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A Thought from the Minister
Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Dear Friends,

As we celebrate Easter in 2021, there is a constant reminder of the fact 
that, as the people of God and as a congregation, we are individually 
loved by God. Secondly, we are called as a community to know Christ 
in the power of his resurrection and to share in the fellowship of 
his sufferings. It is therefore through the events of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection at Easter that we have received the gift of eternal life through 
Christ. It is through the Cross that our sins are forgiven, and it is through 
the resurrection that we have been raised up in newness of life and filled 
with hope for the future.

In Psalm 27:13–14 we come across these lovely words: “I remain 
confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the 
Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”

These words of the Psalmist have been on my heart especially as we all try to navigate this 
unprecedented season of hardship, with fear dominating our minds and hearts. As some of you 
will remember, it has now been over a year since the lockdown started in the UK. This was one 
year when we were all unsure of how far we could be stretched, and yet the Psalmist encourages 
us to remain confident, for yes, indeed we will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living. 

Just as the message of Easter brings hope to us, I encourage you all to wait for the Lord. In 
the words of the Psalmist – be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord! As more and more 
people will be receiving the vaccine, we do not necessarily have our hope in the vaccine but in 
God the source of knowledge, and the one who gives knowledge and wisdom to our medical 
experts . Since the resurrection of Jesus Christ was one of the most momentous events in 
history, we celebrate the resurrection of Christ every Sunday and this should drive us back to 
Christ. Our hope is found in nothing else. “In Christ alone our hope is found. He is our light, our 
strength and our song.” (by Adie and Geoff Moore.)

Since the past year has been tough, perhaps some of us are forgetting who we are. It is vital 
that we understand who we are from a biblical perspective. If we don’t, we will continually 
undercut and short-change ourselves. We are a community of people with a relationship with 
God. Knowing that we are the people of God should give 
us the assurance of belonging. We are not alone. We are 
not orphaned. We belong to God and we are members of 
God’s spiritual family. We belong to one another. We have 
a role and purpose to fulfil as we serve God as our eternal 
Saviour. We are called to love and to serve God in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. We are called to 
support and to serve one another as brothers and sisters in 
Christ. And we are called to serve the world as beacons of 
hope and light. This is my message for you all this Easter. 

Therefore, may we look forward to Easter Sunday in 
anticipation of a life changing encounter with the Risen 
Christ.  May the Easter narrative bring transformation in 
your life the same way it did transform the early disciples.

Your friend and Minister,

Nigel Chikanya

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
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Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

 Reading: Malachi 2: 1-9; 2 Timothy 1: 3-14.
“Fan into flame the gift of God that is in you” (2 Timothy 1: 6).

Passionate for Jesus

Are you on fire for God? 
Someone made the damning comment, “When I see a Buddhist, I see a holy man. When I see a Christian 
minister, I see an administrator.” 

The former Archbishop of Cape Town, Bill Burnett, was in New York some years ago attending a Bishops' 
Conference. After an early morning Eucharist, he did not have time to get out of his clerical robes as he 
and his companions went for a quick breakfast at a restaurant near the Cathedral. A sassy waitress took 
one look at him and asked, “And what kind of a holy man are you?” The Archbishop said that her words 
hit him like a sledge hammer, and from then on, were a constant challenge to him.

The Church needs people in Christ's service who are passionate about their calling. The world needs 
people who stand out as genuine holy people, as different, separate, godly and as people of integrity. 
We're not to be quirky, odd or peculiar, but holy.

We live in a world where extremism makes the headlines for all the wrong reasons. The danger is that, as 
believers, we show little fervour for our Lord and the Gospel lest we offend people of other faiths or be 
regarded as narrow - minded bigots. So, we temper our devotion.

“Passion” can be defined as “devotion, fervour, intensity.” One who is passionate is ardent, eager, 
zealous, earnest, enthusiastic.

Cool detachment is not going to win the lost for Jesus. Paul reminds Timothy to “fan into flame the gift  
of God which is in you.” Then he adds, “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power,  
of love and self - discipline” (2 Timothy 1: 6-7).

I want to urge you to be passionate about the following:

Jesus Christ – Romans 1: 1-6.
His Gospel – Romans 1: 14-17. 
Prayer – Ephesians 6: 18; Colossians 4: 12-13.
God's Word – 1 Timothy 4: 13-16; 2 Timothy 3: 10-17.

Filling up the sufferings of Christ - 2 Timothy 1: 8; 2 Timothy 3: 10-17.
The people you serve – Romans 1: 8-13; 2 Corinthians 6: 3-13.

Graham Kendrick composed a song with a refrain that says in part: 
“Shine, Jesus, shine/ Fill this land with the Father's glory Blaze, Spirit, 
blaze/ Set our hearts on fire...”

Lord, you promised that a smouldering wick you will not snuff out.  
Set my heart ablaze for you and help me to be the passionate person 
you want me to be. I ask it for your love's sake. Amen 

Rev Bill Webster,  
Retired minister from Mowbray Presbyterian Church,  
Cape Town

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
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Dear Friends

Last March I wrote an Easter letter to you all just 
as the Coronavirus started to affect our lives, little 
did we realise then that a year on churches would 
still be closed and all our lives would be affected 
in some way or other, sadly some have lost loved 
family members. 

As I write this letter it has been announced that 
churches will be allowed to reopen from the 24th 
March although with restricted numbers. Let us 
all hope and pray that this is the light at the end of 
the tunnel. 

During the last year we are all indebted to all the 
NHS staff who have worked tirelessly to care for 
those affected with the coronavirus and other 
illnesses. We also must thank all the scientists 
for working so very hard to find a vaccine that 
we are now receiving and which gives us hope 
that covid-19 will be beaten and soon normality 
will return when again we can hug our children, 
grandchildren and other loved family members 
and meet in churches as normal and can enjoy 
a cup of tea or coffee after the service and 
fellowship with others.

I have just finished reading a book “The Tartan 
Pimpernel” written by the Rev Dr Donald Caskie 
who was the minister of the Scotts Kirk in Paris in 
1939 at the start of the second world war. On the 
Sunday that the Germans were entering Paris as 
he conducted worship they sang 

Psalm 100:  
 All people that on earth do dwell 
  Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice 

They then read part of Psalm 46:
 God is our refuge and our strength 
 A very present help in time of trouble

The service closed by singing: 
 O God of Bethel by whose hand
 Thy people still are fed

The church closed and he gave the key to a cafe 

owner across from the church and he made his 
way to Marseilles and the Seaman’s Mission from 
where he helped servicemen to escape back to 
England. 

It was when reading this that I thought of the 
Easter story and Jesus being betrayed by one of 
his disciples, Judas. Donald Caskie was betrayed 
by one of his helpers who was a double agent. 
Donald Caskie was arrested and spent some time 
in various Italian prisons where he was tortured, 
he was later returned to Paris to face a Gestapo 
court where he was found guilty and sentenced 
to death. Again this made me think of Jesus found 
guilty and nailed to the cross. Caskie before he 
was due to be executed asked to see a pastor, this 
was granted and they celebrated communion 
together just as Jesus did on his last night. The 
German Pastor spoke to the German authorities 
and Donald Caskie was spared.

On the Sunday after Jesus was crucified women 
went to the tomb the stone had been rolled away 
and it was empty, at first they were afraid but then 
they were filled with joy, Jesus was alive. 

After Paris was liberated Donald Caskie returned 
to the cafe where he had left the key of the church, 
on the Sunday he left, the cafe owner had hidden 
it from the Germans, the cafe owner was surprised 
to see Donald Caskie as he had been told that he 
was dead. You can imagine the joy on the cafe 
owners face just like the joy on the women’s faces 
when they found Jesus was alive. 

Rev Donald Caskie returned to his church in Paris 
to continue preaching the word of God, and at 
Easter time we must remember Jesus is alive and 
the greatest teacher of all time.

May God’s Blessings be with 
you all at this joyful Easter Time 
and may we all pray that next 
year we will be able to meet 
together and celebrate Easter as 
we have in the past.

Allan Richardson 

Church of Scotland 
Presbytery of Ardrossan 

Moderator’s Easter Message
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Kirk Session Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

The Session met by Zoom on Thursday 11th March, at which time they learned that 
virtual attestation of all documents relating to the Church had taken place, and all 
was in order. Jean was also able to present the accounts to the meeting, and these 
were accepted. I know that you will join with me in thanking the many people 
involved in the keeping of these important records.

Following a recent announcement by the Scottish Government, Churches will be 
allowed to open with restricted numbers from Palm Sunday. The Elders were in 
favour of this happening, and Mima and I submitted the necessary paperwork to 
Presbytery, who were in agreement with our plans to open on that date. Full details of our services for 
Holy Week were printed last month and are on the website as this magazine won’t be ready until the 
end of Holy Week. The Thursday morning services will also resume on Thursday 8th April. However 
please remember that you have to speak to Mima (01294 602410) to reserve your seat at any of the 
services. 

We are hoping to have our daffodil cross outside the church as a symbol of hope for the community. The 
cross will be placed outside on Wednesday 31st March, and we hope that many of you will be able to pop 
down to the church and add your daffodils to it.

We are absolutely delighted that we have received approval for Phase 2 of the work in the Sanctuary. 
Small groups have been busy clearing the sanctuary of all movable items in preparation for the start of 
the work, which we hope will be soon. It has been a long and difficult journey to get to this point, and I 
would like to thank you all for bearing with us and understanding the problems.

We are also delighted that our tenants in the manse have managed to find alternative accommodation 
and will be moving out of the manse on Tuesday 13th April. This means that we will be able to go in and 
assess what needs to be done before Nigel, Savior and the boys can finally move down to be with us 
here. I know that it has not been an easy start for them, and that they are looking forward very much to 
coming to the area.

It has been decided to have an afternoon tea delivered to all our members to cheer them up, and you 
will find details on page 10 in the magazine. I hope you will all enjoy your treat.

Life & Work: In the April edition...... 
EASTER SPECIAL 
Easter Around the World: Church of Scotland 
ministers and partners from across the globe reflect on 
how they celebrate Easter

Surprised by Jesus: Reflection from the Rt Rev Dr 
Martin Fair

‘Every Action Really Does Count’ 
Interview with Helen Hughes, retired Church of 
Scotland Deacon and passionate Christian Aid 
supporter

Dreaming Big 
In this month’s youth column, Rachel Macrae 
describes the influence of the Church in shaping her 
life and dreams

A Season of Awakening 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle asks whether the Covid-19 
pandemic has created an opportunity to reset mission

All in the Timing 
The Very Rev Dr John 
Chalmers reflects on death, 
loss and the importance of 
signs in the story of Lazarus

God’s ‘Ministry of 
Recognition’ 
In the last in her series of 
studies, Ruth Harvey looks  
at Paul’s letters as she  
reflects on the importance  
of reconciliation in the months to come

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive 
features, including Coronavirus Diaries from Church 
of Scotland mission partners across the world. You can 
also find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter 
@cofslifeandwork 
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Church Register

From the Editor

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’  

The next deadline date for contibutions is 25th 
April at the very latest please.
 
You’ll find lots of other information to keep our 
church family informed on the website and If 
you have any interesting news or heard of any 
special events like birthdays 
or anniversaries to share 
please feel free to email me 
at elizabeth.mcmahon@
talktalk.net or send a written 
copy if you don’t use a 
computer. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Mrs Ruby Lee, Harbour Point, Saltcoats has 
now moved to Currie Court, Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan.

We pray that Ruby will be very happy in her new 
house.

Presbytery Report
A few notes from the Presbytery meeting 
held by Zoom on 2nd March 2021.

An email has been received from the 
Assembly Trustees welcoming applications 
from anyone interested in becoming an Assembly 
Trustee.

The annual statistical returns have all now been 
received and sent to 121 George Street.

The accounts for 2020 were received and approved for 
presbytery.

Rev David Watson and Mr Archie Currie have been 
appointed to the Commission of Assembly – one 
minister and one elder are appointed from the 
Presbytery commissioners each year.

Rev Lily McKinnon (Lamlash l/w Kilmory) retires on 
31st March 2021 and Rev Elizabeth Watson (Whiting 
Bay and Kildonan) retires on 1st April 2021. Both 
were thanked by the Moderator for their long years of 
service

Rev David Sutherland will be Moderator-Elect for 
2021/22

Next meeting will be held in May as Presbytery do not 
meet in April due to Easter.

Margaret Cassidy, Presbytery Elder

CONGRATULATIONS

Best wishes and congratulations were sent from 
the Kirk Session and congregation to Isobel 
Marr, Westfield Court on the occasion of her 90th 
birthday which she celebrated on Monday 8th 
March. We wish Isobel many more happy years.

Letter of Appreciation
I would like to thank the 
church for the attractive 
arrangement of flowers sent 
to me on my 90th birthday.

They are really lovely and 
much appreciated.
Isobel Marr

Prayer Group
It was really good to be able to run our Prayer 
Group via Zoom on the first Sunday in March and 
several people stayed after the service to either 
participate or listen.

Now that we are back meeting in the church hall, 
there are a few logistical issues that prevent the 
Prayer Group meeting in person at the moment. 
It is hoped that we may be able to hold a regular 
Prayer Meeting via Zoom but at the time of going 
to print details had still to be confirmed by the 
Kirk Session.

Many thanks, Margaret Cassidy

mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
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Prayer Page Alison Buick

Whose Kind of King

Jesus you are our kind of king, willingly we bow to honour you. 
Hosanna to the son of David hosanna in the heavens.

You claim your kingdom with humility, not well-deserved but by the father’s gift.
Hosanna to the son of David hosanna in the heavens.

You come to your people in peace not armour-plated but vulnerable on a donkey.
Hosanna to the son of David hosanna in the heavens.

You see your city through tears not hard-hearted but grieving for our sin. 
Hosanna to the son of David hosanna in the heavens.

Jesus you are your kind of king demanding our complete submission.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

You come to your own in majesty upsetting our comfort, disturbing our apathy. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

You demand that we change our ways so that those we exclude may shout. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS 

The Three Trees

Once there were three trees in a wood.

One was a tall strong tree,

One a medium average tree and 

One a small weak tree.

The tallest tree told the other two that it was going to be a 
pillar in a king’s palace and see lots of famous people.

The medium tree said it was going to be a boat and  
travel all over the world.

The small tree supposed that because it was too weak to be 
anything, it would stay where it was.

Time passed and along came a woodcutter who cut down 
the three trees.

The tall one was made into a manger for a stable in which a 
King was born.

The medium tree stayed on a lake and was used as a pulpit 
by a man who preached love and forgiveness.

The small tree was made into a cross.  
It was strong enough to carry a man who cried  
“Father forgive them, they know not what they do.”



8

Property Report Mima McSwan

Church: Phase 2

I am delighted to report that we have now been given the go-ahead to 
renovate the sanctuary. In preparation for that happening, it was part of 
the contractual agreement that the sanctuary be cleared of all items and 
furnishings. Due to restrictions, and to ensure the safe working of all involved 
it has taken us a week to clear out the sanctuary. On Friday past we filled a 
skip with all the unwanted items, and the sanctuary looks so different and 
more like what it was before we had all the heating and ceiling problems. 

I am very grateful to the members who willing co-operated by giving of 
their time, dressed to the nines in hard hats, throw away gloves, masks, and  
covered in stour, but made an excellent job of clearing the sanctuary and 
filling the skip.

It will be a few weeks before work will commence in the sanctuary as Kirkgate along with the 
contractors require the permission of our insurance company. Necessary documentation and details 
have been forwarded to the company. 

The pews require to be removed before actual renovative work in the sanctuary can commence.  
Unfortunately, the boiler house also has asbestos and that will be removed before any work 
commences. 

A pre-meeting will be held on site with the contractors, and thereafter a time scale/start date will be  
discussed.

Manse

Vivien our Session Clerk received the news that the tenants have now found 
acceptable accommodation, and will be relocating on the 13 April 2021. We wish 
them well in their move and in their new life in another house. 

Presbytery are required to visit the Manse to ensure it is in a satisfactory condition 
for a Minister and their family to reside. That will take place as soon as possible 
after the tenants depart and restrictions allow. 

There is work to be carried out in the Manse prior to Nigel and family moving. Once 
the work has been agreed, then contractors will visit to provide final estimate/time slots with hopefully 
little time lost in completing the work. 

Nigel and his family’s move to Ardrossan from Glasgow can’t come quick enough for them and we are 
equally delighted that at last this will happen. 

South Beach House
South Beach House is ticking along fine, we have opened again to visitors and 
one family member can visit once a week and this has been taken up greatly as 
you can imagine. Families are glad to see their loved ones again and residents 
are delighted to have visits 

Easter is on our agenda, and like last year will be a little different, but the Easter  
bunny will visit.

Hopefully as the weather begins to heat up and spring comes along we might get 
back to some normality and even get the garden tidied for residents and visitors to 
enjoy.

Margaret Cassidy
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Jean Rainey, TreasurerTreasurer’s Report

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Don’t forget you can raise extra funds for the church at Amazon Smile and at no 
extra cost to yourself and also on Easyfundraising.org.uk

Help us raise FREE 
funds for 

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk

4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when 
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app 

Over £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causesOver £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causes2 million users

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church

The balances of Accounts as at 28th March 2021 
were as follows: 

General Account £19,685.78. 

Fabric Account £13,104 of which £10,000 is  
earmarked for the sound system. 

The cottage account now stands at £5,358.44. 

The amount collected by standing order, cheques 
and collection for the month of February was as  
follows: February S/O and cheques: £2,973.52 

Our Accounts up to 31st December 2020 have 
been signed off by the Kirk Session and we have 
permission from presbytery to send them on to 
OSCR.

 Our presbytery dues of £630 have been paid.

Can I just say a huge thank 
you to all the members of our 
congregation who have kept 
up with their collections and made donations 
despite all the restrictions that we are facing just 
now. It is very much appreciated and allows all 
our bills to be paid as unfortunately they still have 
to be settled. Thank you to everyone who has sent 
me cheques or their envelopes which have I have 
credited to the bank.

If anyone wishes to take out a standing order 
please contact me either by phone on 01294 
464933 or by email : treasurer@kirkgatechurch.
org.uk or use the form at the end of the magazine

Take care everyone and stay safe.  
Jean 

The Foodbank is 
still in need of vital 
donations.

For more information on the Food Bank 
website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of 
three-days’ nutritionally balanced, non-
perishable tinned and dried foods 

THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned 

spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
http://www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
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Given that restrictions on large gatherings and social events 
are going to be continuing for some time, the Kirk Session 
thought that it would be a nice gesture to provide every  
member of the congregation with a small afternoon tea, 
courtesy of the church. The afternoon tea will consist of a 
round of sandwiches, a sausage roll, a scone or piece of fruit 
bread and a couple of small cakes.

Due to the number of afternoon teas that are required, we are 
going to be splitting the delivery of them over three weeks, on 
the morning of the following dates: 

ARDROSSAN / SEAMILL – Wednesday 21st April

SALTCOATS – Wednesday 28th April

STEVENSTON / KILWINNING / IRVINE / DREGHORN – Wednesday 5th May

If you have any special dietary requirements (eg Vegetarian / Vegan / Gluten Free / 
Diabetic etc), or if you know that you won’t be available to receive the delivery, then please 
contact Margaret Cassidy on 01294 605535, mobile: 07833 348947, or by emailing her on 
m-cassidy2@sky.com BEFORE 16th APRIL. 

If we don’t hear back from you by the 16th April, we will assume that you are happy to 
have an ordinary afternoon tea and will be available to receive it on the appropriate date 
listed above. 

It would also be great that when you receive it, you maybe take some photos of yourself 
enjoying it, and send them to messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk so that we can share a 
selection of them in the church magazine.

Afternoon Tea

mailto:m-cassidy2%40sky.com?subject=
mailto:messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. 
Please keep the team up-to-date with information about 
people who need pastoral care or support at this difficult time 
for everyone. Please don’t assume they already know - they 
would rather hear several times over than not at all. The main 
contacts for Pastoral Care are: 

Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

If you would like to receive the 
Kirkgate Messenger by email 
(or know of any members who 
would like to pay the postage 
to receive a paper copy) then 
please send an email to:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.
uk and we’ll add you in to the 
mailing list for the next edition. 
Thank you.

“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and 
touch folk wherever they are.......”

Evelyn Green , pastoral care co-ordinator ,  
Nigel our minister, pastoral team and callers. 

Hello to all,

It is now a year since the Pastoral Team and volunteer callers embarked 
on a venture to “Keep Kirkgate Connected” through regular telephone 
calls, especially vital in the early days of lockdown in 2020. 

Who would have thought then we would still be living under  
restrictions a year on? 

The positive news is we have a vaccine offering hope and a solution for 
many.

A year on, our building is reopening for worship and little shoots of 
hope for some form of normality are emerging. 

The Pastoral Team and callers have been spreading the good news of the 
lovely Kirkgate afternoon tea treats being organised by Church and  
Community Team and being delivered to our homes in April. 

The talking Messenger is proving popular and is a further way of  
keeping our church family connected.

During this past year, many individuals, couples and families have 
received beautiful Kirkgate Craft Team cards to mark special occasions, 
sharing concern and love during illness and loss.

We remember and pray especially for those among us who have lost a 
loved one to Covid.

We continue to pray for all those in Kirkgate living alone, those in 
hospital and in Care and Residential Homes. 

We in Pastoral Care are indebted to the Craft Team for creating and supplying us with their wonderful 
cards, a successful collaboration between two church teams!

As ever, a sincere thank you to Nigel our minister, all in Pastoral Care and our volunteer callers for 
their continued support, time and effort in these difficult times since 2020 . 

Every blessing 
PS: Top picture is an interpretation of Jesus created by a 
6-year old who is really into the Easter story at school. 
Well done Lucy.

mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
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Keeping in touch with Kirkgate

SUNDAY SERVICES

Now that we are allowed to worship back in the church 
hall our Sunday Service at 10.30am will be available 
to watch live online, with a recording afterwards, via 
our YouTube channel and website. Go to YouTube 
and search for “Kirkgate Church” or click the link on 
the church website. Please subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (free) to get alerts on any new content.

The pre-recorded audio version of the service will still 
be available on all major podcasting sites including 
Spotify and Apple Podcasts, as well as our Twilio 
Phone Service - 01294 444201.

We continue to have WEEKLY CHAT SESSIONS on 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from 10.30am - 
11.30am via Zoom. These are informal meetings that 
anyone can join if you just want a blether with someone, 
whilst having your morning cuppa! You can join for a 
few minutes or stay for the hour - the choice is yours.

To join the Zoom meetings you can click/type this 
link (also available on the website): https://zoom.
us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtS
RVQzdz09

or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and 
entering in the following 
Meeting ID and passcode:

Meeting ID: 645 176 4317 
Passcode: 2021

You can also dial in to Zoom by 
phone if you don’t have access 
to a webcam. The number for that is 0131 460 1196 
(calls charged at your usual rate for UK landline numbers 
- often free depending on your telephone service 
provider)

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE

Usage of the Twilio phone service (01294 444201) has 
remained low in recent weeks. Please remind anyone 
who maybe doesn’t have access to the internet that 
this service is available to them. The number is a local 
rate number - so depending on your phone provider it 
may be free for you to listen to it, or at worst, it will be a 
minimal local rate charge. 

You will hear a short menu which now has three 
options: Press 1 to listen to the weekly Sunday Service, 
Press 2 to listen to the latest Kirkgate: By Request 
programme or Press 3 to listen to the audiobook version 
of the Kirkgate Messenger. 

KIRKGATE: BY REQUEST

The April 
edition will 
be broadcast 
at 7pm on 
Sunday 4th 
April (Easter 
Sunday) via 
the website, 
podcasting 
sites and 
the Twilio phone service. Send your 
requests or dedications for the next 
programme, will be broadcast on 
Easter Sunday, to Stuart McMahon at 
requests@kirkgatechurch.org.uk, or 
phone 01294 603848 before Sunday 
25th April.

KIRKGATE MESSENGER

This edition of the Messenger has 
been posted out to all the members 
who have requested it, and is available 
as a download on the Church website. 
If you would like a postal copy, we are 
asking for a small donation of £9/year 
to cover the cost of postage. Contact 
Elizabeth McMahon (messenger@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk) to be added 
to the distribution list. We have also 
created an audio ‘talking newspaper’ 
version of the magazine which is now 
available to listen to via the website, 
podcasting sites and the Twilio phone 
service. We also thank our advertisers 
for continuing to support the church 
during these challenging times.

Church website:  
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Our Youtube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://www.zoom.us
mailto:requests%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
https://www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ


14

Update on Groups 
Craft TeamSafeguarding

Church and Community 

As we have heard on the news 
lockdown may start to ease up 
a little and we might be able to 
look to some normality come 
the end of the summer.

To that end it would be good 
to plan for an outdoor service around the 
beginning of August so if you have any ideas 
on how we can reach out to the community 
then we would like you to share them with us. 
We welcome any ideas for other events which 
we might be able to stage outdoors or in the 
hall given lifted restriction later in the autumn.

I know its had to think at this time of possible 
ventures when we are not sure how things will 
pan out, but as a church we should try to think 
forward and plan for our future. 

In the meantime as a treat from the church we 
have organised an afternoon tea to be  
delivered free to you. See the separate 
article with fuller details of when and any 
requirements you might require.

Till we can meet again 
Margaret Cassidy

Business is booming for 
the group. 

Our doorstep delivery  
service has proved  
popular and it’s been a 
nice way to catch up with 
people. 

Notelet sales have really 
taken off and we’ve got 
a new selection ready. 
They’re sold in packs of 6  
notelets and envelopes for £2. Two different designs 
in each pack. We are still happy to take orders for 
special cards, which can be personalised and the 
wording of the verse can be of your choice. 

Just phone or speak to any member of the team to  
order. We are again so grateful for your support and 
are able because of that support to donate another 
£400 to Church Funds this month. 

We wish Nigel, Savior, Dee, Dylan and all our Church 
family blessings at Easter. 

Jean, Jennifer, Carol, Solveig, Anne, Phyllis, Christine.

The Presbytery 
safeguarding team has 
been busy organising 
Zoom meetings for 
different groups, to be carried out between 
now and June. 

These are all now booked up. Anyone who 
has not yet been able to attend a meeting will 
have the opportunity to do so in the Autumn.                                                      

Thank you to all those who participated on the 
20th. The meeting seems to have been very 
successful and 12 of you took part.  
Several people have said that they found it 
very useful.  

Thank you once again.                                      
Christine Ewing and Elizabeth Howie

Knitted Poppy Appeal

Poppy Pattern
You will need:

Size 3.75 needles red double knitting wool 
Cast on 70 stitches   
Knit Garter stitch for  
8 rows

Change to black wool 
Knit 2 together across  
row 3 times

Cut yarn Thread through  
Pull up Sew up seam

It’s amazing how time flies and it won’t be long until 
we need to start renovating the poppy memorial fall 
in time for November, so I am looking forward to 
seeing all your beautifully knitted poppies soon. If 
you want me to pick them up please just give me a 
ring.

Fiona – Tel: 01294 462504 
Many thanks, Fiona Liddell
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For your Amusement..........
Find 11 things that are different
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Keeping Connected - Cont’d

 
The North Ayrshire team have been continuing to support groups on line for anyone to join.  

Our own Mary Stewart takes the 2 music ones so it would be great to see any familiar faces on the 
screen. It’s really just a sing a long with a music quiz (name that tune).
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya
Flat 2/1, 6 Westwood Road 
Glasgow G43 1DS

Tel: 0141 586 0904  
Mob: 07566 278132

NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care See magazine article for contact details 

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Moira Cooper
1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan 
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor /  
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Jean Hay
18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS 

01294 469986

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinator: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Moira Cooper; Mrs Jennifer Fox;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon.
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;  
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;  
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.  
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;  
Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mrs Moira Cooper.
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong.

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

The Life & Work website 
is regularly updated with 
news and articles from 
around the country:

 www.lifeandwork.org

We are looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communications, Church & Community, and 
Finance Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more information.



 

   

 

 
 
STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
To: The Manager 
Bank name: 
Bank address: 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pay: The Royal Bank of Scotland  
Irvine (D) Branch 
69 High Street 
Irvine 
KA12 0AL  

For the credit of: Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
 Account Number 00277208 

Sort Code 83-27-02 
The sum of (in numbers 
and words): 

 

Commencing on the         day of                       in the year            and thereafter 
every month/year until cancelled by me in writing and debit my account 
accordingly:- 

Account name to be 
debited: 

 

Account number:  
Sort code:   
Details to be quoted on 
Payment advice to Royal 
Bank of Scotland 

 
 

  
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ______________________ 
 

Registered Scottish Charity SC023003 
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA 
Tel: 01294 472001 (answering machine) 
Email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk 



Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services


