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Message from the Manse
Dear Kirkgate Family,
The month of September concluded with 
Thanksgiving Sunday on the 26th of September. 
We thank God that our thanksgiving gift will 
be able to support Christian Aid for the many 
programmes they do all over the world, especially 
in less privileged countries.

I must admit that the Covid-19 crisis has forced each 
of us to get back to basics. This month I urge you to 
think about the seeds you could possibly plant as we 
prepare for our next harvest. Besides planting seeds 
of harmony, joy, purity, and consistency as was the 
message on harvest Sunday, how about thinking 
about the power of our words?

So many people live their lives feeling unseen, 
unloved, unappreciated, and unrecognized. We 
may not know who these people are, because they 
learn to hide behind a wall of shame, but they are 
everywhere. Our words have the power to affect 
these people in a good way if we choose so. In these 
days of social distancing, bans on gatherings, and 
travel restrictions, people are experiencing less and 
less contact and connection with one another and 
with their support structures. So, when we make an 
effort to love with our words, we don’t always know 
where it will land or how much of a difference, we 
can make…

We are powerful – because our words are so 
powerful. ‘Our words can crush a heart or heal 
it. They can shame a soul or liberate it. They 
can shatter dreams or energize them. They can 
obstruct connection or invite it. They can create 
defences or melt them.’ (Jeff Brown)

Here are few thoughts on how our words can be 
used powerfully. This is how we can turn our words 
into the most valuable gift we have ever given to 
someone. 

The Gift of Being Seen 
One need that is perpetually unmet on this planet is 
the need to feel seen. To be seen in my humanity, in 
my vulnerability, in my perfections and imperfections. 
When someone one day actually ‘sees’ us and 
‘takes note of us’ or ‘acknowledges’ us, this can 
turn a key inside of our hearts, the key that frees 
us from our isolation and feeling of insignificance. 
Perhaps the most important words you need to 
share with someone today are the words ‘I see you.’ 

This is giving someone 
the gift of sight. When I 
communicate that ‘I see 
you’, I’m communicating 
that you matter. And that 
you need not feel invisible. 
You matter. You are not 
insignificant. You are 
somebody. Give the gift of 
sight and communicate 
the message ‘I see you’ 
to someone today. Think of those relatives who are 
treated as invisible. Think of those church members 
or group members who are treated as insignificant. 
Give them the gift of sight.

The Gift of Presence 
The one gift one can give people without spending 
any money is the gift of presence. It is the gift that 
says, ‘I’m here for you.’ Being there for someone 
can prove to be a more valuable gift than you ever 
imagined. The fact that someone knows that you’ve 
got their back, that they are not alone, can be one 
of the most liberating experiences for some people. 
It is a lonely world. And life can feel very isolating 
for many, even though physically they interact 
with people or go to work. A person can be at their 
loneliest when among people because they suddenly 
look around and realise that no one is actually there 
for them when they need someone. They realize that 
they have no one that they can count on. So, pick up 
your phone or send a message, or a verbal message 
or communicate in any other means, the message 
that ‘I am here for you.’ Give the precious gift of 
presence. In addition to the gift of sight and the gift 
of presence, there is one other fundamental need 
that is not being met in many societies of the world: 
the need for affirmation.

The Gift of Affirmation 
Growing up, I didn’t have much to my name, but 
my grandmother would tell me every day ‘that my 
life had great worth’. I therefore encourage you 
all to give the gift of affirmation. Use words that 
communicate the message: ‘I’m glad you’re here 
on this earth,’ or ‘I’m glad you were born.’ In other 
words, it makes a difference that you are here. 
You are recognized and appreciated. You bring 
something to the table. You bring friendship and 
I appreciate that. You bring companionship and I 
appreciate that. 
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You have gifts and talents and I recognize that. You 
have skills that I recognize. Remember that praise 
gets more results than criticism. The emotional 
support and encouragement that comes from 
affirmation is immense. It can brighten a person’s 
day. It can empower a person to do more. When 
was the last time you affirmed your spouse? Or your 
children, even adult children? Or your leader in any 
capacity? When was the last time you affirmed the 
single mother who keeps going day after day? Or 
that relative whom nobody seems to care about? All 
these people and more are in need of your affirming 
words. Send a message – today – affirming someone.

In conclusion, let us use our words and our actions 
to give the gift of being seen, the gift of presence 
and the gift of affirmation. You never know what this 
positive use of words can do. Sometimes it lights a 
torch for others to follow. Sometimes it gives others a 
reason to believe that there is a better life waiting for 
them. Sometimes it builds their spirit. And sometimes 
it actually saves lives. 

We must just keep giving the words of love wherever 
and whenever we can.
Yours,
Nigel

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 01294 683379  Mobile: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Message from the Manse - Cont’d

Kirk Session
It has been good to see so many people coming to worship in the hall with us, and 
our services have been well-attended. For this reason it is still a requirement that 
you book your seat by contacting Mima on 01294 602410, and also please let Mima 
know if your plans change as there may be a waiting list for seats! We are still 
wearing masks and singing while seated, but it is good to see others face-to-face. 
Unfortunately we are unable to serve tea and coffee after the service on a Sunday 
at present due to lack of space, but we look forward to this being possible soon.

Our Sunday service is still available to those unable to join us in the hall – there are video recordings available 
as well as audio on the phone line, and details of how to access these can be found on the website and 
elsewhere in the Messenger. 

Our Harvest appeal this year will go to Christian Aid because we were unable to support them by having a 
lunch in May. By the time you read this we will have celebrated Harvest on Sunday 26th September. If you did 
not manage to get your donation to us on Sunday 26th, you can still do so on Sunday 3rd October – just put it 
in an envelope marked ‘Harvest’. Thanks to all who have donated.

Please remember that classes will be held soon for any who are interested in exploring becoming members of 
the Church. Several people have been approached, and we have some interest. 

We are delighted to report that the work in the Sanctuary is progressing, and that most of the scaffolding has 
now been taken away. We greatly appreciate your patience in this – there have been several delays, but we 
hope that we will soon be able to see the transformation.

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk



4

Prayer Page
Almighty and eternal God,
We rejoice this day in the greatness of your love,the fullness of your provision. 
We come together surrounded by the fruits of  your creation, the rich variety and 
plenty of another harvest. Once more you have blessed us..........

And we thank you
Receive then our worship – for your giving and sustaining of life, for the 
constancy of the seasons, for the regular pattern of day and night, for the 
wonderful riches of our world.

And we thank you
Receive also our praise for the human labour that is part of harvest - the 
sowing, cultivating and growing, the reaping and packaging, the transport 
and selling. Once more you have blessed us.

And we thank you
Eternal God we thank you that you allow us to work hand in hand with 
you, nurturing and gathering in the fruitfulness of your creation. Help us to 
recognise the responsibility that involves, and so to be faithful stewards of 
all you have given. So may our lives as well as our words offer to you our 
joyful praise and heartfelt worship. Once more you have blessed us.

And we thank you in the name of Jesus Christ
AMEN

ANGELA’S PROBLEM

Three –year-old Angela was brokenhearted. She 
had lost her most treasured possession, her doll 
Susie.  

It might not matter to an adult but to little Angela, 
it was a problem of mammoth proportions. Angela 
told her father, a police detective, exactly what the 
problem was and described 
Susie. 

A crude drawing of Susie 
appeared in the local paper 
and in a few hours Angela 
had Susie back in her arms. 

Angela had a problem. She 
trusted her father.  

When we have a problem 
why not trust our heavenly 
Father?

“Every person’s life is a fairy tale, written by God’s 
fingers.”

“Where words fail, music speaks.”

“Just living is not enough,” said the butterfly, “one 
must have sunshine, freedom, and a little flower.”

“The whole world is a series of miracles, but we’re so 
used to them we call them ordinary things.”

“To roam the roads of lands remote, To travel is to 
live.”

“To be of use to the world is the only way to be 
happy.”

“It doesn’t matter if you’re born in a duck yard, so long 
as you are hatched from a swan’s egg!”

“But shouldn’t all of us on earth give the best we 
have to others and offer whatever is in our power?”

Hans Christian Andersen

QUOTES

contributed by Alison Buick
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I hope you all enjoyed the 
September edition of ‘The 
Messenger’ in whatever form you 
got it. 

The next deadline date for 
contributions is 31st October at the 
very latest please.

Please keep us informed of any special birthdays, 
anniversaries or any other special events that you 
hear about. You might want to share a story about 
a special trip you took since restrictions were lifted. 
You’ll find lots of other information to keep our 
church family informed on the website

Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net or send a written 
copy if you don’t use a computer. 

Elizabeth McMahon, Editor

From the Editor Letter of Appreciation
Ray Jackson would like to thank the 
minister and the pastoral team for their 
cards and lovely messages. They were so 
much appreciated after her recent fall.

Presbytery Report
Presbytery met in person on Tuesday 7th September - the first time since March 2020 - 
in West Kilbride Parish Church. It is hoped that in-person meetings will continue.

Moderator Allan Richardson opened proceedings before being thanked for his extended 
two-years of service due to the pandemic. Rev David Sutherland (Stevenston Ardeer l/w 
Livingstone) was then installed as the new Moderator, and he will be the last Moderator of 
Ardrossan Presbytery as next year the Presbyteries of Annan & Eskdale, Ardrossan, Ayr, 
Dumfries & Kirkcudbright, Irvine & Kilmarnock and Wigtown & Stranraer will unite to form the Presbytery 
of the South West. During his term of office, the Moderator will conduct worship in five churches, including 
Kirkgate.

Three new elders were welcomed into Presbytery. Ann Turner has retired as a Presbytery elder and was 
thanked for all her years of service. Rev May Bell has been appointed as locum at Cumbrae l/w Largs St 
John’s. Rev Tom Macintyre was appointed as Interim Moderator for the North Arran congregations.

The Appraisal Committee have organised meetings for each Kirk Session to attend, at which the 
requirements for the new Presbytery Mission Plan will be discussed. Following these meetings, each Kirk 
Session will be visited by the Appraisal Committee between November 2021 and January 2022.

The Local Church Reviews for 2021/22 have been delayed once more until the new Mission Plan is agreed.

With immediate effect Presbytery will not consider any new applications for reductions in M&M contributions 
until there is more clarity with the Mission Plan.

Hilary Beresford summarised the work and remits of the Mission Committee before handing over the 
convenorship to Nigel Chikanya.

Margaret Cassidy
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Kirkgate Family – Keeping Connected
The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to 

reach out and touch folk wherever they are...

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
The Pastoral Team are working very hard 
behind the scenes. Please keep the team up-to-
date with information about people who need 
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for 
everyone. Please don’t assume they already 
know - they would rather hear several times 
over than not at all. 

The main contacts for Pastoral Care are: 
Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

DIGITAL AND PRINTED COPIES OF 
THE KIRKGATE MESSENGER
If you would like to receive the Kirkgate 
Messenger by email then please send an email 
to messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk and 
we’ll add you in to the mailing list for the next 
edition. 

If you know of any members who would like 
to receive a printed copy of the Kirkgate 
Messenger, we are asking for a small donation 
towards the postage (£1 per issue / billed 
annually in February). Contact the editor to be 
added to the mailing list. Thank you.

Hello to all.

The work of the Pastoral Care Team and our band 
of Volunteer Callers is ongoing and calls are much 
appreciated and enjoyed by callers and recipients. 

Our plan is to meet as a Team as soon as the Church of 
Scotland Covid rules allow in order to review and plan 
for the future under Nigel’s guidance and ministry. 

Hopefully work in the Sanctuary will soon be completed 
and we can look forward to larger numbers returning  
safely to worship in the Church. 

Blessings,

Evelyn Green, Pastoral Team Co-ordinator,  
Pastoral Care Team & Volunteer Callers

Harvest Thanksgiving 
To date we have raised £256 for Christian Aid through our Harvest 
Thanksgiving collection on Sunday 26th September. We are keeping 
the collection open until next Sunday 3rd October in case anyone still 
wishes to donate.
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Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY / MIDWEEK SERVICES
Our Sunday Service is held at 10.45am. With 1m social distancing 
in our hall we can now accommodate 33 people at our services. The 
service will still be available online live via YouTube with a recording 
available afterwards on the website, Twilio phone service (01294 
444201) and podcasting channels.

It is still necessary to reserve your seat in advance by contacting 
Mima McSwan on 01294 602410, and it is equally important to let 
Mima know if your plans change and you will not be coming as 
there may be a waiting list for other folk wishing to attend.

The midweek Thursday service continues at 10.30am with  
seat reservations still required by phoning Mima.

ZOOM CHAT SESSION 
Our chat session via Zoom is now being held on the 1st Tuesday 
morning of every month from 10.30am - 11.30am. It’s an informal 
meeting that anyone can join if you just want to blether with 
someone, whilst having your morning cuppa! You can join for a few 
minutes or stay for the hour - the choice is yours. The next session 
will be on Tuesday 5th October.

To join our  Zoom meetings you can click/type this link (also 
available on the website):  
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRb 
GtSRVQzdz09

or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and entering in the following Meeting ID and passcode:
Meeting ID: 645 176 4317 
Passcode: 2021

You can also dial in to Zoom by phone if you don’t have access to a 
computer/webcam. The number for that is 0131 460 1196 and enter the 
meeting details above. (Calls charged at your usual rate for UK landline 
numbers - often free for 60 minutes depending on your telephone 
service provider)

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE
Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access to the internet 
that our Twilio phone service (01294 444201) is available to them, as 
its usage has dropped significantly over the past few months. There 
are usually two options currently available on it: Press 1 to listen to the 
weekly Sunday Service, or  Press 2 to listen to an audiobook version of 
this magazine.

CHURCH WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk          
www.facebook.com/Kirkgatechurch

Our Youtube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_
LvpQ

Please subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (free) to get alerts on any 
new content.
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Prayer Group
The Prayer Group has now 
restarted on the first Sunday 
of the month, at the close of 
morning service. The next 
meeting is 3rd October.

Please stay for a few minutes to pray with us and 
for each other along with any other concerns for the 
community and the wider world that you may have.  

Should you not be able to attend and would like us to 
pray for someone, something or even yourself then 
pleasedrop me an email at m-cassidy2@sky.com or 
phone me on 01294 605535 and I will be more than 
happy to pray for you.

Margaret Cassidy

How quickly time is passing. The summer break 
has gone and we are all back making cards at 
home and getting into the Christmas spirit early. 

From now until December we’ll be leaving a trail of 
glitter behind us!! 

We’ve got 100 Christmas cards ready for sale now 
with plenty more in the pipeline. Prices range from 
30p to 50p depending on the size. Large individual 
cards will be priced separately. Money gift wallets 
priced 75p will be available soon. We can take orders 
now for any special individual Christmas cards of 
your choice. 

Please contact any member of the team if you would 
like to see our Christmas selection in your own home 
and we will be happy to make doorstep deliveries 
and collections. 

Keep safe.  
Anne, Carol, Christine, Jean, Jennifer, Phyllis  
and Solveig

Craft Team

Kirkgate Crafters  
If you have been knitting 
poppies either for the 
church poppy fall or for Jill 
at Barlinnie prison could you 
please hand them in at the 
church on a Sunday morning 
or if you know of someone 
who is coming to church 
perhaps ask them to bring 
them for you or give me a 
ring on 462504 and I will pick them up.  

It won’t be long now until we have the fall renovated 
and ready for display in November. Many thanks for 
your support.
Fiona Liddell

Light Night 
The churches offering an alternative to Halloween
God is With Us 
Interview with the Rev Lorenzo Lebrija, leader of TryTank
Chocolate, Sustainability and Homes for Children 
Continuing from last month Jackie Macadam looks at 
the three remaining partner projects of the Church of 
Scotland Guild
Guild Gathering 
Lynne McNeil reports from the first in-person gathering 
since 2019
‘With Love and Dignity to Anyone in Need’ 
How the Church of Scotland in Bermuda has distributed 

nearly 100,000 meals to those 
hardest hit by the Covid-19 
pandemic.
An ‘Amazing and Supportive 
Community’ 
In this month’s youth column, Scott 
Derrick explains why he came back 
to Church
The Hungry Christ 
The Very Rev Dr Derek Browning considers Luke 24:41 
and explains why hospitality addresses real needs of 
hunger and thirst

Life & Work: In the October edition...  
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SUPPORT KIRKGATE

Treasurer’s Report 

The Foodbank is still in need of vital 
donations.

For more information on the Food 
Bank website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

THEY ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken, tinned potatoes, tinned 
vegetables, tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti, 

tinned fruit, tinned custard, tinned rice pudding, 
biscuits, cereal, long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Don’t forget you can raise extra funds for the church 
at Amazon Smile and Easyfundraising.org.uk at no 
extra cost to yourself. To date £21.90 has been raised 
with Amazon Smile and £61.66 via Easyfundraising.
org.uk. Just search for “Kirkgate Church” on either site.

The balances of Accounts as at 26th August  2021 were as follows: 
General Account £22,301 
Fabric Account   £9,576 
Knoxland Bequest £5,328.84
Session Discretionary Fund £559.01   Session Benevolent Fund £225 
Ministers Benevolent Fund £3,212   Mrs Reid Bequest Fund £256   
Organ Fund £2,335  Mrs Irvine’s Bequest £1,000  Mrs Lockie’s Bequest £500 

The amount collected by standing order, cheques and collection for the month of August was as follows:    
S/O and cheques: £2,568.      Plate:  £1,667.

The Craft team have donated £200 to the church. A big thank you to them for their continued hard work in 
supplying us with cards.

We have received our gift aid payment from HMRC of £10,457. Many thanks to George Armstrong again for all 
the work in claiming it.

To date we have raised £256 for Christian Aid through our Harvest Thanksgiving collection. We are keeping 
the collection open until next Sunday in case anyone still wishes to donate.

Again, can I just say a huge thank you to all the members of our congregation who have kept up with their 
collections and made donations despite all the restrictions that we are facing just now. It is very much 
appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid as unfortunately they still have to be settled. Thank you to 
everyone who has sent me cheques or their envelopes which have I have credited to the bank.

If anyone wishes to take out a standing order please contact me either by phone on 01294 464933 or by  
email : treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk   Take care everyone and stay safe. Jean Rainey

Not signed up?
Find us on www.easyfundraising.org.uk

INSERT CAUSE NAME 

You can help us us hit our fundraising target for FREE!
Here’s how

Find us on
easyfundraising & join  

You shop
(Start at easyfundraising) 

4,400 sites will
donate to us for FREE

Our 2021 fundraising target is...

Over £34 million raised 1.9 million users

2021

Kirkgate Parish Church

£ 150
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal - 2021 
Appeal from our Kirkgate Shoebox Ladies

Our grateful thanks for your generous support received already. Packing the boxes is now 
in full swing by our band of volunteers. The boxes need to be ready for uplifting by last 
week of October to get to Moldova in time for Christmas. 

Please find printed below a copy of the label which has to be completed for every box. Please use this as a 
guide when buying. You will note that the top section details items which are now deemed as ‘Essential’ for 
each box while the lower section gives a wider variety of useful items which can make up a suitable gift for 
different genders and age groups.

Please also note of the restrictions detailed on the checklist.

We would be pleased to receive your donations for packing from now onwards. Financial donations are also 
welcome as it helps us buy basic items if there is a shortage. Should you want to pack a box yourself you can 
collect one from the church.

Boxes need to be completed by the end of October 
as they are collected the first week in November.

Checklist 
Please tick items included and firmly secure this list  

on your shoebox lid. 
ESSENTIAL ITEMS (ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW): 

Include the following items highlighted in the top box.

Toiletries (NO TALCUM POWDER)  
 

 Shampoo 

 Soap/Shower gel 

 Face cloth/ Moist wipes 

 Deodorant                

 Moisturising Cream                                                          

 Comb/Brush                                             

 Sanitary Products                                        

 Shaving foam/Razors                                
                                         

Miscellaneous 
 

 New Make-up           

 Sewing Equipment  

 Household Candles 

 Screwdrivers/Pliers                 

 Kitchen Utensils      

Stationery 
 

 Pens/Pencils/Sharpener           

 Notepads/Colouring books 

 Rulers/Rubbers                        

Clothes and other Items  

(T-shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/ 
Shirts) etc 
 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 ..........................................

Toothbrush and  
Toothpaste 

Hat, scarf, gloves  
 

Soap  
 

Underwear/ 
Socks/Tights
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6 steps to bring happiness

Please tick the box next to who the box is for 
Please specify the age of the girl or boy  

you have filled this box for:

Small Toy for boys and girls such 
as cars, dolls, balls. Please only    
include new shop-bought toys.  
Sweets (No chocolate or any other 
food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than 31 March next year.  No loose 
sweets, lollies or undated  
bags of sweets. 

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items such as toy guns 
or knives or military figures; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or 
any food other than sweets.  Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not 
allowed; books that are mainly words should also not be included.

For Christmas delivery your 
shoebox should be at your 
church, school or other  
collection point during the 
last week of October/  
beginning of November
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 Girl yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Woman 

 Elderly woman

 Find: Find an average-size  
shoebox. Decide who to fill it for; a child,  
a teenager, a man or a woman. 

 

 Wrap: your box and lid  
separately so that the lid can be  
removed without tearing the paper.  

 

 Pack: Gather the items, remove all  
plastic and cardboard packaging and pack  
into the box. Please choose items that will  
last rather than those with a short life and  
can’t be recycled. 

 

 Check: On the checklist,  
tick the items you have put in  
your shoebox and note any 
that are not on the list.  

 

 Donate: Secure the  
ticked checklist to the outside  
of the shoebox lid using sticky tape.  
Detach the donation envelope as  
instructed and place with your  
donation inside your box. 
 
 

 Deliver: Secure the lid with rubber bands.  
(Custom regulations require Blythswood Care  
to check the contents of your box.)  
Deliver your box to your  
local collection point.

1

2

3

4

5

6

 Boy yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Man 
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Checklist 
Please tick items included and firmly secure this list  

on your shoebox lid. 
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Toiletries (NO TALCUM POWDER)  
 

 Shampoo 

 Soap/Shower gel 

 Face cloth/ Moist wipes 

 Deodorant                

 Moisturising Cream                                              

 Comb/Brush                                             
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 New Make-up           

 Sewing Equipment  
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Toothbrush and  
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6 steps to bring happiness

Please tick the box next to who the box is for 
Please specify the age of the girl or boy  

you have filled this box for:

Small Toy for boys and girls such 
as cars, dolls, balls. Please only    
include new shop-bought toys.  
Sweets (No chocolate or any other 
food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than 31 March next year.  No loose 
sweets, lollies or undated  
bags of sweets. 

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items such as toy guns 
or knives or military figures; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or 
any food other than sweets.  Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not 
allowed; books that are mainly words should also not be included.

For Christmas delivery your 
shoebox should be at your 
church, school or other  
collection point during the 
last week of October/  
beginning of November
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 Girl yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Woman 

 Elderly woman

 Find: Find an average-size  
shoebox. Decide who to fill it for; a child,  
a teenager, a man or a woman. 

 

 Wrap: your box and lid  
separately so that the lid can be  
removed without tearing the paper.  

 

 Pack: Gather the items, remove all  
plastic and cardboard packaging and pack  
into the box. Please choose items that will  
last rather than those with a short life and  
can’t be recycled. 

 

 Check: On the checklist,  
tick the items you have put in  
your shoebox and note any 
that are not on the list.  

 

 Donate: Secure the  
ticked checklist to the outside  
of the shoebox lid using sticky tape.  
Detach the donation envelope as  
instructed and place with your  
donation inside your box. 
 
 

 Deliver: Secure the lid with rubber bands.  
(Custom regulations require Blythswood Care  
to check the contents of your box.)  
Deliver your box to your  
local collection point.
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Further information can be found at www.blythswood.org › shoeboxappeal

Checklist 
Please tick items included and firmly secure this list  

on your shoebox lid. 
ESSENTIAL ITEMS (ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW): 

Include the following items highlighted in the top box.

Toiletries (NO TALCUM POWDER)  
 

 Shampoo 

 Soap/Shower gel 

 Face cloth/ Moist wipes 

 Deodorant                

 Moisturising Cream                                                          

 Comb/Brush                                             

 Sanitary Products                                        

 Shaving foam/Razors                                
                                         

Miscellaneous 
 

 New Make-up           

 Sewing Equipment  

 Household Candles 

 Screwdrivers/Pliers                 

 Kitchen Utensils      

Stationery 
 

 Pens/Pencils/Sharpener           

 Notepads/Colouring books 

 Rulers/Rubbers                        

Clothes and other Items  

(T-shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/ 
Shirts) etc 
 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 ..........................................

Toothbrush and  
Toothpaste 

Hat, scarf, gloves  
 

Soap  
 

Underwear/ 
Socks/Tights
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6 steps to bring happiness

Please tick the box next to who the box is for 
Please specify the age of the girl or boy  

you have filled this box for:

Small Toy for boys and girls such 
as cars, dolls, balls. Please only    
include new shop-bought toys.  
Sweets (No chocolate or any other 
food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than 31 March next year.  No loose 
sweets, lollies or undated  
bags of sweets. 

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items such as toy guns 
or knives or military figures; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or 
any food other than sweets.  Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not 
allowed; books that are mainly words should also not be included.

For Christmas delivery your 
shoebox should be at your 
church, school or other  
collection point during the 
last week of October/  
beginning of November
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 Teenage yrs  

 Woman 

 Elderly woman

 Find: Find an average-size  
shoebox. Decide who to fill it for; a child,  
a teenager, a man or a woman. 

 

 Wrap: your box and lid  
separately so that the lid can be  
removed without tearing the paper.  

 

 Pack: Gather the items, remove all  
plastic and cardboard packaging and pack  
into the box. Please choose items that will  
last rather than those with a short life and  
can’t be recycled. 

 

 Check: On the checklist,  
tick the items you have put in  
your shoebox and note any 
that are not on the list.  

 

 Donate: Secure the  
ticked checklist to the outside  
of the shoebox lid using sticky tape.  
Detach the donation envelope as  
instructed and place with your  
donation inside your box. 
 
 

 Deliver: Secure the lid with rubber bands.  
(Custom regulations require Blythswood Care  
to check the contents of your box.)  
Deliver your box to your  
local collection point.

1

2

3

4

5

6

 Boy yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Man 

ShoeBox_leaflet_198mm_2021.qxp_English  24/06/2021  14:33  Page 2
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Please tick items included and firmly secure this list  

on your shoebox lid. 
ESSENTIAL ITEMS (ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW): 

Include the following items highlighted in the top box.

Toiletries (NO TALCUM POWDER)  
 

 Shampoo 

 Soap/Shower gel 

 Face cloth/ Moist wipes 

 Deodorant                

 Moisturising Cream                                              
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 Rulers/Rubbers                       

Clothes and other Items  

(T-shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/ 
Shirts) etc 
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Toothbrush and  
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Soap  
 

Underwear/ 
Socks/Tights

6 steps to bring happiness

Please tick the box next to who the box is for 
Please specify the age of the girl or boy  

you have filled this box for:

Small Toy for boys and girls such 
as cars, dolls, balls. Please only    
include new shop-bought toys.  
Sweets (No chocolate or any other 
food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than 31 March next year.  No loose 
sweets, lollies or undated  
bags of sweets. 

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items such as toy guns 
or knives or military figures; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or 
any food other than sweets.  Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not 
allowed; books that are mainly words should also not be included.

For Christmas delivery your 
shoebox should be at your 
church, school or other  
collection point during the 
last week of October/  
beginning of November
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 Find: Find an average-size  
shoebox. Decide who to fill it for; a child,  
a teenager, a man or a woman. 

 

 Wrap: your box and lid  
separately so that the lid can be  
removed without tearing the paper.  

 

 Pack: Gather the items, remove all  
plastic and cardboard packaging and pack  
into the box. Please choose items that will  
last rather than those with a short life and  
can’t be recycled. 

 

 Check: On the checklist,  
tick the items you have put in  
your shoebox and note any 
that are not on the list.  

 

 Donate: Secure the  
ticked checklist to the outside  
of the shoebox lid using sticky tape.  
Detach the donation envelope as  
instructed and place with your  
donation inside your box. 
 
 

 Deliver: Secure the lid with rubber bands.  
(Custom regulations require Blythswood Care  
to check the contents of your box.)  
Deliver your box to your  
local collection point.
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Care & Share

Rag Bag Collection
Elma Hunter has once again arranged for the rag 
bag collection to take place to raise money for the 
church at no cost to yourself.  

The collection date is Tuesday 26th October but 
any filled bags should only be brought to the church 
the week before please as we have limited storage 
space at present. You will find bags in the hallway for 
you to take away and fill with all the stuff you have 
cleared out of your cupboards/wardrobes during the 
lockdown - so we look forward to many bags!!

 

A few restrictions apply 
No Cushions,  
No Duvets, No Pillows 
and No Soft Toys or 
Videos 

What’s good are any type of clothes, sheets/
blankets, towels or any material goods.   
Please also remember to place any shoes in a 
separate bag.

Argyle Community Shop

Good News! We have a start date for the Friday Lunch Club.   
Our first lunch date is the 1st October so perhaps by the time you are 
reading this we will already have met. 

Invitations, posters and information leaflets have been distributed and we are hopeful that word will have 
reached all our friends. With the shopping done and the cupboard stocked we are good to go! Hopefully, and 
with God’s Grace, our venture will quickly re-establish itself and become a valued asset in the community 
once again. 

I, personally, am very excited to be opening up again and spending time with friends new and old. I hope 
that Nigel may come and bless our meeting and meet with everyone involved. We might even give him some 
lunch!

Thanks to everyone once again for all the support and prayers over the past difficult months.  A very warm 
welcome awaits any new volunteers who would like to join us.

With love,  
Pam Martin x

The Shop has an opening date of Wednesday 6th October.  
The shelves are all stocked awaiting the first customers. 
Thanks go to Graeme and Brian of Community Link Up; all 
the Volunteers and the Partners involved in setting up this 
worthwhile community venture.

Further information will be available in the local press and NAC 
website. Posters and leaflets are also being distributed with details of membership and appointment times.

Thanks again for your support and prayers for this new community asset.

Pam Martin
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Property Report

OUTSIDE THE CHURCH GATES
The very noticeable leakage that was outside the front gates for so 
long appeared to have eased. Unfortunately, it has returned although 
not so heavily, but I will again contact North Ayrshire Council to review this situation.

ELECTRICAL METER
This was fitted on the designated day and appears to be working smoothly.

GENTS TOILET
We appear to have a problem with a lack of water into the urinals. David Robb, our plumber has been 
requested to visit.

PHASE 2
Work has moved ahead but it would have been good to say that while the end is in sight – I just don’t know 
when that end date will be.

Upper and lower gallery lighting now complete.
• The wooden cover (bulkhead) is now 90% built. 
• The joiners are patiently waiting on the electricians finishing their connecting work into the main switch 

point before the bulkhead can be completed. 
• The upper windows on the cottage side of the sanctuary have now had the mesh fitted to the stonework 

and it only remains for the plaster to be applied. 
• The two windows behind the organ still require repair work. 
• Additional scaffolding to be erected to allow the trades to complete that work. 
• All scaffolding has at long last been removed from the sanctuary allowing us to view the newly repaired 

and painted ceiling – it looks so good now without the large hole in the plasterwork. 
• Testing of the new heating system. 
• Installation of cables/equipment for AV facilities etc.
• Redecoration of the walls, balcony balustrade and supporting pillars. 
• Laying of new tile flooring on top of existing floor.
• Replacement/testing of organ pipes.
• We have sustained some damage to the ‘short pillar’ on the right hand side of the chancel. Contractors 

have been informed. 
• Clean the sanctuary and set it up for use. 

It will be three years come January since we last worshipped in the church. Most of us will have retained an 
image of what the sanctuary looked like prior to the commencement of the refurbishment. It will be different – 
no pews – individual chairs now, a bulkhead round the lower part of the downstair walls which will provide a 
smooth finished look, hiding much of the piping/electrical work. 

It will be lighter and brighter with white walls with an 
alternative colour round the balustrade (green shade 
that graces the top of the pillars), no change to the 
colour of the chancel or entrance doors – remains  
with a varnish finish. 

All we can do is pray that the remaining work is 
completed in as short a time as possible.

Mima McSwan
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For your Amusement...

ACACIA ALMOND CEDAR FIG
FIR  MYRTLE OAK  OLIVE
PALM PINE  POMEGRANATE
POPLAR VINE  WILLOW
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya 10 Seafield Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 8NU

Tel: 01294 683379    
Mob: 07566 278132 NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce 57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB 01294 605113

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan 23 Springvale Court 

Saltcoats KA21 5LY 01294 602410

POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Pastoral Care See magazine article for various contact details 
Organist, Rollkeeper, Data Protection, Website Stuart McMahon 93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan KA22 7PH 01294 603848
Treasurer Jean Rainey 12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AE 01294 464933
Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong 46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan KA22 7PD 01294 466867
Freewill Offering Envelopes Moira Cooper 1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan KA22 8BQ 01294 468851
Acting Property Convenor Mima McSwan 23 Springvale Court, Saltcoats KA21 5LY 01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing 210 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan KA22 8JS 01294 601700
Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life & Work Elizabeth McMahon 8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NJ 01294 464428
Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie 40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats KA21 5LD 01294 463903
The Guild Secretary: Vacant
Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch 17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AH 01294 465233
Craft Team Jean Hay 18 West Doura Avenue, Saltcoats KA21 5NS 01294 469986
Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881
Prayer Group Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinator: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick 
Mrs Moira Cooper  
Mrs Jennifer Fox  
Mrs Maureen Hunter 
Mrs Fiona Liddell 
Mrs Solveig McCulloch  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken  
Mrs Eunice McInnes 

Mrs Barbara McWilliam  
Mrs Jean Rainey 
Mrs Morag Forsyth 
(telephone contact elder)  
Co-opted:  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon 
Mrs Isobel Passway 
(pastoral visitor)

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL: 
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Evelyn Green
Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Maureen Hunter
Mrs Fiona Liddell 

Co-opted:  
Mrs Phyllis Armstrong 
Mrs Jean Hay 
Mrs Carol Gilmour

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

We are looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communication, Church & Community, 
and Finance Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more 
information.

PROPERTY:  
Acting Convener: Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce  
Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon 

Mrs Pamela Martin 
Mrs Maureen Hunter

COMMUNICATION:  
Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted: Mrs Elizabeth McMahon

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce 
Mrs Edith Murchie 

Mr Ian Martin 
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FINANCE:  
Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Moira Cooper
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong
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Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services




