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Message from the Manse
Dear Kirkgate Family,

Two weeks back from leave and yet it feels like I 
never stopped working. I guess most of us feel the 
same when it comes to taking a break from work 
– you never get enough. My time off was indeed 
a refreshing break for both me and the family. 
When I announced to Deuel that we were going to 
spend a few days with our friends in London, he 
immediately welcomed the idea with his wish list. 

On this list were seeing the London Bridge and going 
to the famous Science Museum, and he pleaded that 
I book him ten minutes with the Queen. I said yes to 
everything. The trip was packed with more business 
than pleasure, but thanks to our friend Ruth and her 
daughter Ninathi, who made it into a memorable 
holiday. This was our first long trip with the two boys, 
and we had a lot to worry about, and a lot of ‘what 
ifs’. I must say thanks to Savior, as she had the whole 
trip planned, and before we knew it, we landed at 
Gatwick airport and soon found our way to central 
London, our home for a few days. My first glimpse 
of hope for our world was when we almost left one 
of the bags behind as we hopped into the train. A 
woman rushed to us and screamed ‘you left the bag’, 
and with a big smile I rushed to pick it up and we 
were soon on our way. I kept saying to my family, 
this is God at work through his people, as I could not 
imagine us without this bag which had everything 
we needed for the trip. Thanks be to God for this 
Good Samaritan. 

As Deuel’s wish list was being fulfilled, I can’t forget 
the day when we saw London Bridge, I watched with 
interest as Deuel’s face fell with disappointment, as if 
saying, so what is the big deal with London Bridge!
Our next stop turned his sadness into joy as he 
watched the changing of the guard at Buckingham 
Palace. We were all bombarded with questions, most 
of which we could not answer. That was us, and soon 
Deuel was ‘King Shakalu’ and Ninathi, our friend’s 
daughter, was ‘The Queen Shakalo’, names made  
up by our creative children. What a time we had!  
I could not wait to share some of these experiences 
with you. 

God has been faithful in some of the smallest things, 
and for that we are grateful. I know it is still unclear 
as to when we can all meet in the church, but our 
God reigns; it will be dawn soon. 

During our time in London, 
I found myself reflecting on 
this question, “what keeps 
me going in such a season 
like we find ourselves in 
right now?” The passage of 
Scripture that has spoken 
to me is, Romans 15:13 
which says, “May the God 
of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope.”

As you may be aware, when you start to feel 
depressed, reasoning does not seem to get you far 
and it is often easier to try to hold on to a few verses 
of the Bible truths. Perhaps the best sermon we can 
all preach to ourselves this month is the following 
three words, ‘Hope in God!’ The unfortunate part is 
that hope does not just come; we need to preach it 
to each other. This week I have found these words 
resonating with me: ‘Why are you cast down, O my 
soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope 
in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation’ 
(Psalm 42:5). I am encouraged by how the Psalmist 
especially wrestled, fought and maintained hope 
in God. The two evils specified in this psalm are 
discouragement, and uneasiness of the soul. When 
we are discouraged, we are not free of a feeling of 
uneasiness, which leads us to murmur and complain. 

The remedy to both is here added, hope in God, 
which alone inspires our minds, in the first place, 
with confidence in the midst of the greatest troubles. 
In what follows, David very well expresses the power 
and nature of hope by these words, ‘I shall yet praise 
him; for it has the effect of elevating our thoughts 
to the contemplation of the grace of God, when it is 
hidden from our view.’ 

I therefore encourage you all that, though it may be 
uncomfortable at times, this is a time to ‘be strong 
and courageous’ and to trust in a God who will 
never leave or forsake his people. We have a lot to 
be thankful for – the gift of life and of each other. So, 
during this time, let us seek after the Lord together; 
let us care for one another. 

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 01294 683379  Mobile: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Crossreach
I am still working in Cumnor Hall in Ayr 4  days a week but hopefully a new 
manager is taking up the post soon and I will be able to cut back to 2  days 
again.

South Beach House and Cumnor Hall are opening up slowly to the outside 
world again, this has been a slow progress as we have to ensure the safety of  
the residents at all times. Both gardens have been enhanced over the summer 
and the residents have been out enjoying short walks.

We are once again open to some activity so the activity co-ordinators are 
looking to fill the event programme and of course hopefully we will be able to 
enjoy Christmas this year as we start to look to this like any other year, it will be here before we know it.
Both homes have staff vacancies so if you know someone wanting to work in the care sector send them along 
or get in touch with Crossreach.

Margaret Cassidy

Nigel’s Holiday Snapshots
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Prayer Page
Lord Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and Life, we pray today for those who  
seek truth. The truth about themselves, about others, about this world we live in,  
about you.      
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.

We pray for those who study and research into the workings of our universe, the deep 
mysteries of life, the complexities of this world and the mechanics of science. 
Give them insight and humility, patience and understanding.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.

We pray for those who cannot face the truth, who find it too challenging, too depressing, too frustrating or too 
frightening to contemplate.  
Give them courage and help,hope and perseverance.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.

We pray for those who deny the truth, twisting and distorting it, leading others astray, blind to right  
and wrong.  
Give them honesty to recognise their mistakes and grace to amend them.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.

We pray for those who work to help people come to terms with truth, counsellors, psychiatrists,
ministers, writers, doctors and nurses, philosophers.  
Give them compassion and sensitivity, understanding and inspiration.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers

For in your name we ask it.
AMEN

FRIENDSHIP
True happiness consists not in the multitude of 
friends but in the worth and choice.

I keep my friends as misers do their treasure, 
because, of all things granted us by wisdom, none 
is greater or better than friendship.

You will never have a friend if you must have one 
without a fault.

Alison Buick
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Kirk Session

Welcome to the September edition of ‘The 
Messenger’ we’ve enjoyed our little break from 
printing but all geared up again for receiving 
your interesting articles. The next deadline date 
for contributions is 26th September at the very 
latest please.

Please keep us informed of any special birthdays, anniversaries 
or any other special events that you hear about. You might 
want to share a story about a special trip you took since 
restrictions were lifted. You’ll find lots of other information to 
keep our church family informed on the website
 
Please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net or send a written copy if 
you don’t use a computer. 

Elizabeth McMahon, Editor

From the Editor

We are pleased to report that due to the reduction of the two metre social 
distancing to one metre we are able to revert to having one service on a Sunday 
morning. This is held at 10.45, which was our normal time for morning worship 
before the pandemic. 

These services have been well-attended, and for this reason it is still a requirement 
that you book your seat by contacting Mima on 01294 602410. We are allowed to sing, 
and we have decided to do this while seated to minimise movement. Masks must still 
be worn, and we do ask that people remain in their seat and do not walk around the 
hall to chat, although we appreciate that this is tempting!

We are still making our Sunday service available to those unable to join us in the hall – you can join in live on 
our YouTube Channel, watch the video recordings as well as audio on the phone line, and details of how to 
access these can be found on the website and elsewhere in the Messenger. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated at our service on Sunday 12th September, and 
also at the Thursday morning service on Thursday 16th September. If you are watching or listening from 
home you might like to have some bread and wine or juice handy for this.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many people who have helped in lots of different ways to 
keep things running smoothly for our congregation throughout the pandemic. I am not going to name names, 
because I would almost certainly miss someone out, but we all appreciate what you are doing, however small 
it seems to you.

Our Harvest appeal this year will go to Christian Aid because we were unable to support them by having a 
lunch in May. We will celebrate Harvest on Sunday 26th September.

Classes will be held soon for any who are interested in exploring becoming members of the Church. If you 
know of anyone who might be interested please encourage them to come along. A personal invitation is more 
likely to bear fruit than an intimation!

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

Don't judge each day by the harvest 
you reap but by the seeds that you 
plant.  
Robert Louis Stevenson

The best and most beautiful things 
in the world cannot be seen or even 
touched - they must be felt with the 
heart.  
Helen Keller

Sir, my concern is not whether God 
is on our side; my greatest concern 
is to be on God’s side, for God is 
always right.  
Abraham Lincoln

Quotes
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Kirkgate Family – Keeping Connected
The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to 

reach out and touch folk wherever they are...

PASTORAL CARE CONTACTS
The Pastoral Team are working very hard 
behind the scenes. Please keep the team up-to-
date with information about people who need 
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for 
everyone. Please don’t assume they already 
know - they would rather hear several times 
over than not at all. 

The main contacts for Pastoral Care are: 
Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

DIGITAL AND PRINTED COPIES OF 
THE KIRKGATE MESSENGER
If you would like to receive the Kirkgate 
Messenger by email then please send an email 
to messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk and 
we’ll add you in to the mailing list for the next 
edition. 

If you know of any members who would like 
to receive a printed copy of the Kirkgate 
Messenger, we are asking for a small donation 
towards the postage (£1 per issue / billed 
annually in February). Contact the editor to be 
added to the mailing list. Thank you.

Hello to all! Good to be back in the Messenger after 
the summer break.

We have been so blessed with glorious sunny days 
this year and even now in late August, the weather is 
warm and sunny which has allowed us to fully enjoy 
and appreciate the beautiful part of the coast we are 
fortunate to live in. 

The Pastoral Team, Volunteer Callers and Nigel have 
continued to keep Kirkgate connected with calls, chats 
and Craft Team cards.

We welcomed two baby girls into Kirkgate this 
summer and wish the families much happiness and 
joy as they watch their new additions grow. 

We continue to pray for all those ill in hospital, unwell 
at home, those living alone, folk in care and residential 
homes and those bereaved and mourning the loss of a 
loved one.

As always, a sincere thank you to Nigel our minister, 
all in the Pastoral Care Team, our Volunteer Callers 
and our hardworking creative Craft Team.

Blessings,

Evelyn Green, Pastoral Team Co-ordinator
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Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY / MIDWEEK SERVICES
Our Sunday Service is now held at 10.45am. With 1m social 
distancing in our hall we can now accommodate 33 people (as 
opposed to 18) at our services. The service will still be available 
online live via YouTube with a recording available afterwards on 
the website, Twilio phone service (01294 444201) and podcasting 
channels.

It is still necessary to reserve your seat in advance by contacting 
Mima McSwan on 01294 602410, and it is equally important to let 
Mima know if your plans change and you will not be coming as 
there may be a waiting list for other folk wishing to attend.

The midweek Thursday service continues at 10.30am with  
seat reservations still required by phoning Mima.

WEEKLY ONLINE CHAT SESSION  
Our weekly chat session via Zoom continues every Tuesday 
morning from 10.30am - 11.30am. It’s an informal meeting that 
anyone can join if you just want to blether with someone, whilst 
having your morning cuppa! You can join for a few minutes or stay 
for the hour - the choice is yours.

To join our  Zoom meetings you can click/type this link (also 
available on the website):  
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09

or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and entering in the following Meeting ID and passcode:
Meeting ID: 645 176 4317 
Passcode: 2021

You can also dial in to Zoom by phone if you don’t have access to a computer/webcam. The number for 
that is 0131 460 1196 and enter the meeting details above. (Calls charged at your usual rate for UK landline 
numbers - often free for 60 minutes depending on your telephone service provider).

PRAYER GROUP 
The monthly Prayer Group which was held on Zoom will now begin meeting in the hall after morning 
worship on the first Sunday of every month, starting on Sunday 5th September.  Anyone wishing to take part 
in this short time of prayer will be made most welcome.

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE
Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access to the internet that 
our Twilio phone service (01294 444201) is available to them, as its usage has 
dropped significantly over the past few months. 

There are two options currently available on it: Press 1 to listen to the weekly 
Sunday Service, or  Press 2 to listen to an audiobook version of this magazine.

CHURCH WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk               
www.facebook.com/Kirkgatechurch

Our Youtube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

Please subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (free) to get alerts on any  
new content.
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Prayer Group
The Prayer Group will once again 
be able to meet after the Sunday 
services. This will commence  
on the 5th the first Sunday in September and 
monthly thereafter.

If you can attend that would be wonderful, the more 
the merrier but if you can't and want a prayer for 
someone, something or even yourself drop me an 
email at m-cassidy2@sky.com or phone me on 
01294 605535 and I will be more than happy to pray 
for you.

Margaret Cassidy

Church and Community
The only event the Church and Community 
Committee organised, along with the Fundraising 
Convenor, over this past 18 months was the 
afternoon tea delivery which everyone enjoyed as 
you would see from the photographs in the last 
‘Messenger’. 

With winter just around the corner and restrictions 
being slowly lifted, now is the time to get together 
and make up a time table of events that can 
involve everyone in the Church and many in our 
Communities.

I have a couple of our congregation happy to join the 
group but I am needing many more to arrange and 
help out when we stage these events.

I am hoping to meet with the group after our next 
session meeting so please forward me your name 
and join a group that will put our Church out there 
where people will notice us and see what we can do 
for our community. 

Margaret Cassidy

We would like to wish 
the very best to all those 
members who volunteer 
through the safeguarding 
scheme. 

There are still a few who have not yet done 
the basic training or are due for refresher 
training. Several dates have been organised by 
Presbytery over the next few months. If you are 
one of those, please contact either Elizabeth 
Howie or Christine Ewing and we will organise 
a session for you.

Safeguarding

We hope you’ve all enjoyed the 
lovely weather we’ve had during 
the summer. The team had a well 
earned rest from card making 
and some of us managed to put 
our craft things away for a few weeks. 

Even though we’d stopped for the holidays we 
still managed to take orders for special cards and 
sales of our normal stock went well. As a result 
we will be able to donate £200 to Church funds 
this month. 

The team are now starting to think about 
Christmas which seems a long way off but always 
arrives quicker than expected!!  

Thank you for your continued support and please 
feel free to contact any of us for cards, which we 
are still happy to deliver to your door. 

Cards can also be bought directly from Jean Hay 
(18 West Doura Ave.) as she still has the card 
stock at home.  Stay safe.
Jean, Jennifer, Solveig, Carol, Anne, Christine 
and Phyllis

Craft Team
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The balances of Accounts as at 25th August 2021 were as follows: 
General Account - £10,106 
Fabric Account - £35,700  which includes money transferred from  
Edinburgh reserves towards the refurbishment. 
Knoxland Bequest - £5,328.84
Session Discretionary Fund - £559.01   Session Benevolent Fund - £225     
Ministers Benevolent Fund -  £3,212      Mrs Reid Fund - £256   
Organ Fund - £2,335   Mrs Irvine’s Bequest -  £1,000     Mrs Lockie’s Bequest - £500 

The amount collected by standing order, cheques and collection for the months from March to July were as 
follows:
March     S/o and cheques:  £4,156     plate: £561
April         S/o and cheques:  £3,394     plate: £1,254
May          S/o and cheques:   £2,666      plate: £1,051
June         S/o and cheques:   £3,463      plate: £1,209
July           S/o and cheques:   £2,697      plate: £1,446

Can I just say a huge thank you to all the members of our congregation who have kept up with their 
collections and made donations despite all the restrictions that we are facing just now. It is very much 
appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid as unfortunately they still have to be settled. Thank you to 
everyone who has sent me cheques or their envelopes which I have credited to the bank.
If anyone wishes to take out a standing order please contact me either by phone on 01294 464933 or  
by email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Take care everyone and stay safe. I hope everyone has enjoyed the beautiful weather we have had this 
summer.

Jean Rainey

Treasurer’s Report 

Help us raise FREE 
funds for 

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk

4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when 
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app 

Over £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causesOver £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causes2 million users

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church

The Foodbank is still in 
need of vital donations.

For more information on 
the Food Bank website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

THEY ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned spaghetti, 

tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Don’t forget you can raise extra funds for the church at Amazon Smile  
and Easyfundraising.org.uk at no extra cost to yourself.
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal - 2021 
Appeal from our Kirkgate Shoebox Ladies

Thanks to everyone who brought boxes for covering over the summer months. That has  
allowed us to ‘catch-up’ after the restrictions of last year and we are ready to proceed as usual.

Please find printed below a copy of the label which has to be completed for every box. Please use this as a 
guide when buying. You will note that the top section details items which are now deemed as ‘Essential’ for 
each box while the lower section gives a wider variety of useful items which can make up a suitable gift for 
different genders and age groups.

Please also note of the restrictions detailed on the checklist.

We would be pleased to receive your donations for packing from now onwards. Financial donations are also 
welcome as it helps us buy basic items if there is a shortage. Should you want to pack a box yourself you can 
collect one from the church.

Boxes need to be completed by the end of October 
as they are collected the first week in November. Checklist 

Please tick items included and firmly secure this list  
on your shoebox lid. 

ESSENTIAL ITEMS (ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW): 
Include the following items highlighted in the top box.

Toiletries (NO TALCUM POWDER)  
 

 Shampoo 

 Soap/Shower gel 

 Face cloth/ Moist wipes 

 Deodorant                

 Moisturising Cream                                                          

 Comb/Brush                                             

 Sanitary Products                                        

 Shaving foam/Razors                                
                                         

Miscellaneous 
 

 New Make-up           

 Sewing Equipment  

 Household Candles 

 Screwdrivers/Pliers                 

 Kitchen Utensils      

Stationery 
 

 Pens/Pencils/Sharpener           

 Notepads/Colouring books 

 Rulers/Rubbers                        

Clothes and other Items  

(T-shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/ 
Shirts) etc 
 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 ..........................................

Toothbrush and  
Toothpaste 

Hat, scarf, gloves  
 

Soap  
 

Underwear/ 
Socks/Tights
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6 steps to bring happiness

Please tick the box next to who the box is for 
Please specify the age of the girl or boy  

you have filled this box for:

Small Toy for boys and girls such 
as cars, dolls, balls. Please only    
include new shop-bought toys.  
Sweets (No chocolate or any other 
food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than 31 March next year.  No loose 
sweets, lollies or undated  
bags of sweets. 

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items such as toy guns 
or knives or military figures; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or 
any food other than sweets.  Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not 
allowed; books that are mainly words should also not be included.

For Christmas delivery your 
shoebox should be at your 
church, school or other  
collection point during the 
last week of October/  
beginning of November
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 Girl yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Woman 

 Elderly woman

 Find: Find an average-size  
shoebox. Decide who to fill it for; a child,  
a teenager, a man or a woman. 

 

 Wrap: your box and lid  
separately so that the lid can be  
removed without tearing the paper.  

 

 Pack: Gather the items, remove all  
plastic and cardboard packaging and pack  
into the box. Please choose items that will  
last rather than those with a short life and  
can’t be recycled. 

 

 Check: On the checklist,  
tick the items you have put in  
your shoebox and note any 
that are not on the list.  

 

 Donate: Secure the  
ticked checklist to the outside  
of the shoebox lid using sticky tape.  
Detach the donation envelope as  
instructed and place with your  
donation inside your box. 
 
 

 Deliver: Secure the lid with rubber bands.  
(Custom regulations require Blythswood Care  
to check the contents of your box.)  
Deliver your box to your  
local collection point.

1

2

3

4

5

6

 Boy yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Man 

ShoeBox_leaflet_198mm_2021.qxp_English  24/06/2021  14:33  Page 2

Checklist 
Please tick items included and firmly secure this list  

on your shoebox lid. 
ESSENTIAL ITEMS (ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW): 

Include the following items highlighted in the top box.

Toiletries (NO TALCUM POWDER)  
 

 Shampoo 

 Soap/Shower gel 

 Face cloth/ Moist wipes 

 Deodorant                

 Moisturising Cream                                              

 Comb/Brush                                             

 Sanitary Products                                        

 Shaving foam/Razors                                
                                         

Miscellaneous 
 

 New Make-up           

 Sewing Equipment  

 Household Candles 

 Screwdrivers/Pliers                

 Kitchen Utensils      

Stationery 
 

 Pens/Pencils/Sharpener         

 Notepads/Colouring books 

 Rulers/Rubbers                       

Clothes and other Items  

(T-shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/ 
Shirts) etc 
 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 ..........................................

Toothbrush and  
Toothpaste 

Hat, scarf, gloves  
 

Soap  
 

Underwear/ 
Socks/Tights

6 steps to bring happiness

Please tick the box next to who the box is for 
Please specify the age of the girl or boy  

you have filled this box for:

Small Toy for boys and girls such 
as cars, dolls, balls. Please only    
include new shop-bought toys.  
Sweets (No chocolate or any other 
food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than 31 March next year.  No loose 
sweets, lollies or undated  
bags of sweets. 

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items such as toy guns 
or knives or military figures; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or 
any food other than sweets.  Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not 
allowed; books that are mainly words should also not be included.

For Christmas delivery your 
shoebox should be at your 
church, school or other  
collection point during the 
last week of October/  
beginning of November
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 Girl yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Woman 

 Elderly woman

 Find: Find an average-size  
shoebox. Decide who to fill it for; a child,  
a teenager, a man or a woman. 

 

 Wrap: your box and lid  
separately so that the lid can be  
removed without tearing the paper.  

 

 Pack: Gather the items, remove all  
plastic and cardboard packaging and pack  
into the box. Please choose items that will  
last rather than those with a short life and  
can’t be recycled. 

 

 Check: On the checklist,  
tick the items you have put in  
your shoebox and note any 
that are not on the list.  

 

 Donate: Secure the  
ticked checklist to the outside  
of the shoebox lid using sticky tape.  
Detach the donation envelope as  
instructed and place with your  
donation inside your box. 
 
 

 Deliver: Secure the lid with rubber bands.  
(Custom regulations require Blythswood Care  
to check the contents of your box.)  
Deliver your box to your  
local collection point.
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Further information can be found at www.blythswood.org › shoeboxappeal

Checklist 
Please tick items included and firmly secure this list  

on your shoebox lid. 
ESSENTIAL ITEMS (ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW): 

Include the following items highlighted in the top box.

Toiletries (NO TALCUM POWDER)  
 

 Shampoo 

 Soap/Shower gel 

 Face cloth/ Moist wipes 

 Deodorant                

 Moisturising Cream                                                          

 Comb/Brush                                             

 Sanitary Products                                        

 Shaving foam/Razors                                
                                         

Miscellaneous 
 

 New Make-up           

 Sewing Equipment  

 Household Candles 

 Screwdrivers/Pliers                 

 Kitchen Utensils      

Stationery 
 

 Pens/Pencils/Sharpener           

 Notepads/Colouring books 

 Rulers/Rubbers                        

Clothes and other Items  

(T-shirts/Pyjamas/Jumpers/ 
Shirts) etc 
 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 .......................................... 

 ..........................................

Toothbrush and  
Toothpaste 

Hat, scarf, gloves  
 

Soap  
 

Underwear/ 
Socks/Tights
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6 steps to bring happiness

Please tick the box next to who the box is for 
Please specify the age of the girl or boy  

you have filled this box for:

Small Toy for boys and girls such 
as cars, dolls, balls. Please only    
include new shop-bought toys.  
Sweets (No chocolate or any other 
food) ‘Best before’ date no earlier 
than 31 March next year.  No loose 
sweets, lollies or undated  
bags of sweets. 

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items such as toy guns 
or knives or military figures; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or 
any food other than sweets.  Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not 
allowed; books that are mainly words should also not be included.

For Christmas delivery your 
shoebox should be at your 
church, school or other  
collection point during the 
last week of October/  
beginning of November
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 Girl yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Woman 

 Elderly woman

 Find: Find an average-size  
shoebox. Decide who to fill it for; a child,  
a teenager, a man or a woman. 

 

 Wrap: your box and lid  
separately so that the lid can be  
removed without tearing the paper.  

 

 Pack: Gather the items, remove all  
plastic and cardboard packaging and pack  
into the box. Please choose items that will  
last rather than those with a short life and  
can’t be recycled. 

 

 Check: On the checklist,  
tick the items you have put in  
your shoebox and note any 
that are not on the list.  

 

 Donate: Secure the  
ticked checklist to the outside  
of the shoebox lid using sticky tape.  
Detach the donation envelope as  
instructed and place with your  
donation inside your box. 
 
 

 Deliver: Secure the lid with rubber bands.  
(Custom regulations require Blythswood Care  
to check the contents of your box.)  
Deliver your box to your  
local collection point.
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 Boy yrs  

 Teenage yrs  

 Man 
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Harvest Thanksgiving – Sunday 26 September
It was decided at the last Kirk Session Meeting that our monetary donations 
for Harvest should go to Christian Aid. Please make cheques payable to 
Ardrossan & Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church, or you may just prefer to 
donate cash – either way please put it in an envelope marked ‘Harvest’.
Below you can read the plight of one family but as you know there are many 
countries where Christian Aid reach out to people in poverty. Your donation 
will make a huge difference to those whose have very little.

'We have nothing to eat. We will not have anything to eat 
in the near future. My family and I worry because we are 
living in hardship caused by flooding. Life is hard on us 
with my family.'

Asunta’s farm is flooded, causing destruction of her crops, and 
very little for her and her family to eat. Since last year, floods 
and drought have caused hunger in the village. The village is 
now in dire need of urgent humanitarian assistance. 

Please give what you can to our Global Hunger Appeal to 
provide urgent support to people facing starvation. 
It is time to act, now. 

This is a global emergency. Millions of people in South Sudan are in need of food. We have reached a 
catastrophic level of hunger.

Salome Ntububa, Head of Global Humanitarian Response, Christian Aid.   

MEET ASUNTA

ASUNTA NYANUT DENG 55, WITH HER 
GRANDCHILD NYANLANG HAI DENG,  

1 YEAR, 4 MONTHS

JOIN US IN PRAYER
When Famine stalks the land, nothing grows.

Plants cannot, people cannot, ideas and dreams cannot - everything withers and dies.
It is a violent aberration of your will for the world and it is multiplied now

by conflict, climate change and COVID.

God of the flourishing field, there is enough to feed us all.
Call us to that sacred sharing – neighbour to global neighbour  

Your gifts of food, water, a chance to live the life so delicately crafted by your divine spirit.
We will not turn away but turn towards each other
with generosity and a justice-driven compassion

that searches for solutions.

Famine stalks the land, so may our outrage grow,
may our determination steel itself,

may our solidarity spur us into action.
God of the flourishing field, help us feed each other.

Amen.
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Care & Share

Rag Bag Collection
Elma Hunter has once again arranged for the rag 
bag collection to take place to raise money for the 
church at no cost to yourself.  

The collection date is Tuesday 26th October but 
any filled bags should only be brought to the church 
the week before please as we have limited storage 
space at present. You will find bags in the hallway for 
you to take away and fill with all the stuff you have 
cleared out of your cupboards/wardrobes during the 
lockdown - so we look forward to many bags!!

 

A few restrictions apply 
No Cushions,  
No Duvets, No Pillows 
and No Soft Toys 

What’s good are any type of clothes, sheets/
blankets, towels or any material goods.   
Please also remember to place any shoes in a 
separate bag.

I hope you have all been enjoying this lovely spell of weather. Isn’t it nice to 
see the sun again? I’m very hopeful that, with God’s blessing, we can resume 
the Friday lunches soon. The volunteers are all in place and raring to go.  

The funding is secure and I’ve started to gather the provisions. All we need now is to fine tune the logistics 
in the kitchen and servery and get the green light from the Session. The lunchers that we have met out and 
about are very keen to see us re-open too, particularly as the autumn and winter weather is on the horizon. 

I’ve been in contact with Craig Crossthwaite from the FoodBank and when we re-open we will again be a 
FoodBank outlet for those in need.

Sadly, I have to share that one of our faithful volunteers, Mary Carrick, passed away peacefully after a very 
brief illness. Our thoughts and prayers go to her family and our grateful thanks to Mary for her caring service 
with us.

Finally, if anyone has a few hours to spare on a Friday, please come along and join our happy band.
Pam Martin xx

Argyle Community Shop
Meetings continue to be productive and preparations and nearing 
finalisation. Hopefully by the next time I write the shop will be open 
for business.  

This is a community venture where individuals can pay a small weekly 
membership fee and can then choose provisions, including fresh meat 
fruit and vegetables, to their liking.

The premises, in the Argyle Centre, Doinaldson Avenue, Saltcoats have been fitted out with shelving and 
fridges. Some of the shelves are starting to have the stock set out ready.

More information will be available in the local press and on social media when the grand opening is 
confirmed.
Pam Martin
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Property Report
Unfortunately, no summer respite for the 
property issues at Kirkgate, but it is good to be 
in a position to bring everyone up-to-date with 
progress on several fronts. Not every item is good 
news, but we can report that progress is being 
made in a number of areas.

CHURCH ROOF  
We have been victims of lead thieves on two 
occasions now over the past 2 months. Lead is 
an expensive item and thieving at this level is 
something that Kirkgate cannot afford. Roofguard 
will be covering parts of the lead on the roof with 
Smartwater. A product that has been recommended 
by our Insurers and approved by the police – it is a 
forensic system to help protect metals from theft – let 
us hope it is effective.

OUTSIDE THE CHURCH GATES 
A subsidence in the pavement outside the front 
gates appeared recently and as it was a safety 
concern it was reported to North Ayrshire Council. 
When the local roads were being re-surfaced in the 
last couple of weeks, the council checked out the 
subsidence, before repairing and resurfacing the 
area. The continuing ‘leakage’ at the church gates 
has also been reported to North Ayrshire Council. 
An acknowledgement has been received and now 
awaiting an update on the situation.

GAS METER 
Our long-awaited new Gas Meter was installed and 
connected in mid-August. This unit is now large 
enough to supply our gas need for the foreseeable 
future. 

ELECTRICAL METER 
We have been informed that our Electrical Meter will 
be switched over to a smart meter, all going well, on 
the 9th September.

PHASE 2  
I think we are all aware that for the first 2 to 3 months 
of work in Phase 2 all moved very speedily indeed, 
and it was the view of the contractors that the 
project could possibly be completed by end of July/
early August. As you will have gathered this has not 
been the case. We have had several weeks of limited 
action on site and that has been disappointing. 
Certainly, a lack of parts for some items have 

contributed to the 
delay, along with 
a difference of 
opinion re costs 
for decorating the sanctuary. After a meeting with 
the Project Manager agreement has been reached 
and all parties keen to have the remaining work 
progressed as fast as possible. Electricians are back 
on site and work in that field is moving on a pace 
now. The joiner has also arrived to begin building the 
bulkhead in the sanctuary – so delighted to report 
positive progress. I am also very grateful to our 
Treasurer, Jean Rainey for her unstinting assistance 
throughout the project. 

WORK OUTSTANDING
• A wooden cover (bulkhead) to be built round the 

lower half of the ground floor of the sanctuary. 
This will cover all pipes, electrical units, where 
the pews ends were fitted and present a finished 
look. 

• Painting of the sanctuary in white with alternative 
colour round the balustrade, with the tops of the 
pillars left as at present. The chancel and doors 
will be left as at present. 

• Removal of the scaffolding
• Repairing/Plastering etc of the ingoes on the 

balcony windows.
• Complete the electrical work (now well on its 

way).
• Lay the new floor tiles on top of the existing 

floor  
• Replace the organ pipes etc.
• Clean the sanctuary and set-it up for use.

It may appear to be a considerable amount of work 
remaining, but I hope and pray it will move quickly 
and we can return to worshipping in the sanctuary in 
the near future.
Mima McSwan
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Kirkgate Crafters  

Daffodil Pattern
Size: 4mm Needles Yellow, Orange & White DK Wool

[Cast on 2 stitches.
Increase front and back of stitch at beginning of each row
till 11 stitches.
Break yarn and place on spare needle.]
Repeat from beginning 4 more times and you will now
have 5 petals.
Knit across all 5 petals 55 stitches.
Knit 2 rows.
Decrease;
K2 tog K1 across row (28 stitches).
K2 tog across row (14 stitches).
K2 tog across row (7 stitches).
Cut yarn, pull through and secure.
Sew a few stitches to join first and last petal.

Cast on 14 stitches.
Knit 4 rows.
Cast off tightly (these stitches will be at the bottom
of trumpet and will be stitched onto daffodil).
Join short sides together to form trumpet and sew
onto daffodil.

Daffodil

Trumpet

Hi all. 
Hope you have enjoyed the good weather and had a lovely summer.  If you have 
been knitting poppies either for the church poppy fall or for Jill at Barlinnie 
prison could you please hand them in at the church on a Sunday morning or if 
you know of someone who is coming to church perhaps ask them to bring them 
for you or give me a ring on 462504 and I will pick them up.  Many thanks for 
your support.

Knit a Daffodil
As advertised in the June Messenger, we are thinking of a daffodil fall for the sanctuary next Easter. We hope 
some of you took up the challenge over the summer months but for those looking for a winter project here is 
the pattern again.  Ifyou could let us know how you are getting on with them that would be helpful.  

Fiona Liddell
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The Country Dance Club has met once a month over the 
summer to dance outdoors. We were very lucky to be able 
to dance on the grass in Mary Jack’s garden at Ardneil Farm, 
Portencross. 

When we met in May we only had 8 dancers as that was the 
number who could meet socially outdoors at that time. Since then 
we have had 2 sets. We decided to keep numbers at that rather 
than letting all who wanted to come as it was easier to manage. It 
has been so good to see the happy smiling faces. Everyone was 
so pleased to meet up with friends again and dance. We had some 
interesting weather, dull and cold to very hot when we looked for 
shade. The last time we started off with some spots of rain and 
finished up in sunshine. The two dancing photos are from that day. 
Mary Jack and I both got lovely flowers and a box of chocolates 
which were much appreciated. 

We plan to start dancing again on Thursday 16th September. As 
before we will alternate evenings and afternoons. As some of us 
have not danced since March last year and others only a few times 
outdoor on grass we will be taking things easy and slowly for a 
while. 

If you have not danced for many years or never danced this would 
be a good time to come back or to start. New members are always 
welcome and so are those who can only join us once in a while. 

The dates and times for our first few weeks are:

Thursday   16th    September    7.30 pm
Thursday   23rd   September    2.30 pm
Thursday   30th   September    7.30 pm
Thursday     7th    October          2.30 pm.
  
Please contact me for the latest information on masks etc.

Elizabeth Howie

Country Dance Club

Thank you for the 
lovely card with good 
wishes from the  
minister, Prayer Group 
and Pastoral Care.  
I am well on the way 
to recovery. 
Margaret Cannon

Letters of Appreciation
Cara, Thomas, Stuart, Elizabeth and 
Gordon McMahon, & Janette and Neil 
Campbell would like to thank everyone 
at Kirkgate for their prayers, good wishes, 
cards and presents given and sent to us all 
on the safe arrival of Darcii Jennifer  
Elizabeth Fletcher born 4th August 2021. 



16

A quick request from Stuart McMahon...

Last year, Stuart tried making some cider with some of his own 
eating apples and donations of cooking apples from around 
Ayrshire – the end result was surprisingly tasty and drinkable!

This year, many apple crops appear to be quite poor, so if anyone 
has a surplus of apples this year, particularly eating/dessert 
apples, then after making your jam or apple pies,  Stuart will 
happily accept them, as this will help to sweeten the cider up a 
bit, and in return you may get to taste some of the end product at 
some point next year! Contact Stuart on 01294 603848 or  
stuart@md93.co.uk  if you can help please, it would be most appreciated .

Apples!

We have been blessed with a beautiful warm summer which 
has brought such joy to many after the long lockdown.

The church gardens have appreciated the lovely weather with the 
roses and plants looking their finest this year. The gardens not only 
bring joy to the members but to all who pass by Kirkgate showing 
that life does go on even during and after the dark days of COVID. 

When you think about all the renovations taking place in the 
church, and the number of building materials that have passed 
through and round the garden area – it is a testament to the 
contractors who have shown respect for the church and its 
surroundings that damage did not occur.  

The beauty and diversity of the flowers in the garden doesn’t just 
happen by chance – it is with thanks to the gardening team who 
year by year take great care in pruning Alistair’s roses, planting 
numerous daffodil bulbs and growing the plants from seed that 
grace the gardens. 

To Jean Hay, George & Phyllis Armstrong, Christine Ewing and last but certainly not least Tony Gribbon 
– our grateful thanks for the time you devote in doing God’s work in the gardens during the year and for 
the joy your work brings to all who pass by our church. 

Gardening Report & Thanks

THANKS TO JOHN AND MAUREEN

We owe thanks to John Stewart who faithfully every week puts the bins out for collection. It may seem a 
small thing to do, but without people like John ensuring that the bins are out in the street, week by week 
ready for emptying – it is a service that we could not do without. Thank you John.

With having the contractors on site and a fair collection of items being binned – the area was becoming 
untidy to say the least. Maureen, we owe you our thanks for taking the time and trouble to tidy up that area – 
it was not a pleasant task to take on and we are very grateful to you.  

Mima McSwan    
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For your Amusement.............

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya 10 Seafield Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 8NU

Tel: 01294 683379    
Mob: 07566 278132 NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce 57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB 01294 605113

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan 23 Springvale Court 

Saltcoats KA21 5LY 01294 602410

POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE
Pastoral Care See magazine article for various contact details 
Organist, Rollkeeper, Data Protection, Website Stuart McMahon 93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan KA22 7PH 01294 603848
Treasurer Jean Rainey 12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AE 01294 464933
Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong 46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan KA22 7PD 01294 466867
Freewill Offering Envelopes Moira Cooper 1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan KA22 8BQ 01294 468851
Acting Property Convenor Mima McSwan 23 Springvale Court, Saltcoats KA21 5LY 01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing 210 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan KA22 8JS 01294 601700
Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life & Work Elizabeth McMahon 8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NJ 01294 464428
Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie 40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats KA21 5LD 01294 463903
The Guild Secretary: Vacant
Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch 17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats KA21 5AH 01294 465233
Craft Team Jean Hay 18 West Doura Avenue, Saltcoats KA21 5NS 01294 469986
Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie 93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats KA21 5NE 01294 467881
Prayer Group Margaret Cassidy 3 Eglinton Street, Saltcoats KA21 5DE 01294 605535

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinator: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick 
Mrs Moira Cooper  
Mrs Jennifer Fox  
Mrs Maureen Hunter 
Mrs Fiona Liddell 
Mrs Solveig McCulloch  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken  
Mrs Eunice McInnes 

Mrs Barbara McWilliam  
Mrs Jean Rainey 
Mrs Morag Forsyth 
(telephone contact elder)  
Co-opted:  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon 
Mrs Isobel Passway 
(pastoral visitor)

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL: 
Mrs Eunice McInnes 
Mrs Evelyn Green
Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Maureen Hunter
Mrs Fiona Liddell 

Co-opted:  
Mrs Phyllis Armstrong 
Mrs Jean Hay 
Mrs Carol Gilmour

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

We are looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communication, Church & Community, 
and Finance Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more 
information.

PROPERTY:  
Acting Convener: Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce  
Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon 

Mrs Pamela Martin 
Mrs Maureen Hunter

COMMUNICATION:  
Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted: Mrs Elizabeth McMahon

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce 
Mrs Edith Murchie 

Mr Ian Martin 
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FINANCE:  
Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Mrs Moira Cooper
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong
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Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000
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64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk
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