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A Thought from the Minister
Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Dear Kirkgate Family,

As Easter approaches, I pray that you will know the reality of Christ’s 
love for us, shown on the cross. As I write this pastoral letter, it is almost 
three months since I started at Kirkgate; praise God for this journey, and 
the constant love and support I receive in my ministry. In these difficult 
times, God understands the challenges we face. This Lent, He invites us to 
experience divine love and mercy as He accompanies us in our struggles. 
Since God is patient with us; ought we not be more patient with others and 
ourselves? I invite you all to think about the work of the Spirit in our lives. Our 
denomination keeps getting smaller in our eyes as we sit back and relax, could 
we not do something? Perhaps, instead of asking, ‘What will I give up during 
this time of lent?’ how about thinking about ‘Lent with New Eyes’? 

Lent is the period preceding Easter, when Christians devote themselves to fasting, abstinence, and 
penitence in commemoration of Christ’s fasting in the wilderness. It is a time of self-examination and 
reflection on one’s relationship with God. This is a great idea as fasting has always been an important 
tradition of Lent. Many people try to give up something that they really like, or to volunteer and give off 
themselves for others, as a way of being more disciplined for Lent. 

This Lent I do not feel called to give up something and certainly not to add anything to an already full 
plate. Henry David Thoreau, encouraging people to observe opportunities in nature, experiences, and 
the images of people in the universe, wrote: ‘The question is not what you look at, but what you see.’ He 
encouraged me, rather than giving something up, to do what I am already doing, but with new eyes; to 
live and awaken myself with new intent this Lent. He has encouraged me to look with curious eyes and a 
magnifying glass at what is there already that I have always walked past; new eyes with a looking glass to 
notice all that I am overlooking, that would change the way I look at other people I see every day. 

But, what does it mean to approach the repentant season of Lent in a time of global pandemic? A time in 
which nearly everybody has experienced involuntary self-denial ranging from the prohibition of travel 
and leisure activities to imposed distance from loved ones and family members, including the tragedy of 
not being with loved ones in person as they left this world at the end of life?

This Lent I pray for new eyes that will help us to move from the traditional way of seeking benefits – 
‘What do I gain?’ This question, ‘What do I get out of it?’ is a question most of us ask often. The teenager 
expecting a large allowance for doing his or her chores would ask the same question. An unfulfilled 
spouse asks of her marriage, ‘What do I get out of it?’ The entrepreneurial woman inquires when 
considering business ventures, ‘What do I get out of it?’ Many of us ask this question when deciding 
whether to participate, invest, give, or spend energy or time.

Maybe this Lent is the perfect time to practice paying attention to God’s presence in our lives and 
focusing on how we might better communicate with God, which is to say striving to pray better. Perhaps 
this year lent could be a season of simple rejuvenation. This 
is when we go beyond the usual of ‘giving up something’ but 
rather taking time to be with God.

I close by encouraging you to do an introspection into your 
own life. Ask yourself how you would see the same things 
with new eyes. Perhaps aim at nourishing others more than 
yourself. Prior to his ascension, Jesus said, ‘You shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you 
shall be my witnesses …’ (Acts 1:8). Carefully consider the 
powerful words of 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18, which tell us to 
‘rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks in all 
circumstances’. 

Nigel Chikanya

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
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Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk Church Register

FUNERAL:
“In my father’s house are many mansions”

TBA   Mr John Campbell, Hunter Avenue, 
Ardrossan

TBA   Miss Alice Biggins, Arran View Care 
Home, Saltcoats  
formerly of Halkett Place, Saltcoats 

From the Editor

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’  

Many thanks to everyone who agreed to pay 
£9 for the postage to have nine issues of the 
magazine delivered to your door around the 
first Sunday of every month. We don’t usually 
print July, August and January. The service so 
far has resulted in 35 magazines being printed, 
so if you feel you would like a printed copy 
there is still time please Tel. 464428 and I will 
make arrangements for you. Between those 
copies being delivered, the ones receiving by 
email, along with the church phone service and 
the website we are covering most, if not all of 
the congregation. The next deadline date for 
contibutions is Palm Sunday 28th March at the 
very latest please.
 
You’ll find lots of other information to keep our 
church family informed on the website and 
If you have any interesting news or heard of 
any special events like 
birthdays or anniversaries 
to share please feel free 
to email me at elizabeth.
mcmahon@talktalk.net 
or send a written copy if 
you don’t use a computer. 

Prayer Group
We are starting the monthly prayer group after the Sunday zoom service, 
and it will be held the first Sunday of every month starting on 7th March. 
We hope as many of you will stay and join us. If you would like a prayer 
said for someone or anything else then please do contact me Margaret 
Cassidy Tel: 01294 605535, mobile 07833 348947 or m-cassidy2@sky.com 

Margaret Cassidy

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
mailto:m-cassidy2%40sky.com?subject=
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Prayer Page Alison Buick

PRISONERS OF FAITH

Liberating God we pray for all who are in prison because their faith and 
obedience caused them to be dragged before magistrates and judges and made 
them hated by government ministers and presidents for your sake.

We pray for those women and men with no freedom to choose in isolation, longing 
for company overcrowded, desperate for solitude in freezing camps, with fantasies 
of the sun in heat-baked compounds, dreaming of cool shades.

We pray for them as they suffer ill-health from monotonous and inadequate food, 
lack of exercise, fresh air and medical care,numbing boredom, short of books and paper with no sense 
of time, no news, few letters or visitors – the unnatural community of prisoners and guards. The  
savagery of pain and torture, anxieties about family and friends, suspicions of spies: did brother betray 
brother?

God, help them all, particularly when they feel most alone believing that even you have forgotten them.

We pray with confidence for you suffered with them in Jesus whose family thought he was mad, whose 
friends betrayed and denied him, who was whipped by guards and who believed even you had deserted 
him.

God bless all those who are in prison for your sake. Help them to be free even though in a cell and save 
them from the brutal execution which was the way out from captivity endured by Jesus.

Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook

WHEN I DRIFT LORD

When things start to go wrong Lord don’t let it last too long. 

And when I think I’ll go astray don’t let me drift from my faith. 

If someone doesn’t seem to understand Lord help me so that I won’t demand. 

Open my eyes and help me to see just maybe the reason is me. 

Lord if someone says that we’re losing touch if it’s someone I love very much, 

with a gentle whisper give me a lift. 

Lord please help me if I start to drift.

Esther Lorenz



Whilst the government has issued a roadmap for the  
easing of lockdown restrictions, at present it is still unclear 
as to when we will be able to reopen the church for  
Sunday Services. As such, our Easter services will all be 
held online via Zoom / YouTube - joining details are on 
page 13 and on the website. 

On Sunday 21st March, we will incorporate an act of Communion and everyone is invited to have some 
bread and a small glass of wine or juice available to take part in the service. Communion will also be 
celebrated during the Thursday Holy Week service.

Throughout Holy Week we will be holding daily services via Zoom with some contributions by a couple 
of Nigel’s friends. 

Palm Sunday 28th March, 10.30am - Rev. Nigel Chikanya 
Monday 29th March, 7.00pm - Rev E. Gaunt (South Africa) 
Tuesday 30th March, 7.00pm - Andrew Bruce
Wednesday 31st March, 7.00pm - Pastor Ben Lee (USA)
Thursday 1st April, 7.00pm - Rev Nigel Chikanya - Communion 
Friday 2nd April, 10.30am - Rev Nigel Chikanya & Andrew Bruce 
Easter Sunday, 4th April, 10.30am - Rev Nigel Chikanya

Easter in Kirkgate

15

Now that Spring is approaching, and the days are getting longer it is good 
to be out and about. We live in a lovely part of Ayrshire, and if you enjoy a 
nice walk in Saltcoats, and like to see colour and the joy of spring flowers 
then – take a walk by Kirkgate Church. The garden area is a riot of purple 
and yellow, thanks to the crocuses and the daffodils.

The gardening  ‘girls’ willingly gave their time 
last year and enjoyed spending it in planting 
approximately 300 daffodil bulbs, and spreading the 
crocus bulbs around the earth. The result is a joy to 
see after such a long dark time for so many in the 
local area. They bring with them the promise that the 
darkness is lifting (if we all abide by the rules). We 
thank the ‘girls’ for their few days of back breaking 
effort that has brought joy to all who pass Kirkgate –  
and that is truly something we can be thankful for. 

Kirkgate Gardens
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We continue to meet monthly to look at the work of the church locally and further afield.  
These meetings are virtual and the reports are read and agreed in line with normal business.

Presbytery didn’t meet in January and as the magazine goes to print before the February 
meeting on 2nd March the minutes have not yet been approved. However here are a few notes 
from the December meeting.

The moderator introduced Rev Nigel Chikanya into presbytery as Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate 
Church’s new minister and  we all wished Nigel well.

Due to vacancies in the presbytery the following was announced:

Mr Brian Murray has taken up the post as Locum at Saltcoats North Parish Church.

Rev Marion Howie has taken the locum post at Ardrossan Park Church.

The appointment of Mr Ian Brown to attest the Presbytery Minute book.

Appointment of Mrs Jean Hunter as Interim Moderator for Kilmory interlinked with Lamlash on a short 
term basis. 

Some training is required throughout presbytery on safeguarding and these are being arranged

The Church and Society committee commended the invaluable work by many congregations and 
individuals who both continue and find new ways to support our neighbours at home and abroad 
during these times.

The Property Committee approved the expenditure to complete the 2nd phase of work in Ardrossan and 
Saltcoats Kirkgate Church.

Presbytery Report Margaret Cassidy, Presbytery Elder

World Day of Prayer Scotland Friday 5th March 2021 Scottish Charity No.SC 020446

Build on a Strong Foundation - Written by the women of Vanuatu

By the time most of you read this magazine the World Day of Prayer will have taken place. 
However it is hoped that some of you accessed the Zoom meetings organised by the Scottish 
Committee in Edinburgh as advertised in last month’s magazine. 
The main text used was Matthew  7: 24-27 “Build on a strong foundation”
Please continue to pray for the people of Vanuata as they cope with the aftermath of 
Category-5 Cyclone Harold which devasted the islands in April 2020. Recovery and 
rebuilding is an immense challenge.
Donate by making a simple  Sock or Apron and inserting the appropriate poem shown below. Every amount 
raised will be used well in making the 2022 International Meeting a wonderful experience. 

This neat little apron is sent 

to you and this is what you’re 

asked to do it has little pocket 

you can see for a special 

purpose it’s meant to be!

Now measure your waistline inch by inch 

(and see that the measure does not pinch!) 

Next, for each inch, a ten pence count 

and place in the pocket this amount.

The game is fair, you must admit 

you waist the money, we pocket it! 

And the treasure your pockets so freely pay 

will help our cause in the very best way.

JANUARY brings the snow; 5p in the sock’s toe. 

FEBRUARY brings the rain; 10p in the toe again.  

MARCH brings breezes loud and shrill;15p makes the sock fill. 

APRIL brings the primrose sweet; 20p goes in the sock feet. 

MAY sees dew that brings us beauty; 30p for the savings booty. 

JUNE brings tulips, lilies, roses; 40p ere this month closes. 

JULY brings trips to loch and shore; our little sock needs 50p more. 

AUGUST brings the summer sun; 60p before it’s done. 

SEPTEMBER brings the golden grain; add 70p to ease the pain. 

OCTOBER brings the Autumn glow; 80p in the swock you throw. 

NOVEMBER brings us fog and frost; 90p in the sock is tossed. 

Now a £1 coin our wee sock fills for December and Christmas thrills.
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Kirk Session Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

We are pleased that our Zoom services are growing in popularity, and we now have 
a variety of members involved in these, with different people leading the opening 
prayer and reading the scriptures. It is lovely to see the videos which Stuart puts  
together to accompany our singing, and great to have the words on the screen so that 
we can sing along. If you haven’t tried joining us yet I would suggest that you do – 
there is a time for chat before and after the service. I do appreciate that not everyone 
is able to join online, and for that reason we are continuing to provide recordings of 
the service which can be accessed via the internet or the phone service. We will also 
be introducing a short time of prayer following the service on the first Sunday of each month, so if you 
have any requests for prayer please let myself or Margaret Cassidy know.

This year it will unfortunately not be possible to have joint services during Holy Week (week 
commencing Monday 29th March), but there will be a service on Zoom each day of the week, and you 
will find details about this elsewhere in the magazine.

We are having a Communion service on Sunday 21st March, so please make sure that you have your 
bread and wine/juice ready for this if you are able to join us.

If you have walked or driven past the Church recently you will have noticed the lovely display of 
crocuses and daffodils, and our thanks go to all who were involved in planting these.

We are pleased to be able to report that all of our paperwork connected to the Church has been attested 
and returned to us. Although this happens every year it was a little more difficult this year because 
we were not allowed to meet. Jean, our treasurer, has sent the accounts off to the accountants and is 
praying that they too will be fine! Many of our volunteers and Elders require to undergo some refresher 
training in Safeguarding procedures, and you will also find details of this elsewhere in the magazine.

Hopefully there are brighter times ahead of us, but we have to wait and see what the politicians and 
the statistics tell us. In the meantime please keep safe and well, and pray that it won’t be too long until 
things start to improve.

Funders’ Report Jean Rainey & Mima McSwan

Nigel recently received a document from the new Grants Manager at 121 – 
Mr David Williams. This was passed on to Jean/Vivien and the Kirk Session, 
encouraging members to look at the possibility of making use of the offer of a 
grant to further some work at Kirkgate.

A small team volunteered to take this on board. We met a few days later by Zoom,  
and by that time the team had ideas as to what we could possibly apply for. Each item that we have 
noted will, if we are fortunate enough, to receive a grant be of benefit to Kirkgate. We obtained estimates 
from the various contractors, completed the form and forwarded it to the funders. 

We may be fortunate enough to receive all of what we have applied for, or failing that, we will be grateful 
to have a % of our wishes granted, which will allow us to improve some part of our buildings.

We will keep you in touch with progress.

Out of the Mouths of Babes 
One particular four-year old prayed,  

"And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets."
A little boy was overhead praying: 

"Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't worry about it. I'm having a real good time like I am.” 
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Property Report Mima McSwan

Phase 2

As I said in the last issue of Messenger, we 
expected our application for the upgrading 
of the sanctuary to be discussed by the Fabric 
Committee of the General Trustees in early 
February. This did not happen as our application 
was not on the Fabric Committee agenda for that 
day. That was a very disappointing response for 
us - as Kirkgate has waited so long to progress this 
work, and to return to the sanctuary for worship.

I believe that it will be on the Agenda for the 
forthcoming meeting in early March, and we pray 
for a positive response this time. 

We are also grateful to our Project Manager and 
the contractors who have had to contend with all 
our ups and downs – they accept it all with good 
grace.

The Manse

No change to the present situation. The tenants 
have only another 5 weeks before they require to 
leave the manse. 

General Property Issues

The heavy rain over the past weeks/months 
have taken their toll on the flat roof. The roofing 
company have been in to inspect the damage, as 
we are having water ingress in three areas of the 
building. As an interim, they have cleared all the 
moss that was lying on the flat roof which only 
encourages dampness to remain and eventually 
seep through. Having just received the estimates 
for the proposed work, they will be discussed by 
the Property Committee and a decision taken. 

Once that work has 
been approved and 
completed then that 
should complete all 
the roof requirements 
recommended by the  
Quinquennial 
Visitation Surveyor. 

Fire Safety Webinar

As the acting Property 
Convener for Kirkgate 
I received an invitation to an online course on 
the Introduction to Fire Safety Management. 
It was run by Mr Robert Speedie, Fire Safety 
Advisor to the General Trustees. It was a very good 
introduction to the topic. The aim was to make 
people aware as to how easily a fire could start, 
and what precaution should be taken along with 
necessary procedures that were required to be in 
place – not just for members but for all who use 
our premises.

The main point was that buildings should be clear 
of any items that could contribute to a fire. We 
have already been informed by CARTA that we 
have far too many pieces of  
furniture and items about 
the buildings that could 
contribute to a fire – so we 
really have no option but 
to deal with that matter as 
soon as possible. 
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Book Review
Where is God when it hurts? by Philip Yancey

I was lying on the hospital bed, having been told that the doctors could not hear 
the heartbeat of our baby. Tears started rolling and l asked myself, where is God? 
I asked God many questions and felt like God never gave me answers. A friend 
of mine brought this amazing book for me to read whilst I was recuperating. The 
title of the book was ‘Where is God when it hurts?’ 

Pain, hurt or loss are not things that we can easily get used to. After reading this book some questions 
I had on pain and hurt were answered. I began to appreciate pain. The author had experience with 
people suffering from leprosy. These people apparently cannot feel pain, hence they are exposed to 
many diseases and accidents. That in itself gave me a wakeup call. I realized that pain is actually a gift 
and I should embrace it with joy. This might sound funny but in reading this book one understands 
where I am coming from. Waking up with a headache, for instance, is a blessing because I know where 
the pain is coming from. People with leprosy unfortunately do not feel any pain, and instead of being 
aware of what is happening to their body they may injure themselves more. 

Why is there such a thing as pain? Is it a message from God? How can we cope with pain? How does 
our faith help? These are some of the questions tackled in the book and, although I was grieving, these 
questions gave me a different view on pain altogether. He answered these questions using another 
question, which is, ‘Where is the church when it hurts?’ He suggested that we as a church form the front 
line of God’s response to the suffering world. Not only was I revived by this book, but I realised that I 
have a mission, which is to reach out to those who are hurting.

I know 2020 and 2021 have not been easy for most of us. This book could bring a different insight to 
your thinking and perspective on pain and disappointments especially with God. I can only advise and 
recommend that you read this book.

Rufaro Savior Chikanya

Our thanks to Savior for this new article to the magazine. We look forward to more reviews in the future.

Life & Work: In the March edition...... 
‘Where God’s Taking Us’ 
Thomas Baldwin explores some of the connections be-
tween faith and Scottish traditional music, speaking to 
members of Tide Lines, Skerryvore and Celtic Worship

The Golden Thread 
Jackie Macadam meets Ruth Harvey, new Leader of 
the Iona Community

Lent Reflections 
Continuing the series of reflections for each week in 
Lent

A Serving of Daily Bread 
The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair explains why not all habits 
are bad ones

The Healing Cross 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the healing  
power of Lent

Epiphany on the Capitol 
Ruth Harvey explains why 
the Psalms can hold the 
answers in times of  
uncertainty

Standing on the Giants of 
Faith 
The Very Rev Dr John 
Chalmers explains why 
those whose stories are 
remembered should  
encourage and inspire 
today

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive 
features, including Coronavirus Diaries from Church 
of Scotland mission partners across the world. 
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Jean Rainey, TreasurerTreasurer’s Report

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Don’t forget you can raise 
extra funds for the church at 
Amazon Smile and at no extra 
cost to yourself and also on 
Easyfundraising.org.uk

Help us raise FREE 
funds for 

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk

4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when 
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app 

Over £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causesOver £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causes2 million users

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church

The balances of Accounts as at 28th February 2021 
were as follows: 

General Account £25,021. 

Fabric Account £15,097 of which £10,000 is ear-
marked for the sound system. 

The organ account now stands at £2,335. 

The amount collected by standing order, cheques 
and collection for the month of January was as  
follows: S/o and cheques £2,817.52 Collection 
through plate £829

The accountants are still working on the accounts 
but I hope that they will be able to be signed off at 
our next Session meeting.

Can I just say a huge thank 
you to all the members of our 
congregation who have kept up 
with their collections and made donations despite 
all the restrictions that we are facing just now. It 
is very much appreciated and allows all our bills 
to be paid as unfortunately they still have to be 
settled. Thank you to everyone who has sent me 
cheques or their envelopes which I have credited 
to the bank.

If anyone wishes to take out a standing order 
please contact me either by phone on 01294 
464933 or by email : treasurer@kirkgatechurch.
org.uk 

Take care everyone and stay safe. 
Jean

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. 
Please keep the team up-to-date with information about 
people who need pastoral care or support at this difficult time 
for everyone. Please don’t assume they already know - they 
would rather hear several times over than not at all. The main 
contacts for Pastoral Care are: 

Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

If you would like to receive the 
Kirkgate Messenger by email 
(or know of any members who 
would like to pay the postage 
to receive a paper copy) then 
please send an email to:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.
uk and we’ll add you in to the 
mailing list for the next edition. 
Thank you.

“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and 
touch folk wherever they are.......”

Evelyn Green , pastoral care co-ordinator , 
pastoral team and callers. 

Hello to all.

The Pastoral Team and callers have been busy with their 
regular calls and we’re pleased to report very positive 
feedback from those receiving their copy of Messenger 
by post. This new venture further helps to keep Kirkgate 
connected as does the introduction of a talking Messenger 
also introduced last month which can be heard by dialing the 
church’s special number and listening for option 3. 

Many of us have had our first Covid vaccinations and this has 
been a huge topic of conversation and a spark of light & hope 
at the end of a dark time for us all. 

During the months of January & February, some of our 
members have been admitted to hospital and sadly we have 
lost two members this month also.

As ever we pray for those folks and their families, also for 
those in Care and Residential Homes. 

Sunnyside Nursery has very kindly donated and delivered 
floral arrangements on behalf of Sunnyside and Kirkgate to 
our local Care and Residential Homes where some of our 
Kirkgate family reside. 

We thank Jacqui, Terry & their team for their continued 
kindness to us and we’re sure the flowers will be enjoyed by 
staff and residents alike, bringing a welcome burst of Spring 
colour and cheer. 

Thank you to all in Pastoral Care and our Callers for their time 
and effort in maintaining contact with those on their lists and 
for support from Nigel our minister.

Every blessing,

mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
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Keeping in touch with Kirkgate

SUNDAY SERVICES

Our Sunday Service at 10.30am is now being 
broadcast live using Zoom, with the feed also available 
via our YouTube channel. A recording of the service 
will be available to watch on the website and YouTube 
shortly afterwards. 

A pre-recorded version of the service is still available as 
a podcast via Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Anchor FM and 
Google Podcasts amongst others (search for “Kirkgate 
Church”), as well as being available via our Twilio 
Phone Service - 01294 444201.

We have also started up WEEKLY CHAT SESSIONS 
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from 10.30am 
- 11.30am. These are informal meetings that anyone 
can join if you just want a blether with someone, whilst 
having your morning cuppa! You can join for a few 
minutes or stay for the hour - the choice is yours.

To join any of the Zoom meetings you can click/type 
this link (also available on the website): https://zoom.
us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtS
RVQzdz09

or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and 
entering in the following Meeting ID and passcode:

Meeting ID: 645 176 4317 
Passcode: 2021

You can also dial in to Zoom by 
phone if you don’t have access 
to a webcam. The number for 
that is 0131 460 1196 (calls 
charged at your usual rate for UK landline numbers - 
often free depending on your telephone service provider)

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE

Usage of the Twilio phone service (01294 444201) has 
declined in recent weeks. Please remind anyone who 
maybe doesn’t have access to the internet that this 
service is available to them. The number is a local rate 
number - so depending on your phone provider it may 
be free for you to listen to it, or at worst, it will be a 
minimal local rate charge. 

You will hear a short menu which now has three 
options: Press 1 to listen to the weekly Sunday Service, 
Press 2 to listen to the latest Kirkgate: By Request 
programme or Press 3 to listen to the new audiobook 
version of the Kirkgate Messenger. 

KIRKGATE: BY REQUEST

The March 
edition will 
be broadcast 
at 7pm on 
Sunday 7th 
March via 
the website, 
podcasting 
sites and 
the Twilio 
phone service. Send your requests or 
dedications for the next programme, 
will be broadcast on Easter Sunday, 
to Stuart McMahon at requests@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk, or phone 01294 
603848 before Sunday 28th March.

KIRKGATE MESSENGER

This edition of the Messenger has 
been posted out to all the members 
who have requested it, and is available 
as a download on the Church website. 
If you would like a postal copy, we are 
asking for a small donation of £9/year 
to cover the cost of postage. Contact 
Elizabeth McMahon (messenger@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk) to be added 
to the distribution list. We have also 
created an audio ‘talking newspaper’ 
version of the magazine which is now 
available to listen to via the website, 
podcasting sites and the Twilio phone 
service. We also thank our advertisers 
for continuing to support the church 
during these challenging times.

Church website:  
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Youtube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtSRVQzdz09
https://www.zoom.us
mailto:requests%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:requests%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
https://www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ
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Keeping Connected - Cont’d

 
The North Ayrshire team have been continuing to support groups on line for anyone to join.  

Our own Mary Stewart takes the 2 music ones so it would be great to see any familiar faces on the 
screen. It’s really just a sing a long with a music quiz (name that tune).
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya
Flat 2/1, 6 Westwood Road 
Glasgow G43 1DS

Tel: 0141 586 0904  
Mob: 07566 278132

NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care See magazine article for contact details 

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Moira Cooper
1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan 
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor /  
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Jean Hay
18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS 

01294 469986

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinator: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Moira Cooper; Mrs Jennifer Fox;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon.
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;  
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;  
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.  
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;  
Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mrs Moira Cooper.
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong.

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

The Life & Work website 
is regularly updated with 
news and articles from 
around the country:

 www.lifeandwork.org

We are looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communications, Church & Community, and 
Finance Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more information.
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Update on Groups

Knitted Poppy Appeal

New Poppy Pattern
You will need:

Size 3.75 needles red double knitting wool 
Cast on 70 stitches   
Knit Garter stitch for  
8 rows

Change to black wool 
Knit 2 together across  
row 3 times

Cut yarn  
Thread through   
Pull up Sew up seam

The Foodbank is 
still in need of vital 
donations.

For more information on the Food Bank 
website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of 
three-days’ nutritionally balanced, non-
perishable tinned and dried foods 

THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned 

spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

South Beach  
House
We are all safe and well,  
just living a different kind 
of life and living to what we 
had nearly a year ago now, smaller amounts of 
people in lounges and dining rooms, no mixing in 
bedrooms, no ball games, jigsaw etc, but there are 
still many activities on going and the residents are 
enjoying them.

We are preparing for opening once again to our  
relatives and friends, just waiting on the powers 
that be to say we can have visitors back in the 
house – of course things will not be as before, we 
all need to wear face masks, aprons, gloves etc 
and have a test before entry but hopefully this will 
happen soon.

Easter will be our next celebration so we are 
thinking of things to do over the Easter period. 

We will be starting our garden tidying soon and 
are hopeful that we can get out the back garden by 
Easter time. 

Maureen Grier, our manager, now has a new  
deputy – Nathan Gilmour. He comes from 
Cumnock and started middle of February, so we 
are all looking forward to working with him.

There are also a few other new faces about the 
house that you will meet when you are allowed to 
visit.    
Take care, Margaret Cassidy

I have received a message from Dorothy Granger. 
Her friend Jill is a chaplain at Barlinnie Prison 
and she is hoping to make a poppy memorial for 
remembrance, and is looking for knitters to help. 
Whilst I know many of our members are knitting 
poppies for ourselves in Kirkgate, hopefully some 
may have some spare time and wool to help Jill 
out. More information is available from  
Fiona – Tel: 01294 462504
Many thanks, Fiona Liddell

Church and Community 

We are a small group trying to 
come together and see what we 
can arrange for our church and  
surrounding area whilst still in 
this lockdown.

It is not easy as everywhere is 
closed but hopefully over the 
next couple of months you will here from us and 
will be able to join with us soon.

If you would like to be part of our group please 
feel free to get in touch with me.

Margaret Cassidy

http://www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
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Update on Groups - Cont’d
Craft Team

Another month has passed already, Spring is here 
and there are signs of new growth all around.  Days 
are getting longer and the sun has a bit of warmth.  

But sadly we still can’t meet together for lunch yet.  
Behind the scenes we are planning and preparing 
for our return and carrying out alterations to meet 
the post-Covid regulations.  We hope and pray that it 
won’t be much longer until we can meet again.

Preparations for the Saltcoats Food Larder are 
moving forward and hopefully next month I will have 
more information about that too. 
Keep Safe Everyone.

With love,  
Pam Martin

The team have been 
kept busy during this 
second lockdown. 
Good to have 
something to while 
away the time – it’s so 
easy to lose a few hours 
when you’re engrossed 
with lots of bits of paper 
and glue!! 

The end result is a box of Easter Cards ready to be 
dropped off at anyone who would like to choose from 
a variety of designs in the comfort of their own home. 
Just phone Jean Hay on 01294 469986 and she’ll 
arrange delivery and collection at a time that suits 
you. 

We’ve recently been asked for notelets, as they seem 
to be hard to get in the supermarkets. Our new  
addition of packs of 6 notelets, either white or mixed 
colours with a small design on the front, are now 
available for £2 per pack. Keep safe and enjoy the 
signs of Spring all around.  

Carol, Anne, Jennifer, Solveig, Phyllis, 
Jean and Christine.

Chair Aerobics
Some weeks 
ago the group 
were very sad 
to here that Mrs 
Margaret Martin 
had passed 
away. She was 
one of our most long standing  
members and will be much missed . Our  
condolences were sent to her family at this 
sad time. 

KA Leisure have continued to work with the 
community advertising MOVE GB physical 
activity which is available to all throughout 
lockdown. 

The members of our group who did Zoom 
classes have continued to exercise in their 
own different ways including regular walks 
organised by KA. Hopefully we will be back 
together before too long. 

As Spring approaches and the days brighten 
we hope that everyone will feel encouraged 
to exercise more and take the opportunity to 
enjoy the better weather.

Christine Ewing

Safeguarding
As most of Kirkgate’s  
volunteers should be 
aware, the Church of 
Scotland’s safeguarding 
service is very involved 
in making sure that all volunteers are trained 
or have refreshment training. This involves 
most of our group due to a new 3-year rule for 
refresher training and several of us have not  
yet done the basic training. 

A Zoom date has been arranged for Thursday 
18th March 7.30-9.30pm. Due to lockdown we 
decided an evening meeting would be most 
acceptable. We will be contacting all those 
involved to organise zoom links etc and to find 
out any problems as soon as possible. Please 
contact one of us if you have any questions 
meanwhile.

Christine Ewing & Elizabeth Howie



 

   

 

 
 
STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
To: The Manager 
Bank name: 
Bank address: 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pay: The Royal Bank of Scotland  
Irvine (D) Branch 
69 High Street 
Irvine 
KA12 0AL  

For the credit of: Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
 Account Number 00277208 

Sort Code 83-27-02 
The sum of (in numbers 
and words): 

 

Commencing on the         day of                       in the year            and thereafter 
every month/year until cancelled by me in writing and debit my account 
accordingly:- 

Account name to be 
debited: 

 

Account number:  
Sort code:   
Details to be quoted on 
Payment advice to Royal 
Bank of Scotland 

 
 

  
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ______________________ 
 

Registered Scottish Charity SC023003 
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA 
Tel: 01294 472001 (answering machine) 
Email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk 



Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services


