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A Thought from the Minister
Dear Friends,
At the outset, may I take this opportunity to wish
you and yours a very blessed and prosperous
New Year! As 2021 begins we find ourselves in
lockdown again. Yet this time there is a light at
the end of the tunnel, with vaccines authorised
for use in the United Kingdom. Our hope remains
in Christ, and we hope for normality at the
appropriate time.
I must confess that we are in difficult times, and
each day we are challenged to change. Some
people like it. Others can’t stand it. Yet, God calls
His people to follow Him, wherever He might lead
them. For following God is more than celebrating
Christmas. It is a whole year of discipline. The
question is, what will God ask of us, here at
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Kirkgate Parish Church,
during 2021?
Personally, I am excited
and keen to see what
2021 has in store for us as
a church family. Will you
join me in anticipating
a journey of change as
we receive grace upon
grace? You may be a
regular at Kirkgate or
you might not have been
across the doorstep in a
while; that does not matter. For God is calling each
one of us to be a part of His continuing story.

As I contemplated writing for this February issue,
God’s words in Isaiah 43 verses 16–21 resonated well with me. In this piece God says,
Long ago the Lord made a road through the sea, a path through the swirling waters.
He led a mighty army to destruction, an army of chariots and horses. Down they fell,
never to rise, snuffed out like the flame of a lamp! 18 But the Lord says, “Do not cling to
events of the past or dwell on what happened long ago.19 Watch for the new thing I am going to do.
It is happening already—you can see it now! I will make a road through the wilderness and give
you streams of water there. 20 Even the wild animals will honour me; jackals and ostriches will
praise me when I make rivers flow in the desert to give water to my chosen people.
21
They are the people I made for myself, and they will sing my praises!
16

17

In this passage it is hope that Isaiah tried to
instil into the people of Israel. They longed for
something they did not have – to be home again.
They were far from home, far from free and far
from hope. For more than fifty years they had
been in exile – displaced, disheartened. By
now, some had adapted to the culture of their
oppressor. They were blocked from Judah by an
impassable desert. It felt like God had abandoned
and forgotten them. They lamented (Isaiah
40:27): “My way is hid from the Lord.” I am sure
most of us are lamenting today over the way the
pandemic has ravaged the entire world.
This is what life does sometimes. The world
becomes a difficult place and Isaiah confronted a
discouraged people. He reminded them that God
had pulled them through before. God had parted
waters and stopped chariots to free them from
slavery. God had provided bread from the sky
and water from the rock to get them through the
desert; had made a way where there was no way.
Now, God who walked Israel, through those hard
places, is about to do a new thing in our lives (this
I believe).

Isaiah challenged discouraged people to hold
on to the hope that in life, in death, in life
beyond death, God lives and moves and acts and
intercedes and even intrudes among us. I promise
to preach few sermons from this passage, but my
message to you is, we can hold on to hope. Let us
not cling to events of the past or dwell on what
happened long
ago. It is easy to
feel powerless,
discouraged,
overwhelmed,
hopeless when
we look at the
current statistics.
God can still be
trusted today and
therefore we are
holding on in
hope.
With every
blessing to you
and yours,
Nigel Chikanya
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Church Register

Word for Today

FUNERAL:
“In my father’s house are many mansions”

Kirkgate is
grateful to
John Stewart for
21/12/20 Mrs Elizabeth Clark, 8 Graystones
ordering and
Kilwinning								
distributing
					
‘Word for Today’.
30/12/20 Mrs Beth Robertson, 8 Witches Linn
Ardrossan							
For any member
12/1/21
Mrs Agnes Cook, Abbotsford Care
Home, Ardrossan, formerly of Campbell Avenue,
Saltcoats

who is not aware of the booklet it provides the
reader with encouraging and comforting words
every day. The spare booklets normally sit on the
table as you come into the hall vestibule, and any
interested person is welcome to uplift a copy.
With lock down and the limited numbers then it
may have proved impossible for people to find a
copy.
There are several spare copies which cover the
months of February, March and April, and if you
wish a copy please let me know (Mima, 602410)
and I will post one out to you.
It only takes a few minutes to read the daily
message, but it remains with you for the rest of
the day.

New Addition to Kirkgate Family
Nigel wanted to share some photos of Dylan Ryan Munashe Chikanya born on 29th December 2020
weighing in at 3.1 kg .
We join in celebrating his safe arrival and send our best wishes to Nigel, Savior and big brother Dee.
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Edited Tributes to Three Elders
JOHN (IAN) MARSHALL
Ian was born on 31st July 1935 to proud parents Robert and Catherine Marshall who lived at 73
Canal Street in Saltcoats. He was brought up there with big sister Ellen and attended Eglinton
School in Ardrossan.
As a young man he had a period in the ICI labs before national service came calling and Ian
joined the Gunner Corps, but never fired a round he said. In 1960 Ian went to work for Liverpool
Victoria as an insurance man and stayed in that employment for the rest of his working life,
affectionately being known as the ‘Insurance man with the pipe’.
Ian met Aileen Boyd at the dancing at Craiglands, as many did in his day, and the couple courted
and were married in Erskine Church (now Kirkgate) on the 19th October 1960. Ian and Aileen
brought four much loved children into the world who in turn delighted them with grandchildren
and great grandchildren.
Some of the older members of the church remember Ian well as he was a serving elder, ordained
in 1979 when Rev Hugh Kirkwood was minister.
Ian’s family would know him as a man who enjoyed his life; was a loving husband and a caring
dad. Someone who enjoyed socialising and had a wide circle of friends. He was also quite
reserved (deep) in some ways. He was very approachable and would never see anyone stuck.
Ian had good health most of life. He had major surgery 12 years ago, got over that and got on
with life. Unfortunately Dementia set in about 3 years ago and Ian was cared for in his home
from then up to March 2020 when he became seriously ill, and after a short spell in Crosshouse
hospital, was taken into the care of Buckreddan Nursing Home for the last 3 months where
he sadly passed, not unexpectedly, on the 18th July 2020. Ian would have celebrated his 85th
birthday on the day of his funeral, 31st July 2020. He came into the world on this day and departs
to go home on the same day.

CHRISTIE (CHRIS) MILLAR CAMPBELL
Chris was born on the 3rd June 1943 at 25 Harbour Place, Ardrossan to proud parents Alexander and
Joan Campbell. Chris had four brothers and one sister to share the family home with sadly on Joe
survives.
Chris went to Winton Primary School, Ardrossan moving on to Eglinton High and afterwards became a
plane engineer with ICI Ardeer Steventon, moving on from that to work with the Royal Mail.
Chris met Betty Morrow as a young man at the Melbourne Cafe, and the couplewent dancingand
became an item. Not far removed from their meeting place at the cafe the couple were married in
Landsborough Parish Church Saltcoats on 19th March 1966
They were soul mates and remained so for the rest of the lives here on earth. It is a great comfort to the
family to know they are once more united in the Heaven they both believed in.
In due time the children came along Jennifer and Drew and others who were lovingly added to the
number Carol and Tracy.As the cycle of life goes on along came the grandchildren to delight Chris and
Betty.
Chris was a great man of faith, ordained as an elder in Trinity Church, Saltcoats on 7th October 1984, he
was a very willing and active elder taking his duties very seriously even up until his deteriorating health.
Betty looked after him until she herself was taken ill and Chris had to be looked after by the staff at Arran
View Care Home. He had some serious illnesses and weathered them with a smile. The last one though
was beyond him and the saddest part for all the family was the rapid decline with Covid 19 when the
body is weakened.
Many will have close and dear memories of Chris, husband once upon a time, a dad, dad in law, brother,
grandad, uncle, workmate and true friend. Chris will be very sadly missed, another flame has gone out
here on earth, but a fire lit in Heaven once more with Betty who passed but one year ago in December
2019.
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Edited Tributes - Contd.
LILY (LIZ) ELIZABETH SMITH
Liz was born in Ardrossan on 22nd December 1935, the youngest of three, having two older brothers,
At school she was keen on sport. She was the sprint and hurdles record holder at school and ran for
Ayrshire. She was a hockey player and also played badminton until quite late on in her life.
She worked as a shorthand typist at ICI in Ardeer. And it was there that she met the love of her life Keith
Clark. One day he introduced himself in the corridor at ICI and asked if she would go to the Physics
Dance with him. They were married on 18th March 1960. Keith and Liz were devoted to their family.
They had 4 boys Neil, who passed away in 2007, Derek, John and Brian.
Liz and Keith celebrated their Diamond wedding in 2020 and Liz was delighted to receive a card from
the Queen and it brought her full circle from when she met the Queen when she visited the Palace with
her parents on the occasion of her Dad receiving the MBE for services to scouting.
Service was to become a watchword in Liz’s life. One of her great loves was the Cub pack she ran in
Kilwinning. She was pack leader and Neil would eventually follow in her footsteps.
In Church life, Liz was very active. She was ordained as an elder in Barony St John’s Church, Ardrossan
and fulfilled her duties very willingly. She was always helping out in anything that was going on even
though this often meant travelling over from Kilwinning to Ardrossan and Saltcoats Not only was she
willing but went about everything cheerfully.
She was very active in the church Guild. At one stage, the Principal Team Leader and Secretary and
was part of the leadership team after the union with New Trinity. She was also a member of the Trefoil
Guild, she was involved with the Rural and collected for the RNLI and the Cubs. There were many
things Liz enjoyed but one thing really stands out, her baking. She was a great baker and provided
baking for so many occasions, her pancakes were legendary. Liz was a very loving and caring person
not just to her family but to everyone she came in contact with. She lived life to the full and had an
energy that belied her age. Liz was a person with a quiet but solid faith, a faith she lived out in her
daily life. We of faith believe she is a faithful servant gone home to be with her beloved Keith who sadly
passed away on 23rd July 2020.
The church is indebted to all three elders for their commitment and faith in the work of the church and
the Kirk Session send their deepest sympathy to all the surviving members of each family.
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Prayer Page
GOD’S MASTERPIECE
Take your canvas God and sketch on it a new life for me.
Shape me, style me and shade me with your Spirit.
Paint over the old me with all my blemishes and flaws and then,
with Jesus as your model draw my heart again and colour it with love.
Even if my body has been distorted by the passing years and my face
lined by life’s experiences, brush my spirit with yours highlighting the
beauty you pictured in me once before.
Paint me again as your child wide-eyed with questions quick to speak
all I know not worried by passing time nor stressed by duties undone.
God, paint over the old me and draw me again so that I can see the
world from your perspective.
Then, after growth and in wisdom perhaps one day someone will look and
see in me your masterpiece a portrait of the glory of Jesus.
Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook
NO PRAYER GOES UNHEARD
Often we pause and wonder when we kneel down to pray,
can God really hear the prayers that we say
But if we keep praying and talking to HIM
He’ll brighten the soul that was clouded and dim
And as we continue our burden seems lighter
our sorrow is softened and our outlook is brighter
For though we feel helpless and alone when we start,
our prayer is the key that opens the heart
And as our heart opens the dear Lord comes in
and the prayer that we felt could never begin
It’s so easy to say for the Lord understands
and gives us new strength by the touch of His hands.
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Alison Buick

Kirk Session

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

We were delighted by the response to our appeal for gifts before Christmas, and
received a lovely letter of thanks which is elsewhere in the magazine. We were also
delighted by the response to our appeal for donations in lieu of the Christmas Fair,
which raised £1,337.
We had a Zoom meeting on Thursday 14th January with a very busy agenda. Nigel
had asked the Convenors of all the committees to ascertain whether they needed
more members and to give thought to their plans. There are committees which are
looking for new members, and I would ask that you give this some prayerful
consideration even if you are not an Elder. A list of the committees appears on the ‘Who’s who’ page.
Sadly our tenants in the manse have not yet found alternative accommodation, and we pray that this
will happen soon to enable Nigel, Savior, Dee and Dylan to move beside us all.
We are delighted that Presbytery have approved our revised plans for the Sanctuary, and now await
approval from the General Trustees before work can finally begin.
Minutes for 2020 were attested along with the Church Roll and the Baptismal Register. Jean is busy
working on the accounts, and Mima is working on the Property Report, while Elizabeth and Christine,
our Safeguarding Co-ordinators, are preparing their paperwork.
Dates for Communion were agreed as follows: Sundays 21st March, 13th June, 12th September and
5th December. Consideration will be given to dates for Thursday Communion when the buildings are
allowed to open.
We agreed to have our Sunday morning worship using Zoom. This allows participation from the
congregation in reading the lessons and in leading prayer. It also allows for a time of chat after the
service, and in addition you can sing as loudly as you want in your own home! The service is still
available to watch online or to listen to on the telephone. We also agreed to have two Zoom ‘chat
sessions’ during the week. These are on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10.30 – 11.30am. People can
join at any time and you do not need to stay for the whole hour, but it is a good opportunity to have a
chat with others – feel free to bring your cuppa with you! See page 14 for more details.
We are grateful to all those volunteers who are phoning other members regularly for a chat and are
pleased to hear that many new friendships have been made. I know that COVID vaccinations are now
taking place in this area, and indeed some of our members have already received their first dose. Let
us all pray that the vaccination programme continues without hitches and that we might finally see
an improvement in those daily statistics. I hope you are staying safe and keeping well. The next Kirk
Session meeting will be held via Zoom on Thursday 11th February.

Presbytery
Report
Presbytery continues
to work in the
background although there
was no meeting in January.
The next Presbytery meeting
was held on Tuesday 2nd
February. I will give an
update on that meeting next
month.
Margaret Cassidy, Presbytery Elder
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Letter of Thanks

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
Head of Service: Yvonne Baulk, Housing Advice Team
Galt House,
31 Bank Street
Irvine
KA12 0LL

23rd December 2020
Dear CHANA Group
I would again like to extend our sincere gratitude for the continued support your group provides
to people unfortunate enough to find themselves homeless in North Ayrshire. I think everyone will
agree that 2020 has been a challenging year for most, it is hard to imagine how much harder life
must be for those most disadvantaged in our communities. Your continued generosity has gone a
long way to making the most difficult times a little bit easier for people who are often at their lowest.
Due to government guidelines and restrictions we have had to approach things a little differently
and receive your donations in the form of a gift card for our staff to purchase goods with.
Regardless of this, your donations are more important than ever and just as gratefully received by
our clients.
Just like the rest of this year, we had to approach the festive season in a different way to try and
keep everyone safe. Your kind donation to ‘The Night Before Christmas’ organisation was the
perfect solution to this. ‘The Night Before Christmas’ delivered us over 116 parcels for homeless
clients. This ensured that every child and young person in homeless accommodation and every
individual in hostel accommodation will be provided with a present on Christmas Day. We have
also provided gifts to 70 of our most vulnerable clients in the community. Words cannot express the
difference this makes to someone who may wake up to nothing otherwise.
We look forward to continuing our close relationship into 2021 and beyond and hope that myself
and Liz Brown can attend CHANA meetings again in the not so distant future to continue the good
work.
Once again, thank you very much from everyone at the Homelessness & Community Safety Team
and we hope you have a lovely Christmas and New Year.
Yours sincerely
Scott Paterson
Temporary Accommodation Co-ordinator
Ardrossan Short Stay Hostel
87 Princes Street
Ardrossan
KA22 8DQ
01294 468562
scottgpaterson@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
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Treasurer’s Report

Jean Rainey, Treasurer

The balances of Accounts as at 31st December 2020 were as follows:
General Account £22,028.
Fabric Account £18,618 of which £10,000.00 is earmarked for the sound system.
The organ account now stands at £2,335.
The amount collected by standing order, cheques and collection for the month of November and
December were as follows:
November S/o and cheques £3,740.52 Collection through plate £1,105
December S/o and cheques £2,997.52 Collection through plate £1,522
We have paid our M&M contribution for 2020 of £42,590. It was altered in November due to Nigel’s
induction and there was some confusion regarding the Presbytery’s reduction of £1000 for streaming
and online services and the reduction of £2,250 as part of the 5% pot to allow us to purchase a
dishwasher, fridge, microwave, memory sticks and new teapots once we are able to use our buildings
again.
Our M&M payment for 2021 is £46,113. I have sent off the instruction to the bank to pay by standing
order of £4611 monthly from February to November.
We received our gift aid payment of £10,417 on 23rd November. Many thanks to George for all his hard
work.
I am in the process of doing the church accounts and hope to send them off to the accountants soon. I
am still waiting on figures from the General Trustees and Investor’s trust in Edinburgh.
Many thanks to our members and organisations who managed to raise funds for the church despite the
pandemic through their hard work:
The Craft team donated £1,450 The Keep fit group donated £508
The Country dance group donated £300 The Guild donated £100
We also received £135.50 from smartie box and coin donations and £80 from donations in lieu of
flowers and from making masks.
We have been given £1,337 in donations towards the invisible annual Christmas Fair fund raising event,
and the Mission boxes raised £126.
Can I just say a huge thank you to all the members of our congregation who have kept up with their
collections and made donations despite all the restrictions that we are facing just now. It is very much
appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid as unfortunately they still have to be settled.
If anyone wishes to take out a standing order please contact me either by phone on 01294 464933 or by
email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Take care everyone and stay safe
Jean

Don’t forget you can raise extra funds for the
church at Amazon Smile and at no extra cost
to yourself and also on Easyfundraising.org.uk
which you can read about on the next page.

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
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Help us raise FREE
funds for
Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk
4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app

Over £32 million raised

10

million
users
Over £321.8
million
raised

1.8
million
users
150,000
causes
2 million
users
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Property Report

Mima McSwan

Our wishes are simple – an open church, fit for purpose, in which we can
worship and be available to demonstrate our faith within our community.
Phase 2
The last time I updated you on Phase 2 progress we had reached the stage
of presenting our application to Presbytery. With Presbytery’s approval
it then it wound its way to the General Trustees. That was in December,
and unfortunately for Kirkgate the Fabric Committee of the Trustees are
not scheduled to meet until the beginning of February. So, we await their
decision, hoping and praying that we will receive a positive response.
The Manse
I am sure that some of you will be wondering why Nigel has not moved from Glasgow to his Manse in
Ardrossan. During the vacancy we had tenants living in the Manse which has brought in much need
funds for Kirkgate. A notice period of 3 months was served to the tenants, which was the legal position
at that time, and if everything had fallen into place then the tenants would have departed the manse
long before now. With lock–downs in place the First Minister extended the notice period by 3 months
and extended it again with the purpose of safeguarding tenants, so that no one should find themselves
homeless.
The Manse tenants are legally obliged to find other suitable accommodation within the notice period
that is left, and we trust that they find accommodation that meets their needs in the immediate future.
The extension to the notice period has delayed fabric work from progressing in the Manse, and more
importantly has greatly indisposed Nigel and his family. We sincerely hope and pray for a speedy
solution in the very near future.
Quinquennial Visitiation
We are assessing the tasks and comments within the QV visit report.
The Surveyor slots what he sees as areas that need work into 3 levels – Urgent,
Essential and Desirable. At present, it is important that we look at the urgent
category and ensure that we cover all aspects of each problem raised.
Lockdown has made it difficult to obtain estimates as not all firms are working
at present, but this work will be on-going until we can obtain what is required.

Safe Faith
Lord, we're faced with so many decisions,
Not knowing which way to go
We're afraid we may choose the wrong one,
O Lord, help us to know

Sometimes we're scared to take the first step
When we don't know where to walk
We feel safe in our little comfort zones
With a safe-faith in our Lord

Let your peace be to us a guide
In knowing what we should do
And take us by the hand and lead
With the wisdom that comes from you

No matter what we come to choose,
May we know that you love us
And will be our guide to show the way,
We but only need to trust.

© By M.S.Lowndes
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected
“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and
touch folk wherever they are.......”
Hello to all,
A warm welcome to all those who can now access the magazine by
post, we have missed you & hope you enjoy reading all the news &
articles & once again continue to feel connected as a church family.
We, in Pastoral Care, are so happy to welcome baby Dylan, second
son of Nigel & Savior and new baby brother to Dee, as the newest
member of our Kirkgate church family.
Nigel is a strong support to us in the Pastoral Team and we look
forward to a meaningful future under his guidance.
Be assured, during this further long period of Covid restrictions,
that the Pastoral Care Team and Volunteer Callers will continue
to keep in touch by phone, to share friendship, offer support, love
and care when we are unable to meet in our buildings for worship,
group meetings and social events.
Many callers report they look forward to the calls as much as those
receiving them and firm friendships have been established!
As always, we continue to remember & pray for Kirkgate folk in
hospital, care and residential homes & those living alone at home.
Thank you to all callers in the Pastoral Team and Volunteers Callers
for your continued commitment and care, truly a team effort.
As we leave January behind, there are signs of hope and new life
each day, with longer periods of daylight, snowdrops peeping
through hard frosty ground and spring bulb shoots emerging.
We spotted our first lambs of 2021 in the first week of January on
a favourite local walk ! !
There is Hope too with the roll out of the various Covid vaccines
which will be the key to unlocking our restricted lives and
unlocking our church buildings.
Every blessing,
Evelyn Green , pastoral care co-ordinator ,
pastoral team and callers.

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes.
Please keep the team up-to-date with information about
people who need pastoral care or support at this difficult time
for everyone. Please don’t assume they already know - they
would rather hear several times over than not at all. The main
contacts for Pastoral Care are:
Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531),
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762),
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).
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If you would like to receive the
Kirkgate Messenger by email
(or know of any members who
would like to pay the postage
to receive a paper copy) then
please send an email to:
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.
uk and we’ll add you in to the
mailing list for the next edition.
Thank you.

Keeping Connected - Cont’d

The North Ayrshire team have been continuing to support groups on line for anyone to join.
Our own Mary Stewart takes the 2 music ones so it would be great to see any familiar faces on the
screen. It’s really just a sing a long with a music quiz (name that tune).
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Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY SERVICES
Our Sunday Service at 10.30am is now being
broadcast live using Zoom, with the feed also available
via our YouTube channel. A recording of the service
will be available to watch on the website and YouTube
shortly afterwards.
A pre-recorded version of the service is also available
as a podcast via Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Anchor FM
and Google Podcasts amongst others (search for
“Kirkgate Church”), as well as being available via our
Twilio Phone Service - 01294 444201.
We have also started up WEEKLY CHAT SESSIONS
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings from 10.30am
- 11.30am. These are informal meetings that anyone
can join if you just want a blether with someone, whilst
having your morning cuppa! You can join for a few
minutes or stay for the hour - the choice is yours.
To join any of the Zoom meetings you can click/type
this link (also available on the website): https://zoom.
us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtS
RVQzdz09
or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and
entering in the following Meeting ID and passcode:
Meeting ID: 645 176 4317
Passcode: 2021
You can also dial in to Zoom by
phone if you don’t have access
to a webcam. The number for
that is 0131 460 1196 (calls
charged at your usual rate for UK landline numbers often free depending on your telephone service provider)
TWILIO PHONE SERVICE
Usage of the Twilio phone service (01294 444201) has
declined in recent weeks. Please remind anyone who
maybe doesn’t have access to the internet that this
service is available to them. The number is a local rate
number - so depending on your phone provider it may
be free for you to listen to it, or at worst, it will be a
minimal local rate charge.
You will hear a short menu which currently has two
options: Press 1 to listen to the weekly Sunday Service,
or Press 2 to listen to the latest Kirkgate: By Request
programme. After you have made your selection there
will be a short pause of around 15 seconds whilst the
audio file loads up. During the By Request programme
there will also be a short pause after about 30 minutes
whilst Part 2 of that programme loads up.
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KIRKGATE: BY REQUEST
After a short
break the
popular
request
programme
is back. The
February
edition will
be broadcast
at 7pm on
Sunday 7th February via the website,
podcasting sites and the Twilio
phone service. Send your requests or
dedications for the next programme
to Stuart McMahon at requests@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk, or phone 01294
603848 before Sunday 28th February.
KIRKGATE MESSENGER
This edition of the Messenger has
been posted out to all the members
who have requested it, and is available
as a download on the Church website.
If you would like a postal copy, we are
asking for a small donation of £9/year
to cover the cost of postage. Contact
Elizabeth McMahon (messenger@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk) to be added
to the distribution list. We are also
hoping to create an audio ‘talking
newspaper’ version of the magazine
in the next week or two which will be
available to listen to via the website,
podcasting sites and the Twilio phone
service. We also thank our advertisers
for continuing to support the church
during these challenging times.
Church website:
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk
Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

Santa Dash

by Carol Gilmour

On Sunday 6th December I took part in a Santa run with
Cheryl my daughter running with me in my wheelchair. I
only found out that I was registered to take part in the run
two nights before, I was not best pleased !
Sunday morning the weather was beautiful, blue sky,
bright sunshine but bitterly cold. I put my warmest jumper
on with the Santa dress over it and the Santa hat to keep
my ears warm. We headed down to South Beach where we
were to run.
The usual Santa run was cancelled due to COVID. Running
clubs were told they could run with no more than fifteen
participants, all socially distanced. There were eleven
of us, including three children from the North Ayrshire
Athletics Club.
So the run got under way and I have to say that I had
not been very keen. I quickly changed my mind though
and found the experience absolutely exhilarating! The
sunshine, the beautiful Arran hills covered with snow,
people walking along the prom with dogs and children all smiling and saying hello to us and especially
the feeling of speed and the wind rushing in my face. Poor Cheryl having to do the running and
pushing my wheelchair at the same time, also avoiding the patches of ice and frost along the prom. I
think she enjoyed it though!
When the run was over we adjourned to the car park at Kilmeny Court. Car boots opened, out came a
fold up table and some folding chairs. In no time at all we were enjoying hot chocolate from flasks and
delicious home baking - all socially distanced and in the fresh air.
The charity we ran for was “The Night Before Christmas”, the same charity as Kirkgate had the gift
service for. We did not collect money, everyone bought food, toys and books and donated them to the
charity instead.
I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and the company and of course the wee outdoor “party”
afterwards. Can’t wait till the next one.
Well done to Carol & Cheryl and the rest of the team.
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Update on Groups
The Foodbank is
still in need of vital
donations.
For more information on the Food Bank
website at
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of
three-days’ nutritionally balanced, nonperishable tinned and dried foods
THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,
tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned
spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,
long life blue and green milk, pasta,
pasta sauce and rice

South Beach
House
I am still working at the
house two days a week
mainly helping with
paperwork and admissions.
The home continues to care for the residents just
a little differently from the way we did in the past,
Christmas was very different but we did our best
under the circumstances.
The residents and staff have had their first Covid
injection and hopefully when this lockdown is
over we can get back to having family and friends
back in the building and normal activities for the
residents.
This past year has been a challenge but the staff
always step up under pressure, hopefully that
pressure will ease as we come into the better
weather and things become more ‘Normal’!!
Till next month
Stay safe and keep well
Margaret Cassidy
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Christmas has come and gone and we’re rapidly
heading towards Spring (hopefully!)
Unfortunately there’s still no sign of us being able
to restart the Friday Lunch Club.
Please continue to pray for the ‘Lunchers’ and the
wider community that we can meet for food and
friendship again soon.
Remember to keep safe and follow the guidelines.
Pamela Martin

Knitted Poppy Appeal
To all you ladies who are knitting away in the
background.
I have been trying a new pattern and thought you
might like to try it.
Please see the pattern below and have a go at it.
Looking forward to your support once again.
Thank you,
Fiona Liddell

New Poppy Pattern
You will need:

Size 3.75 needles
red double knitting wool
Cast on 70 stitches
Knit Garter stitch for
8 rows
Change to black wool
Knit 2 together across
row 3 times
Cut yarn
Thread through
Pull up Sew up seam

Update on Groups - Cont’d
Church and Community

Craft Team

As you are very aware the group is
not doing anything at this time as
we cannot arrange gatherings or
other socials.

What a strange
year 2020 was.
Thankfully we
managed to keep
busy making
cards at home and
making deliveries.
Thanks to the
wonderful support
from our own
congregation and
friends, we’ve been able to donate a total of
£1,450 to Church Funds between 1st January
and 31st December.

We do hope to be up and running
as soon as possible but the main
issue is that we are a very small
group, only 5 of us, and although we are aware
that we will get help when we arrange outreach
services etc., we would like to double the
numbers
We are also aware that every member of the
session is attached to a group and all the group’s
are normally hard working so I am reaching
out to the congregation to ask please if you
wouldgive me your name and become one of
the Church and Community Group, we don’t
meet very often and normally after the morning
service for half an hour. You would only have
to do what you felt able to do and we would be
very grateful for any assistance you felt able to
give.
You can e mail me at: m-cassidy2@sky.com or
phone me on 01294 605535. I look forward to
hearing from you soon.
Many thanks
Margaret Cassidy

Safeguarding
Over the last two months the
Presbytery Safeguarding team
have been carrying out training
through Zoom.
We are aware that we have volunteers who need
either basic training or refresher courses.
We would be very grateful if all those who are
willing to train through Zoom could let us have
their names as soon as possible.
If Zoom is not possible, other arrangements will
be made. Dates will then be arranged.
Please contact Christine Ewing at 601700 or
Elizabeth Howie at 467881 or speak to Vivien
Bruce - Session Clerk

We are now making Easter cards to add to our
stock of cards for all occasions. Even during
lockdown we are still able to drop off cards at
your door to choose. Please feel free to phone
me on 01294 469986 or contact any of the team
with your order. Hope it won’t be too long till
Spring arrives with brighter weather to cheer
everyone up.
Stay safe Jean Hay

Letters of Appreciation
Thank you very much
to the Kirk Session and
Kirkgate Family for the
lovely flowers and the
many kind messages of
condolence following the
passing into glory of my
mother, Pamela Thomson.
She died very peacefully at home with us on
28th December. Our lives are very strange
without her but we were blessed to have her
safely with us for the last year.
Special thanks to the "Badminton Club" who
have been a great support to me personally.
Pamela Martin
Many thanks to the Pastoral Care Team for the
lovely card I received during ‘lockdown’. It was
most appreciated.
Chris Morton
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Prayer Group

Margaret Cassidy

Heavenly Father, how pleased we are to have our new minister and his
lovely family now with us, we pray that soon we will all be able to get
together to begin to build relationships and lasting friendships.
Father we pray for all in our Congregation and Community who are ill
at this time, there are several and you alone, know that we are thinking
about you, lay your healing hands on them and all those who are caring, worried and anxious about
loved ones.
Lord we bring our thoughts about the world and pray that this pandemic goes away and life can return
to some form of normality. That hospitals return to normal caring of patients, that schools return to
learning and that all other events begin to start and we can meet regularly again with family and friends.
Father we thank you for everything you give us, sometimes we may forget, but we are grateful for what
we have, food, heat, family, friends, to name a few and again, we say thank you.
Father, we pray for each other that soon we can meet to continue to praise you as our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen

From the Editor

Life & Work

In these difficult times when the church is
closed for worship it is good to know that many
of you who do not use modern technology miss
the magazine and so it was decided to offer the
postal service. Many thanks to everyone who
agreed to pay the postage to have nine issues
of the magazine delivered to your door around
the first Sunday of every month. We don’t
usually print July, August and January. The next
deadline date for contibutions is Sunday 27th
February at the very latest please.

To all who subcribed privately and set up a
Direct Debit to pay annualy for Life & Work, I
hope the system has worked for you and that
you have recieved your January & February
issues.

The magazine will still be available on the
website, along with lots of other information to
keep our church family informed. If you have
any interesting news or heard of any events to
share please feel free to email me at elizabeth.
mcmahon@talktalk.net or send a written copy if
you don’t use a computer.
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It would appear to be a glitch in that we
received January’s issue twice, hopefully the
printer’s mail merge will sort itself out and you
will receive your copy every month without fail.
If you have any
problems with
delivery please get in
touch with me and I’ll
Elizabeth McMahon,
Editor of ‘Kirkgate
Messenger’

Who’s Who in Kirkgate
POSITION

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Minister

Rev Nigel Chikanya

Flat 2/1, 6 Westwood Road
Glasgow G43 1DS

Tel: 0141 586 0904
NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk
Mob: 07566 278132

Session Clerk

Vivien Bruce

57 Dockers Gardens,
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113

Deputy Session Clerk

Mima McSwan

23 Springvale Court
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care

See magazine article for details

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Organist, Rollkeeper,
Stuart McMahon
Data Protection, Website

93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan
KA22 7PH

Treasurer

Jean Rainey

12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats
01294 464933
KA21 5AE

Gift Aid Convenor

George Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering
Envelopes

Moira Cooper

1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property
Convenor

Mima McSwan

23 Springvale Court
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Safeguarding Convenors

EMAIL

01294 603848

Magazine Editor /
Life & Work

8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats
Elizabeth McMahon
KA21 5NJ

Flower Convenor

Chrissie Baillie

40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Life & Work website
is regularly updated with
news and articles from
around the country:

The Guild

Secretary:
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

www.lifeandwork.org

Keep Fit Group

Solveig McCulloch

17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team

Jean Hay

18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS

01294 469986

Country Dancing

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

01294 464428

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE:
Co-ordinator: Mrs Evelyn Green
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Moira Cooper; Mrs Jennifer Fox;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam;
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder);
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon.
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.
COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;
Mrs Morag Forsyth
FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;
Mrs Carol Gilmour.
FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mrs Moira Cooper.
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong.

We are looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communications, Church & Community, and
Finance Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more information.
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Know our Priorities in Life
A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of
him. When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large and empty
mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the
students if the jar was full. They agreed it was.
The professor then picked up a a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar.
He shook the jar lightly, the pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He then asked the
students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was.
The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full.The students responded yes. The professor then then
produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the entire contents into the jar effectively
filling the empty space between the sand. The students laughed.
‘Now’ said the professor as the laughter subsided, ’I want you to recognise that this jar represents your
life. The golf balls are the important things….your family, your children, your health, your friends and
your favourite passions....and if everything else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be
full. The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house and your car. The sand is
everything else.... the small stuff. If you put the sand into the jar first,’ he continued ‘there is no room for
the pebbles or the golf ball, the same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff
you will never have time for the things that are important to you.’
Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happines. Spend time with the children. Vist your
parents and grandparents. Take your spouse out to dinner. There will always be time to clean the house.
Take care of the golf balls first .... the things that matter. The rest is just sand.
One student raised her hand and inquired what the coffee represented. The professor smiled and said
‘I’m glad you asked. The coffee just shows you that no matter how full your life may seem, there’s always
room for a couple of cups of coffee with a friend.’
When things get too much for us, let us remember the mayonnaise jar and the 2 cups of coffee.

World Day of Prayer Scotland Friday 5th March 2021

Scottish Charity No.SC 020446

Build on a Strong Foundation - Written by the women of Vanuatu
Please keep an eye on the Scottish WDP website: www.wdpscotland.org.uk or WDP
Scotland Facebook Page for updated advice and other alternatives.
The following options are being provided by the Scottish Committee for those
who are unable to attend any other worship.
An easy access Zoom service with internet and telephone links.
* The Scottish Committee invite you to join them in a live Zoom service at 2.00pm. It is being hosted by
Augustine United Church in Edinburgh with participants from across Scotland.
* For joining details see WDP website or WDP Scotland Facebook or use the Zoom link
Webinar ID: 895 9398 3883
Passcode: 901656
If you do not have internet access you can join using a landline 0131 4601196 you will be asked for the
above webinar ID and passcode. There may be costs involved.
The service will then be posted on our website and Facebook Page for later access.
10 Days of Prayer starting on Tuesday 23rd February which will be posted on our Facebook Page and
website every morning. We are inviting the national leaders of 10 denominations to share a ‘Thought for
the Day’ focusing on Vanuatu and one of the Scottish Committee will end with a prayer.
If you have any questions please phone: Rev Ann Wren 07900512062 or Marjorie Paton 01764 682234 for
help or advice.
20

Preparation
Stuart thought you might be interested in seeing the church organ being dismantled before
Christmas in anticipation of the refurbishment programme starting in the New Year. All the
visible pipes have been removed and safely stored in the small hall, and the wooden casing
has been sealed in plastic sheeting to protect it and the remaining parts during the works.
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Registered Scottish Charity SC023003
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA
Tel: 01294 472001 (answering machine)
Email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To:
Bank name:
Bank address:

The Manager

Please pay:

The Royal Bank of Scotland
Irvine (D) Branch
69 High Street
Irvine
KA12 0AL

For the credit of:

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church
Account Number 00277208
Sort Code 83-27-02

The sum of (in numbers
and words):
Commencing on the
day of
in the year
and thereafter
every month/year until cancelled by me in writing and debit my account
accordingly:Account name to be
debited:
Account number:
Sort code:
Details to be quoted on
Payment advice to Royal
Bank of Scotland
Signature: ____________________________________
Date: ______________________

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Ask your local pharmacist:
You'll be taking good advice

David Robb Plumbing CENTRAL TAXIS

Gallagher Pharmacy
6 Central Ave, Ardrossan
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry
 01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre
 01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston
 01294 464259

24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

All general
plumbing
work
undertaken

7-seat people carrier
and 6-seat minibuses available

Telephone:

46 46 46

Mobile: 07810 566480

A.W. BLAIR & SONS

Seabank Street
Saltcoats

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Tel: 468238

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

(24 hour service)

Service and Rest Rooms
with ample private parking
Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Day and Night Service

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef
and Lamb Stocked

ELECTRICAL
Scottish Building
Standards Approved

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers
2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Arthur Robertson
Proprietor

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

Cecchini’s

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

Supplies & Janitorial
Office Furniture
Workwear
Print & Promotional
IT & Software
Copiers & Printers
Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk

tel. 01563 524255

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range
of handmade
greetings cards
• Individual cards
made to order

Cecchini’s Ayr
72 Fort Street
Ayr KA7 1EH
01292 263607

Italian Restaurant & Bar
Since 1985
Cecchini’s Ardrossan
www.cecchinis.com

Clyde Marina
5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA
01294 471700

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
PARISH

Would you like
to advertise with us?

CHURCH

Prices start at just
£40 for a year’s
advertising (9 issues).
Contact:

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall,
from 4pm-8pm

• Commercial
• Domestic
• Industrial

www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

for more information.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE
AND ESTATE AGENCY
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services

Established 1994

PAUL
Stevenson
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
29 Chapelwell Street
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

24 Hour Service
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

3 Lade Street
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

Peter Piper
Piping for all occasions
Weddings,
Burns Suppers
and Other
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·

Established 1935

Ayrshire Based Family Garage
•
•
•
•
•

Used Cars
Tyres
Exhausts
MOTs
Repairs

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654
www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

Sports & Rainwear
No. 1 FOR SPORT

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS
Tel: 01294 605977

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

