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Message from the Manse
As I write this letter, we are about to begin the
season of Advent. As you remember, Advent is
a season of hope. At our services we will light
the Advent candles on each of the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas Day. We light them as a
prophetic symbol of hope as we look forward to
Christmas. The birth narratives of the Gospels of
Matthew and Luke speak of the angelic visitations
and miraculous conception of Jesus.
This time, as we approach Christmas, l have decided
to share with you my experience of Christmas and
what it meant to me growing up. I don’t remember
my first six years and what Christmas was like for
me then; all that comes to mind is that my dad used
to have his camera with him, and he used to take
photos and that is as far as I can go. When I was
seven, my mother and late father were divorced, and
this left me to grow up in a broken and scattered
family. It is still very vivid in my mind that every
Christmas my parents would be fighting over us
(children), and, in the end, we would end up in
between or, worst-case scenario, with none of the
two parents. This made me find Christmas hurtful, as
nothing good came from it for me and my siblings.
The worst thing was always knowing that I would
change schools in the new year, and I had to brace
myself for the move. The changing of schools costed
me as I had to repeat some grades. Either I did not
have a transfer letter, or I had lost my birth certificate
and could not prove I had done a given grade. This
led my siblings and me to dislike Christmas or any
celebration that came with it. Firstly, because we
had nowhere to call home and we felt like there was
nothing to celebrate. At Christmas most children
would get new clothes and eat special food, like a
turkey here in Scotland. Back home for my family it
would be chicken, and this was if we were lucky. This
time of the year made me question God more. When
my parents eventually settled that we would stay
with my maternal grandmother, l personally started
seeing light. My grandmother took us to church and
gave us a family to celebrate Christmas with.
With my stepmother, Christmas was like any other
day. We used to go to the fields and work hard and
be miserable. I used to wonder what kind of ‘Jesus’
birthday’ this was; why he couldn’t save me from
such pain.
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With my grandmother,
Christmas meant we went
to church. We used to
receive Christmas boxes
from America and then I
had a glimpse into what
love was all about. As it is
said, love is not love until
you give it away. These are
some of the highlights for
me.
I now believe Jesus is my hope and that is what I
offer every Christmas to others. As we prepare for
Christmas 2021 and the celebration of Jesus’ birth,
remember others more than you think of yourself.
There is more we could do to put a smile on others’
faces. From an eternal perspective, we stand on the
brink of the eternal culmination of the rule and reign
of Jesus.
As the weeks pass and the Christmas Day draws
closer, excitement will begin to build in the hearts of
children around us. Perhaps, for them, Christmas is a
time for giving and receiving gifts, an opportunity to
spend time with family and friends, and to hear again
the stories of the birth of baby Jesus. For some of us
a bit older, perhaps Christmas is a painful time – a
time when we’re moved to think lovingly about the
lives of family and friends no longer with us.
As the year draws to a close, the Chikanya family
would like to wish you God’s richest Christmas
blessing!
Thank you for all you
have done for the
Lord and especially
for Kirkgate Family
this past year!
God bless you all.
Yours,
Nigel

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya
Tel: 01294 683379 Mobile: 07566 278132
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Prayer Page
FOLLOWING JESUS

contributed by Alison Buick

Lord Jesus Christ, you call us as you called your first disciples, to follow you,
not simply to believe, not merely to declare our faith and confess to you as Lord,
but to keep following wherever you lead.
Lord Jesus help us
Help us to follow you eagerly, faithfully, devotedly, seeing where you are at work and staying close to you.
Lord Jesus help us
Help us to follow in your footsteps, pursuing the way of love, and accepting the road of sacrifice. Help us to
follow after you, letting your presence fill our hearts, and trusting you so completely that your love shines
through us.
Lord Jesus help us
Help us to follow through the life of discipleship, not allowing ourselves to become distracted, or to lose heart
so that we wander away from you, but keeping faith to the end.
Lord Jesus Christ, you call us, as you call all your people, to follow you.
Teach us what that means, and by your grace help us to respond and be followers of your way.
Lord Jesus, help us, for we ask it in your name.
Amen

QUOTES
I always thought that if I were popular I must be
doing something wrong.
Suzanne Vega
Life is a song - sing it.
Life is a game - play it.
Life is a challenge - meet it.
Life is a dream - realise it.
Life is a sacrifice - offer it.
Life is love - enjoy it.
Sai Baba
The true secret of happiness lies in taking a
genuine interest in all the details of daily life.
William Morris
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From the Editor

Presbytery Report

Welcome to the December issue of the
‘Messenger’. Since we don’t print in January
the next deadline date for contributions is 30th
January at the very latest please.

Presbytery met on 2nd November
2021 in West Kilbride Parish Church

Thank you for all your Christmas Messages and kind
donations which will go to the church magazine
account.
Renewal of your postage donation of £9 for the
‘Messenger’ will be due in February and a reminder
is included with this magazine. Should you want to
be added to the mailing list please contact me or
Stuart.
If you know of any business who would like to take
advertising with us, January is also the time when we
review our current advertisers, so please ask around
your favourite shops and, if interested, please tell
them to get in touch with us. The advertising is very
important as it helps to cover some of the costs of
printing and running cost of the printing machine.
Please keep us informed of any special birthdays,
anniversaries or any other special events that you
hear about.
You’ll find lots of other information to keep our
church family informed on the website
Please feel free to email me at
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net
or send a written copy if you don’t
use a computer.
Elizabeth McMahon, Editor

Freewill Envelopes
Freewill envelopes
are now available for
collection in the hall.
If anyone no longer
wishes envelopes
please let me know.

The Business Convener explained that
14 presbyters volunteered for the South
West Presbytery Working Consultation Groups.
Also stated was that the Presbytery budget for 2022
will be just for 9 months which will take us through
to when the new United Presbytery is formed.
A vote was taken on the Solemnisation of ‘Same
Sex Marriage Overture’ and this result was that 18
approved and 18 disapproved thus showing just how
divided the church is on this subject.
The Mission Convener spoke of the need for Kirk
Sessions to utilise the resourses provided by the
Assembly and the Mission Committee all aimed at
our call to discipleship and following Christ. We were
also encouraged to provide opportunities to bring
young people into our churches.
The Church and Society Convener urged Kirk
sessions to take part in basic training provided by
Integrity - the Church of Scotlands ‘Violence Against
Women’ Task Group, this can be found on the
website.
We were also urged to listen and learn from partner
churches in relation to climate change, migration,
HIV, etc.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th
December and will be in West Kilbride Parish
Church.
Margaret Cassidy, Presbytery Elder

Mission Boxes
Thank you to everyone who
collected money in the mission
boxes.

Also anyone whose circumstances have changed
regarding gift aid please inform George Armstrong,
Jean Rainey or myself.

The amount banked this year was
£222, it’s amazing how the change
mounts up!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone.

Moira Cooper

Moira Cooper
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What’s on in Kirkgate - December, January & February
REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS
Sunday, 10.45 am:

Morning Worship

Tuesday, 1.00-3.00 pm:

Craft Team

Thursday, 10.30 am:

Midweek Service

Thursday, 2.30 & 7.30 pm: Country Dance Club
(alternate weeks)
Friday, 12.30-2.00 pm:

Care & Share Lunch

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Prayer Meeting

First Sunday of month after morning worship

Zoom Chat Session

First Tuesday of month, 10.30 am - 11.30 am

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER

JANUARY 2022

Thursday 2nd, 10.30am:
Midweek Service including
Sacrament of Holy Communion
7.30pm: Kirk Session meeting

Sunday 2nd, 10.45am :
Service for the New Year
No Prayer Meeting after service

Sunday 5th, 10.45am:
2nd Sunday in Advent
Morning Worship including Sacrament of Holy
Communion and Dedication of Christmas Gifts.
No Monthly Prayer Meeting after service
Sunday 12th, 10.45am:
3rd Sunday in Advent
Re-scheduled Monthly Prayer Meeting
Monday 13th, 2pm:
Guild - Carols & Readings
Friday 17th, 12.30 - 2pm:
CHANA Christmas Lunch
Sunday 19th, 10.45am:
4th Sunday in Advent

Thursday 6th, 2pm:
Kirk Session meet with Presbytery representatives to
discuss Mission Plan
TBA Country Dance Club
Sunday 9th, approx 12 noon:
Re-scheduled Monthly Prayer Meeting
Thursday 13th (tbc), 7.30pm:
Kirk Session meeting
30th January:
Material required for ‘Messenger’

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 2nd: Time to be confirmed
Afternoon of Musical Memories

Friday 24th, 3pm:
Family Service for Christmas Eve
12.30 - 2pm: CHANA Lunch
Saturday 25th:
Christmas Day – no service
Sunday 26th, 10.45am:
Boxing Day Service
Friday 31st, 12.30 - 2pm:
CHANA Lunch
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Kirkgate Family – Keeping Connected
The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to
reach out and touch folk wherever they are...
Hello,
The Pastoral Team and Nigel held our first
‘in person‘ meeting in the church hall on 16th
November. Just great to be back together, albeit
masked and socially distanced.
The focus of our meeting was to reflect on all that
has gone on during Covid period, review our lists,
the reorganisation of the team and the recruitment
of new members in order that we can best carry
out the work of the Pastoral Team going forward
under Nigel’s ministry and as we hopefully return
to worship and fellowship in our newly refurbished
Sanctuary in the not too distant future.
The meeting was productive and Nigel gave us much
to think about and discuss.
We gave thanks for the service and dedication of Liz
Clark who sadly passed away this year, she will be
much missed.
Alison Buick is stepping back from being a team
phone contact, but delighted to say will remain a
Pastoral Team member, caring for those on her list.
Morag Forsyth is stepping back from active frontline
work but we’re very happy to say, will also continue
to serve as a team member maintaining her work
and contact with her listed folk.

Isobel Passway and Elizabeth McMahon are both
stepping down as co-opted members but both
will continue to support our work for which we
give grateful thanks. Kirkgate Craft Team ‘cards of
appreciation’ were sent out to Alison, Morag, Isobel
and Elizabeth for all their hard work.
Delighted to report that Moira Cooper and Jean
Hay will join us along with Jennifer Fox as co coordinators.
Anne Aitken, Phyllis Armstrong and Christine Ewing
have all agreed to join the team too. We thank them
all for their willingness to join us and look forward to
welcoming them to our next meeting and working
together to continue the work of pastoral care in
Kirkgate.
Nigel closed our meeting with uplifting and inspiring
prayer, appreciated by all the team.
All on the Pastoral Team wish each and everyone in
Kirkgate, a joyful and blessed Christmas and peace
and good health in 2022.
Evelyn Green, co-oordinator; Nigel and all on the
Pastoral Team.

We gave thanks and appreciation for their dedication
and commitment.

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
The Pastoral Team are working very hard
behind the scenes. Please keep the team up-todate with information about people who need
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for
everyone. Please don’t assume they already
know - they would rather hear several times
over than not at all.
The main contacts for Pastoral Care are:
Mrs Moira Cooper, (01294 468851)
Mrs Jean Hay, (01294 469986)
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).
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DIGITAL AND PRINTED COPIES OF
THE KIRKGATE MESSENGER
If you would like to receive the Kirkgate
Messenger by email then please send an email
to messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk and
we’ll add you in to the mailing list for the next
edition.
If you know of any members who would like
to receive a printed copy of the Kirkgate
Messenger, we are asking for a small donation
towards the postage (£1 per issue / £9 billed
annually in February). Contact the editor to be
added to the mailing list. Thank you.

Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY / MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our Sunday Service is held at 10.45am and is also available online
live via YouTube with a recording available shortly afterwards on
the website, Twilio phone service (01294 444201) and podcasting
channels.

Our Youtube Channel:
https://www.youtube.
com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
Please subscribe to the YouTube
channel (free) to get alerts on
any new content.

Whilst we hope to be back in the church shortly after this magazine
is published, at the time of going to print, it is still necessary to reserve your seat in advance by contacting
Mima McSwan on 01294 602410, and it is equally important to let Mima know if your plans change and you
will not be coming as there may be a waiting list for other folk wishing to attend. The midweek Thursday
service continues at 10.30am with seat reservations still required by phoning Mima.

ZOOM CHAT SESSION

Our chat session via Zoom is now being held on the 1st Tuesday
morning of every month from 10.30am - 11.30am. The next session
will be on Tuesday 4th January.
To join our Zoom meetings you can click/type this link (also
available on the website):
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRb
GtSRVQzdz09
or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and entering in the following Meeting ID and passcode:
Meeting ID: 645 176 4317
Passcode: 2021
You can also dial in to Zoom by phone if you don’t have access to
a computer/webcam. The number for that is 0131 460 1196 and
enter the meeting details above. (Calls charged at your usual rate for
UK landline numbers - often free for 60 minutes depending on your
telephone service provider)

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE

Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access to the internet
that our Twilio phone service (01294 444201) is available to them
where you can listen to the weekly service and an audiobook version of the Messenger.

LIVE STREAMING / DATA PROTECTION

As you’ll be aware, Kirkgate Church live streams the Sunday
morning service on to YouTube. In the church we will have two
remotely controlled cameras which will be positioned under the
gallery facing forward, although they can be panned around
and zoomed out which may occasionally show some of the
congregation. If you have any concerns about appearing in the
livestream, please speak to Stuart in the first instance. However,
seats behind the cameras under the back gallery will generally be
‘out of shot’.
Unfortunately, as attendees could potentially be identified (for example, a wider shot of the congregation
whilst singing a hymn), we now require written consent from those present, especially if any children or
‘adults at risk’ are attending. As such, over the coming weeks, we will be asking attendees to complete a
consent form to keep us compliant with our GDPR requirements. Again, please speak to Stuart if you have
any questions or concerns.
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The Guild

Church and Community

“LOOK FORWARD IN FAITH”

Margaret welcomed Mary
Stewart, Andrew Bruce, Fiona
Wright and Pamela Martin to the
meeting held on 9th November
in the hall and it was nice to
actually sit and talk with people. Sadly David
McLeod had to put in his apologies at this
time but we hope to welcome him at a later
date.

That’s the Guild’s theme for the next
three years and it has prompted us to
arrange some meetings, so far we have met twice
on a Monday afternoon.
The first meeting on 8th November was a ‘get
together’ and chat attended by twelve ladies. We all
felt that moving to an afternoon was a good idea but
no permanant day was decided on.
We met again on 22nd November when we celebrated
Communion conducted by our minister Rev. Nigel
Chikanya. It was very enjoyable, just unfortunate that
the attendance was very poor with only seven ladies
participating.
Our next meeting is planned for Monday 13th
December at 2pm and it will take the form of our
usual “Carols by Candlelight “. A warm welcome is
extended to everyone whether a guild member or not,
so why don’t you join us for an enjoyable afternoon of
Christmas Carols/Readings. It would be lovely to have
more people attend that day, so please mark it in your
diary.
Unfortunately, if our numbers do not increase we
will have to seriously consider the future of the Guild
in Kirkgate, as it would not be practicable to ask
speakers to come to talk to such small numbers.
We must just “Look forward in Faith” and pray for
better things in 2022.

We discussed various things and decided on a
quite a few. Unfortunately, our offer to help at the
Christmas Tree Festival will not be required as
it has been decided to cancel that event due to
the uncertainty of the sanctuary being fully ready
for use. But we look forward to it being held next
year.
We also spoke about having a pool of people,
some maybe even from the community or other
Churches to assist and help in organising other
functions etc.
It was agreed to hold a ‘Musical Memories’
afternoon every month, these will be led by Mary
whose extensive experience of playing for these
kind of afternoons will be sure to attract much
interest. They will commence on Wednesday 2nd
February and an advertisement for these will be
looked at.
Margaret Cassidy

Best wishes to all for Christmas and the New Year.
Chrissie Baillie

Life & Work: In the December edition...
Christmas 2021
‘A Wonderful Gift’: How Church of Scotland ministers keep
the eternal message of Christmas fresh again and again
The Moderator considers the message of Christmas carols
The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the bitter-sweetness
of a changing Christmas
Nativity in Lockdown: Young Members of Ayr: St James
look back on last year’s ‘Bubble Nativity’
A new carol for Christian Aid
Honouring God’s Name
In the second part of his study of the Lord’s Prayer,
the Rev David Searle considers the importance of
‘Hallowed be thy name’
Our Man on Mars
Jackie Macadam learns about a new book by an
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East Lothian elder, imagining the first
chaplaincy to Mars
The Core Elements
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers explains
why kindness – and the counselling and
support of CrossReach – are needed
now more than ever
A Biblical Connection
John R Hume outlines the history of a Glasgow church
overlooking the Clyde
Online
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features,
including a new series of Climate Change Diaries from
Church of Scotland partners across the world

Treasurer’s Report
The balances of Accounts as at 24th November 2021 were as follows:
General Account £15,456.
Fabric Account £13,093.
Knoxland Bequest £5,328.84
Session Discretionary Fund £559.01; Session Benevolent Fund £225; Ministers Benevolent Fund £3,212
Mrs Reid Fund £256; Organ Fund £2,335; Mrs Irvine’s Bequest £1,000; Mrs Lockie’s Bequest £500
Presbytery Reduction £2,190.
The amount collected by standing order, cheques and collection for the month of October was as follows:
S/O and cheques: £2,652.52 Plate: £1,470.
We thank the Country Dance Club for donating £300 to church funds, the Craft Team for £500 and we
received £67.52 from the rag bag collection, our thanks to Elma who organises this and to all who contributed.
As you have probably heard, unfortunately, we are unable to have a Christmas Fair again this year. However
it was decided to ask anyone who wishes to make a donation of the money they would normally spend at the
Fair to put it in an envelope marked Christmas Fair and either hand it into the Church or I am happy to receive
them in the post to me or I can collect it if you contact me. The other members of the fundraising committee
will also be happy to receive them. A list of who is on the committee is on page 18. My mobile number is
07989 248136. Can you mark on the envelope please if you are signed up for ‘Gift Aid’ as we can claim the tax
back on these donations which makes a big difference to your donation at no extra cost to yourselves.
Again, can I just say a huge thank you to all the members of our congregation who have kept up with their
collections and made donations despite all the restrictions that we are facing just now. It is very much
appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid as unfortunately they still have to be settled. Thank you to
everyone who has sent me cheques or their envelopes which have I have credited to the bank.
If anyone wishes to take out a standing order please contact me either by phone on 01294 464933 or
by email : treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Take care everyone and stay safe.
Jean
With Christmas rapidly approaching, please remember that you can raise
extra funds for the church at Amazon Smile and Easyfundraising.org.uk
at no extra cost to yourself.

Our 2021 fundraising target is...
£ 150

To date £21.90 has been raised with Amazon Smile and £66.13 via
Easyfundraising.org.uk. Just search for “Kirkgate Church” on either site.

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

2021

You can help us us hit our fundraising target for FREE!
Here’s how

Find us on
easyfundraising & join

You shop
(Start at easyfundraising)

4,400 sites will
donate to us for FREE

Not signed up?
Find us on www.easyfundraising.org.uk

The Foodbank is still in need of vital donations.

INSERT Parish
CAUSE NAME
Kirkgate
Church

Over £34 million raised

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
For more information on the Food Bank website at
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk

1.9 million users

THEY ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF:
tinned meats, or tinned chicken, tinned potatoes, tinned
vegetables, tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti,
tinned fruit, tinned custard, tinned rice pudding, biscuits,
cereal, long life blue and green milk, pasta,
pasta sauce and rice
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Christmas Greetings
Eunice McInnes
would like to wish
everyone at Kirkgate,
a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

A Merry Christmas
and a Happy 2022
to all at Kirkgate.
Joanna & Robert Murray

Wishing all my friends a very
Merry Christmas and
a healthy peaceful New Year.
Thanks to everyone for your
care and support
Kathy Coulter

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Enjoy yourselves
Eat, drink and be merry.
Hope Santa is good to you all
Best Wishes
Elma Hunter

Moira and Ron Cooper
wish everyone at
Kirkgate a very
Merry Christmas and a
safe Happy New Year
xxx

Evelyn & Brian Green wish all in
Kirkgate every blessing
this Christmas Season.
Prayers and Best Wishes for a happier,
healthier and safer 2022 for all.
In lieu of individual
Christmas cards this year,
we are making a
donation to church funds.
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Wishing everyone a very
Happy Christmas and a safe
and healthy New Year
Stuart McMahon

Best wishes to all my friends at Kirkgate
for a Happy Christmas and a successful
and healthy New Year
Chrissie Baillie

Christmas Greetings

I wish all my friends in the
congregation a very
Happy Christmas and hope that 2022
will be a better year for everyone.
Best wishes
May Watson

George and Phyllis Armstrong
wish you all a happy,
peaceful Christmas and
health and happiness
in the New Year

Sending our Best wishes to
everyone at Kirkgate
for a very Happy Christmas
and we pray that 2022 will be a
healthy, peaceful year for all.
Love
Gordon & Elizabeth McMahon
xx

A very
Happy Christmas
to all my friends at Kirkgate.
Wishing you a time of peace

Wishing everyone at
Kirkgate a
Joyful Christmas
and a
Happy Healthy
New Year
Anne Aitken

Merry Christmas
Wishing health and happiness in 2022
to all my church family.
Love
Fiona Liddell x

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all
my family at Kirkgate.
Jennifer Fox & Family x
I have sent a donation to Concern Worldwide,
A gift of 6 chickens to help people
living in extreme poverty
To all our friends at Kirkgate,
our warmest thoughts and best wishes for a
wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year.
May peace, love, and prosperity
follow you always.
Jean and Alastair Rainey

Christine Ewing
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Christmas Greetings
We would like to take
this opportunity
to wish everyone at
Kirkgate a very
Merry Christmas and
all the best for 2022.

With best wishes to all my friends
at Kirkgate for a Happy Christmas
and a good New Year
Nina Fleming

Margaret & Benny Cassidy

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Many thanks to all our readers, listeners, advertisers, and all who contribute
to the magazine in any way, whether by recording the text for those with poor
eyesight or providing all the articles that make up ‘The Messenger’.
Best Wishes from The Communications Team

Gift Aid

Country Dance Club

As a charity we at Kirkgate can
claim an extra 25p per £1 from
HMRC on any donation you make
to Kirkgate providing you pay basic
tax on your income.

We have all been enjoying
our dancing since we
started up again in
September.

So if this applies to you and you have
not completed a Gift Aid mandate please seriously
consider it. Either call me Tel: 466867 or speak to
me in person.

After our Christmas break
we plan to start again on
Thursday 6th January. At this
point I do not know if it will be an afternoon or
an evening.

George Armstrong, Gift Aid Convenor

Elizabeth Howie

Kirk Session

The Kirk Session has not met this month as Nigel wanted to allow time for all the
committees to meet.
We would like to thank you all for your continued support of the church, and we hope that we
will soon be able to move back into the sanctuary. This will enable more people to be present
at services, but we have decided to continue with the booking system as it is the easiest way
of keeping a record of attendance for track and trace.
We enjoyed our small celebration of tea and cake on Sunday 21st November to celebrate the fact that Nigel
has now been with us for a year. Hopefully we can resume serving tea and coffee after the Sunday service
very soon.
Dates for services in December can be found on the ‘What’s on’ listings on page 5 and it is hoped that as
many of you as possible will be able to attend some of them.
Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk
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Property Report
PHASE 2

It will be one month or so short of 3 years when we return to the
Sanctuary to worship once again. I know it probably seems much
longer than that but with a variety of hold-ups including COVID
lockdown it was only in April this year that work on the Sanctuary eventually commenced. We then met
up with a lack of materials and unavailable contractors due to demands on their time.
All going well the Fusion contractors and sub-contractors should finish their work as the magazine goes to
print. Thereafter, the Organ Tuners from Forth Organs will arrive to re-assemble and re-tune the organ, and
finally GAB, the sound and vision company to set-up their equipment.
It will be a great day when we can once again worship in the sanctuary. It would be so good to see members
who have not been present with us over the past few months returning to enjoy worship and fellowship in the
refurbished sanctuary.
As you would expect the sanctuary is so very different. Pews removed
have provided us with a large space which will be suitable for many
different functions. The church is so light now with white walls, new
lighting has brightened up the sanctuary and allowed the stained-glass
windows to come into their own now – they are stunning.
Unfortunately, there was a limit to what we could do with the available
funds at our disposal, and the sanctuary, at this point, has not been
carpeted. When funds are available then consideration will be given to
carpeting the sanctuary.
MANSE
Roof Roof-guard have surveyed the manse roof and highlighted some problems – the sooner they are
repaired the better especially now that winter weather is upon us.
Bathroom - David Robb, Plumber will be replacing faulty taps and a toilet seat in the downstairs bathroom.
The fan is also faulty and will be replaced by Arthur our electrician – that should happen this week if he can
obtain the correct fan. Flooring in this area also requires to be looked at.
General - A few other problems that have arisen at the manse require to be considered and any necessary
action taken to resolve the problems.
CHURCH
We have had one problem stemming from the new boiler set-up that due to low pressure restricting the gas
supply the other two boilers in the church have been automatically closing down. Fusion rectified the problem
or so we thought but had a repeat of the problem a few days later. Fusion have still to resolve this problem as
we do not wish to be in a similar position again.
RED CHAIRS - THANKS
A very big thank-you to the volunteers who came out on Tuesday & Wednesday to clean the
red fabric chairs. The response was excellent and as they say many hands made light work
and it was a joy to have such a super response. Please conserve your energy as I will be
requesting assistance to clean out the church and to replace items of furniture, hymn books
etc., back into their home slots.
Mima McSwan
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Care & Share
Another month has passed and we are rapidly heading towards
Christmas!
The Party is all arranged now and it will be on Friday 17th December
when we will enjoy lunch, entertainment and a visit from Santa. Anyone who would like to join us will be
made most welcome. Attendances at the Friday lunch club have been variable with the numbers ranging
between 8 and 22. Some of our friends who we had not seen for a while have returned although others are
still a bit wary of Covid.
A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone with love from all at Care and Share xx

Argyle Community Shop
The shop was formally opened by Julie from the Whitlees
Centre, with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Wednesday 3rd
November.
The shop has been very well attended with numbers increasing
each week. A wide range of produce is available for members to
choose from. Anyone interested in becoming a member is welcome to come on a Wednesday between 12 &
4pm to see the shop and be given information about membership.
Merry Christmas from all at The Argyle Community Shop

Crossreach
Both homes are beginning to
prepare for Christmas and are
just waiting instructions to
see what kind of decorations
we will be allowed to put up
this year. Arrangements for
Chrtistmas meals etc., are
also taking place.
South Beach House has a
new deputy and she begins in
December. and Cumnor Hall in
Ayr now has a new manager
and I hope to leave on Friday
17th December. Both homes
are in good hands, so hopefully I can retire again!!
It was nice to have the opportunity to speak about
‘Crossreach’ at our Church service on Sunday 21st
November. Reminding us that it is not just the ‘Care of
the Elderly’ but that Crossreach has many other units
and places where staff work to help the more vulnerable
in our society. We just pray that this work will continue
for a long time to come.
Margaret Cassidy
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Prayer Group

Craft Team

I am happy to say that the
Prayer Group was well
attended and that the next
meeting will be on 12th
December after the morning
service.
We will not be meeting on 2nd January 2022 but
will meet on 9th January 2022 instead. Again please
contact me on 01294 605535 for any special prayers
you would like us to say on your behalf.
Heavenly Father, we pray for all here at Kirkgate
Church and ask that you guide us through this
Advent season. Christmas is a time for family and
friends to gather together to celebrate your great
Birth. Help us to do this quietly and peacefuly as
we remember that withour Christ in our life’s there
would be no Christmas.
Amen
Margaret Cassidy

Night Before
Christmas
Campaign
Many thanks in advance for all your
kind donations for the Christmas
Gift Service being held on Sunday
5th December.
They are going to the Charity ‘Night
Before Christmas’ and all will be distributed in
Ayrshire to those in need.

The group were delighted with the support given
by all who attended Coffee & Cards on Saturday
13th November.
It was lovely to see people face to face again and the
wonderful total of £265.80 was raised. Along with
this amount and the card sales since September we
are able to donate £500 to Church funds.
This makes the total raised this year £1,350. Without
your continued support this wouldn’t be possible.
There are still some Christmas cards and gift wallets
for sale at the Church hall and our home delivery
basket is doing the rounds. A big thank you to our
home customers as well.
Unfortunately the Sanctuary will not be open in
time to hold the proposed Christmas Tree Festival,
but never fear we will be calling on you next year to
participate!!
We wish everyone peace and happiness at
Christmas and a safe and healthy 2022.

Rag Bag Collection
Many thanks to all who donated rag
bags. You raised £67.52 for the church
just by clearing out your drawers and
cupboards, at no cost to you.
Remember if clearing out after Christmas
or during your spring clean why not mark
a bag RAGS and add to it over the
year until next October when we
hope Elma will probably organise the
uplift again.
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For your Amusement...
ANAGRAMS

1) lens bell jig
2) cleaning skews
3) helm the be
4) knife scanner
5) jacks fort
6) resist rematch
7) coordinates
8) age roughened ribs

Answers on next page
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Fundraising
There is still time to uplift and compete in
Elizabeth Howie’s popular quizzes to raise money
for the church. There is a suggested £1 donation
for each and you can pick them up at the church
or ring Elizabeth who will get them to you. Why
not take a few extra and sell to your friends?
The titles this year are:‘Scottish Towns and Villages’ and ‘Hymns Old
and New’

Tickets for the beautiful, bountiful Christmas
Hamper containing all the treats you need for
the festive season are on sale once again costing
only £1.

All enquiries and completed quizzes to:
Elizabeth Howie, 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats, KA21
5NE Tel: 01294 467881

For your chance to win please buy your tickets from
either Chrissie Baillie 463903 or speak to Phyllis
Armstrong. Tickets will also be available to purchase
at the Thursday church. So make sure you get your
tickets in plenty time.

There will be a small prize for the first winning
entry drawn on Sunday 12 December.

The winner will be drawn on Saturday 11th
December.

Good Luck

Monetary Donation
As you will have read in the Treasurer’s Report on page 9,
unfortunately we are still unable to hold our Christmas Fair.
It was always a good fundraiser as well as a good day of
fellowship, connecting with many regular faces from the
community.
It has been decided to ask you, if you are willing to give a monetary
donation equal to what you might have spent at the Fair.
If you can, then please place it in an envelope marked Christmas
Fair and indicate whether you are signed up for ‘Gift Aid’ as this
allows us to claim back tax, increasing your donation by 25p in every pound at no expense to yourself.
At this time when we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus we look back to the simple gifts brought to Him in
the stable. So let us remember that in supporting the church with your monetary gifts this is your offering to
the Lord.
We look forward in anticipation to your usual support and generosity.

Just came home to find all my doors and windows open, everything’s
gone!
Who would do that to another person’s Advent Calendar?!

Anagram Answers

Did you hear what happened to the man who stole the advent
calendar?
He got 25 days!

1) Jingle bells
2) King Wenceslas
3) Bethlehem
4) Frankincense
5)Jack Frost
6) Christmas Tree
7) Decorations
8) Gingerbread House

ADVENT CALENDAR PUNS
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

POSITION

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

Minister

Rev Nigel Chikanya

10 Seafield Drive, Ardrossan
KA22 8NU

Tel: 01294 683379
Mob: 07566 278132

NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Vivien Bruce

57 Dockers Gardens,
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113

Deputy Session Clerk

Mima McSwan

23 Springvale Court
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

POSITION

NAME

Pastoral Care

See magazine article for various contact details

Organist, Rollkeeper, Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon

93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer

Jean Rainey

12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor

George Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering Envelopes

Moira Cooper

1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Property Convenor

Margaret Cassidy

3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE

01294 605535

Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon

8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor

Chrissie Baillie

40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild

Secretary: Vacant

Keep Fit Group

Solveig McCulloch

17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team

Jean Hay

18 West Doura Avenue, Saltcoats KA21 5NS

01294 469986

Country Dancing

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Prayer Group

Margaret Cassidy

3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE

01294 605535

Safeguarding Convenors

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE:
Co-ordinators*: Mrs Evelyn Green

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:
Convener: Mr Andrew Bruce

Miss Alison Buick
Mrs Moira Cooper*
Mrs Jennifer Fox*
Mrs Maureen Hunter
Mrs Fiona Liddell
Mrs Solveig McCulloch
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken
Mrs Eunice McInnes
Mrs Barbara McWilliam

Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mrs Pamela Martin
Mrs Mary Stewart

Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Morag Forsyth
(telephone contact elder)
Co-opted:
Jean Hay*
Anne Aitken
Phyllis Armstrong
Christine Ewing

PROPERTY:
Convener: Margaret Cassidy
Mrs Vivien Bruce
Mrs Jennifer Fox
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon

Mrs Pamela Martin
Mrs Maureen Hunter

COMMUNICATION:
Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon

Co-opted:
MrDavid McLeod
Ms Fiona Wright

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:
Mrs Eunice McInnes
Mrs Evelyn Green
Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Maureen Hunter
Mrs Fiona Liddell

Co-opted:
Mrs Phyllis Armstrong
Mrs Jean Hay
Mrs Carol Gilmour

FINANCE:
Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Moira Cooper
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong

Co-opted: Mrs Elizabeth McMahon
We are still looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communication and Finance
Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more information.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Ask your local pharmacist:
You'll be taking good advice

David Robb Plumbing CENTRAL TAXIS

Gallagher Pharmacy
6 Central Ave, Ardrossan
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry
 01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre
 01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston
 01294 464259

24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

All general
plumbing
work
undertaken

7-seat people carrier
and 6-seat minibuses available

Telephone:

46 46 46

Mobile: 07810 566480

A.W. BLAIR & SONS

Seabank Street
Saltcoats

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Tel: 468238

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

(24 hour service)

Service and Rest Rooms
with ample private parking
Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Day and Night Service

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef
and Lamb Stocked

ELECTRICAL
Scottish Building
Standards Approved

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers
2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Arthur Robertson
Proprietor

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

Cecchini’s

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

Supplies & Janitorial
Office Furniture
Workwear
Print & Promotional
IT & Software
Copiers & Printers
Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk

tel. 01563 524255

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range
of handmade
greetings cards
• Individual cards
made to order

Cecchini’s Ayr
72 Fort Street
Ayr KA7 1EH
01292 263607

Italian Restaurant
Since 1985
www.cecchinis.com

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
PARISH

Cecchini’s Ardrossan
Clyde Marina
5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA
01294 471700

Would you like
to advertise with us?

CHURCH

Prices start at just
£40 for a year’s
advertising (9 issues).
Contact:

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall,
from 4pm-8pm

• Commercial
• Domestic
• Industrial

www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

for more information.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE
AND ESTATE AGENCY
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

Established 1994

PAUL
Stevenson
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
29 Chapelwell Street
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

24 Hour Service
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

3 Lade Street
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

Peter Piper
Piping for all occasions
Weddings,
Burns Suppers
and Other
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·

Established 1935

Ayrshire Based Family Garage
•
•
•
•
•

Used Cars
Tyres
Exhausts
MOTs
Repairs

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654
www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

Sports & Rainwear
No. 1 FOR SPORT

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS
Tel: 01294 605977

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

