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Message from the Manse

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 01294 683379 Mobile: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Dear Friends,

March 2022 marks two years since the World 
Health Organisation declared a global pandemic. 
Although it is not my point of focus, I would like 
to encourage you to never lose hope, though the 
pandemic has taken a lot from us. I am sure that 
over these two years we have all heard many 
times about the power of hope. In one of the 
sermons from Colossians we have been reminded 
by Paul: “Since you have accepted Christ Jesus 
as Lord, live in union with him. Keep your roots 
deep in him, build your lives on him, and become 
stronger in your faith, as you were taught. And be 
filled with thanksgiving” (Colossians 2: 6–7).

As I write this message, we are halfway through 
the season of Lent. I therefore urge you to continue 
to devote yourselves to this soul-searching fast. I 
believe strongly that if we want to make the most of 
this annual opportunity to devote our lives to God, 
we need to go beyond just giving up something. 
Perhaps we may need to silence ourselves before 
Christ who became a servant and fix our eyes upon 
Jesus as he teaches, heals, moulds us and journeys 
with us this Easter time.

I wonder how you have spent your first 20 days of 
Lent. How is it going? For me it has been a tough 
period of seeking guidance as I lead the Kirkgate 
family, Livingstone church linked with Ardeer, the 
Mission Committee of the Presbytery and of course 
my own family. Among other questions, I have been 
more conscious of how I listen to God for counsel. 
I have learnt again to allow God to take my hand 
as God leads. Since many of my friends and fellow 
believers have lost loved ones, it has been painful. 
In all these reflections during this first half of the 40 
days, the image of the potter and the clay has left me 
thinking. 

In Isaiah 64: 8, we read these words, ‘Yet you, Lord, 
are our Father. We are the clay; you are the potter; 
we are all the work of your hand.’ I have only just 
attempted pottery myself, so I am not an expert on 
the subject, but when it comes to our modelling by 
God, it is a mystery. The potter takes a hard, rigid, 
and shapeless piece of clay, and then turns it into a 
beautiful piece of pottery. This is not easy, as I say, 
but what God wants to do with each one of us in 
this life is only best known to God. All we need to 
do is to allow God to work on us. I always feel that 

God will somehow make it 
easy for Christians to see 
how this process is actually 
done in us, so we can see 
exactly how this analogy fits 
with what God wants to do 
with each one of us in our 
own personal growth in him. 
God as our potter moulds 
our characters through the 
experiences of life, making us fit to serve him.

Since Lent leads us to the Thursday when Christ is 
arrested, and then crucified on Good Friday, I hope 
we take time to do some reflection. Perhaps to begin 
with, we reflect in awe as we hear Jesus plead with 
God in Gethsemane. Secondly, we should marvel as 
Christ moves from the Garden to the Cross, silent as 
a sheep going to the slaughter. I am sure we can only 
adore him more as he lets the nails pierce his sinless 
skin until it is finished. Once the work is done, ‘the 
joy of Easter is ours to celebrate.’ He is risen, we will 
sing and pray as we remind each other. 

Now, as Easter grows closer, have you considered 
which aspects of your life Christ needs to breathe 
new life into? Will you allow the potter to do as 
he wills with your life? We look forward to Easter 
Sunday in anticipation of a life-changing encounter 
with the Risen Christ.

Your friend and minister,
Nigel Chikanya
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Kirkgate Family – Keeping Connected
The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking  

to reach out and touch folk wherever they are...

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
The Pastoral Team are working very hard 
behind the scenes. Please keep the team up-to-
date with information about people who need 
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for 
everyone. Please don’t assume they already 
know - they would rather hear several times 
over than not at all. 

The main contacts for Pastoral Care are: 
Mrs Moira Cooper, (01294 468851) 
Mrs Jean Hay, (01294 469986)
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

DIGITAL AND PRINTED COPIES OF 
THE KIRKGATE MESSENGER
If you would like to receive the Kirkgate 
Messenger by email then please send an email 
to messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk and 
we’ll add you in to the mailing list for the next 
edition. 

If you know of any members who would like 
to receive a printed copy of the Kirkgate 
Messenger, we are asking for a small donation 
towards the postage (£1 per issue) . Contact the 
editor to be added to the mailing list. Thank you.

The Pastoral Care Team would like to 
start a rota for transporting members of 
the congregation to/from church on a 
Sunday. 

If anyone is willing to do this please add 
your name to the sheet in the vestibule, or 
speak to either Moira Cooper, Evelyn Green, 
Jennifer Fox or Jean Hay.

HELP WITH TRANSPORT

Hello to all in Kirkgate.
Last month we had howling gales, snow and snowdrops at time of writing this, now, in March, the much 
longed for sun has appeared to brighten our days and the recent clock change will lengthen our days.

Pastoral work is ongoing and welcomed, thank you to all the team and callers for their time and efforts. 

Session meets on 31st March and pastoral care proposals for the future will be raised, discussed and 
hopefully approved. Watch this space! 

We continue to support and pray for those suffering the loss of a loved one, those in care homes, those 
unwell in hospital and at home, and generally offering a friendly phone call or visit to keep in touch.

Enjoy this beautiful spell of weather as we move into Spring and Easter. 

Every blessing,
Evelyn Green pastoral care coordinator, pastoral care committee and team, Nigel our minister and volunteer 
callers 

mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
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April
  3  Miss C Ewing     
10  Vacant 
17  Mrs E.McInnes
24 Mrs I Passway
    
May 
  1 Mrs M Harvey
  8 Mr D MacLeod

Please speak to Chrissie Baillie if you would     
like to contribute  flowers on any of the  

   vacant dates or volunteer to deliver.

April
   3 Mrs M Darroch             
 10 Mr A Colquhoun    
 17 Mrs S Rainey  
 24 Mrs J Hay     

      
 May
   1 Mrs R Buyers    
   8 Mrs W Sneider         

Dates still vacant are:
November 13 and 27
2023 - January 22 and 29

Church Flower DeliveryChurch Flower Rota

Many thanks to all who have offered to help with door duty. We have been opening one door only at the 
moment at around 10.15am. I suggest that one person welcomes those coming and the other two take a door 
to the sanctuary each. One person should bring the offering plate to the Communion Table during the first 
hymn. Please ensure that the front door is closed and the bolt put across before leaving the vestibule. If you 
are unable to attend please try to arrange a swap or contact me on 07875 073543. I have deliberately not put 
myself on the rota so that I can cover if needed.

Vivien Bruce

DOOR DUTY ROTA 

APRIL - MAY 2022
3rd April Phyllis Armstrong George Armstrong Moira Cooper
10th April Fiona Wright Betty McCracken Barbara McWilliam
17th April Jean Rainey Eunice McInnes David MacLeod
24th April Pamela Martin Fiona Liddell Moira Cooper
1st May Phyllis Armstrong George Armstrong Moira Cooper
8th May Fiona Wright Betty McCracken Barbara McWilliam

SUNDAY COUNTING ROTA
April
 3    M. Cooper B. McWilliam   B. McCracken
10    V. Bruce  M. Hunter   E. Howie
17    J. Rainey  F. Liddell  F. Wright
24   J. Stewart   P. Martin  S. McCulloch

May
  1    E. McInnes G. Armstrong  P. Armstrong 
  8   M. Cooper B. McWilliam                B. McCracken
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What’s on in Kirkgate – April & May 
REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS
Sunday, 10.45 am: Morning Worship 
 Sunday School

Tuesday, 1.00-3.00 pm: Craft Team

Thursday, 10.30 am: Midweek Service

Thursday, 2.30 & 7.30 pm: Country Dance Club 
(alternate weeks) 

Friday, 12.30-2.00 pm: Care & Share Lunch

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Prayer Meeting  First Sunday of month after morning worship

APRIL
Thursday 7th: 2.30pm
Country Dance Club

Friday 8th : 7.30pm
Fashion Show in the church
Further information on page 8

Sunday 17th: 10.45am
Service for Palm Sunday

Monday 11th: 7.00pm
Service for Holy Week in Kirkgate

Tuesday 12th: 7.00pm 
Service for Holy Week in Kirkgate

Wednesday 13th: 7.00pm
Joint Service for Holy Week St Peter’s, Ardrossan

Thursday 14th: 7.00pm
Joint Ecumenical Service for Holy Week in Kirkgate

Friday 15th: 7.00pm 
Joint Ecumenical Service for Good Friday  
in EU Congregational Church, Ardrossan

Sunday 17th: 10.45am
Service for Easter Sunday
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Wednesday 27th: 2.00pm
Musical Memories

Saturday 30th: 12 noon – 2.00pm
Proposed Church Open Day

MAY
Tuesday 3rd: 7.30pm
Presbytery meets in Kirkgate

Thursday 12th May: 7.30pm
Kirk Session

Sunday 15th May
Christian Aid lunch in hall after morning service

WEEK BEGINNING  
15-21 MAY

ZIMBABWE
Drought starves. It robs 
women like Jessica 
of the power to farm 
and grow food for 
their families. Further 
information on page 6.

At least 3 million people have fled their homes to 
escape conflict in Ukraine. At least 691 civilians 
have been killed and 1,834 injured.

Our response

We’re working with 2 partner organisations in the 
ACT Alliance (a global faith-based coalition), to 
offer assistance to Ukraine refugees fleeing deadly 
violence: Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) and the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF).

www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/
emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal

INTENSE CONFLICT IN UKRAINE IS 
THREATENING THE LIVES AND LIVELIHOODS 
OF CIVILIANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal
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This year Christian Aid Week will focus on the plight of drought which numerous 
countries around the world face. 

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for families like Jessica’s.

The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and drought have robbed her 
of the power to provide for her children. And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up 

food prices in Zimbabwe and around the globe. Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking oil - that 
Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger.

But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help Jessica set up 
water taps on her farm, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that thrive in drought – giving her all she needs to 
turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope. 

We will be holding a Christian Aid lunch of bread and cheese in the hall after the Sunday Service on 15th 
May. Join us this Christian Aid Week, and help turn hunger into hope. 

Prayer Page
contributed by Alison Buick

SHARING THE NEWS
Lord Jesus Christ,    
We thank you for the message of Easter - for the assurance it brings of your triumph 
over death, for the proof it offers that love will always have the last word. Yet alongside 
that message there is another that perhaps we do not hear so often - a challenge which 
sometimes we can ignore, a call to action as well as to celebration.   
You have given us good news.

TEACH US TO SHARE IT
Lord Jesus Christ,     
You appeared to your followers demonstrating that you had risen, and 
then you sent them out to proclaim your resurrection to all. You met 
with them, and then called them to lead others to you. You gave them 
joy, and then told them to share it. Easter was not for the few but for 
all, not just for them but the whole world. 
You have given us good news.

TEACH US TO SHARE IT
Lord Jesus Christ,         
Forgive us that so often we forget that, having experienced your risen presence, we keep it to ourselves.
Having met with you, we fail to introduce others to you in turn. Having received so much, we have shared so 
little.  
You have given us good news.

TEACH US TO SHARE IT
Lord Jesus Christ,       
We thank you for those who have fulfilled your call – those who first made the gospel known to us, and 
those who proclaim it to others. You call each one of us to be your witnesses – to tell others what we have 
experienced of your love, to make known what you have done for us, to testify to the way you have changed 
our lives. Help us to do that faithfully, to play our part in your kingdom and purpose, and so through us may 
others come to meet you and know you for themselves. 
You have given us good news.

TEACH US TO SHARE IT, TO YOUR GLORY
Amen

15-21 MAY
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Treasurer’s Report 

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

The Foodbank is still in need of vital donations.

For more information on the Food Bank website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

THEY ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken, tinned potatoes, tinned vege-

tables, tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti, tinned fruit, 
tinned custard, tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal, long life 

blue and green milk, pasta,  
pasta sauce and rice

Please remember that you can raise extra funds for the church at Amazon 
Smile and Easyfundraising.org.uk at no extra cost to yourself. 
To date £36.46 has been raised with Amazon Smile and £67.75 via 
Easyfundraising.org.uk. Just search for “Kirkgate Church” on either site.

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Not signed up?
Find us on www.easyfundraising.org.uk

INSERT CAUSE NAME 

You can help us us hit our fundraising target for FREE!
Here’s how

Find us on
easyfundraising & join  

You shop
(Start at easyfundraising) 

4,400 sites will
donate to us for FREE

Our 2021 fundraising target is...

Over £34 million raised 1.9 million users

2021

Kirkgate Parish Church

£ 150

Help us to raise donations by using easyfundraising. Once 
you’ve signed up and raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising 
will match it with an extra £5 bonus donation. There are over 
6,000 online retailers including John Lewis & Partners, Argos, 
and M&S. Click the image below to sign up or go to:  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/ 
step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6

The balances of Accounts as at 15th March 2022 were as follows: 
General Account £28,246 
Fabric Account   £2,385 
Knoxland bequest £5,638.67
Session Discretionary Fund £524.51    
Session Benevolent Fund £225  
Ministers Benevolent Fund £3,212
Mrs Reid Fund £256, Organ Fund £335, Mrs Irvine’s Bequest £1,000  Mrs Lockie’s Bequest £500 
Presbytery Reduction £2,190

The amount collected by standing order, cheques 
and collection for the month of February was as 
follows:
February – S/O and cheques: £2,807.52  
Plate: £1,318.50. 

A huge thank you to those who have donated money 
towards the sanctuary carpet. We have received 
£5,599 to date. Amazing! The amount raised at the 
retiring collection for Sam’s Angels was £84.80 and I 
have sent this off to them. Some of the congregation 
have donated money to be sent to help those 
in Ukraine and I will send this off next month to 
Stewardship and finance in Edinburgh who are 
facilitating this. The Craft team have donated £500 
to church funds and the Fundraising team have 
donated £293 from their very successful quiz night. 
Looking forward to the fashion show.

The annual accounts have been sent off to 
Presbytery and to Edinburgh. Due to family 
commitments I have decided to resign from the post 
of treasurer and I am delighted that John Stewart has 
volunteered to take up the position. John will take 
over during April. Many thanks John.

Again, can I just say a huge thank you to all the 
members of our congregation who have kept up 
with their collections and made donations despite all 
the restrictions that we have been facing. It is very 
much appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid 
as unfortunately they still have to be settled. Thank 
you to everyone who has sent me cheques or their 
envelopes which I have credited to the bank.

If anyone wishes to take out a standing order please 
contact me either by phone on 01294 464933 or by 
email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Take care everyone and stay safe.      Jean Rainey

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
http://www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://Easyfundraising.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
http://Easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
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Care & ShareArgyle Community Shop

Next Fundraising Event

Kirkgate Parish Church 
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats

Friday  8th April at 7.30pm

Registered Scottish Charity No. SC023003

Tickets: £5 
(includes a glass of wine or soft drink on arrival)

Fashion Show
in the church and presented by  

The Dressing Room,  
Hamilton Street, Saltcoats

Blythswood Shoebox 
Appeal 2022
This is an early appeal to let you know that 
we are happy to accept shoeboxes of a fairly 
standard size from now. 
Please give thought to 
the size with regard to the 
contents requested. i.e. not 
too large or small. 

If you can help by covering some in Christmas 
wrapping paper yourself that would be equally 
welcome.

We’ll give you details for the actual appeal for  
donations in a few months but in the meantime keep 
your eyes open for any bargains in the hats, scarfs, 
gloves, socks, underwear departments whenever 
you’re out shopping.

If you would like shoeboxes uplifted then please ring 
Maureen Hunter Tel: 01294 464969

Weekly lunches continue on 
Fridays with 15-20 people attending regularly.  
Soup and roll & sausage followed by dessert 
remain popular but we are also considering the 
occasional variation e.g. macaroni cheese, pies or 
sausage rolls.  

Our support workers continue to be a great asset 
and we have welcomed several more over the last 
few weeks. 

The FoodBank outlet continues to offer support to 
those in need and there has been a steady uptake 
recently.

We’re very grateful to our regular volunteers and as 
the summer season fast approaches we would be 
happy to welcome anyone who has a few hours to 
spare to cover gaps in the rota due to holidays. 

As always, thanks for your on-going support, care 
and prayers.    
Pam x

The shop continues to thrive 
and is a busy hive of activity 
every Wednesday with 
membership now almost 60.  

We expect membership to continue to rise as more 
people hear of the venture and, sadly, as inflation 
continues to bite, more people require the support 
and assistance offered. We have welcomed one 
new baby this month and another is due next 
month. Congratulations to the proud parents and 
grandparents.

You might remember we went to the LinkUp 
conference in Edinburgh held recently. Some of the 
volunteers were due to give a presentation about the 
shop but 3 volunteers fell victim to COVID leaving 
just 2 volunteers to deliver the talk.  Everything went 
very well after the initial setback. It was a lovely day 
to travel and the conference was a great success with 
participants from all over Scotland. 

There is an abundance of great work going on 
around the country.  It’s amazing how small ideas can 
blossom into wonderful community assets when local 
people get together for good!

Thank you to all at Kirkgate for your interest, support 
and prayers from all at The Argyle Community Shop.
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Craft TeamPrayer Group

Looking forward to the first of our  Musical 
afternoons on Wednesday 30th March.

The next dates are:
Wednesday 27th April
Wednesday 25th May

All meetings will start at 2.00pm and finish at 
3.20pm and tea/coffee and goodies will be 
served at the interval. All ages are welcome to 
attend and it would be helpful for catering if 
people could book their place in advance.

If you would like to know more about it or to 
book your place please don’t hesitate to give me 
a call, I would be happy to hear from you.

Mary Stewart 
01294 464526 or 07907 686229

Musical Memories

The Prayer Group continues 
to meet, usually after 
morning worship on the first 
Sunday of every month.  

If you would like prayers to be said for yourself or 
anyone who can remain anonymous please contact 
Andrew Bruce who is acting as leader in Margaret’s 
absence. Please continue to pray for Margaret and 
her daughter Margaret at this difficult time along 
with others known to you who are in hospital or 
awaiting test results or treatment.

Kirkgate Parish Church 
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats

An afternoon of music where you can  
sing-a-long, tap your feet or just enjoy the music

Registered Scottish Charity No. SC023003

and then last Wednesday of each month
Starts Wed 30th March

2.00pm - 3.20pm

Musical MemorieS

Tea/coffee and goodies served at interval

For more info or to book a place
contact Mary Stewart on

01294 464526 / 07907 686229

It was great to see so many people at our Coffee 
& Cards morning on 12th March. A lovely warm 
atmosphere and plenty of catching up with 
people who hadn’t seen each other to talk to for a 
while. 

We raised a wonderful total of £271, which included 
very generous donations for tea and coffee of 
£65.50. 

We appreciated the extra help from Elizabeth 
Breckenridge, Chrissie Baillie and Nina Fleming. 
Couldn’t have managed without you!! 

Orders for cards of all kinds are still coming in daily 
and boosting our profits. Along with our usual sales 
and including the Coffee & Cards total we were able 
to donate £500 to church funds on 19th March 2022. 

A selection of Easter cards are still available in the 
hall vestibule.

We wish everyone all the blessings of Easter and 
thank you again for your continued support. 

We are planning the following:

• An Open Day on Saturday 
30th April, 12noon - 2.00pm 
to allow people to come in 
and see our newly refurbished 
Sanctuary. We hope to have 
music and/or video ongoing, 
and will serve tea and coffee.

• A ‘Back to Church’ Sunday to 
encourage people to return to worshipping in the 
Sanctuary.

We also had some preliminary discussion about 
wider community links once we see how the 
Presbytery Mission Plan works out.

Andrew Bruce

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
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Property Report
BROKEN SEWAGE PIPES
At last, the front gate area of the church no longer has running streams down the pavement and 
road. It has taken a considerable time for Scottish Water and the contractors to work together 
to replace the broken and damaged sewage pipes. We appreciate that they have a considerable 
amount of work, at any one time, but leaking sewage pipes into the private or public domain are not desirable. 
Nevertheless, we are pleased that the problem has been resolved.

ROOF REPAIRS
Church: Water ingress in the sanctuary alerted us to a possible 
problem on the main church roof. Scaffolding was erected and 
Roof-guard could tell us that where the tower meets the main 
roof the sealant was missing – possibly due to the recent high 
winds. The sealant was renewed, a couple of slates replaced and 
scaffolding removed.
Flat Roof: The flat roof at the rear of the large hall requires to be 
completely stripped out and replaced with new plywood decking 
with new trims to back wall. Reinstall the slates and trust that will 
weather many more storms in the years to come. 

SANCTUARY CARPET
The Sanctuary has now received it’s final piece of the renovation 
plan. The carpet that we ordered several weeks ago for the 
Sanctuary arrived in the warehouse on the 14th after being 
specially manufactured due to its size. Unfortunately, the fitter 
had contracted Covid and we had a slight delay. On Monday, 21 
March, the carpet and fitters duly arrived to fit the carpet. It was not an easy task for them due to the weight 
of the carpeting and the fitting around pillars, ramps, organ and the pulpit stairs. It is well fitted and certainly 
contributes to the lovely atmosphere that is evident in the sanctuary.

THANKS
Many thanks to the congregation who so willing helped to clear the church ready for the fitters. It was a very 
smooth and speedy transition from a fairly full sanctuary to an empty space – all in a good cause.
My thanks also go to the team who so willing gave of their time to come down to the church and return all 
the items of furniture to a beautifully hoovered sanctuary. It is a joy to work with people who without any 
hesitation give of their time to improve the building that we love to worship in.
Mima McSwan 

Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY / MIDWEEK SERVICES
Our Sunday Service is held at 10.45am and is also available online 
live via YouTube with a recording available shortly afterwards on our 
website at www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk, Twilio phone service (01294 
444201) and podcasting channels. The midweek Thursday service 
continues at 10.30am.

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE
Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access to the 
internet that our Twilio phone service (01294 444201) is available to 
them where you can listen to the weekly service and an audiobook 
version of the Messenger. Audio versions of the service and 
magazine are also available via Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

Our Youtube Channel:  
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

Please subscribe to the 
YouTube channel (free) to get 
alerts on any new content.
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Kirk Session

Presbytery Report

Since I last wrote we have only had a brief meeting at which we approved the 
accounts. Many thanks indeed to Jean for all her hard work in preparing these, 
and indeed for all her work as Treasurer. 

I am delighted to be able to tell you that John Stewart has kindly offered to take over this role from Jean, and 
we wish him well with this new post.

Presbytery met in Kirkgate Church on 1st March. After opening devotions, the AGM for the 
Nan Stevenston Trust was held. This Trust can assist those in local ministry with housing 
costs and loans.

Under the Business Committee, the Presbytery Accounts for 2021 were approved along with a budget from 
January to September 2022 (when the new Presbytery will be formed). Presbytery dues were set at £2.50 
per person. It was agreed for Mrs Fiona Borland of Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church to become a Worship 
Leader in her own congregation, subject to a final assessment by Presbytery. The outline proposals for the 
structure and meetings for the new Presbytery of the South West of Scotland were agreed, as was the initial 
start date of 30th September 2022. It was also agreed to appoint a Presbytery Clerk, Depute Clerk and 
Presbytery Administrator from 1st June 2022, subject to Finance arrangements being in place. Proposed 
committees will be populated from existing Presbytery Committees.

Under the Appraisal Committee, it was noted that the first draft of the new Presbytery Mission Plan had been 
completed. This version outlines the recommendations for the missional structure of future congregations. 
The use of buildings will be added in hopefully in time for the May Presbytery meeting as the building audits 
were still ongoing. It was agreed to send this draft to Kirk Sessions for comment. [For Kirkgate, it is suggested 
that we become part of one united charge covering Ardrossan, Saltcoats, Stevenston and West Kilbride which 
will have 4.5 Full Time Equivalent positions available].

Under the Property Committee, Lamlash Church were given approval to rent out their manse subject to all 
relevant legal requirements being agreed. 

The next Presbytery meeting will be held in Kirkgate on 3rd May 2022 at 7.30pm.

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

The next deadline date for contributions is 24th April at the very latest please.

The magazine is available online on the church website and we also 
email and post it out to those who have requested it. You can also listen 
to it being read by some of our volunteer members on our website, Twilio 
phone service and podcasting channel. So many ways to to be kept up to 
date with all that is happening within the church. 

Please keep us informed of any special birthdays, anniversaries or any 
other special events that you hear about. 
 
Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net or send a written 
copy if you don’t use a computer. 

Elizabeth McMahon, Editor

From the Editor



12

For your Amusement...........
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Life & Work: 

As a charity we 
at Kirkgate can claim
 an extra 25p per £1 from 
HMRC on any donation you 
make to Kirkgate providing you 
pay basic tax on your income. 

So if this applies to you and you have not completed 
a Gift Aid mandate please seriously consider it. 
Either call me Tel: 466867 or speak to me in person.

George Armstrong, Gift Aid Convenor

Gift Aid

Easter Art 
Jackie Macadam talks to Christian 
artists about how the Resurrection 
story has been represented in art.

‘I Knew That I Couldn’t Not Follow 
Jesus’ 
Interview with artist Iain Campbell.

Marks of Mission: Loving Service 
Continuing the series looking at the Marks of 
Mission, Thomas Baldwin speaks to the convener 
of CrossReach about how the Church responds to 
human need by loving service.

Faith in Action 
An official monthly update for 2022 from the Faith 
Action Programme

Who Guards the Guards? 
In his final column as Moderator, Lord Wallace 
pays tribute to the work of chaplains

Love, Grace and Transformation 
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers argues that in His 
execution and resurrection, Jesus is an archetype 
of redemption

Unnoticed Joy 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the hidden 
moments of the Resurrection

Forgiving Others 
Continuing the series on the Lord’s Prayer

Sunday School
I must say, even though the class is still small, l 
am enjoying the time we spend at Sunday School. 

From the pictures attached you can see the different 
stories we have dealt with. During this time of Lent, 
we have been doing the faces of Easter, covering 
from Jesus’ birth to the resurrection. It’s great to see 
how the children respond to the stories through 
their drawings. You are more than welcome to 
go and see some of the responses in our Sunday 
School room, and please pray for us that each 
Sunday God plays with and ministers to them. 
Whenever you enter that small hall, please do pray 
for us.

Only Dee and Dylan were present on Mothering 
Sunday and they helped distribute small gifts to 
everyone present.  

Savior Chikanya

IN THE APRIL EDITION...
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya 10 Seafield Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 8NU

Tel: 01294 683379    
Mob: 07566 278132 NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce 57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB 01294 605113

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan 23 Springvale Court 

Saltcoats KA21 5LY 01294 602410

POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Pastoral Care See magazine article for various contact details 
Organist, Rollkeeper, Data Protection, Website Stuart McMahon 93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan KA22 7PH 01294 603848
Treasurer John Stewart 5 High Road, Saltcoats 01294 464526
Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong 46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan KA22 7PD 01294 466867
Freewill Offering Envelopes Moira Cooper 1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan KA22 8BQ 01294 468851
Property Convenor Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing 210 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan KA22 8JS 01294 601700
Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life & Work Elizabeth McMahon 8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NJ 01294 464428
Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie 40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats KA21 5LD 01294 463903
The Guild Secretary: Vacant
Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch 17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AH 01294 465233
Craft Team Jean Hay 18 West Doura Avenue, Saltcoats KA21 5NS 01294 469986
Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881
Prayer Group Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinators*: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick 
Mrs Moira Cooper*  
Mrs Jennifer Fox*  
Mrs Maureen Hunter 
Mrs Fiona Liddell 
Mrs Solveig McCulloch  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken  
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Barbara McWilliam  

Mrs Jean Rainey 
Mrs Morag Forsyth 
(telephone contact elder)  
Co-opted:  
Jean Hay*
Anne Aitken
Phyllis Armstrong
Christine Ewing

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL: 
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Evelyn Green
Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Maureen Hunter
Mrs Fiona Liddell 

Co-opted:  
Mrs Phyllis Armstrong 
Mrs Jean Hay 
Mrs Carol Gilmour

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

PROPERTY:  
Convener: Margaret Cassidy
Mrs Vivien Bruce  
Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon 

Mrs Pamela Martin 
Mrs Maureen Hunter

COMMUNICATION:  
Co-ordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Vivien Bruce. Co-opted: Mrs Elizabeth McMahon

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce
Mrs Margaret Cassidy 
Mrs Pamela Martin
Mrs Mary Stewart

Co-opted:
Mr David Macleod
Ms Fiona Wright

FINANCE:  
Convener: Mr John Stewart
Mrs Moira Cooper
Mrs Jean Rainey
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong

Church Website: www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk



Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant & Bar since 1985
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Cecchini’s Ayr
72 Fort Street

Ayr KA7 1EH
01292 263607

ayr@cecchinis.com

Cecchini’s Ardrossan
Clyde Marina
5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA
01294 471700
ardrossan@cecchinis.com 
 

 
 
 
 

www.cecchinis.com
 

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6/8 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
33 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers

Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  
and Lamb Stocked

Past Awards: Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Silver Awards – Speciality Burgers

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.

www.urquhartopticians.co.uk
Saltcoats  
47 Chapelwell Street, KA21 5EB   |   01294 465152

Book your next  
appointment online

We provide a truly tailored  
& personal eyecare service

Neil Gray 
BSc (Hons) MCOptom DpTP (IP)

Practice Director

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire

KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE

We provide Soup and Sandwiches 
and our presence in Kirkgate 
Church every Friday from 12.30pm 
to 2pm for those who are homeless 
or in need of support.
 
For further information contact 
CHANA on 07585 665751

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Monday & Tuesday

Established 1902
West End Cafe

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall 
from 1pm – 3pm



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper
Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and other 
celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

Head Office: 57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

www.jascampbell.co.uk


