safe

Margaret Cassidy 
Prayer Group leader

17/4/20 Mr Samuel (Sam) Kennedy,  
20 Westfield Court, Winton Circus, Saltcoats 
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Kirk Session Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

Well folks, it seems ages since we were last able to meet together for any 
fellowship, and life has certainly changed for us all! Our last Sunday service in the 
hall was on Sunday 15th March. Since then we are very fortunate that we have 
had a weekly service provided online for us by Brian (with great recordings of 
singing added by Stuart!), and you will see elsewhere in this magazine that there 
is also now the option to dial up to the recording of the Kirkgate audio service. I 
know that we have all been trying to keep in touch by phone, and this is exactly 
why we are known for being such a caring community. 

Although the Kirk Session is obviously not able to meet as usual, you should rest assured that we 
are in touch by email and phone when decisions need to be taken, and also with James, our Interim 
Moderator. Similarly the members of the Nominating Committee are continuing to work away in the 
background during these strange times.

I think a lot of positive things have been happening both locally and further afield. Community groups 
are coming to the fore and ensuring that essential groceries and medicines are delivered to those who 
are self-isolating. Traffic on our roads, railways, flight paths, rivers and oceans has decreased, and so 
too has the pollution which that brings. We have a lot of extra free time! No more rushing about trying 
to get things done! Lots of people have taken up a new hobby or rediscovered an old one. I am a great 
fan of jigsaws, and have been able to do lots of them since lockdown began. Many are resuming crafts 
which they had left aside, and we have time to read. We have been greatly blessed by this great spell 
of weather and also by the signs of spring which are all around us. The trees are suddenly green again, 
and many are covered in blossom, and flowers are blooming. Our essential workers are all doing great 
jobs. We have comfortable homes in which to stay and it has not been too difficult to get food. We have 
to trust in the Lord and wait to see what his plan is for us all. 

I hope that we will all learn from this experience. I have realised how fortunate we are to have our 
children and grandchildren living nearby, and in more normal times we see them at least once a week. 
Others are not so fortunate and can only see their loved ones occasionally and speak on the phone. 
I think that many have realised the value and importance of our education system, and are finding it 
difficult to cope with home schooling, not to mention having the children around all day. Perhaps you 
have come to appreciate the freedom in normal times to meet together for worship and fellowship, 
and to be able to pop in and see a friend for a chat. Please continue to pray that we will return to these 
times soon, and stay safe and well.

A teacher brought balloons to school and 
asked the children to blow them all up 
and then each write their names on their 
balloon. They tossed all the balloons into 
the hall while the teacher mixed them from 
one end to the other. The teacher then gave 
them 5 minutes to find the balloon with their 
name on it. The children ran around, looking 
frantically but as the time ran out - nobody 
had found their own balloon…

Then the teacher told them to take the 
balloon closest to them and give it to the 
person whose name was on it. In less than 
2 minutes everyone had their own balloon. 
Finally the teacher said, 

“Balloons are like happiness. No one will find it looking for theirs only. Instead if everyone cares about 
each other they will find theirs as quickly as possible.” 

Happiness
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Jean Rainey, TreasurerTreasurer’s Report

It such a pity that work on our little fundraising boxes has been halted for the 
moment. If you can find a little box of your own or a jam jar why not save your 
spare coins until we can get the boxes out to everyone. The money collected will 
go towards our refurbishment and it is surprising how all the small amounts add 
up. We need every penny to help us get back into the Sanctuary and make our 
Church as welcoming as our congregation. 

Fund Raising

The balances of Accounts as at 18th April 2020 were as follows:

General Account £20996.63. 

Fabric Account £26962.39 of which £10,000.00 is earmarked for the sound system.

Cottage Account has a balance of £5206.47 broken down as follows:

Mrs Reid’s bequest £1276.82, Mrs Irvine’s bequest £1000, Mrs Lockie’s bequest £500, Hymn books 
£238, Organ fund £2185.10

The Session Discretionary Fund stands at £885.51 Minister’s Benevolent Fund at £3412.17.

The amount collected by standing order and cheque for the month of

January was £2019.   February was £1919   March was £2637.

The amount collected through the plate for the month of 

January was £1920   February was £1841   March was £975.

The Craft team gave the Church a generous donation of £650 and the Keep fit group donated £332 to 
the Organ fund. Many thanks to these groups for their continued support.

Many thanks to our regular standing order contributors and to those who have set up a standing order 
payment. Many thanks also to those who have paid directly into the Church’s bank account or who 
have sent me cheques. It is very much appreciated.

If anyone would like to pay in directly to the church bank account, the details are as follows:

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church.  
Sorting code- 83-27-02 Account No. 00277208 

If doing so could you put your name as reference so we can claim gift aid if you have signed a  
declaration previously. If you wish to set up a standing order a mandate form is printed at the end of 
the magazine. Again could you put your name as the reference.

We have always tried to keep six months’ reserves of expenditure in the bank account so at the  
moment we have enough to pay our bills for the next few months bearing in mind our biggest  
expenditure is our M&M payment to Edinburgh of £4453.40 monthly.

The accounts were approved by the Session before the lockdown and were signed off by the  
accountants.

These were sent off to Edinburgh and I have completed the OSCR return for the Charities Board and 
this has been sent off too. 

It is also time for the end of year returns to HMRC so I have been kept busy while our lockdown has 
been in place.

I hope everyone is keeping well and finding ways of occupying themselves at this difficult time. Stay 
safe and take care.
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KA Leisure Chair Aerobics Craft Team
Like everyone else we are 
missing our Tuesday’s 
catching up with one 
another. 

The worst thing is we all need to cook our 
own meal at home instead of sampling each 
others culinary delights. We normally take a 
turn each week and that means six Tuesdays 
without cooking !! 

We even sometimes 
have a fish supper as 
a special treat,then 
everyone gets a night 
off. 

We do enjoy making cards as well as eating 
and are all doing some craft work at home. 
It’s a relaxing hobby to pass the time with in 
this strange world we’re all living in. 

By the time we get back to the church we’ll 
have a whole new stock of cards for all our 
loyal customers to choose from. 

Our wedding invitation order which I  
mentioned last month is on hold. Sadly 
like many others, the wedding has been 
postponed until next year. We wish our 
couple well and are sure that all the wedding  
celebrations next year will be extra special. 
Keep safe.  
Jean Hay

The ‘Chairobics’ 
class is still ‘alive 
and kicking’  
despite  
lockdown.

Several of us have 
been carrying out a 
regular exercise re-
gime on Tuesday afternoons (or on Weds, Thurs, 
Friday .... if we forget!)

This is thanks to the input of Sharon McIntyre 
and our instructor Laura of KA leisure who have  
provided us with a programme of exercises to 
keep us busy. 

This is followed, of course, by a much needed 
cup of tea or coffee and a ‘virtual’ chat.

Eventually, we hope to return to our regular  
Tuesday afternoon classes. Do feel free to join 
us. You will be most welcome.

Christine Ewing

Elizabeth McMahon 

The Guild
Since lockdown arrived before the 
close of session.  We would hope 
to reschedule our AGM as soon as 
possible after everything we pray will 
be back to normal. 

As of yet, we have not made any plans for our 
syllabus for the coming session, that also will 
depend on when restrictions are lifted. 

At this time nothing is  
happening in the  
community or with our 
church, in fact if you are 
out for your daily walk it is pretty sad seeing 
our town so quiet, this must just  
happen to be rid of this virus.

I would hope when we come through this and 
return to some normality that it will be  
possible to arrange a big social night when we 
can gather together just for the fun of gathering 
with a light supper and refreshments.

Till then keep safe.

Margaret Cassidy

Church and 
Community
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Mima McSwanProperty Report
The arrival of the Coronavirus has had a major impact on all aspect of our lives  
recently. For some that impact will have been greater, especially where the virus has 
affect families, or as work in many areas has come to a standstill, with companies 
having to close down to safeguard their people.

Churches involved with up and coming renovation projects are no different. All  
Churches have had to close, and in the circumstances, we willingly respect the  
requirements placed on us. Yes, it has been disappointing for the team who are 
progressing phase 2, as we once again face a holdup in commencing the work in the 
sanctuary. While we might be disappointed at not progressing as fast as we would wish, our thoughts 
are also with the congregation who have had to contend with being out of the sanctuary for the past 
year and 3 months. We do acknowledge that worshipping in the sanctuary means so much to many 
members, and we all look forward to the joyful day when we can once again worship in the church.

We are grateful to our Project Manager, Stewart Hamilton who has been beavering away on our behalf 
during this time of lockdown. In any sizeable project a Tender Document requires to be raised covering 
all aspects of the forthcoming work. If Stewart is successful in this task, then he hopes to have it in our 
hands by the end of this month or the beginning of May. Lockdown will provide us with an opportunity 
to concentrate on the contents of the Tender Document. We require to read the document, raise any 
issues that concern us and then have it approved by all the necessary bodies before any contractor can 
commence work at Kirkgate. 

Unfortunately, the additional funding we are seeking has also had to come to a standstill, but once 
businesses and charity concerns open their doors again then we will be recommencing our search for 
funds.
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. Please 
keep the team up-to-date with information about people who need 
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for everyone. Please 
don’t assume they already know - they would rather hear several 
times over than not at all. The main contacts for Pastoral Care are: 

Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

The Kirkgate Family Phone Tree seed has been planted. Deep roots have 
been established, with a strong central trunk of enthusiastic pastoral care 
team & willing volunteer callers whose calls are branching out throughout 
our “locked down” congregation. The opening leaves and blossom are the 
recipients of the calls.

Feedback from team callers has been very positive, calls are well received 
and future calls eagerly anticipated. 

A further bonus for our “non-internet” folk has been the setting up 
of landline number to access Brian & Stuart’s weekly Kirkgate audio 
services & all callers are passing this information to folk on their list. 
Thanks to Stuart & Brian for this much needed service, see details on 
page opposite.

Again , a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to all callers for their willingness and 
efforts to ‘Keep Kirkgate Connected’ great team work !! 

Stay safe, well & prayerful.

Evelyn Green,  
Pastoral Care Team Co-ordinator

PASTORAL CARE TEAM

West Kilbride Parish Church is also using Zoom video/audio conferencing for 
some online meetings where folk can keep in contact. You can download Zoom for iPhone / iPad (App Store), 
Android (Google Play) or for Windows 10 and Mac. You can also use it via a web browser (Google Chrome 
recommended). For all meetings, the room ID will be the same.

Simply go to: https://zoom.us and type in the meeting ID: 933 921 8888
Our Meeting ID will be the same for all our meetings to make things simple.

If you can't connect via your PC or Smartphone, you can join via telephone. Simply phone: 0131 460 1196
When prompted, type in the meeting ID followed by the hash key: 933 921 8888#
Please note that your standard network rates apply when you phone to join a meeting.

Below are some of the meetings they have on, to which all are welcome to join:
Tuesdays – 9.30am: Women / Men Who Pray - Zoom Meeting
Wednesdays – 7pm: Wednesday Fellowship - Zoom Meeting
Fridays – 10am - 12noon - Church Family Fridays - Social Gathering for chat.

If you would like to receive 
the Kirkgate Messenger 
by email (or know of any 
members who would like 
to receive it) then please 
send an email to:  
messenger@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk 
and we’ll add you in to the 
mailing list for the next 
edition. Thank you.
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How to listen to the Kirkgate weekly services

Here is an updated list of some online/tv religious 
services should you wish to watch/listen to something. 

KIRKGATE CHURCH – we are hosting a live video stream on 
Sunday mornings from our Interim Moderator, Rev James 
McNay, minister of West Kilbride Parish Church, along with 
contributions from Brian and others, on our website at: 
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk/live2

The CHURCH OF SCOTLAND has a list of congregations 
with online services (being updated regularly): www.
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online and wider 
list of worship resources at https://www.churchofscotland.org.
uk/news-and-events/news/2020/stay-connected-with-the-
church-of-scotland (Park Church has a short reflection on their 
website, and many other local churches are o� ering some 
form of worship on their websites or social media).

BBC Radio Scotland: NEW EVERY MORNING - Sunday 6.30-
7.00am: FM and online at www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b05ps1jk

BBC Radio 4: SUNDAY WORSHIP - Sunday 8.10am. FM and 
online at www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnds

BBC Radio Ulster: MORNING SERVICE – Sunday 10.15am. 
Online at www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007cphq

BBC Radio Ulster: 
SOUNDS SACRED with 
Richard Yarr – Sunday 
5.00pm. Online at www.
bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b007cpph

Premier Christian Radio (DAB and online): 
www.premierchristianradio.com/radioplayer
ALL SOULS IN PRAISE (Sundays 7am / 9pm repeat)
HEARTS AND HYMNS with Pam Rhodes (Sunday 8.00am)
SUNDAY LIVE with Pam Rhodes (Sunday 6pm)
ALL TOGETHER NOW (hymn singalong), Mon-Sat, 1pm

Other radio stations are available!

BBC1: SUNDAY WORSHIP – Times vary, but around 
10.45/11.15am, Sundays 

BBC1 Scotland: REFLECTIONS AT THE QUAY – Follows on from 
Sunday Worship above - times vary but approx. 11.15/11.30am 
Sundays

BBC1: SONGS OF PRAISE – Times vary, but approx. 1.15pm 
Sundays

Any BBC programme is available for catchup online via the 
BBC iPlayer or BBC Sounds.

As you should be aware we are updating our 
website (www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk) with a 
weekly short audio service from Brian and into 
which Stuart adds in some hymns from the 
archives, along with the live video service from 
West Kilbride Parish Church.

However, we are aware that not everyone may 
have access to the internet in order to listen to 
the service, so by the wonders of technology, we 
have been able to set up a dedicated telephone 
service which will play each week’s service over 
the phone. 

The number is 01294 444201 - a local rate 
number - so depending on your phone provider 
it may be free for you to listen to it, or at worst, 
it will be a minimal local rate charge. There is 
a short introduction which will announce the 
date of the service, and after a pause of around 
15 seconds the service will hopefully play for 
around 30-35 minutes. 

If you receive courtesy phone calls from the 
pastoral care team, they should hopefully make 
you aware of the phone number as well. In the 
first week around 14 folk listened to the full 
service and over 650 minutes of audio were 
played over the phone service in total.

So please, pass the number around anyone 
you think that would like to listen to the weekly 
service - the number is 01294 444201.

“� e Church will not close, because the Church is all around us.”
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Community Hub Information - Tel: 01294 310000

Keep up to date here 
www.northayrshire.community/

your-community/three-towns

Facebook: Three Towns 

 Locality Partnership 
 

Monday - Friday
10am - 1pm
 

Call 01294 310000
Out with these times answerphones will pick up all
calls for the Hub Team to action the next working
day.

Three Towns Community Hub

ESOL
ESOL staff are offering virtual classes for ESOL learning.  

For more information contact Callum Paul 

calumpaul@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

Our Hubs will assist community 
members who need help with:

Active Schools would like to help the pupils / staff and families of North Ayrshire
stay active during these challenging times. There are so many great
opportunities out there, please follow these social media channels for more
information:
Facebook - 'Like' North Ayrshire Active Schools
Twitter - @NAActiveSchools

Young People and Youth Work
Youth Services are running a comprehensive programme ‘NACDigiYouth’ –
these include information, support, advice, daily challenges and signposting for
anyone aged 11-25.  Ind out more by following:
Facebook - 'Like' North Ayrshire Youth Services
Twitter - @NAYouthservices
Instagram – NACYouthServices
Snapchat - NACYouthSnaps
TikTok - @north_ayrshire_youth
They are also running a programme of digital youth groups for young people
across North Ayrshire.  For more information contact:
Three Towns - three-towns@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

Our Hubs will assist community 
members who need help with:

Information, guidance and support

Access to food (parcels, larder, hot meals)    

Prescription collection and delivery   

Advice and information to community groups

Access to sanitary products

Access to basic cleaning products      

Access to books for all ages

Our Hub is working in
partnership with a
variety of Community
Groups to provide
these services for the
locality area.

Locality Partnership Pages and Community Planning Website

Follow your locality partnership pages on Facebook to keep

up to date with localised information, signposting and current advice

 by searching for ‘Three Towns' Locality Partnership and liking their page for

updates.  The Facebook page for this can be found by searching for Three

Towns Locality Partnership or www.northayrshire.community/your-

community/three-towns

NHS
You can find the latest online health advice on NHS Inform at
www.nhsinform.scot

North Ayrshire Coronavirus Support
A Facebook support page has been setup to keep residents up to date with local

news - www.facebook.com/NACoronaCommunity/

North Ayrshire Council
North Ayrshire Council Twitter - https://twitter.com/North_Ayrshire

Education
Schools are running their own digital learning packages with pupils but for the
most up to date general information from North Ayrshire Education follow them on
twitter:  @NAC_Education

Money Matters
Providing welfare rights advice, assistance and representation for residents of
North Ayrshire.
Twitter - @NA_moneymatters

Helpful links: 

Our Hub is working in partnership with a variety of Community
Groups to provide these services for the locality area.

http://northayrshire.community/covid-19-updates-for-communities/35201/

PLEASE SEE PAGE 13 OPPOSITE FOR YOUR THREE TOWNS INFORMATION
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THREE TOWNS: USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS:  

Three Towns Community Hub: 01294 310000 
The hubs are a local point of contact for needs 
arising from COVID-19 including health & well-
being, money, and food. They are staffed by a 
small team of North Ayrshire Council and Health 
and Social Care Partnership staff and respond 
with advice, signposting, referral or coordinating 
volunteers.

Useful information will also be shared on the 
Locality Facebook Page and North Ayrshire 
Council’s Twitter accounts:

Three Towns Locality Facebook Page - www.
facebook.com/threetownslocalitypartnership/

North Ayrshire Council Twitter -  
twitter.com/North_Ayrshire

Doctors’ Surgeries
Three Towns Medical Practice, Stevenston  
Tel: 01294 464141

Stevenston Group Practice  
Tel: 01294 464413

Saltcoats Group Practice  
Tel: 01294 605141

South Beach Medical Centre, Ardrossan  
Tel: 01294 463011

Central Avenue Surgery, Ardrossan  
Tel: 01294 463838 

Out of Hours GP, Tel: 111

Out of Hours Social Services, Tel: 0800 328 7758

SOME THREE TOWNS FOOD RETAILERS 
NOW PROVIDING HOME DELIVERY ARE:

COVID-19 UPDATE FOR COMMUNITIES

Company Contact Details What They Can Do

Stevenston Post Office &  
Convenience Store 01294 464534 Free delivery, Phone or message on FB Page with 

order and contact details.

B&B Cafe, Countess Street, Saltcoats 01294 466725 or 
07751 305465 Delivery Service available.

Cali Stores, Saltcoats 01294 606481 Delivery Service available.

South Beach Stores, Ardrossan 01294 466616
Delivery Service, phone and order. Opening Hours 8 
am to 3 pm, 7days a week. Hot Food order through 
Food Hub.

Barclays Butchers, Stevenston 01294 464107 Can take orders over the phone, would require 
volunteers/family member to deliver.

Day To Day, Hamilton Street, Saltcoats 01294 473131 Delivery Service available.

Albert’s Chip Shop, Ardrossan 01294 462842 Delivery Services, happy to collect prescriptions and 
groceries in with their delivery.

Lothian Butchers, Ardrossan 01294 463852 Open, if volunteer driver can help with deliveries.

Beth Brownings, Stevenston 01294 552342 Open, if volunteer driver can help with deliveries.

Bicket’s Butchers, Saltcoats 01294 462699 Open, if volunteer driver can help with deliveries.

Thomas Baillie & Son Butchers 01294 462305 Open, if volunteer driver can help with deliveries.

The Windy Ha 01294 603850
Hot food home delivery service. Orders placed by 
calling the number. Menu available on their facebook 
page: facebook.com/TheWindyHa

Please see new Morrisons opening hours and details of doorstep delivery below. Doorstep 
delivery is available to vulnerable and elderly members of the community who are unable 
to go shopping in store. To access this service, view the order form at my.morrisons.com/
doorstep-deliveries/ and call 0345 611 6111 and select option 5 to place your order.
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CrossReach Information Sheet
May 2020

Looking to share ideas on local social care and outreach projects? The Social Care Forum is your 
one-stop-shop for social care resources. Visit: www.socialcareforum.scot/

COVID-19 Emergency Appeal 
The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting everyone and frontline care 
services face unprecedented challenges. The impact of COVID-19 means 
CrossReach residents can no longer receive visits during this worrying 
time. Staff are also under immense pressure as they continue to provide 
vital support in CrossReach’s residential and non-residential services. 
The organisation also faces challenges as it works to provide Personal 
Protective Equipment to all front-line staff. 

Your donations will help CrossReach tackle these concerns and continue 
providing care and support to those who use their services.  
For more information, please visit: bit.ly/COVID-19CrossReach

CrossReach Staff and Volunteers  
During this pandemic CrossReach’s front line staff have 
stepped up to the challenges presented by COVID-19 and 
without them the work CrossReach does would not be 
possible. Volunteers are also providing much needed support 
in various selfess ways. Their willingness to do what ever it 
takes to help, alleviates the pressure felt by services. 

To find out how you can join their wonderful volunteers, 
please visit: www.crossreach.org.uk/support-us/volunteer  or 
email: volunteer.withus@crossreach.org.uk

Personal Protective Equipment 
CrossReach has residential services throughout Scotland. Each one 
of these services has had to put in place additional measures to 
protect the residents and the staff. All of its residential services are 
home to the people who live there. As part of its ethos, CrossReach is 
maintaining that home feeling as much as possible, while balancing 
it with the clinical needs of the current pandemic and relatives’ 
expectations to wear PPE.

Like most care homes and other residential settings, CrossReach 
services were not set up as clinical establishments. Therefore 
providing the necessary resources to all residential services which 
includes gowns, masks, visors and associated equipment has been at 
the forefront of their efforts. 

Every week, personal protective equipment is arriving at the CrossReach central distribution site and 
being distributed by a staff team co-opted from other duties. This will be repeated regularly for the 
foreseeable future.  

To donate or find out more information, please visit: bit.ly/COVID-19CrossReach
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www.crossreach.org.uk

We hope you can make use of these features and opportunities in your congregations. 
To contact the CrossReach Supporter Development Team please call: 0131 454 4374
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CrossReach prayer widget for your church website  
CrossReach can email you a link to its Prayer Diary widget with easy to follow instructions on how 
to upload it. Every week, it will update automatically with a new set of prayers. For more information 
please contact: bdd@crossreach.org.uk

Bags for CrossReach Care Homes  
Members of churches have been creating bags for the staff at their local CrossReach care homes 
which allows them to safely take home their working clothes at the end of their shifts. The bags can 
then be put directly in the washing machine without having to take the clothes out. There are various 
patterns online to select from. 

To participate: www.sewcreativestudios.net/post/stay-home-sew-nhs-uniform-bags

The Moderator steps up for CrossReach  
The Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev Colin 
Sinclair, took part in the 2.6 Challenge on Sunday 26 April 
2020 to raise vital funds for CrossReach. The 2.6 Challenge, 
which enables people to donate money online, takes its 
inspiration from the London Marathon which was supposed 
to be held on the same date but was cancelled due to 
the pandemic. CrossReach Chief Executive Officer, Viv 
Dickenson, explained that: 
 “The 2.6 challenge will help fund CrossReach services 
through this difficult period. With many of our fundraising 
challenges being postponed or cancelled due to COVID-19 this challenge is a great alternative to 
help support our life changing services”.  
 
To read more about Moderator’s participation in the challenge: 
www.crossreach.org.uk/news/moderator-steps-up-for-the-26-challenge

Social Care Forum for Churches  
For churches seeking to do more within their community, the Social 
Care Forum is a great resource that can be utilised by the Church to 
reach those in need of help. Through the Forum, individual churches 
can discuss ideas and collaborate ways to provide assistance to their 
local community. There is also an array of information relating to older 
people, adults and children available to view and download.  
 
For more infomation, please visit: www.socialcareforum.scot/

Ways to support CrossReach  

• Recruitment: hrenquiries@crossreach.org.uk

• Volunteering, including offers for driving key workers: Volunteer.WithUs@crossreach.org.uk

• Supporters, indivduals/ groups/ corporates/ funders: supporters@crossreach.org.uk

• Supplies, equipment, general procurement: megan.forsyth@crossreach.org.uk

• General enquiries: info@crossreach.org.uk

......Cont’d
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......Cont’d
Thank you and a huge well done to Rt Rev Colin Sinclair, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, and to Mrs Moderator (Ruth Sinclair) who both took up the 2.6 challenge. In the 26 
minutes of the challenge, the Moderator managed 50 climbs of 26 steps (1300 steps) and Ruth reached 
her target of 26 climbs (676 steps). There were moments when the Moderator looked as though he 
might end up benefitting from the ministrations of the health service, but determined as always, he 
made it!   So far over £4,000 has been raised for Crossreach in the 2.6 challenge. These photographs 
were taken from the Crossreach Facebook page.
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Community Work

At Kirkgate we have decided 
to reinstate our collection 
box for the food bank. We are 
a distribution point for food 

parcels during the Care and Share lunches on Fridays, and 
we see the difference the parcels make. 

If you wish to contribute to this please see the list of foods 
required opposite and contact the Foodbank for info on 
where to deliver it to them at the present time.

For more information on the Food Bank website at www.
northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of three-days’ 
nutritionally balanced, non-perishable tinned and dried 
foods 

THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti,  

tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

Community Support Workers are keeping an 
eye on our lunch club friends. As far as we know 
all are safe and well. The Foodbank is operating 
from a central hub at the moment. Donations are 
recovering as essentials become more available 
however demand on the service has increased 
and any donations will be most gratefully 
received principally at local supermarkets. As 
more information becomes available about 

relaxing the lockdown we will discuss how to 
proceed with reopening some form of the lunch 
club. The form this takes will also be dependent 
on the availability of our volunteers.

Please continue to remember our lunch club 
clients, support workers and volunteers in  
your prayers. Thank you once again for all  
your support.  
Pam Martin 

CHANA

WORDS TO FIND

BRAVE

CARING

COMMUNICATION

CONFIDENTIAL

CONSIDERATE

EMPATHETIC

FAITHFUL

FORGIVING

FUNNY

GENEROUS

HONEST

INSEPARABLE

KIND

LISTENER

LOVING

LOYAL

PROTECTIVE

THOUGHTFUL

TRUTHFUL

TRUSTWORTHY
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The coronavirus pandemic is causing challenges for us all, and we are very sorry that we cannot visit 
your church at this time to share the Mary’s Meals story.

Until we can be together again, our founder, Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, has recorded a special 
message for your parishioners.

You can find his message at www.marysmeals.
org/message/12042020, filmed outside the shed 
in Argyll where it all began for Mary’s Meals, here. 
We hope you will help to spread the word about 
our beautiful mission by sharing it on your website 
or social media channels. 

Do not hesitate to contact us if you need the 
message in another format, or if you would like 
a copy of one of our moving films, Child 31 and 
Generation Hope, to share with your parishioners. 
A children’s activity pack, based on the story of 
Mary's Meals, is also available to download here.

Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers, and we look forward to meeting you again soon. 
If you would like to register interest in hosting a talk from one of our volunteers when it is safe to do so, 
contact us.

May the Lord bless and keep you,

Daniel Adams
UK Executive Director, Mary’s Meals
Mary's Meals · Craig Lodge · Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AR · United Kingdom

https://www.marysmeals.org/message/12042020
https://www.marysmeals.org/message/12042020
https://www.marysmeals.org/message/12042020
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Interim Moderator Rev James McNay
The Manse, Goldenberry 
Avenue, West Kilbride

01294 823186 JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum Mr Brian Murray
19 Snowdon Terrace,  
West Kilbride KA23 9HN

 01294 822272 brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care SEE PAGE 10 FOR CONTACT DETAILS 

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Moira Cooper
1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan 
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life 
& Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Jean Hay
18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS 

01294 469986

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinators Mrs Evelyn Green & Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira Cooper; 
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon 
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: 
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;  
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Miss Alison Buick;  
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;  
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.  
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;  
Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira Cooper. 

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001
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During this challenging period, Life and Work 
is committed to helping keep our Christian 
community connected and so we have made 
the May 2020 issue available on our website. 
This can be accessed by clicking here or visiting 
www.lifeandwork.org/resources/free-download-
may-2020

Feeding the Hungry:  
Reflection on foodbanks and impact of 
Covid-19
‘God has not Finished with “Scotland”: 
The Moderator-Designate,  
the Rev Dr Martin Fair
Assembly Cancellation:  
Church’s business meeting cancelled for first time in 
over 300 years
War’s End:  
The role of churches in peacebuilding across Europe 
on the 75th anniversary of VE Day

ylvia’s 
oapy 
udsS

33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 286573 | 07538 258347

Mon-Thu: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3.30pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm
Pick up and delivery available: 
Three Towns & Seamill: £2

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
0500 340875  or  46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

            

Financial Services Scotland Ltd is a team of fully qualified wealth advisers based in North Ayrshire. We specialise in: 

Investments - Pensions - Life Insurance - Mortgages - Home Insurance - Inheritance Tax Planning (not regulated by the FCA) 
Tel: 01294 539267  www.fsscotlandltd.co.uk

 
YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE 

Our typical fee for mortgage advice is £495. Financial Services Scotland Limited act as a credit broker not a lender.  
Financial Services Scotland Ltd is an appointed representative of Personal Touch Financial Services Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) 

 

THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING?
To arrange a convenient appointment, 

please call or email us today

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire

KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE

We aim to provide Soup and 
Sandwiches and our presence in 
the Kirkgate every Friday starting 
on 14th September from 12.30pm 
to 2pm for those who are homeless.
 
For further information contact 
CHANA on 07585 665751

Cunninghame & Kilmarnock

For a free no-obligation quote 
contact: 

Jim Morrison

01294  605 857
01563  573 787

Murray’s
Merchandise

Wide range of bespoke personalised 
products from just £2 - £15

Located in Sylvia’s Soapy Suds
33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan

Tel: 07488 235653 
Email: murraysmerchandiseayrshire@gmail.com

Life & Work: In the May edition...... 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/resources/free-download-may-2020
http://www.lifeandwork.org/resources/free-download-may-2020
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Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

Gents’ Barber

DEE DEES 
CUTZ

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 6464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

Kerr Baillie Ardrossan
01294 469124

Used Car Sales
Finance Available
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair
Bodyshop Accident / Insurance  
Repairs & Restoration 

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Tuesday

Established 1902
West End Cafe

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• Used Cars
• Tyres
• Exhausts
• MOTs
• Repairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk
10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan

Tel: 01294 469119

New Business: Open 6 Days
• Take Away • Sit In 
• Home Delivery 
• Outside Catering

Email: lyscott2000@yahoo.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
To: The Manager 
Bank name: 
Bank address: 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pay: The Royal Bank of Scotland  
Irvine (D) Branch 
69 High Street 
Irvine 
KA12 0AL  

For the credit of: Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
 Account Number 00277208 

Sort Code 83-27-02 
The sum of (in numbers 
and words): 

 

Commencing on the         day of                       in the year            and thereafter 
every month/year until cancelled by me in writing and debit my account 
accordingly:- 

Account name to be 
debited: 

 

Account number:  
Sort code:   
Details to be quoted on 
Payment advice to Royal 
Bank of Scotland 

 
 

  
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ______________________ 
 

Registered Scottish Charity SC023003 
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA 
Tel: 01294 472001 (answering machine) 
Email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk 


