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A Thought from the Minister
Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Dear Friends

Since my induction on the 19th of November 
2020, I could not wait to hear news about the 
manse. I am glad that by the time of the writing 
of this article we are counting down to us moving 
into the manse. By God’s grace we are to be out 
of our Glasgow flat on or before the 12th of May 
2021. Please join me in thanking God for this 
development. 

Can you also believe that by the time you are 
reading this article Dylan will be four months old? 
It has been grace upon grace to experience the 
goodness of God as we watch Dylan grow. He has 
started identifying family members, which is so 
much fun to watch and we can only praise God for 
this. 

Thank you for your continued support whilst we 
have been commuting from Glasgow. All this 
will soon be history. The past four months have 
also been graced by Engeline, my mother-in-law, 
who has since become a “member of Kirkgate” as 
everyone has embraced her and she truly feels at 
home. She hopes to return to her husband as soon 
as we settle into the manse. Sadly we will soon be 
saying goodbye to her. 

Deuel has been looking for a new football team, 
and I am glad to report he will be joining Winton 
Rovers 2014 team. Not a day goes by without 
him asking something about our new home. He 
is excited to be starting at his new school. Praise 
God that he has been offered a place at Stanley 
Primary School. If you ask Deuel he will tell you all 
about his housewarming party, for now it will be 
attended by all Kirkgate members. This tells you 
how much he values each and every one of you. 

Savior and I cannot wait to know our neighbours, 
and our nearby places of interest. I am yet to 
discover my new running route, and I can’t wait 
to play my first golf match, and on the other hand 
Savior is getting everything planned, especially 
the long “to do” list, as you may all be aware of 
what comes with moving houses. 

The coronavirus pandemic has turned life upside 
down for most of the world. People are faced 
with stark challenges when it comes to how to 
keep working at their jobs, how to continue to 
participate in their churches, and even how to get 
along with their family life. Before the pandemic, 
it was common to hear of the need to renew 

church family life. This 
has been made much 
more difficult now, please 
keep encouraging each 
other. 

Besides the update on 
where we are at, my 
encouragement to you all 
is that we take seriously 
how we have been united 
as a family. In the past week, we have been united 
through the afternoon tea, as we fellowship 
through sharing a meal, for this and other things 
like Tuesday and Wednesday weekly chats we are 
grateful. 

Therefore, my encouragement is this:  
Ephesians 4:1–2 

“Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore 
you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
with which you have been called. Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 
another in love.” 

Paul is simply encouraging us to “live up to who 
we are”.  Secondly, Paul is specifically encouraging 
us all to love God’s family with humility, with 
gentleness, with patience, with tolerance and love.

Therefore, love each other, keep hearing the word 
of God and shaping each other through sharing.

God bless you all.

Nigel

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
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Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk Church Register

From the Editor

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’  

The next deadline date for contibutions is 30th 
May at the very latest please.

You’ll find lots of other information to keep our 
church family informed on the website and If 
you have any interesting news or heard of any 
special events like birthdays 
or anniversaries to share 
please feel free to email me 
at elizabeth.mcmahon@
talktalk.net or send a written 
copy if you don’t use a 
computer. 

Letters of Appreciation
Crawford and I would like to 
thank all our friends at Kirkgate 
for their love and good wishes on 
the occasion of our Ruby Wedding 
Anniversary. Many of our beautiful 
cards were produced by our own 
craft team - what a talented group 
of people they are to be able to 
create so many terrific designs so professionally!

Our congregation is blessed with special folk with 
great ideas in so many areas, most recently the 
Afternoon Tea event. 

I was one of many who were delighted to receive 
the delicious goodies last week- a tangible 
reminder that, despite all the trials of the past year 
and beyond, our church is still thinking of each 
individual member in their own surroundings 
and uniting us again in such a lovely way!

Warmest thanks to all those involved in 
organising this very special event and to Nigel 
for continuing to encourage us spiritually in his 
inspiring services.  
Morag Forsyth 

Ruby Lee would also like to thank everyone who 
sent cards and good wishes on the occasion of her 
moving house. They were much appreciated.

FUNERALS:
“In my father’s house are many mansions”

22/4/21 Rena Cunningham, Parish funeral

28/4/21 Mrs Sadie Jarvie,  
19 Murray Avenue, Saltcoats

It’s that time of year again when we  start 
to think about the shoebox appeal.  
Since we have been doing a lot of 
walking for these past many months for 
exercise we surely all deserve to treat 
ourselves to a new pair of shoes. We 
will be struggling to find shoeboxes for this year’s 
Blythswood appeal. So treat yourself and also ask 
your friends to do so when we are allowed to go 
shopping again.  Please save your boxes for us as 
they are in short supply and we usually require over 
200!!  Also look out for any bargains in hats, gloves, 
scarves, underwear, socks or anything else in the 
sales.  Happy Hunting!! 

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal - 2021

Church and Community
By the time you read this, it is 
hoped that many of you will 
have enjoyed your afternoon tea, 
and taken pictures of yourself 
and the lovely food.  They can be 
seen on page 11 in this magazine 
and hopefully more next month.  
Some “Thank you” messages are 
printed on page 4.

The Session agreed to funding this treat for  
everyone just to say that you are all in our 
thoughts and prayers even though we still do not 
see the majority of our congregation at this time.

We still don’t know when things might get back to 
some normality partly due to the restrictions and 
the renovation work being done in the sanctuary.  
However as soon as we can we will meet and plan 
some social events.

Margaret Cassidy

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
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Prayer Group
Sadly we had to stop the Prayer Group after only one Zoom meeting. 
This was due to the church premises reopening for worship and 
to physically meet after the Sunday Services is not practical due to 
hygiene issues etc. We plan to discuss the situation at the Session 
meeting in May and hopefully come up with ideas of when it will be 
suitable to have the Prayer Group meet again, whether physically or by 
Zoom. Hopefully I’ll be able to update you in the next magazine. 

Till then, a short prayer...

Heavenly Father hear this our prayer as we pray for our church and congregation at this time.

We pray that more of us can come together soon in prayer and in praise. We thank you for the many 
blessings you give us daily, many we just take for granted when we should stop and say ‘Thank you Lord.’ 

Father we remember those who are still shielding and about to get out and about again, give them faith 
and courage to do this safely and confidently moving onward and upward as you would have us, so that 
we can travel safely in our area and soon further afield as we reconnect with family and friends.

Father be with each of us and our loved ones over this period.

These things we ask in and through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen

Margaret Cassidy

Craft Team
Things have slowed 
down for the team 
since Easter.

With the better 
weather and 
restrictions being 
lifted we are not 
spending so much 
time making cards, 
however we still have 
a large selection 
ready for sale and 
should be able to find something to suit any 
request. 

We are still happy to take orders by phone or text 
and can deliver to your door. 

One of our customers has suggested  packs of 
note cards so we've made a few packs of 5 small 
decorated cards, blank inside with envelopes for 
£2. 

If anyone else has an idea for something different 
please let us know and we'll be happy to try. 

Orders can be given to any member of the team 
or by phone to Jean Hay 01294 469986. 

Anne, Carol, Christine, Jennifer, Jean, Phyllis, 
Solveig

Thanks – Afternoon Tea
Delicious.
I didn’t have to plan it, buy it, cook it, bake it, just say 
“thank you” and enjoy.
Isabel Passway

Thanks to the church for the delightful afternoon tea. 
It was a lovely gesture and brightened up a same old 
same old lockdown day. It was such a lovely afternoon 
we sat outside.
Elizabeth & Angus Dodds

Thanks for the beautifully presented afternoon tea. 
When it arrived I had the savouries for lunch and 
nibbled the cakes throughout the day. 
Fiona Liddell
 
Thanks to all who organised our afternoon tea. 
Absolutely delicious and thoroughly enjoyable!
Anne Aitken & Christine Ewing

Thank you so very very much for the lovely afternoon 
tea this week. It’s fair made my day.  Such a kind 
gesture and very much appreciated. God Bless you, 
With best wishes,
Lynn Burns

Many thanks for the afternoon tea which I shared with 
my twin granddaughters Leesa & Eilidh. They were 
thrilled. 
Margaret Darroch 
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Prayer Page Alison Buick

Love is Patient and Kind

Our God, how patient You have been with me in all my faults.

How patient You are with all of us as blindly and willfully we mismanage the life of 
the world. Your love never ends. 

May I always have patience with others and the kindness that must go with 
patience.

Love is not jealous or boastful

I am grateful for the people I know who are without envy, and who are truly humble. There is a beauty 
about their lives and through them You show me the way.

Love does not insist on its own way

May all of us in our country learn to think more of our responsibilities and less of our rights. 

For myself I pray for the Spirit of Christ whose was the way, was to give and to serve.

Love is not irritable or resentful and it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.

Help me to understand what may be behind the irritability 
of others, an ill body, an ill spirit, ill circumstances. May 
I have the peace and freedom of forgetting wrongs and  
misunderstandings that have hurt me. But deeper still 
may I have the Spirit of Christ to purify my inmost nature 
of all that causes anger and resentment.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.

In these words I see the life of Christ, whose love bore 
misunderstanding and unfaithfulness, rejection and  
hate; whose love drew people up by believing in them; 
whose love for us gave Him the hope to preach the gospel 
of God in such a world as this; Whose love endured and 
endures without end.

Give me the courage, the faith, and the grace, to be and to 
do what these verses mean.   

AMEN
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The Guild Projects

THE VINE TRUST – THE KAZUNZU VILLAGE 
OF HOPE IN TANZANIA
Working with the Vine Trust and their partners on 
the ground, the Guild will help them take forward 
the development of a sustainable village with homes, 
a school, a health centre, a community hub and 
40 individual homes. The large family homes will 
enable young families to serve as foster parents 
to four or five orphan children identified by the 
Church in partnership with community leaders 
and social services. Self-sustainability will come 
through agriculture, gardening, fish-farming and the 
development of a transport business.

BEAT – ‘BLETHER WITH BEAT’, SCOTLAND
Eating disorders have a huge impact on young people 
and on their families. This project will help develop 
a network of young ambassadors who will work in 
schools, colleges and universities as well as with 
church congregations, the Boys’ Brigade, the Girls’ 
Brigade and school chaplains to raise awareness of the 
impact of eating disorders and to encourage people 
to seek help. In addition, the charity hopes that by 
engaging with the Guild its members will be better 
informed and will be able to open doors to meetings 
with community leaders, GP practice managers, 
teachers and others, to share resources and key 
messages about eating disorders.

PIONEERS – CHOCOLATE HEAVEN, SOUTH 
EAST ASIA
This project will help build and develop a factory 
to support the production of sustainable chocolate 
production in South East Asia. The project’s success 
will be measured by: more farmers receiving 
fair prices; more workers experiencing regular 
employment - many for the first time; more parents 
able to provide a bright future for their children; and 
it could also mean the start of a network of people 
choosing Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.

HOME FOR GOOD, SCOTLAND
Home for Good is a Christian charity dedicated 
to finding a home for every child who needs one. 
The charity works to inspire people to think about 
fostering and adoption. It also equips churches to 
welcome these families and help support people on 
their journeys. This project will allow Home for Good 
to reach all parts of Scotland and will also enable them 
to build their network of volunteers. Once trained, 
these volunteers can run events, offer training and 
build support groups which provide much needed 
encouragement for these families. Home for Good 
wants all children to find a loving home and this 
project will help them to do that.

UNIDA – ‘HEAR OUR VOICE!’, BRAZIL
‘Faith in the Future’ is a project at Faculdade Unida 
de Vitória (UNIDA), a higher education institution 
in Brazil, designed to empower young women 
through theological education. UNIDA believes in 
an education that can transform lives in a violently 
unjust Brazilian society. Their project has three core 
elements: providing access to accredited theological 
education for young women through special 
scholarships; equipping young women for leadership 
in churches, faith-based organisations and wider civil 
society through practical education; and mentoring 
young women through accompaniment and work 
placements.

STARCHILD, UGANDA
Starchild are hoping that, together with the support 
of the Guild, they will be able to build a centre where 
children with a range of learning disabilities - but 
particularly autism - can come to learn alongside their 
peers. In Uganda, children with learning disabilities 
are often hidden away and do not receive the 
education they should. This project hopes to tackle 
that stigma, support the children and their families 
and also help to educate community leaders.

The Six New Guild Projects

Following a successful three-year fundraising cycle where members raised 
more than £540,000, the Church of Scotland’s Guild has now announced its six 
new project partners for 2021-24.
All six project partners, as well as the ongoing work, worship and focus of the Guild, will 
relate to the theme of their new three-year strategy,  ‘Look Forward In Faith’.
The new projects will operate across four continents, in a hugely diverse range of 
purposes and with an equally diverse variety of people. From South East Asia, to Brazil, Tanzania and Uganda 
– as well as at home in Scotland,  we are really looking forward to learning about the work of our partners and 
offering prayerful and financial support to them.
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Care & Share

South Beach House
It is a happier house now that relatives can visit inside the house again and 
by the time you are reading this we will be able to sit in the garden with our 
relatives weather permitting. There are still some restrictions surrounding this 
but I am sure family members will adhere to these.

The house does have a few vacancies and hopefully we will be able to get these filled soon.

There has been some new staff faces over this past few months and residents are beginning to build 
new relationships with them.

We have had some building work done and some of the stairs have to be blocked off so that work is on 
going meantime. Our mini bus is in the garage but we are hopeful that a new bus is on the horizon. 
More on that next time.  
Take care Margaret

Life & Work: In the May edition...
The Privilege of Democracy 
Thomas Baldwin explains why churches have a key 
role to play in this month’s elections to the Scottish 
Parliament

‘A Cherished Part of the Church’s Tradition’ 
The Rt Hon Baron Wallace of Tankerness QC looks 
ahead to his year as Moderator-Designate to the 2021 
General Assembly with Lynne McNeil, as he encourag-
es elders to serve more widely in the Church of Scot-
land

Assembly 2021 
Timetable and reports to this year’s General Assembly, 
which will be held online

God’s Table 
The first in a new series of Bible studies by the Very 
Rev Dr Derek Browning, focusing on hospitality

Kirk Session Records 
Launched Online 
More than a million pages 
of local Church of Scotland 
records have been pub-
lished online for the first 
time

New Guild Partner  
Projects Unveiled 
The six new three-year projects adopted by the Church 
of Scotland Guild

Our Planet is Changing 
Val Brown of Christian Aid Scotland introduces the 
campaign for this year’s Christian Aid Week

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive 
features. 

At last lockdown is easing again and we are all looking forward to greater 
freedoms.  However we are still awaiting guidance as to when we can safely 
recommence the Friday Lunch Club and Foodbank facilities.  The current social distancing 
regulations would restrict the Lunch Club operation so, sadly, we will have to remain closed in the 
meantime.  Behind the scenes preparations are taking place for when we can safely open again. 
Cupboards cleaned and shopping lists drawn up!  A number of the volunteers have met some of 
the lunchers when out and about and report that the facilities are missed and  they look forward to 
our reopening.  We’ll need to plan a special lunch that day to celebrate.

Plans for the community larder are moving forward with lots of hard work being done by Graeme 
and Brian from Link Up.  It now has a name...The Argyle Community Shop.... and the premises 
in the Argyle Centre are being made ready. Volunteers have dates for training in various areas to 
equip them to staff the shop.  Hopefully more information about opening dates and times will be 
available in the near future.

Meantime stay safe and please keep all in your prayers.  

With love and thanks, Pam Martin

http://www.lifeandwork.org
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Rose is caught in a cycle of climate chaos. 
From severe drought to flooding, extreme 
weather robs her of what she needs to 
survive: a reliable source of water.

When she was a child, Rose remembers 
how often the rains would fall, giving fruit 
to the baobab trees and providing plenty of 
nutritious food to eat.

‘When I was a young girl, there was plenty 
of food,’ Rose says. Now, the rains are totally 
unreliable. The climate crisis has galvanised 
extreme weather and Rose’s community are 
feeling the brunt of it. For months at a time, 
Rose and her family lives with drought.

Because of climate change, I worry a lot 
about food. I pray to God that the rainfall will 
become normal like it used to be.

Rose Katanu Jonathan

We know just how important it is for us to come together as 
community and that's why we've got some exciting virtual 
events for to you get involved with this Christian Aid Week.

We're so excited for the return of Quiztian Aid, which was a 
great success last year. You also have the opportunity to run 
your own quiz night with your friends and family and we 
would love for you to join us for the Song of the Prophets event 
this May. 

Quiztian Aid

Our fun filled online quiz has returned and is suitable for all of 
the family.

It'll be hosted by special guests Tobi and Prisca Bakare, Rhidian Brook, Kris Marshall, Kate Bottley and 
Rowan Williams.

Sign up to quiz with us

You’ll find the form to sign up to attend Quiztian Aid 2021 and other events at  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week/virtual-events 

Rose is a 68 year old grandmother and she makes a six hour round trip every other day to collect water for 
her family so they can farm, drink and wash. She’s hungry and weary but she goes on. Because she has to. 
Her grandchildren’s lives depend on it. However, she won’t have the strength to do this journey forever. 

Will you stand against climate change chaos with people in Kenya?

Please help Rose and her family access a dam and a better life with your donations 
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Property Report Mima McSwan

CHURCH
It is so nice to be able to report that work has 
commenced on the refurbishment of the sanctuary.  I 
am sure that many of you wondered if this work would  
ever take place. We have never stopped trying to  
progress this work over the past year, and it is good to 
know that our efforts have not been wasted, and all  
our prayers have been answered. Lockdown limited 
what could be achieved and if it had not been for 
that then work may have started sooner. Never the 
less it is good to know that we are looking forward 
to a sanctuary with a repaired ceiling, a new heating 
system and a bright interior - in time, it will be up to 
the congregation of Kirkgate to make the best use of 
this ‘new’ facility. 

Work commenced on Tuesday of last week, and by  
that time all the pews and all other items that required 
to be cleared had been either removed to the tip or 
stored. 

The old heating system has been drained and the  
pipework removed. The contractors are busy checking 
out the remaining underfloor pipework and gas 
connections etc. Scaffolding will be erected in the 
sanctuary, in due course, to enable contractors to 
repair the ceiling and allow for any high level work to 
take place. 

The removal of asbestos from the boiler room will  
commence on Wednesday, 28 April. 

The project will take somewhere in the region of 24 
weeks to complete. I will keep you up to-date with  
progress.

MANSE
The tenants vacated the manse on Tuesday, 13 April 
2021, as they had stated. The house and gardens are in 
acceptable condition, although we will be carrying out 
some upgrading to the premises and working on areas 
that require urgent repairs.

Items that require an annual inspection are in progress 
of being undertaken,  boiler, alarm system, and fire extinguisher. The electrician will be upgrading the 
smoke detectors in line with the recent regulations and carrying out any other regulatory functions 
required. 

Decorating the house commenced in the last week of April and will take 10 days approximately to 
complete, thereafter the carpet fitters will visit.

Nigel and family are so looking forward to moving into their Manse, and I am sure they will not miss 
the journey from Glasgow to Saltcoats. It has been a very unfortunate time for them – COVID and its 
restrictions have delayed the move by approximately 8 months, and we do appreciate very much their 
patience.  All going well, and if everything falls into place then Nigel and family will be moving to  
Ardrossan about the 8/10 May. 
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Jean Rainey, TreasurerTreasurer’s Report

Help us raise FREE 
funds for 

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk

4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when 
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app 

Over £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causesOver £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causes2 million users

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church
The Foodbank is 
still in need of vital 
donations.

For more information 
on the Food Bank website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned 

spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Don’t forget you can raise extra funds for the church at Amazon Smile and at no 
extra cost to yourself and also on Easyfundraising.org.uk

The balances of Accounts as at 21st April 2021 were as follows: 

General Account £17,625.80. 

Fabric Account   £16,153.47. This figure includes the £7,000 grant from All Churches Group towards 
our renovations in the sanctuary. We have spent £3,893 this month on equipment which allows video/
streaming/online actions to take place.

The cottage account now stands at £4,339.10. 

The amount collected by standing order, cheques and collection for the month of March was as follows:

March – S/O and cheques: £4,156.52  Collection through the plate: £761.85.   

The Craft group has made another generous donation of £400 towards church funds. Thank you to 
all in the craft group who have worked hard throughout this pandemic to supply us with lovely cards 
especially when it has been so hard to get them elsewhere.

Again can I just say a huge thank you to all the members of our congregation who have kept up with 
their collections and made donations despite all the restrictions that we are facing just now. It is very 
much appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid as unfortunately they still have to be settled. At the 
moment we are keeping our heads above the water but I am aware that we will not be receiving much if 
anything in the way of hall rent or fundraising for a second year.

Thank you also to everyone who has sent me cheques or their envelopes which have I have credited to 
the bank.

If anyone wishes to take out a standing order you will find it on the website or please contact me either 
by phone on 01294 464933 or by email : treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk 

Take care everyone and stay safe.

http://www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
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Afternoon Teas being enjoyed in Ardrossan
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. 
Please keep the team up-to-date with information about 
people who need pastoral care or support at this difficult time 
for everyone. Please don’t assume they already know - they 
would rather hear several times over than not at all. The main 
contacts for Pastoral Care are: 

Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

If you would like to receive the 
Kirkgate Messenger by email 
(or know of any members who 
would like to pay the postage 
to receive a paper copy) then 
please send an email to:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.
uk and we’ll add you in to the 
mailing list for the next edition. 
Thank you.

“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and 
touch folk wherever they are.......”

Evelyn Green, pastoral care co-ordinator;  
Nigel our minister, pastoral team and callers. 

Hello to all. The beautiful, sunny, spring weather, emergence of 
new life, new hopes for our future in Kirkgate Church and a gradual 
return to our normal lives as we emerge from COVID restrictions, 
are all sources for thanks and optimism. 

The church afternoon teas delivered to our doorsteps have been 
so welcomed by all! Thank you to the team responsible for all their 
planning and hard work, all much appreciated. 

We continue to keep Kirkgate folk connected with our regular 
phone calls, chats and Craft Team cards.

Several of the congregation have had “significant” birthdays and 
anniversaries recently, our very best wishes, congratulations and 
love from the Kirkgate Family. 

We continue to pray for all those ill in hospital or at home, for 
those living alone, those in Care & Residential Homes and those 
bereaved and mourning the loss of a loved one. 

As ever, a sincere thank you to Nigel our minister, all in the Pastoral 
Care Team and our team of Volunteer Callers for their time, care 
and commitment to ensuring Kirkgate remains connected.  
 
Every blessing, 

I walked with Spring along a path

Where roses took a dew-dropped bath,

Where lilacs' white and purple hues

Salute the day with rave reviews. 

I danced with Spring along a creek

Where frisky frogs played hide-and-seek,

Where dogwood trees wore lacy gowns

Neath canopies of cotton crowns. 

The earth stood still, my cares took flight;

My soul was filled with pure delight.

I walked with Spring where Nature trod

And gazed upon the face of God. 

SPRINGTIME PARADISE

By Nora M. Bozeman

mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
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Keeping in touch with Kirkgate

SUNDAY SERVICES

Now that we are allowed to worship back in the church 
hall our Sunday Service at 10.30am will be available 
to watch live online, with a recording afterwards, via 
our YouTube channel and website. Go to YouTube 
and search for “Kirkgate Church” or click the link on 
the church website. Please subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (free) to get alerts on any new content.

The pre-recorded audio version of the service will still 
be available on all major podcasting sites including 
Spotify and Apple Podcasts, as well as our Twilio 
Phone Service - 01294 444201.

We continue to have WEEKLY CHAT SESSIONS on 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from 10.30am - 
11.30am via Zoom. These are informal meetings that 
anyone can join if you just want a blether with someone, 
whilst having your morning cuppa! You can join for a 
few minutes or stay for the hour - the choice is yours.

To join the Zoom meetings you can click/type this 
link (also available on the website): https://zoom.
us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtS
RVQzdz09

or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and 
entering in the following 
Meeting ID and passcode:

Meeting ID: 645 176 4317 
Passcode: 2021

You can also dial in to Zoom 
by phone if you don’t have 
access to a webcam. The number for that is 0131 460 
1196 (calls charged at your usual rate for UK landline 
numbers - often free depending on your telephone 
service provider)

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE

Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access 
to the internet that our Twilio phone service (01294 
444201) is available to them. The number is a local 
rate number - so depending on your phone provider it 
may be free for you to listen to it, or at worst, it will be a 
minimal local rate charge. 

You will hear a short menu which has three options: 
Press 1 to listen to the weekly Sunday Service,  Press 2 
to listen to the latest Kirkgate: By Request programme 
or Press 3 to listen to the audiobook version of the 
Kirkgate Messenger. 

KIRKGATE: BY REQUEST

The May 
edition will 
be broadcast 
at 7pm on 
Sunday 2nd 
May via the 
website, 
podcasting 
sites and 
the Twilio 
phone service. Send your requests or 
dedications for the next programme, 
will be broadcast on 6th June to 
Stuart McMahon at requests@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk, or phone 01294 
603848 before Sunday 30th May 
please.

Church website:  
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Our Youtube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://www.zoom.us
mailto:requests%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:requests%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
https://www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya
Flat 2/1, 6 Westwood Road 
Glasgow G43 1DS

Tel: 0141 586 0904  
Mob: 07566 278132

NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care See magazine article for contact details 

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Moira Cooper
1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan 
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor /  
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Jean Hay
18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS 

01294 469986

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinator: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Moira Cooper; Mrs Jennifer Fox;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon.
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;  
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;  
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.  
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;  
Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mrs Moira Cooper.
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong.

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

The Life & Work website 
is regularly updated with 
news and articles from 
around the country:

 www.lifeandwork.org

We are looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communications, Church & Community, and 
Finance Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more information.



Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services


