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Hello and welcome to Kirkgate Parish Church short reflection for a Sunday 
morning in place of our Sunday worship in the church due to our restrictions 
and so called lock-down because of the Corona Virus. 
 
We now have another way to listen to this service and that is by listening in 
on the telephone and the number is on the web site or let me remind you it is 
a local number  it is  01294 444201 Spread the word for it is a good way of 
keeping us all together until we can meet up again. 
 
Let us open the service by listening and singing along to the Hymn and if you 
have the CH4 to hand it is number…… 
 
• CH4 562 – “Through the love of God, our Saviour” 
 
Through the love of God, our Saviour, 
all will be well. 
Free and changeless is his favour ; 
all, all is well. 
Precious is the blood that healed us, 
perfect is the grace that sealed us, 
strong the hand stretched forth to shield us ; 
all must be well. 
 
Though we pass through tribulation, 
all will be well. 
Ours is such a full salvation, 
all, all is well. 
Happy still in God confiding, 
fruitful, if in Christ abiding, 
holy, through the Spirit’s guiding ; 
all must be well. 
 
We expect a bright tomorrow; 
all will be well. 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, 
‘All, all is well.’ 
On our Father’s love relying, 
Jesus every need supplying, 
in our living, in our dying, 
all must be well. 
 



 

 

Let us join our heats and bonds in prayer - let us pray. 
 
Loving Lord God we thank You for who You are and the way in which You 
have acted upon our lives. We acknowledge Your sovereignty over all and 
bow in Your presence once more for the blessings You graciously allow us in 
this life and for the next. 
Bless Your name, Lord Jesus. 
With open hearts, minds and spirits, 
we gather in that spirit of unity in our places distant to one another to praise 
You, 
grateful that Your arms are thrown so wide in welcome.  
It is in the security of that embrace that we confess 
we do not deserve such warmth 
or acceptance. 
We have let You down in so many ways. 
we have failed to reflect Your goodness 
in the words we have spoken. 
In the way we have treated others 
and in the selfish things we have done. 
  
 We ask for Your forgiveness – 
but more than that. 
We ask for the courage to choose to do better. Help us to remember every 
minute of every day, that we are Yours 
loved by You, 
called by You. 
Let that love and that calling makes us generous towards others 
and more loving towards You. 
Be Lord of our lives, 
this day and forever. 
Let us say together our Lord’s Prayer in our private places as Jesus taught 
His disciples. 
Our Father who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be Thy name 
Thy Kingdom come 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our debts  
as we forgive our debtors 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory  
forever. 
Amen  



 

 

 
Our Bible reading today comes from the last chapter in Luke’s Gospel, 24 and 
verses 13 - 35 the meeting on the Emmaus Road. Deirdre will read it for us. 
 
On the Road to Emmaus 
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other 
about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these 
things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 
16 but they were kept from recognising him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, 
asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have happened there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in 
word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our 
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 
21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. 
And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, 
some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 
23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a 
vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not 
see Jesus.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself. 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus 
continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in 
to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it 
and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognised him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 
road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the 
Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! 
The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what 



 

 

had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when he 
broke the bread. 
 
Let us worship once more and sing hymn 
 
CH4 97 – “O God you searched me and you now me” 
 
O God, you search me and you know me. 
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 
When I walk or lie down you are before me : 
ever the maker and keeper of my days. 
 
You know my resting and my rising. 
You discern my purpose from afar, 
and with love everlasting you besiege me : 
in every moment of life or death, you are. 
 
Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
you have known its meaning through and through. 
You are with me beyond my understanding : 
God of my present, my past and future, too. 
 
Although your Spirit is upon me, 
still I search for shelter from your light. 
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you : 
even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 
 
For you created me and shaped me, 
gave me life within my mother’s womb. 
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you : 
safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 
 
 
 
Sermon 
 
My short reflection Today is entitled - Jesus the new dawn 
  
The story of the disciples on the Emmaus Road is important for many 
reasons. It provides that link between the Old Testament prophecies 
relating to Jesus, with the New Testament narrative regarding all these 
appearances after the resurrection of Jesus, and the witnesses who 
testified to Him being alive. 



 

 

Luke 24 is often seen as a metaphorical model of the journey that Jesus 
makes with us today, opening our understanding of the Word of God in our 
Bibles that reveals Himself as the resurrected Saviour and Lord. Walking the 
way of hope not despair. Walking from the sunset into the sunrise. 
Indeed one might say the Bible is all about Jesus. Every page can be 
attributed to Him. 
 
You probably know the old adage: 
The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed. 
The New Testament is the Old Testament revealed. 
But the message in both the Old and the New is the same the message is 
Christ crucified and resurrected. 
 
The meeting up on the Emmaus Road with the two disciples of Jesus among 
other things, helps us reflect again on the Lord who has risen and wants us to 
understand scripture for in that scripture He is revealed and by His revelation 
so is that of the Father God. If you have seen me you have seen God. We 
looked at tat last week when Jesus appeared to the disciples in the locked 
room. 
 
These two disciples one names Cleopas were on their way west walking 
towards the sunset on the dusty road of about 7 miles to a town called 
Emmaus which means a place of warm baths. 
 
They are dejected, in animated discussion about the events of the last three 
days. The crucifixion of the one they thought was coming to redeem 
Jerusalem - the Messiah. They were defeated, yet in such confusion after 
hearing that some women had told the others that the tomb had been empty 
and Jesus was alive. What did it all mean? 
 
Jesus I have no doubt is aware of this as He decided to put them right on 
matters that they should have known if they knew their scriptures. Which of 
course was only the old testament at that time.  
Was not the Messiah supposed to suffer and die and rise again on the third 
day?  
Jesus in His resurrected body seems to be able to blind his friends as to His 
real identity as He chooses, for they didn't recognise Him immediately.  
I am always amused when this stranger to the two men has the audacity to 
call them stupid. Or foolish and lacking in understanding. 
But then we are talking of a different culture entirely, where the way of 
studying scripture was in debate sometimes heated. Preaching as we know it 
was not the norm. 



 

 

So as Jesus walks with the men He opens up the scriptures to them from 
Moses to the their present time, it took a lot of talking on Jesus part maybe 
with some questions from the disciples. I guess we would have liked to listen 
in to that Bible Study. Perhaps He quoted from many of the Old Testament 
prophesies.  
 
Gen. 3 - In Genesis God declared that the serpent would bruise the heel of 
the woman’s seed. 
Exo 12 - the blood of the lamb was to be placed over the door that the 
household might escape the sentence of death. 
Leviticus - All of the sacrifices were a foreshadowing of Jesus’ once and for 
all sacrifice on the cross. 
Psalm 118 –  He was the Stone that was rejected by the builders. 
Psalm 22 - the Messiah is poured out like water, all His bones are out of joint, 
they pierced His hands and His feet, and cast lots for His clothes. 
Isaiah 50 - He would give His back to the smiters, and His cheeks to those 
who would pluck out His beard. 
Isaiah 53 – He would be wounded for our transgressions bruised for our 
iniquities, and by His stripes we would be healed. 
and so forth. 
 
The whole lesson was a sort of therapy for the men who were down hearted 
yet as Jesus taught them they would admit some truth began to burn in their 
hearts. 
 
They listened and felt the words of this stranger  sooth their bruised hearts on 
the road. Jesus was opening up the Bible to them in ways they would never 
have learned perhaps in a life time.  
 
WE can find Christ and seek to know Him through the Word of God in our 
Bibles. That is all the more reason for us to pick it up and delve in. Just pick a 
Gospel and read, it doesn't take that long. I guarantee you will find things you 
didn't realise were there. It happens to me all the time. We think we know the 
story so well that we can glance over it, then reading it again we see we have 
missed things. I even like to try reading different translations of the Word, 
albeit the story remains the same a different word in place can open up a new 
understanding. 
 
Before we do read though have we ever allowed ourselves to speak to Christ 
and ask Him to reveal Himself in more depth as we read? 
 
Look at the Old Testament example of Ezra giving understanding of 
Scripture. 



 

 

(Neh 8:8)  
8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear[a] and giving 
the meaning so that the people understood what was being read. 
9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and 
the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy 
to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” 
10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send 
some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do 
not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
 
Christians, Jesus stands by waiting to come to us to open our minds and 
sooth our weary hearts. Perhaps He would ask - what are you reading? I 
don't thing I would like Him to say, O how ignorant and foolish you are, at 
least not without a smile, but them again perhaps I am ignorant and foolish in 
trying to understand scripture without deferring to the Holy Spirit who is 
among many other things the one who can reveal the beauty and truth of the 
scriptures for us. 
  
You see, these men were having problems with the idea of Jesus dying, yet 
that was the very reason He came to earth in the first place. 
He needed to die.  It was necessary. 
Our sins separate us from God. 
Someone needed to do something to pay for our sins, to redeem us we say. 
Jesus didn’t just come to show us a better way of life.  He came to pay for our 
sins on the cross at calvary as we heard at the Easter services now seeming 
in the distant past this year. 
This is why Jesus said in John 14 verse 6 and 7 
 
6  “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From 
now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
When the two disciples reached home and were ready for their supper Jesus 
politely made as if to go on. He would not force Himself upon them. He wont 
force Himself on us either. We need to invite Him to come into our lives. 
 
The travellers needed to ask Jesus to stay with them.  Just as we need to ask 
Jesus to come into our heart. If you want to know God better, you need to 
seek Him. 
 
The men asked Jesus to stay the night for it was getting late into the evening 
and to take super with them.  



 

 

The guest becomes the host.  
Jesus takes the bread blesses it and broke it before them.  
There is a great deal of symbolism in this act. Breaking the bread in the upper 
room, breaking the bread in feeding the five thousand.  
Only then were their eyes opened to realise who was seated beside them. 
And Jesus goes from their sight. It is just matter of fact - He disappeared. 
 
I expect there would have been stunned silence for a second or two?  But on 
waking from this shock they realised, one assumes with eye contact with 
each other, just who there amazing strange guest was and what had 
happened.  
Excited and stirred in spirit, they decide to get back on the road to Jerusalem 
and tell other disciples about Jesus. That in itself is lesson in that when Jesus 
comes to us there is a stirring in the heart, a rekindling of the faith, a fire that 
is lit that makes us want to get up and go tell. These men did not say “lets 
wait until morning.” The glorious wonder of it was that before they could blurt 
out what had happened the other disciples were eager to tell them first that 
they had seen Jesus alive. It is fitting it should be that way for the two men 
had it confirmed  before they needed to give testimony that Jesus lives. With 
such news they could stay and worship wholeheartedly in the joy of the 
occasion, but what were they to make of it all? 
 
What are we to make of this well known passage of scripture as it speaks to 
us was well? 
 
Let me ask you then to reflect upon this. 
Christians, do we walk towards the sunset in the evening expecting the 
darkness and disappointment or do we turn our faces towards the dawn and 
hurry into the coming light once more?  In the Old Testament it said that the 
children of Israel journeyed in the wilderness towards the sunrising (Numbers 
21:11). The Christian heart perseveres and does not succumb to the night, 
but goes on to a new dawn, a new life that breaks. 
Jesus is the one who wants us to learn. He is the one who can make sense of 
things. Especially our own lives. In this strange time of lock-down He is the 
one who prompts people to think again about their lives. Many are asking 
afresh is there a God - who is Jesus?   
 
Our passage shows that Jesus will not force Himself on anyone, they must 
open their hearts for themselves to the Gospel message and that is clear to 
see here that the Christian message is not complete within us, either, until we 
share it with our friends and family and those in fear and need today.  
As we walk through life journey are we walking towards the light, waiting on 
the Lord to join us and are we hoping that in the meeting at the end of the 



 

 

journey we will be in fellowship with all who are open to hear our story and 
beat us to salvation with a burning heart for the Lord? 
 
Amen 
 
Let us pray for others …. 
Loving Lord God. 
We bring to You those who carry forever in their hearts, 
the pain of losing a child... 
we bring to you those who have coped with the suicide of a loved one.... and 
all those who mourn... 
speak into each life, we pray, 
to bring strength and courage 
and to re-kindle the flame of hope. 
Gracious God there is trouble in our world today. Trouble with a virus, locusts, 
drought, famine on a massive scale and conflict waiting for an opening once 
more to open up in fire and mayhem. 
Lord God in Your mercy allow us to change so that the world will be a better 
more loving and healthy place when we emerge from this catastrophe. A 
place where like of all and of the planet is respected and regarded not just as  
place to be exploited, but to live in and share with our neighbour and all the 
wonderful species of life You have made. 
Father we pray once more for those suffering from all illness and for those 
who treat us in hospital care homes or even our own homes. Bless them Lord 
for their dedication and servitude. 
Comfort those who are bereaving at this time Father and allow them peace. 
Abba Father hear the prayers of those who need You now in our own 
personal time of prayer in our own private chambers……  
  
 
And so Lord God, meet us, as on the Emmaus road. 
Guide us on the path toward our destination, 
and renew our strength as we continue to walk with you. 
  
Open our eyes, so we see the signs of your presence around us 
despite anxiety and fear; 
Open our hearts, so we may receive your peace and love; 
and empower us to pass on to others 
the grace you have shared with us so freely. 
In Jesus name we pray 
  
Amen. 
 
 



 

 

We conclude our service with the benediction and by singing as our exeunt 
the hymn CH4 565. How can I keep from Singing.  
 
Let us hear the words of the Benediction. 
Praise God who has placed His word in out hearts and locked them in our 
minds so that we may burn with longing and joy once more for Christ. So let 
us finish singing and with the blessing of God Almighty Father Son and Holy 
Spirit beside us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us sing Hymn CH4 565 – “How can I keep from singing” (My life 
flows on in endless song) 
 
My life flows on in endless song 
above earth’s lamentation : 
I catch the sweet, though far off, hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing ? 
 
Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul - 
how can I keep from singing ? 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing ? 
 
What though my joys and comforts die ? 
The Lord, my Saviour, liveth. 
What though the darkness round me close ? 
Songs in the night he giveth. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing ? 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
a fountain ever springing. 
All things are mine since I am his ! 
How can I keep from singing ? 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since love is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing ? 


