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Message from the Manse
Another year has passed and a new one 
has arrived – 2022. Most of us are joyful and 
anticipating greater things to come. The 
beginning of the new year marks for most of us a 
new start. It also goes without saying that it often 
marks the end of something else. As it is often 
said, adulthood is the end of youth; or starting a 
job is the end of unemployment. The end of 2021 
gives way to the beginning of 2022. 

It is my strong conviction that the only time we 
actually begin to grow into something new comes 
after a period of discovering who we are meant to 
be. I therefore urge you all to reflect on that ‘ending’ 
period of 2021, the period which led us to where we 
are today. 

New year’s resolutions – is it only a young people’s 
thing? Everyone can come up with them after 
reflecting on the experiences of the previous year. 
You can’t make a resolution to be easy on yourself 
when you don’t see that you were being too hard 
on yourself previously. The reason you make a new 
year’s resolution to improve your relationships is 
because you realize that in the previous year you 
have not been doing enough of that and so you 
decide to start enhancing your relationships.

Therefore, I cannot overemphasise that there’s 
need to celebrate the end of the year or period that 
brought us to realize the need for change. If we don’t 
learn from the past, we cannot improve our future. 
What did 2021 do for us as individuals and as a 
society to prepare us for 2022? What did 2021 teach 
us that has equipped us to face 2022?

Most of the time l have found that l can’t wait for 
January to end because December is heavy on my 
pocket, with two birthdays, an anniversary and 
Christmas. So, you can all understand the problem. 
At the manse we have decided not to make any new 
year’s resolutions. Trust me: some of our resolutions 
are now tired of being on the list. Every new year we 
feel renewed, and ready for any challenges. 

Savior attempted to draw up a list of things to do, 
and one of these was, ‘to not lose my temper with 
Dee’. Trust me, by the 2nd of January this had been 
broken ten times. I have since then asked myself 
why we keep on making resolutions year after year. 
Hope and the desire to change, l guess. As long as 
the will is there it’s good to keep making them. 

What if we all resolve that 
God is in control and, no 
matter what, he will carry 
us through? We are not 
in control. As much as we 
want to be in control, all 
our hopes and plans and 
dreams can be put on 
hold or even disappear 
so quickly. Only God is in 
control, and it is part of 
God’s plan for us not to figure out how this works, 
but to learn to live with trust and be drawn into 
uncertainty and mystery.

Paul says it well in Romans 15 verse 13: ‘May the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope.’ 

God bless you all. 

Yours, Nigel.

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 01294 683379 Mobile: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk



3

Prayer Page
contributed by Alison Buick

THE WONDER OF CREATION
Loving God creator of the ends of the earth,source of all that is and has been and 
will be giver of life.

We join together to worship you
We praise you for the wonder of this world and for the vastness of the universe: for all 
that you have made, and for the place you have given us within your creation.

Loving God,
We join together to worship you
We marvel at the beauty and variety of this earth – its wonderful 
mixture of plants, animals, trees, birds, mountains, valleys, 
streams, oceans, and so much else besides.

Loving God, 
We join together to worship you
We thank you for everything that lifts our spirit,that moves us to 
wonder, that holds our attention, that captures our interest. 

Loving God,
We join together to worship you
We rejoice that out of chaos you brought order – an order we can see throughout the universe: which we can 
depend upon, explore and understand, an order that reflects your sovereign purpose and reveals your guiding 
hand.

Loving God,
We join together to worship you

Loving God
Creator of life in all its fullness, we bring you our praise, we offer you our worship, we make our response in 
joyful celebration.

We join together to worship you in the name of Jesus Christ.
AMEN

Our creator would never have made such lovely days, and given 
us the deep hearts to enjoy them, above all thought unless we 
were meant to be immortal.

Happiness is a butterfly, which when pursued, is always just 
beyond your grasp, but which, if you will sit down quietly, 
may alight upon you.

Every individual has a place to fill in the world and is important 
in some respect whether he chooses to be so or not.

Nathaniel Hawthorne

QUOTES
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Church Register
FUNERAL:
6/1/2022 Mrs Ruby Lee  
Caledonia Care Home, Saltcoats
Formerly of Currie Court, Ardrossan and Harbour 
Point, Saltcoats

Letters of Appreciation
I would like to thank all my friends for cards, phone 
calls, and good wishes received on the occasion of 
my special birthday.

Thanks also for the lovely floral display received from 
the church. It was a joy to look at for quite some 
time. This certainly was a very special day.
Alison Buick

I would like to thank everyone at Kirkgate for the 
beautiful flowers I received recently on behalf of the 
congregation and to Christine for delivering them 
and staying for a chat. It makes a difference to know 
that people are thinking of you.
Carol Gilmour 

A big thanks to everyone at the church for the 
beautiful flowers that adorn my fireplace. 
Blessings 
Margaret Cassidy xx

Thank you very much for the lovely flowers from the 
church. They brightened up a dull day 
and Jean very kindly arranged them in 
a vase for me.
Kathy Coulter
 
Our sincere thanks to all our friends 
at Kirkgate for the stunning flowers 
which we received while Dad has been in hospital – 
a lovely reminder of the care and kindness of Nigel, 
our Pastoral Care Team and all the Kirkgate family. 
Your cards and messages have also been a great 
support to Dad and the whole family. We are all so 
grateful.  
Lorna Savage & Morag Forsyth xxx

ADULT BAPTISM:
“Many of them believed his message and were 
baptised”

30/1/22 Mr David Macleod, Stevenston 

“We are members one of another”  
By Profession of Faith 

30/1/22 Mr David Macleod, Stevenston
30/1/22 Miss Katy Flanigan, Saltcoats

NEW MEMBERS: 
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What’s on in Kirkgate – February & March 
REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS
Sunday, 10.45 am: Morning Worship 
 Sunday School

Tuesday, 1.00-3.00 pm: Craft Team

Thursday, 10.30 am: Midweek Service

Thursday, 2.30 & 7.30 pm: Country Dance Club 
(alternate weeks) 

Friday, 12.30-2.00 pm: Care & Share Lunch

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS
Prayer Meeting  First Sunday of month after morning worship

Zoom Chat Session First Tuesday of month, 10.30 am - 11.30 am 

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
FEBRUARY
Thursday 3rd: 7.30pm
Country Dance Club 
Sunday 6th: 10.45am
Morning Worship - Sacrament of Baptism
Rev Jim Teasdale, Eastwood Parish Church
Monday 7th: 2pm
Ecumenical meeting for World Day of Prayer
Thursday 10th, 7.30pm: 
Kirk Session meeting
Sunday 13th: 10.45am
Morning Worship - Andrew Bruce 
No Sunday School.
Tuesday 15th: By arrangement
Presbytery Attestation of Rolls & Records
Monday 21st: 2pm
Ecumenical meeting for World Day of Prayer
Thursday, 24 February: 7.30pm 
Country Dance Committee Meeting 

MARCH
Friday 4th: 2pm
World Day of Prayer - Everyone welcome
Sunday 6th: 10.45am
Morning Worship 
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Thursday 10th: 10.30am
Midweek Service 
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Wednesday 30th: 2pm - 3.20pm
Afternoon of Musical Memories
See further information on Page 15

Since moving back into the sanctuary, we have 
returned to having flowers displayed every week. 

Many of you already generously donate towards this 
fund but should you wish to fill some of the vacant 
Sundays then please get in touch with Chrissie Baillie 
Tel: 463903.

If you are willing to deliver the 
flowers after morning worship then 
also speak to Chrissie about that. It is 
not an onerous duty and would only 
be now and again.

February
13  Mrs J Rainey
20 Mrs D Kirkhope
27 Mrs M Cannon
March
 6 Mrs M Flynn
13 Mrs M Harvey
Other vacant dates are:
September 4 
November 13
2023 - January 22 and 29

Church Flowers

Church Flower Rota
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Kirkgate Family – Keeping Connected
The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to 

reach out and touch folk wherever they are...

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
The Pastoral Team are working very hard 
behind the scenes. Please keep the team up-to-
date with information about people who need 
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for 
everyone. Please don’t assume they already 
know - they would rather hear several times 
over than not at all. 

The main contacts for Pastoral Care are: 
Mrs Moira Cooper, (01294 468851) 
Mrs Jean Hay, (01294 469986)
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

DIGITAL AND PRINTED COPIES OF 
THE KIRKGATE MESSENGER
If you would like to receive the Kirkgate 
Messenger by email then please send an email 
to messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk and 
we’ll add you in to the mailing list for the next 
edition. 

If you know of any members who would like 
to receive a printed copy of the Kirkgate 
Messenger, we are asking for a small donation 
towards the postage (£1 per issue / £9 billed 
annually in February). Contact the editor to be 
added to the mailing list. Thank you.

Happy New Year to all in Kirkgate.

The newly formed Pastoral Care Committee met on 27 
January 2022 with a challenging and wide ranging agenda to 
discuss. 
 
As we go forward into 2022, there are now many positive 
changes for us all, a combination of the lessening of Covid 
restrictions on 24 January, the recent opening of the Sanctuary 
for worship allow us to make plans for changes to pastoral care 
in Kirkgate now and for the future .

To this end we plan to consult and involve all in Kirkgate, watch 
this space in the coming weeks and months. 

We continue to contact Kirkgate folk by phone, some visits 
by team members where appropriate, sending pastoral cards, 
some visits and calls from Nigel to offer support in times of 
illness, bereavement and in happy times and celebrations too. 

We pray especially at this time for those ill in hospital, at home, 
or in care settings and for their concerned family and friends. 

With every blessing

Evelyn Green pastoral care co-ordinator, Nigel our minister, 
the pastoral care committee, all members of the pastoral care 
team and volunteer callers. 

The Pastoral Care Team would 
like to start a rota for transporting 
members of the congregation  
to/from church on a Sunday. 

If anyone is willing to do this please 
add your name to the sheet in the 
vestibule, or speak to either Moira 
Cooper, Evelyn Green, Jennifer Fox 
or Jean Hay.

HELP WITH TRANSPORT

mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
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Live Stream / Audio

Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY / MIDWEEK SERVICES
Our Sunday Service is held at 10.45am and is also available online 
live via YouTube with a recording available shortly afterwards on 
our website at www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk, Twilio phone service 
(01294 444201) and podcasting channels. The midweek Thursday 
service continues at 10.30am.

At the time of going to print, it is still necessary to reserve or 
cancel your seat in advance by contacting Mima McSwan on 01294 
602410.

ZOOM CHAT SESSION 
Our online chat session via Zoom is now being held on the 1st 
Tuesday morning of every month from 10.30am - 11.30am. The next 
sessions will be on Tuesday 1st March and Tuesday 5th April.
To join our Zoom meetings you can click/type this link (also 
available on the website):  
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRb GtSRVQzdz09
or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and entering in the following Meeting ID and passcode:
Meeting ID: 645 176 4317 
Passcode: 2021

You can also dial in to Zoom by phone if you don’t have access to a 
computer/webcam. The number for that is 0131 460 1196 and enter 
the meeting details above. (Calls charged at your usual rate for UK 
landline numbers - often free for 60 minutes depending on your 
telephone service provider)

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE
Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access to the 
internet that our Twilio phone service (01294 444201) is available 
to them where you can listen to the weekly service and an 
audiobook version of the Messenger.

Our Youtube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.
com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

Please subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (free) to get alerts on 
any new content.

Our live stream goes online about 10 minutes 
before the service so that the organ can be heard 
and finishes after the closing voluntary. Because 
of this, please be aware that the microphones can 
pick up people chatting, and because of the lack 
of floor coverings at present, that chatter also 
bounces off all the hard surfaces, thus amplifying 
the noise. 

I was reminded of the following that we used to 
print in the Order of Service sheets in the former 
Barony St John’s church:  
“Whoever you are that enters his Church, remember 
that it is the House of God. Be reverent, be silent, be 
thoughtful, and do not leave without a prayer to God 
for yourself, your loved ones, those who minister and 
all those in need in our community and wider world.”

http://www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRb GtSRVQzdz09
http://www.zoom.us
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
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Church and Community
Sadly, the events the committee 
had planned for Christmas time 
could not happen because of 
the extra restrictions that were 
brought in during December.

Mary Stewart delayed her plans to start a 
‘Musical Memories’ afternoon in February but 
with the easing of restrictions it will start on 
Wednesday 30th March, details can be found  
on page 15.

Now that we have the Sanctuary available and 
with restrictions easing we are hoping to plan 
ahead to have more community outreach events 
and also explore ways of bringing more groups in 
to use our premises.

Andrew Bruce, Convenor,  
Church and Community Committee

Care & Share
A very Happy New Year to everyone and we hope 
you had a great Christmas. It all seems so long 
ago now! 

We had a very successful Christmas Party with a 
lovely meal and entertainment enjoyed by more than 
40 of us. It was fantastic to see the hall so full of 
people and festivities! Tommy and Julie led us in an 
enthusiastic sing along with everyone joining in. And 
of course Santa and his Elf made an appearance 
with lots of gifts. Thanks to all who participated.

Signs of Spring are emerging all around us and 
Covid restrictions are easing a bit. The Lunch 
Club continues to serve warm meals every Friday 
between 12.30 and 2pm in the Hall. We are very 
pleased to welcome all our friends, old and new, to 
enjoy a couple of hours of food and friendship.

Some new volunteers have joined us for which we 
are very grateful. Welcome to you and we hope you 
enjoy your time at the lunch club. Our colleagues in 
Dalry hope to open this month and sadly we will lose 
one or two of our faithful volunteers. We thank them 
for their support over the last 3 years and wish them 
every success in their new venture. So.... that leaves 
us with a couple of spaces to fill and we warmly 
welcome and offers of help.

The Kirkgate FoodBank outlet is open again on 
Fridays while the lunch club is open. We are happy 
to offer help to anyone in need of this service. Any 
donations will be gratefully received.

As always. thanks for your continuing support and 
prayers. 

With love, Pam and all the Team x

Argyle Community Shop
Happy New Year from all 
at the Argyle Community 
Shop.

Over the festive period 
customers were offered some extra goodies 
for Christmas. We also had a selection of items 
for a Burns Supper available last week and this 
proved very popular. Tesco donated a hamper 
of Scottish favourites for Burns Night and each 
person who shopped this week received a 
complimentary raffle ticket. Two lucky winners 
had the hampers delivered by Graeme and Brian.

Membership continues to rise and we are 
now looking at how we can increase the shop 
opening hours. Increased membership means 
we also need to source more foodstuffs to meet 
the need within the community. Thanks to all the 
local shops and supermarkets who support this 
venture and we are always most grateful for any 
donations.

Best Wishes from all at  
The Argyle Community Shop
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Treasurer’s Report 

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

The Foodbank is still in need of vital donations.

For more information on the Food Bank website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

THEY ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken, tinned potatoes, tinned 
vegetables, tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti, 

tinned fruit, tinned custard, tinned rice pudding, biscuits, 
cereal, long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

Please remember that you can raise extra funds for the church at Amazon 
Smile and Easyfundraising.org.uk at no extra cost to yourself. 
To date £27.49 has been raised with Amazon Smile and £67.75 via 
Easyfundraising.org.uk. Just search for “Kirkgate Church” on either site.

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

The balances of Accounts as at 31st December 
2021 were as follows: 
General Account £19,697.12 
Fabric Account £893.77 
Knoxland bequest £5,638.67
Session Discretionary Fund £524.51  
Session Benevolent Fund £225 
Ministers Benevolent Fund £3,212
Mrs Reid Fund £256; Organ Fund £335  
Mrs Irvine’s Bequest £1,000 
Mrs Lockie’s Bequest £500 
Presbytery Reduction £2,190

The amount collected by standing order, cheques 
and collection for the months of November and 
December were as follows; November S/O and 
cheques: £3,245.52 Plate: £893. December S/O and 
cheques: £3,433.52. Plate: £1,339. 

Thank you to all who contributed to the great 
Christmas Fair total of £1,859 which includes the 
raffle money for the hamper, the quiz sheets and the 
magazine greetings.

We paid our M&M payment of £46,113 in 2021 and 
this year we have been asked to pay £51,434 so an 
increase of £5,321. 

I am in the process of reconciling the accounts to  
be sent to the accountants and will give an  

up-to-date picture of where 
we are in relation to givings 
against expenses later in the 
year. 

As you can see from the figures at the moment our 
monthly givings do not cover the M&M payment but 
we have the gift aid money in the General Account to 
cushion this for some months.

It is just so amazing to be back in the Sanctuary and 
although we have still some things to be done i.e. 
carpeting, it is down to all the hard work of members 
of the Session especially Mima which has got us this 
far. 

Again, can I just say a huge thank you to all the 
members of our congregation who have kept up 
with their collections and made donations despite all 
the restrictions that we are facing just now. It is very 
much appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid 
as unfortunately they still have to be settled. Thank 
you to everyone who has sent me cheques or their 
envelopes which I have credited to the bank. 

If anyone wishes to take out a standing order please 
contact me either by phone on 01294 464933 or by  
email : treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Take care everyone and stay safe. 
Jean Rainey

Not signed up?
Find us on www.easyfundraising.org.uk

INSERT CAUSE NAME 

You can help us us hit our fundraising target for FREE!
Here’s how

Find us on
easyfundraising & join  

You shop
(Start at easyfundraising) 

4,400 sites will
donate to us for FREE

Our 2021 fundraising target is...

Over £34 million raised 1.9 million users

2021

Kirkgate Parish Church

£ 150

Help us to raise donations by using easyfundraising. Once 
you’ve signed up and raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising 
will match it with an extra £5 bonus donation. There are over 
6,000 online retailers including John Lewis & Partners, Argos, 
and M&S. Click the image below to sign up or go to:  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/ 
step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
http://www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
https://Easyfundraising.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
http://Easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=248177&invite=e29mx6
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Congratulations
Congratulations and flowers were sent from the  
Kirk Session and congregation to Alison Buick on the 
occasion of her 90th birthday which she celebrated on 
Wednesday 8th December.

She enjoyed a lovely meal at the Seamill Hydro with her cousin Roderick 
whose birthday happens to be on the same day (not his 90th!!)

The extended family had planned a surprise party on the Saturday for her 
but unfortunately it had to be cancelled at the last minute due to one of them 
testing positive with Covid. However, it didn’t stop Alison & Roderick enjoying 
some of the planned buffet and birthday cake which was duly delivered to 
them at a socially distanced visit.

We wish Alison continued good health and every happiness for the future. 

It is a joy to be worshipping God wherever we find 
ourselves but to be back in our renovated sanctuary 
is very meaningful for so many members and brings 
them peace and joy. 

While the renovation of the sanctuary had been in 
our plans it was eventually forced on us. A boiler 
condemned and an area of the ceiling crashing down 
pushed everything forward. Yes, the sanctuary is 
different but for the right reasons. Times move on and it was important that our plans considered the future 
when we were discussing the way forward. We are a church in the middle of our community and Kirkgate 
should be a place that provides a sanctuary for those who wish to worship and at the same time to be 
available to meet the needs of the members of our community. It is now very much a multi-functional space.

We could only achieve that by removal of the pews, repairing/replacing the ceiling and the installation of 
underfloor heating. New lighting was installed; the sanctuary redecorated along with the installation of a 
lovely new Audio-Visual system. The sanctuary is so much brighter and when the sun shines and catches 
the reflection from the stained-glass windows on the adjoining walls it is truly beautiful.

I resigned from being the acting Property Convener at the end of November after 8 years and it is only 
right that other members have the opportunity of experiencing different roles in the church. I am delighted 
to pass the baton over to Margaret Cassidy, who with her previous experience will provide Kirkgate with a 
first-class service.

Over the years, I have been, and am very grateful to all who contributed either by prayers, physical effort or 
simply contributing to the general discussions over the time but especially during the past two projects – 
my grateful thanks to everyone. 
 
Please come and join us for worship on a Sunday and see the transformation for yourself – you will be made 
most welcome. 
Mima McSwan

A Final Word…
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Sunday School - small beginnings ...
Ethan, Dee & Henry enjoying Sunday 
School time with Savior and helpers. They 
are very proud to display some of their 
handiwork below.

Congratulations

On Sunday 30th January at morning worship we 
were delighted to welcome two new members 
into the Kirkgate church family by Profession of 
Faith, Mr David Macleod from Stevenston and 
Miss Katy Flanigan from Saltcoats.

We send them every blessing and pray that they find 
comfort and fellowship in all that they participate in 
at Kirkgate. 

Pictured below with Nigel is David Macleod from 
Stevenston after his baptism into the church on 
Sunday 30th January. 

We wish David every blessing for the future.

ADMISSIONS:
BY PROFESSION OF FAITH

BAPTISM
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Christmas Quiz Answers
HYMNS OLD AND NEW
1 AOTWTSIM  All Over The World The Spirit Is Moving   
2 ATDPFTW  As The Deer Pants For The water    
3 BCSSR   By Cool Siloam's Shady Rill    
4 BTMVOLOMH  Be Thou My Vision O Lord Of My Heart   
5 CLURTJOTT  Come Let Us Remember The Joys Of The Town  
6 FIPIYH   Father I Place Into You Hands    
7 IAWBTAS  I Am Week But Thou Art Strong    
8 IDITM   I Danced In The Morning    
9 ITCOCIG  In The Cross Of Christ I Glory    
10 ITTHWLME  I To The Hills Will Lift Mine Eyes    
11 IWSTWS  I Will Sing The Wondrous Story    
12 JLIVW   Jesus Love Is Very Wonderful    
13 LAMRF  Like A Mighty River Flowing    
14 LATWIECS  Let All The World In Every Corner Sing   
15 MEHSTGOTCOTL Mine Eyes Have Seen The Glory Of The Coming Of The Lord 
16 MLFOIES  My Life Flows On In Endless Song    
17 NTGBRFTBG  Now The Green Blades Riseth From The Buried Grain  
18 OAHFASAORC On A Hill Far Away Stood An Old Rugged Cross  
19 OLTWNLMG  O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go    
20 SITAOJ   Safe In The Arms Of Jesus    
21 STGNSOW  Sing To God New Songs Of Worship    
22 SYFTKOG  Seek Ye First The Kingdom Of God    
23 TCIWGPAP  The Church Is Wherever God's People Are Praising   
24 TKOLMSI  The King Of Love My Shepherd Is    
25 WCMHYH  We Cannot Measure How You Heal    
26 WHHAJSJS  We Have Heard A Joyful Sound, Jesus Saves   
27 WPLARAMW  When Peace Like A River Attendeth My Way   
28 WYCAFM  Will You Come And Follow Me    
29 YGLUYHOH  Ye Gates Lift Up Your Heads On High    
30 YNTTFYIS  Yield Not To Temptation For Yielding Is Sin 

SCOTTISH TOWNS WORD SEARCH
Ardrossan 
Braemar 
Brechin 
Brora 
Castlebay 
Crieff 
Cullen 
Dalry 
Dalbeattie 
Dundee 

Duns 
Galston 
Hamilton
Kelso 
Kilwinning 
Kirkwall 
Lamlash 
Largs 
Lerwick
Nairn 

Oban 
Patna 
Perth  
Pitlochry 
Portree 
Rosyth 
Saltcoats 
Scone 
Stonehaven 
Rothesay 

Winner

Winner

Hymns Old and New, 
Vivien Bruce of Ardrossan

Congratulations

Scottish Towns Word Search 
Eunice McInnes of Saltcoats 

Congratulations

Winner
The Luxury Hamper was won by  

Fiona McInnes of Dunblane
Congratulations

Thanks to Chrissie Baillie and  
Kathy Coulter who organised  

and donated the hamper. 

They would like to thank everyone who 
bought tickets which  

raised £155 for church funds

Thanks to Elizabeth Howie for compiling  
the quizzes. 

The amount raised was £181 for church funds

There were actually 31 towns  
so I accepted any 30 from the 31. 

A couple of people did give me all 31.

Well done to all
who completed the 2 quizzes
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Kirk Session
What a joy it is to be able to worship once again in 
the Sanctuary! I think that everyone is surprised 
how big the area looks without the pews, and 
it means that we are able to accommodate 
more people than in the hall. It is still however 
necessary to let Mima know if you intend to come 
along to either the Sunday or Thursday services. 
We are continuing to live stream our Sunday 
service and also to provide the recording on the 
phone line for those unable to join us. With this 
in mind there is now a GDPR consent form giving 
permission for you to be seen in the live stream. 
Generally this only applies to those in the front 
row and the Chancel area. Many of those who 
attend church have already competed the form, 
but if you have not done so you should collect 
a form from the front vestibule. If you have any 
concerns about this please speak to either myself 
or Stuart. 

We are very pleased that we once again have Sunday 
School every Sunday during the service. Nigel’s wife 
Savior is taking this, and the children are enjoying 
learning with her. The children are in church at the 
start of the service and leave during the second 
hymn. You will find some photos from the Sunday 
school elsewhere in the magazine. We pray for an 
increase in young folk and will welcome any who 
come along to join in.

We were delighted by the response to our appeal for 
gifts before Christmas, and received a lovely letter of 
thanks. We were also delighted by the response to 
our appeal for donations in lieu of the Christmas Fair, 
which raised £1,531. We were also able o donate £80 
to Presbytery for mosquito nets in Malawi, which was 
raised through the sale of the Christmas gift cards.

The Kirk Session met in December on Zoom. Mima 
had tendered her resignation as Acting Property 
Convenor, and was warmly thanked for all her work 
in this area. Margaret Cassidy has agreed to replace 
Mima as Property Convenor, and Andrew Bruce will 
replace Margaret as Convenor of the Church and 
Community Committee. Mima will continue to act as 
Hall convenor, and is still the person to contact about 
booking accommodation.

Our Care and Share Friday lunches are continuing. 
We had a most enjoyable Christmas lunch which 
was attended by many of the regulars as well as the 
helpers, and we even had a visit from Santa himself! 

We also had a Zoom 
meeting in January 
with Magnus Ross 
and Rev Karyl Kyle 
with regard to the 
Presbytery Mission Plan. You will remember that 
there is a requirement to reduce the number of 
ministers in Scotland as a whole. For us in the 
Ardrossan Presbytery we have to reduce from 23.1 
to 13.5 FTE (Full Time Equivalent) posts. To break 
this down further, in the 3 Towns we have to reduce 
from 6.1 to 3.5 FTE posts. This could be made up in a 
variety of ways, and does not necessarily mean 3.5 
ministers. For example, there could be a combination 
of ministers and family support workers and youth 
workers. In addition the General Assembly will be 
looking at buildings and deciding the way forward. 
We have to await the new plan to see what is in store 
for us, but it is important to view this as an exciting 
opportunity for our mission in the area. Any changes 
which are to happen will not happen immediately, 
but need to happen before the end of 2025. You will 
hear more about this in the months ahead.

It is great news that by the time you receive this 
magazine we will have admitted two new members 
to our Church. David Macleod was baptised on 
Sunday 30th January and then he and Katy Flanigan 
joined the Church by profession of faith. Both have 
been coming along for some time now, and it is 
great that they are taking this step. Our best wishes 
go to them both. Dylan Chikanya will be baptised 
on Sunday 6th February by Rev Jim Teasdale from 
Eastwood Parish Church. You will remember that 
Nigel worked alongside Jim during his period of 
familiarisation with the Church of Scotland, and it will 
be lovely to welcome him and hear what he has to 
say to us.

Let’s all pray that the year ahead will see a further 
easing of restrictions and a decrease in cases of 
Covid, and that we can all get back to some degree 
of normality!

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk 
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Property Report
MANSE 
Mima and I went along to do the annual inspection and found things on the whole to 
be intact. We did require to send the electrician in to repair the bathroom light fitting 
and also the joiner will have to go and reseal some of the Windows and the patio 
door. 
 
CHURCH
We have had on going issues over this past month with the new heating system but hopefully we are coming 
to an end with these issues and the Church will be warm when we need it to be. 
 
We have had a couple of people in pricing the cost of carpeting the sanctuary and we will have to look 
closely at the quotes. 
 
The fire extinguishers have had their annual check as well as the roof lightning rod. The joiner is also doing 
some small tasks around the Church for us. 

There is a small water leak at the bottom of the steps at the front of the church which we are attending to at 
this time.

Margaret Cassidy

Presbytery Report
Presbytery met on 7th December 2021 
and the moderator gave his Christmas 
message.

Kirk Sessions are being visited at present about the 
Presbytery Mission Plan and then a buildings audit 
will be completed separate to the first visit. 

Note that the Very Rev Martin Fair and Richard Lloyd 
have been appointed as Facilitators to assist the 
formation of the Presbytery Mission Plan.

Some gift cards were available at Christmas from 
Nigel at £5.00 in aid of the Milala Presbytery to buy 
mosquito nets.

The annual attestation and inspection of Rolls and 
Records will be completed on Tuesday 15th February 
2022 in Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish 
Church in the Church.

Safeguarding training for 2022 will be arranged and 
dates sent to the church co-ordinators soon.

Next meeting will be 1st February 2022 

Margaret Cassidy, Presbytery Elder

The Guild
GUILD THEATRE OUTING  
TO LARGS
You will recall that the guild had
booked to go to the operatic in 2020. Due to all
the restrictions it had to be cancelled.

I am pleased to write and tell you that Largs
Operatic have been in touch to let us know that they
are putting on ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ in March and our
pre-booking of 2020 is still valid.

Unfortunately, since the Guild is not meeting at the
moment and due to a considerable reduction in our
numbers along with the remaining restrictions, we
have decided it would be better to cancel due to the
difficulty of organising it.

However, anyone interested in attending can make
their own arrangements for obtaining tickets.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
KIRKGATE, FRIDAY 4 MARCH, 2.00PM
This is an ecumenical movement led by 
Christian Women from all over the world, 
who encourage you to join them in 
Prayer and Action for peace and justice. 
Everyone will be welcome.
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Craft TeamPrayer Group
The Prayer Group continues 
to meet, usually after the 
service on the first Sunday 
of the month, and again if 
anyone would like prayers 
said please contact me. 

Father how good it is to come to you especially in 
times of trouble. 
Amen

Margaret Cassidy The group members are looking forward to 
meeting again. Starting on Tuesday 1st February 
we will meet from 1-3 pm. Should you wish to join 
the group you will be made most welcome. 

We had a really successful year, even with all the 
limiting restrictions we still managed to donate 
£1,350 to church funds. Once again we are indebted 
to everyone who supported us so generously. 

We now have a small selection of cards available in 
the hall vestibule for anyone attending the church, 
but are still happy to take orders by phone, text or 
speak directly to any of the group.
Home selection, deliveries and collections are still 
available for anyone interested in purchasing cards.

As you have read above we are looking forward 
to Spring and planning our Easter Coffee & Cards 
which is always a popular morning for catching up 
with friends. Mark it on your calendar - Saturday 12th 
March, 10.00am - 1.00pm when we look forward to 
seeing you. 

While Easter is not until April this year get your cards 
early, you can have them personalised and made to 
order if you wish.

Time keeps moving on and it’s nice to have Spring to 
look forward to.

EASTER COFFEE 
& CARDS

 KIRKGATE CHURCH HALL
  
 SATURDAY 12 MARCH 
 
 10.00AM - 1.00PM

We had planned to start Musical Memories in 
February this year but have decided to delay 
it for a month. 

We hope that the easing of some of the government 
restrictions regarding masks and social distancing 
will enable it to go ahead unrestricted in March.

The dates for the first few sessions are:-
Wednesday 30th March
Wednesday 27th April
Wednesday 25th May

All meetings will start at 2.00pm and finish at 3.20pm 
and tea/coffee and goodies will be served at the 
interval.

All ages are welcome to attend and it would be 
helpful for catering if people could book their place 
in advance.

If you would like to know more about it or to book 
your place please don’t hesitate to give me a call, I 
would be happy to hear from you.

Mary Stewart
01294 464526
07907 686229

Musical Memories
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For your Amusement...
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Life & Work: 
IN THE FEBRUARY EDITION... 
New Life from Old Stones 
Jackie Macadam considers the 
options for unneeded church 
buildings, and shows how some 
have found a new purpose

The Journey of Living by Faith 
The faith journey of bouncer-
turned-pastor Dez Johnston, new 
President of the Boys’ Brigade in 
the UK and ROI.

The Five Marks of Mission: Sharing the Good News 
Thomas Baldwin considers the first of the Five Marks 
of Mission

Faith in Action 
Official monthly update from the Faith Action 
Programme

Science ‘Doesn’t Diminish My Faith’ 
The Moderator highlights how science and faith can 
work together

‘Friends for Life’ 
In this month’s youth column, Natasha Scotland 
looks back on a pre-pandemic visit to Zambia with 
the Church of Scotland Guild

A Highland Mission Church 
John R Hume considers the history of a small, but 
fascinating church on the Isle of North Uist

Plus: News, letters, readers’ pictures, crosswords 
and registers

Online: Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and 
exclusive features.

As a charity we 
at Kirkgate can claim
 an extra 25p per £1 from 
HMRC on any donation you 
make to Kirkgate providing you 
pay basic tax on your income. 

So if this applies to you and you have not completed 
a Gift Aid mandate please seriously consider it. 
Either call me Tel: 466867 or speak to me in person.

George Armstrong, Gift Aid Convenor

Gift Aid
I hope you’ve enjoyed reading the February issue 
of the ‘Messenger’. It was good to have the short 
break from editing in January, however we’re back 
in business now until June when we take our next 
break for the summer months. The next deadline 
date for contributions is 27th February at the very 
latest please. 

Thank you for all your Christmas Messages and 
donations which raised £155 for the magazine 
account.

If you haven’t already renewed your postage 
donation of £9 for the ‘Messenger’ there is still time 
for you to send it to me. Should you want to be 
added to the mailing list please contact me or Stuart.

Stuart has been busy contacting our advertisers to 
ask if they wish to continue supporting the church 
with their adverts. Unfortunately we have lost some 
of our stalwarts but we thank them for the years of 
support they have given us. The new owners of the 
optician’s across from the church have kindly agreed 
to advertise with us and we thank them for their 
support and wish them every success in their new 
premises. 

We are most grateful to all our advertisers as their 
income is a very important part of helping towards 
some of the running costs of the printing machine 
which enables us to post out the magazine free to 
all who pay postage. Please try and support the 
advertisers if you can.

The magazine is available online on the church 
website and we also email and post it out to those 
who have requested it. You can also listen to it 
being read by some of our volunteer members on 
our website, Twilio phone service and podcasting 
channel. So many ways to to be kept up to date with 
all that is happening within the church. 

Please keep us informed of any special birthdays, 
anniversaries or any other special events that you 
hear about. 

Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net 
or send a written copy if you don’t 
use a computer. 

Elizabeth McMahon, Editor

From the Editor

https://www.lifeandwork.org
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya 10 Seafield Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 8NU

Tel: 01294 683379  
Mob: 07566 278132 NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce 57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB 01294 605113

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan 23 Springvale Court 

Saltcoats KA21 5LY 01294 602410

POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Pastoral Care See magazine article for various contact details 
Organist, Rollkeeper, Data Protection, Website Stuart McMahon 93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan KA22 7PH 01294 603848
Treasurer Jean Rainey 12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AE 01294 464933
Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong 46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan KA22 7PD 01294 466867
Freewill Offering Envelopes Moira Cooper 1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan KA22 8BQ 01294 468851
Property Convenor Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing 210 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan KA22 8JS 01294 601700
Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life & Work Elizabeth McMahon 8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NJ 01294 464428
Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie 40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats KA21 5LD 01294 463903
The Guild Secretary: Vacant
Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch 17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AH 01294 465233
Craft Team Jean Hay 18 West Doura Avenue, Saltcoats KA21 5NS 01294 469986
Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881
Prayer Group Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinators*: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick 
Mrs Moira Cooper*  
Mrs Jennifer Fox*  
Mrs Maureen Hunter 
Mrs Fiona Liddell 
Mrs Solveig McCulloch  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken  
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Barbara McWilliam  

Mrs Jean Rainey 
Mrs Morag Forsyth 
(telephone contact elder)  
Co-opted:  
Jean Hay*
Anne Aitken
Phyllis Armstrong
Christine Ewing

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL: 
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Evelyn Green
Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Maureen Hunter
Mrs Fiona Liddell 

Co-opted:  
Mrs Phyllis Armstrong 
Mrs Jean Hay 
Mrs Carol Gilmour

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

We are still looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communication and Finance 
Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more information.

PROPERTY:  
Convener: Margaret Cassidy
Mrs Vivien Bruce  
Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon 

Mrs Pamela Martin 
Mrs Maureen Hunter

COMMUNICATION:  
Co-ordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted: Mrs Elizabeth McMahon

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce
Mrs Margaret Cassidy 
Mrs Pamela Martin
Mrs Mary Stewart

Co-opted:
Mr David Macleod
Ms Fiona Wright

FINANCE:  
Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Moira Cooper
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong



19

Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant & Bar since 1985
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Cecchini’s Ayr
72 Fort Street

Ayr KA7 1EH
01292 263607

ayr@cecchinis.com

Cecchini’s Ardrossan
Clyde Marina
5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA
01294 471700
ardrossan@cecchinis.com 
 

 
 
 
 

www.cecchinis.com
 

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6/8 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
33 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers

Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  
and Lamb Stocked

Past Awards: Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Silver Awards – Speciality Burgers

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.

www.urquhartopticians.co.uk

Your Local  
Independent  

Optician
Saltcoats  
47 Chapelwell Street, KA21 5EB   |   01294 465152

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire

KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE

We provide Soup and Sandwiches 
and our presence in Kirkgate 
Church every Friday from 12.30pm 
to 2pm for those who are homeless 
or in need of support.
 
For further information contact 
CHANA on 07585 665751

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Monday & Tuesday

Established 1902
West End Cafe

Baxters Jewellers
Get the ideal gift from our extensive collection 
of Scottish, Celtic, Charles Rennie Mackintosh, 

Titanium jewellery
Luckenbooths – Scottish Love Tokens  

for Valentines Day 
FREE UK SHIPPING 

Tel: +44 (0)7434 041 744
sales@baxtersjewellers.com

Saltcoats, established 1977
Kirkgate Craft Team

• Wide range 
of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall 
from 1pm – 3pm



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper
Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and other 
celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

Head Office: 57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

www.jascampbell.co.uk


