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Message from the Manse

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 01294 683379 Mobile: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Dear friends,

Since Lent is a time that offers us an opportunity 
to come to terms with the human condition, we 
often spend much of our time reflecting, and 
some people spend their time fasting. For me this 
Lent I have spent time opening the doors of my 
heart a little wider and have sought to understand 
our Lord a little more deeply. By the time we got 
to Good Friday and eventually Easter Sunday, I 
was overwhelmed by the deep love of God for me. 
In my busy schedule with visiting members of the 
church, praying with the sick, meetings here at 
Kirkgate, Ardeer and Livingston, and leading the 
Mission Committee, the grace of God has been 
sufficient for me. 

It was painful to say goodbye to a number of our 
members who have been promoted to Glory, but I 
can only thank God that they are all in a better place. 
In my reflections, I have come to accept that I 
need Christ to take my hand as he leads me and 
the church leaders as we guide the congregation 
together. I was awakened once again to the need of 
my dependence on Christ in all I say and do. During 
sorrowful times, it has been clear to me that an injury 
to one is an injury to all. The passage in  
1 Corinthians 12: 12–27 has been a reality to me: “If 
one part suffers, every part suffers with it” (v. 26). 
There were many times in the season of Lent that 
I went back to the drawing board, inviting Christ 
again to change my heart and mind on matters of 
faith. As I have said before, the Potter is ours to call 
upon: the One who created the beautiful, fragile clay 
pots promises to hear our cry. When we are about 
to crack, it is the Potter who promises to mould us 
once more, that we may continue to be the earthen 
vessels carrying the good news into dark and 
parched places.

Since we have just celebrated the season of Lent 
and Easter, perhaps the next question is, so what 
now? Our journey of faith continues. I do hope 
and trust that as we continue to experience the 
resurrection power, we will continue to seek to be 
empowered for the mission of spreading the gospel. 
In the spirit of jubilation, I am encouraged 
to continue to believe. 

Maybe we should hear 
Isaiah 60:1–2 “Arise, 
Jerusalem, and shine 
like the sun; the glory of 
the LORD is shining on 
you! Other nations will 
be covered by darkness, 
but on you the light of 
the LORD will shine; the 
brightness of his presence will be with you.“

I wonder if you could all take these two instructions 
as we look forward in our faith. Arise and shine 
(Isaiah 60:1). In other words, be visible, be seen, 
radiate, glow, and sparkle, even in the context where 
you are. We are all challenged to take our place. 

Some of us may ask why we should rise and shine. 
My answer is, there is so much struggle, negativity, 
oppression, and injustice and so many difficulties in 
this world. Isaiah says, “Behold the darkness covers 
all the earth.” But the word of God is powerful for 
us this season. We rise and shine because our light 
has come through the resurrection. In the words of 
Isaiah, “But on you the light of the Lord will shine; 
the brightness of his presence will be with you.”

God bless you.
Nigel Chikanya.
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Church Register
FUNERALS:

“In my Father’s house are many mansions”

14/4/22 Mrs Eileen Lyon,  
  Knockrivoch Place, Ardrossan
20/4/22 Mrs Christina Morton,  
  Chapelton Mains, Seamill
5/5/22  Mrs Margaret Andrews,  
  Longfield Place , Saltcoats

The next deadline date for contributions is 29th 
May at the very latest please.

The magazine is available online on the church 
website and we also email and post it out to those 
who have requested it. 

You can also normally listen to it being read by some 
of our volunteer members on our website, Twilio 
phone service and podcasting channels. Please note 
this month there won’t be an audiobook version 
published due to Stuart having several other 
commitments during May.

Keep up to date with all that is happening within the 
church on our website and facebook page.

Please keep us informed of any special birthdays, 
anniversaries or any other special events that you 
hear about. 
 
Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net 
or send a written copy if you don’t 
use a computer. 

Elizabeth McMahon, Editor

From the Editor

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
Mrs Carol Gilmour has moved from Ardneil Court, 
Ardrossan to 2 Glebe Place, Saltcoats.

We wish Carol and Peter every 
happiness in their new home.

Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY / MIDWEEK SERVICES
Our Sunday Service is held at 10.45am and is also available online 
live via YouTube with a recording available shortly afterwards on our 
website at www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk, Twilio phone service (01294 
444201) and podcasting channels. The midweek Thursday service 
continues at 10.30am. The services for 8th and 15th May will still be 
available live and afterwards on on YouTube but unfortunately they 
won’t be available on the phone service as Stuart is away and won’t 
be able to access the recordings.

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE
Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access to the 
internet that our Twilio phone service (01294 444201) is available to 
them where you can listen to the weekly service and an audiobook 
version of the Messenger. Audio versions of the service and 
magazine are also available via Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

Our Youtube Channel:  
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

Please subscribe to the 
YouTube channel (free) to get 
alerts on any new content.
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Kirkgate Family – Keeping Connected
The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking  

to reach out and touch folk wherever they are...

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
The Pastoral Team are working very hard 
behind the scenes. Please keep the team up-to-
date with information about people who need 
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for 
everyone. Please don’t assume they already 
know - they would rather hear several times 
over than not at all. 

The main contacts for Pastoral Care are: 
Mrs Moira Cooper, (01294 468851) 
Mrs Jean Hay, (01294 469986)
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

DIGITAL AND PRINTED COPIES OF 
THE KIRKGATE MESSENGER
If you would like to receive the Kirkgate 
Messenger by email then please send an email 
to messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk and 
we’ll add you in to the mailing list for the next 
edition. 

If you know of any members who would like 
to receive a printed copy of the Kirkgate 
Messenger, we are asking for a small donation 
towards the postage (£1 per issue) . Contact the 
editor to be added to the mailing list. Thank you.

The Pastoral Care Team would 
like to start a rota for transporting 
members of the congregation to/
from church on a Sunday. 

If anyone is willing to do this please 
add your name to the sheet in the 
vestibule, or speak to either Moira 
Cooper, Evelyn Green, Jennifer Fox or 
Jean Hay.

HELP WITH TRANSPORT

Hello to all in Kirkgate.

Just back from a lovely Easter Sunday walk with blossom, 
daffodils, bluebells and the sight and sounds of newborn lambs, 
really uplifting signs of new life and the hope and renewal of the 
Easter message.

The work of the Pastoral Team is ongoing through phone calls, 
texts and visits. Sadly we have lost some of our folk in the past few 
weeks and we have supported their families through phone calls, 
visits and cards. Sending our sympathy, love and prayers to those 
recently bereaved. 

As intimated in last month’s letter, a Session Meeting took place 
on 31st March and the Pastoral Committee presented a draft for a 
Pastoral Questionnaire to be discussed and approved.

Very pleased to report that the Questionnaire was approved and 
copies have now been posted out to all in Kirkgate.

Please complete and return the questionnaire, using the SAE 
supplied, by 6th May.

If you have not received your questionnaire, please let someone on 
the pastoral committee know. 

We will read, discuss and take note of all the responses which will 
help us to plan the best way forward to meet the pastoral needs 
of Kirkgate. Thank you for taking the time to reply and return 
questionnaires to us. 

Every blessing,
Evelyn Green, Pastoral Care team coordinator, the pastoral 
committee & team, Nigel our minister and our volunteer callers. 

mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
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This year Christian Aid Week will focus on the plight of drought which numerous 
countries around the world face. 

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like Jessica’s.

The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought have robbed her 
of the power to provide for her children. And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up 

food prices in Zimbabwe and around the globe. Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that 
Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger.

But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help Jessica set up 
water taps on her farm, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought – giving her all she needs to 
turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope. 

We will be holding a Christian Aid lunch of bread and cheese in the hall after the Sunday Service on 15th 
May. Join us this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope. 

Prayer Page
contributed by Alison Buick

15-21 MAY

COMING TO WORSHIP
Living God, we have come together to worship you, we meet with Christ, not simply 
because we feel we should do, nor because it is expected of us, but because we want 
to praise you.

Meet with us now, we pray
We have come not merely to share fellowship with one another, nor just to meet friends, but to encounter you.
Help us to bring you our heartfelt worship - to reflect on you and not ourselves, to think about your love rather 
than our problems, to seek your will for us rather than our expectations of you. Help us to draw close to you, 
rejoicing in your presence, receiving your love, reviving our faith.

Meet with us now, we pray
Living God there is so much in our lives that is not as it should be, and not as it would be if only we walked 
more closely with you. Forgive us the unkind words, thoughtless actions, and unworthy thoughts that deny 
our faith. Forgive us the self-centred lifestyles, half-hearted commitment, and careless discipleship, that 
undermine our witness. Forgive us the lack of devotion, lack of faith, and lack of love that demean your name.

Meet with us now we pray
Living God, we gather together in the name of Christ. Assure us, as we worship you, of the forgiveness, the 
guidance, the love, and the life you offer through him.
So may we worship you not just through our words but in our lives, not merely now but always, not simply 
here but everywhere.

To the glory of your name 
Amen
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Fundraising - Fashion show
The fundraising committee would like to thank everyone who supported the fashion show presented by 
the Dressing Room of Hamilton Street, Saltcoats and was held in the Church, on Friday 8th of April. 

There was a lovely friendly atmosphere and we all 
enjoyed Jennifer’s chat and appreciated the stylish 
way the models displayed the garments. It was a 
great success and raised the magnificent total of 
£485 plus £170 commission from sales on the night 
and bought in the shop.

Jennifer, from The Dressing Room, very kindly 
donated a voucher for the shop to raffle which was 
won by Mrs. Moira Park from Kilwinning 

As this was the first secular function held in the 
Church the committee was delighted with how  
things went and would like to thank Maureen, 
Margaret and John for setting things up which saved 
us a lot of time. 

A final total will be announced once Jennifer let’s us 
know the 10% commission.

A huge thanks to the models Solveig, Wendy, Eunice, Savior and Anne-Marie - Well done

Letters of Appreciation
We would like to thank Kirkgate  congregation for 
the flowers we received on March 27th following our 
fifty fifth wedding anniversary. They have certainly 
added a bit of colour to our hall.
Phyllis and George Armstrong

I would to thank everyone at Kirkgate for the 
beautiful flowers I received recently. They filled me 
with joy at what was a sad time for me. The kind 
thoughts were much appreciated.    
Nina Fleming

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers I received 
recently. They are still looking very fresh and 
springlike and were much appreciated. Thanks also 
to Solveig who kindly delivered them, we really 
enjoyed her visit and chat.
Margaret Campbell

Thank you for the lovely flowers I received on Palm 
Sunday. It was a lovely surprise.
Margaret Cannon

To the Minister, Kirk Session and 
members of Kirkgate. I want to pay 
tribute to everyone at Kirkgate for 
their generosity in providing me 
with gifts of flowers, presents, messages and cards 
on the occasion of my 90th Birthday. A special thank 
you for the patio rose - my favourite flower and for 
the church bouquet. 

Unfortunately there was a degree of sadness almost 
simultaneously with my birthday. At times I found 
it difficult to reconcile the pain of the loss of my 
dear sister Moira with the pleasure of my birthday 
celebrations. 

Such are the challenges we have to face up to in our 
journey.
Alistair Colquhoun 
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What’s on in Kirkgate – April & May 

MAY
Tuesday 3rd: 7.30pm
Presbytery meets in Kirkgate

Thursday 12th May: 7.00pm
Kirk Session

Sunday 15th May
Christian Aid bread/cheese lunch in hall after 
morning service

Wednesday 25th May: 2.00 - 3.20pm
Musical Memories

WEEK 
BEGINNING  

15-21 MAY
ZIMBABWE
Drought starves. It robs 
women like Jessica 
of the power to farm 
and grow food for 
their families. Further 
information on page 6.

We’re working with 2 partner organisations in the 
ACT Alliance (a global faith-based coalition), to 
offer assistance to Ukraine refugees fleeing deadly 
violence: Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) and the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF).

www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/
emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal

REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS
Sunday, 10.45 am: Morning Worship 
 Sunday School

Tuesday, 1.00-3.00 pm: Craft Team

Thursday, 10.30 am: Midweek Service

Thursday, 2.30 & 7.30 pm: Country Dance Club 
(alternate weeks) 

Friday, 12.30-2.00 pm: Care & Share Lunch

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Prayer Meeting  First Sunday of month after morning worship

CHURCH OPEN DAY
The church will be open to everyone including 
the general public and we welcome you to come 
in and view the recent re-furbishment of the 
sanctuary.
We hope to have some videos playing on the screen 
along with some music and Tea /coffee will also be 
available.

Some volunteers still required so if you can spare the 
two hours that would be much appreciated.

SATURDAY 30 APRIL 
12NOON-2.00PM

JUNE
Sunday 5th: 10.45am
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Thursday 9th: 10.30am
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Please support 
Christian Aid

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
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Prayer Group
May is Christian Aid month and we will be 
remembering in our prayers people who have 
much less than us, people who have very little 
food or clothes and who need not just our prayers but our gifts.   

Father we pray for all who hunger in your world, for those who 
cannot find work or shelter, for those who have no accommodation 
and basic supplies to live a good life, Father we bring them to you 
and pray that you hear our prayers today.

Giving is a joy if we do it in the right spirit. It all  
depends on whether we think of it as “What can I spare?” or as 
“What can I share?”

Please when you see the Christian Aid envelopes give freely to 
those in need.

I am grateful to Andrew for taking the monthly meetings in my 
absence and to Vivien who will take the next one due to Andrew 
preaching elsewhere.

Thank you 
Margaret Cassidy

Kirk Session
At our last meeting we spent a considerable 
time discussing the proposals put forward in the 
Presbytery Mission Plan. 

The suggestion at present is that there would be 
one minister in each of the Ardrossan, Saltcoats, 
Stevenston and West Kilbride. We would be allowed 
an additional 0.5 FTE, which might be a support 
worker or an outreach worker. We have asked 
that consideration be given to allowing this to be 
increased, and we need to see what happens. It is 
envisaged that the minsters would work as a team. 
None of this is very clear until we have an idea about 
the buildings, and we hope that this will come soon. 
Some of the existing church buildings will not be 
used as churches in the future, but may be put to 
other uses in the community. It will be a gradual 
process, and we need to continue to pray that the 
right way forward can be found. We will let you know 
when we hear more!

You may well have noticed that we no longer need 
to wear face masks during worship. Many people 
have welcomed the change, but if you feel more 
comfortable wearing a mask then please continue to 
do so. We have to keep in mind that the virus is still 
with us, and to continue to be vigilant.

Christian Aid Week is 15-21st 
May, and we will have a bread 
and cheese lunch on Sunday 
15th after the morning service. 
I would encourage you all to stay and enjoy some 
fellowship at that time, and to donate the cost of 
your lunch to Christian Aid. Envelopes will also be 
available.

Our next Communion will be on Sunday 5th June 
and Thursday 9th June.

It is so good to see more of our members returning 
to worship in person with us, and we hope to see 
others in the near future. If you know someone who 
used to come along regularly but has not been for 
a while perhaps you could invite them to come with 
you next week. We know that it can be difficult to 
take that first step, but we are so pleased when you 
do! 

We hope that many people will come and see our 
beautiful Sanctuary on Saturday 30th April and look 
forward to chatting over a cuppa!  

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk
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Property Report
HALL ROOF
The work required to repair the flat 
roof above the cupboard area in the 
annexe has now been completed. 
This was a fairly considerable repair 
that involved stripping away the slates and 
disposing of the old flat roof. A new flat roof was 
installed and re-slated with trims to the back 
wall. The joiner will now be required to remove 
the damaged ceiling area in the cupboard, 
replace that with appropriate materials, and then 
we will freshen the cupboard up with a coat or 
two of paint. 

The above work has cost Kirkgate a considerable 
sum, and we were restricted in how the work could 
have been managed, if easier access to the roof area 
had been possible. 

The area in which the work was required butts on to 
an old brick building located in grounds that are the 
responsibility of North Ayrshire Council. 

We are grateful to Maureen Hunter who raised this 
issue with the local Councillor, Mr Jim Montgomerie, 
highlighting the problems we faced, and who in 
turn contacted the appropriate department at North 
Ayrshire Council. NAC have now confirmed that they 
will investigate and trust any action they take will be 
of benefit to Kirkgate in the future.

GENERAL 
Some work in the hall areas will be required in due 
course, and as and when advice and estimates are 
to hand then you will be kept up to date. 

Life & Work: 

As a charity we 
at Kirkgate can claim
 an extra 25p per £1 from 
HMRC on any donation you 
make to Kirkgate providing you 
pay basic tax on your income. 

So if this applies to you and you have not completed 
a Gift Aid mandate please seriously consider it. 
Either call me Tel: 466867 or speak to me in person.

George Armstrong, Gift Aid Convenor

Gift Aid

IN THE MAY EDITION...
General Assembly 2022
• The hidden art treasures in 

the Assembly Hall
• Interview with the  

Moderator-Designate, the 
Rev Iain Greenshields

• ‘No Time for Turning Back’: The Very Rev Dr John 
Chalmers, convener of the Assembly Trustees, 
urges the Church to continue the journey of 
reform

• Assembly reports and timetable

Marks of Mission  
Continuing the series with the Fourth Mark of 
Mission: to transform unjust structures of society, to 
challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace 
and reconciliation

A Privilege and a Joy 
In this month’s youth column, Jamie Sutherland 
reflects on his experiences after being called to the 
Eldership at the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic

United by Hope in Times of Crisis 
This year’s appeal for Christian Aid Week 
Plus: Prayers and Aid for Ukraine

Celebrate Digital Church 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle says that as in-
person church resumes, it is important that local 
congregations continue to develop their digital 
footprint

East Neuk Churches 
John R Hume reflects on the history of some of the 
churches around the East Neuk of Fife

God’s Test 
In the latest of the series on the Lord’s Prayer, David 
Searle considers temptation

The General Assembly kicks off on Saturday 21 
May. Visit www.lifeandwork.org for daily reports 
during the Assembly and a free downloadable 
summary of the key decisions, available the 
following week. There will also be full coverage in 
the July magazine.

http://www.lifeandwork.org
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The first of the Musical Memories afternoons 
on Wednesday 30th March was a great success 
with around 24 attending. Mary played various 
instruments and had us singing along to well 
known songs and also had us ‘naming that tune’!! 

A lovely, joyful afternoon full of laughter and singing.

A plate of ‘goodies’ and a very welcome cup of tea/
coffee were served around half time.

The next date is:
Wednesday 25th May

The meeting starts at 2.00pm and finishes at 
3.20pm.

All ages are welcome to attend and 
it would be helpful for catering if people 
could book their place in advance.

If you would like to know more about 
it or to book your place please don’t 
hesitate to give me a call, I would be 
happy to hear from you.

Mary Stewart 
01294 464526 or 07907 686229

Musical Memories
Kirkgate Parish Church 

Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats

An afternoon of music where you can  
sing-a-long, tap your feet or just enjoy the music

Registered Scottish Charity No. SC023003

and then last Wednesday of each month
Starts Wed 30th March

2.00pm - 3.20pm

Musical MemorieS

Tea/coffee and goodies served at interval

For more info or to book a place
contact Mary Stewart on

01294 464526 / 07907 686229

We send our thanks to Mary who has 
been blessed with such wonderful 
talents and so keen to share them with 
us. Ed.
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Congratulations
DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

90TH BIRTHDAY

Ian Martin & Drena Lennox had a double wedding together with Mary (Drena’s sister) and James 
Anderson on 30th March 1962.

They were married by Rev J Lowe in the North Parish Church, Saltcoats and the reception was held in the 
Saltcoats Masonic Hall.

Ian told us that sadly, Drena’s sister and her husband died many years ago, but they would be remembered on 
the anniversary day.

Ian & Drena now live at Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan and they celebrated their special day with their family at 
home. Having had five children themselves , they now have nine grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren and 
one great great-grandchild 

The Kirk Session and congregation sent flowers with their best wishes for every happiness. 

Congratulations to Alistair Colquhoun of Sharphill 
Road, Saltcoats who celebrated his 90th Birthday on 
Tuesday 12th April 2022.

Alistair is one of our longest serving elders having 
been ordained by the Rev Hugh Kirkwood of the former 
Erskine Church in 1964.

Being a keen rose grower, the Kirk Session and congregation sent him a 
‘birthday’ rose bush along with their best wishes for a lovely day. 

We send every blessing to Alistair as well as Ian & Drena 
for many more happy years. 
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The Guild
Guilds Together North Ayrshire 
held their Spring Rally and AGM on 
Wednesday 20th April in Stevenston 
High Kirk. 

The new leadership was elected and the National 
Convener, Margaret Muir gave an interesting talk on the 
topic, “Let our Light Shine”, encouraging Guild’s women 
to use their talents in the work of the Church.

Ayrshire Guilds Together are holding a regional 
gathering in Howard Centre Kilmarnock on Wednesday, 
11th May 12 noon - 3.30pm. Come along and listen 
to speakers from The VineTrust, the Guild National 
Convener and General Secretary and join in with 
uplifting music. Everyone welcome to bring a friend. 
Bring a packed lunch. 
 
There is an invitation from St. Cuthberts Guild, Saltcoats 
to anyone who would care to join them at their meeting 
on Wednesday, 4th May at 2.00pm. No speaker just a 
get together to keep in touch.

ALSO
North Parish Guild, Saltcoats are holding a Tea Dance 
on the 1st Wednesday of every month starting on May 
4th from 1.00pm - 3pm. to which anyone is invited.
Cost £3.00 including tea.

Chrissie Baillie

The Craft Team
Once again a big thank  
you to all who supported  
us over Easter. Sales for  
Easter cards did well and 
we had hardly any left. 

The group are getting used to meeting again in the 
small hall together and enjoying bouncing ideas off one 
another. 

We have been pleased to welcome two new members 
recently, Anne and Patricia who are settling in very well. 

If any one else is keen to join us, please come along 
any Tuesday between 1 pm. and 4 pm. or just drop in for 
chat and a cup of tea.

Blythswood Shoebox 
Appeal 2022

We are happy to accept shoeboxes 
of a fairly standard size from now. 
Please give thought to the size with regard to 
the contents requested. i.e. not too large or 
small. 

If you can help by 
covering some in 
Christmas wrapping paper 
yourself that would be 
equally welcome.

If you would like shoeboxes or any donations 
uplifted then please ring Maureen Hunter 
Tel: 01294 464969



13

Treasurer’s Report 

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

The Foodbank is still in need of vital donations.

For more information on the Food Bank website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

THEY ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken, tinned potatoes, tinned vege-

tables, tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti, tinned fruit, 
tinned custard, tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal, long life 

blue and green milk, pasta,  
pasta sauce and rice

Please remember that you can raise extra funds for the church at Amazon 
Smile and Easyfundraising.org.uk at no extra cost to yourself. 
To date £36.46 has been raised with Amazon Smile and £69.54 via 
Easyfundraising.org.uk. Just search for “Kirkgate Church” on either site.

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Not signed up?
Find us on www.easyfundraising.org.uk

INSERT CAUSE NAME 

You can help us us hit our fundraising target for FREE!
Here’s how

Find us on
easyfundraising & join  

You shop
(Start at easyfundraising) 

4,400 sites will
donate to us for FREE

Our 2021 fundraising target is...

Over £34 million raised 1.9 million users

2021

Kirkgate Parish Church

£ 150

Help us to raise donations by using easyfundraising. Once 
you’ve signed up and raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising 
will match it with an extra £5 bonus donation. There are over 
6,000 online retailers including John Lewis & Partners, Argos, 
and M&S. Click the image below to sign up or go to:  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/ 
step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6

As I am sure you will understand the level of 
detail provided in this month’s report will not be 
up to previous levels as I am currently trying to 
get up to speed with the post of Treasurer which 
has changed immeasurably since my last stint in 
the dim and distant past.  

Firstly I would like to pay tribute to my predecessor 
Jean Rainey who carried out this task at probably 
the most difficult time in the history of Kirkgate, with 
renovations, grant applications etc.  As if this wasn’t 
bad enough she now has my almost perpetual 
questions to deal with.  

Jean did a marvellous job 
and it is going to be very 
difficult to follow that!  I am 
certainly hopeful of a much 
quieter financial scenario in Kirkgate in the next few 
years.

Many thanks are due to the organisers/models at 
the recent Fashion Show in collaboration with the 
Dressing Room.  The marvellous total of £484.60 was 
raised on the night with a further £170.00 raised from 
commission on subsequent sales in the shop.  This 
was a terrific effort and thanks to all who contributed 
in any way.

Balances – as at 20 April were as follows:
General Account     £21,382.68   
Fabric Account    £24,693.16
Knoxland Bequest        £5,638.67
Session Discretionary Fund                     £524.51
Session Benevolent Fund                     £225.00
Ministers Benevolent Fund                  £3,212.00
Mrs Reid Fund £256, Organ Fund £335, Mrs Irvine’s Bequest £1,000, Mrs Lockie’s Bequest £500

The amount collected by standing order, cheques and collection for the month of March was as follows:
S/O and cheques: £3,007.52
Plate:  £1,210.00

Thank you for your continued support for our Church and for your patience as I try to get a bit better at this!
John Stewart (01294 464526 or 07561 340886) Treasurer

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
http://www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://Easyfundraising.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
http://Easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
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Please speak to Chrissie Baillie if you would 
like to contribute flowers on any of the  

   vacant dates or volunteer to deliver.

 May
 1 Mrs R Buyers   
 8 Mrs W Sneider
15 Mrs M Campbell
22 Mrs E Green
29 Mrs E McMahon

June 
5 Mrs I Smith  
12 Miss M Paterson

Dates still vacant are:
November 13 and 27
2023 - January 29

Church Flower DeliveryChurch Flower Rota

Many thanks to all who have offered to help with door duty. We have been opening one door only at 
the moment at around 10.15am. I suggest that one person welcomes those coming and the other two 
take a door to the sanctuary each. One person should bring the offering plate to the Communion Table 
during the first hymn. Please ensure that the front door is closed and the bolt put across before leaving 
the vestibule. If you are unable to attend please try to arrange a swap or contact me on 07875 073543. I 
have deliberately not put myself on the rota so that I can cover if needed.
Vivien Bruce

DOOR DUTY ROTA 

MAY - JUNE 2022

8th May Fiona Wright Betty McCracken Barbara McWilliam
15th May Jean Rainey Eunice McInnes David Macleod
22nd May Pamela Martin Fiona Liddell Moira Cooper
29th May Phyllis Armstrong George Armstrong Vivien Bruce
5th June Fiona Wright Betty McCracken Barbara McWilliam
12th June Jean Rainey Eunice McInnes David Macleod
19th June Pamela Martin Fiona Liddell Andrew Bruce
26th June Phyllis Armstrong George Armstrong Moira Cooper

SUNDAY COUNTING ROTA
May
 1 E. McInnes  G. Armstrong  P. Armstrong 
 8 M. Cooper  B. McWilliam   B. McCracken
15 V Bruce  M Hunter  E Howie
22 J Rainey  F Liddell  F Wright
29 J Stewart  P Martin  S McCulloch

June
5 E McInnes  G Armstrong  P Armstrong
12 M Cooper  B McWilliam  B McCracken

May 
 1 Mrs M Harvey
 8 Mr D MacLeod
15 Mrs M Cassidy
22 Miss A Buick
29 Mrs M Hunter

June
5 Miss E Breakenridge
12 Mr I Martin
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The Moderator and Very Rev Dr Susan Brown, 
convener of the Faith Impact Forum 

O God, the refuge and strength of all,
You hold the people of Ukraine in the palm of your hand.
The name of each person there,
Is written on your heart.

In the darkness of invasion
And in the mire of political machinations,
Spread we pray, the light of hope and of justice
And of peace.
Encourage those who are frightened,
To find strength in you
And in those around them -
Near and far.

Help the worldwide family of nations
To respond in love
With outstretched hearts,
Open minds,
And with too, the wisdom needed
to effect a peace that lasts.

Save us we pray,
From not caring enough.
For your Son's sake.

Amen

ARE INVITING ALL OF US TO JOIN THEM IN PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING FROM 
THE VIOLENCE IN UKRAINE.

PRAYER FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE

Religion in Ukraine is diverse, with a majority of 
the population adhering to Christianity. A 2018 
survey conducted by the Razumkov Centre found 
that 71.7% of the population declared themselves 
believers.

Saint Sophia Monastery Cathedral,  
UNESCO World Heritage Site, Kiev in Ukraine
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For your Amusement..................
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Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married? 
A. Ruthless.

Q. What do they call pastors in Germany?
A. German Shepherds.

Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.

Q. What was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet.

Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a Fury. David's Triumph was heard throughout the 
land. Also, probably a Honda, because the apostles were all in one Accord.

Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A. Samson. He brought the house down.

Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer lived in Eden?
A. Your mother ate us out of house and home.

Q. Which servant of God was the most flagrant lawbreaker in the Bible?
A. Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.

Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy?
A. The area around Jordan. The banks were always overflowing.

Q. Who is the greatest baby sitter mentioned in the Bible?
A. David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.

Q. Which Bible character had no parents?
A. Joshua, son of Nun.

RELIGIOUS TRIVIA

ACTS 2:38
An elderly woman had just returned to her home from an evening of religious service when she was startled     
by an intruder. As she caught the man in the act of robbing her home of its valuables, she yelled, 'Stop -Acts 
2:38!' (..turn from your sin...). 

The burglar stopped dead in his tracks. The woman calmly called the police and explained what she had 
done. As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the burglar, 'Why did you just stand there? All  
she did was yell a scripture to you.' 

'Scripture?' replied the burglar, 
'She said she had an AXE and two 38's!'

For your Amusement Cont’d ..................

FUNNY CHRISTIAN STORY
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya 10 Seafield Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 8NU

Tel: 01294 683379  
Mob: 07566 278132 NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce 57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB 01294 605113

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan 23 Springvale Court 

Saltcoats KA21 5LY 01294 602410

POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Pastoral Care See magazine article for various contact details 
Organist, Rollkeeper, Data Protection, Website Stuart McMahon 93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan KA22 7PH 01294 603848
Treasurer John Stewart 5 High Road, Saltcoats 01294 464526
Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong 46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan KA22 7PD 01294 466867
Freewill Offering Envelopes Moira Cooper 1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan KA22 8BQ 01294 468851
Property Convenor Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing 210 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan KA22 8JS 01294 601700
Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life & Work Elizabeth McMahon 8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NJ 01294 464428
Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie 40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats KA21 5LD 01294 463903
The Guild Secretary: Vacant
Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch 17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AH 01294 465233
Craft Team Jean Hay 18 West Doura Avenue, Saltcoats KA21 5NS 01294 469986
Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881
Prayer Group Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinators*: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick 
Mrs Moira Cooper*  
Mrs Jennifer Fox*  
Mrs Maureen Hunter 
Mrs Fiona Liddell 
Mrs Solveig McCulloch  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken  
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Barbara McWilliam  

Mrs Jean Rainey 
Mrs Morag Forsyth 
(telephone contact elder)  
Co-opted:  
Jean Hay*
Anne Aitken
Phyllis Armstrong
Christine Ewing

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL: 
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Evelyn Green
Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Maureen Hunter
Mrs Fiona Liddell 

Co-opted:  
Mrs Phyllis Armstrong 
Mrs Jean Hay 
Mrs Carol Gilmour

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

PROPERTY:  
Convener: Margaret Cassidy
Mrs Vivien Bruce  
Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon 

Mrs Pamela Martin 
Mrs Maureen Hunter

COMMUNICATION:  
Co-ordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Vivien Bruce. Co-opted: Mrs Elizabeth McMahon

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce
Mrs Margaret Cassidy 
Mrs Pamela Martin
Mrs Mary Stewart

Co-opted:
Mr David Macleod
Ms Fiona Wright

FINANCE:  
Convener: Mr John Stewart
Mrs Moira Cooper
Mrs Jean Rainey
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong

Church Website: www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk



Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant & Bar since 1985
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Cecchini’s Ayr
72 Fort Street

Ayr KA7 1EH
01292 263607

ayr@cecchinis.com

Cecchini’s Ardrossan
Clyde Marina
5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA
01294 471700
ardrossan@cecchinis.com 
 

 
 
 
 

www.cecchinis.com
 

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6/8 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
33 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers

Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  
and Lamb Stocked

Past Awards: Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Silver Awards – Speciality Burgers

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.

www.urquhartopticians.co.uk
Saltcoats  
47 Chapelwell Street, KA21 5EB   |   01294 465152

Book your next  
appointment online

We provide a truly tailored  
& personal eyecare service

Neil Gray 
BSc (Hons) MCOptom DpTP (IP)

Practice Director

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire

KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE

We provide Soup and Sandwiches 
and our presence in Kirkgate 
Church every Friday from 12.30pm 
to 2pm for those who are homeless 
or in need of support.
 
For further information contact 
CHANA on 07585 665751

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Monday & Tuesday

Established 1902
West End Cafe

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall 
from 1pm – 3pm



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper
Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and other 
celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

Head Office: 57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

www.jascampbell.co.uk


