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From your New Minister
Dear Kirkgate family,

As a little child, waiting was not one of my strongest points.  
Yet, I have had to be patient since the 30th of August so that I and my 
family can finally be here with our new church family. It has been a 
long period of waiting; however, we thank God it is now all history. I 
am indebted to the love, care and support you have already showed 
and offered on my induction service. God bless you all. Thanks to Brian 
Murray for his gifts and his love throughout his term as Locum. To Rev 
James McNay, thanks for all the technical things which made it possible 
for me to have an easy start. I will remember your encouragement. 

As I write this letter, we are about to begin the season of Advent. Advent 
is a season of hope. At our Sunday morning services we light the Advent 
candles on each of the four Sundays leading up to Christmas Day. We light them as a prophetic symbol 
of hope as we look forward to Christmas. The birth narratives of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke speak 
of the angelic visitations and miraculous conception of Jesus. As we prepare for Christmas and the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth, we are also reminded that this world is not all there is to reality. Yes, this year 
will be different, but we continue to celebrate the coming of Christ and the true meaning of Christmas. 

From an eternal perspective, we stand on the brink of the eternal culmination of the rule and reign of 
Jesus. When Christ returns at the end of time he will come as ruler of all. This assurance fills us with 
longing for the end to suffering and brokenness. With our 2020 experiences we long for a better time 
and moment when we can praise God like never before. We long for the reign of God to be fully realised 
and for the ultimate reality of God’s dominion to be established in peace and justice for all eternity. 

The season of Advent is also a joyful time of expectation as we look forward to celebrating the coming 
of our Lord on Christmas Day. As the weeks pass and Christmas Day draws closer, excitement begins 
to build in the hearts of children as they look forward to Christmas. I have often wondered what this 
year will be like. For children, like my own son Deuel, Christmas is a time for receiving gifts, and less of 
giving gifts. For some of us a bit older, perhaps Christmas is a painful time – a time when we are moved 
to think lovingly about the lives of family and friends no longer with us. The ache of longing in our 
hearts never fully passes. Perhaps we are reminded of special times spent together years ago, filled with 
gratitude for these special memories. Perhaps, for some, it is an opportunity to make meals, or to invite 
guests, creating opportunities for others to meet and have fun together, to love and to laugh together. 
We give thanks for special people like these, people for whom Christmas is a time to serve, a time to 
give and to show love. 

As the year draws to a close, Savior, Deuel and I 
would like to wish you God’s richest Christmas 
blessing! Thank you for all you have done for the 
Lord and especially for Kirkgate this past year! 

Your friend and minister,

Nigel

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Dear Friends 

How will Christmas be for us all this year? 
As I sit quietly thinking about Christmas 
my mind goes back a year to when I wrote 
my Christmas letter for 2019, I had been 
Moderator for only a few months and so 
looking forward to my year in office. 

I, like so many families, was looking forward 
to Advent and the Watch Night Service 
celebrating the birth of Jesus, closing with 
the singing of that great Christmas hymn 306 
“O come all ye faithful” and the first line of 
the last verse, “Yea Lord we greet thee”.

How all our lives changed in March when 
the Coronavirus hit. Little did any of us 
know what the rest of 2020 would be like, 
some were affected by the virus, some with 
other illnesses. It is only when we look back 
we realise how much we are thankful for 
the NHS and all the wonderful staff for their 
dedicated service during these difficult 
times. We must also remember the care 
home workers caring for the elderly, we are 
indebted to them all.

During my year as Moderator I should have 
visited five congregations, I only managed to 
visit three before lockdown. 

For various reasons the Presbytery took the 
decision and asked me to remain Moderator 
for a second year, this I accepted. Our 
lives have all changed, church services 
just restarting again with restrictions on 
numbers and no singing of hymns.

 
 
In these present circumstances how do 
we prepare for Christmas? Will we be able 
to have family and friends for Christmas 
dinner? How much food do we require?

 It is hard to prepare but as we try we must 
never forget what the true story of Christmas 
is all about, the birth of Jesus in that stable 
in Bethlehem. Were Mary and Joseph really 
prepared for the birth? Mary gave birth in 
a stable as there were no rooms in the Inn. 
Jesus the Messiah was born and look at the 
joy he gives the world. 

It will be strange this year during advent 
that we will be unable to sing Carols. 
However, we must always remember the 
real Christmas story, the birth of Jesus 
in Bethlehem, let us never forget this the 
greatest story ever told.

May God’s Blessings be with you all. I hope 
and pray that you and your families will find 
joy this Christmas time and that 2021 will 
bring a vaccine to eradicate Covid-19. 

Stay safe and keep well.

Allan Richardson 

Church of Scotland
Presbytery of Ardrossan

Moderator’s Christmas Letter

Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 0141 586 0904 Mob: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Kirk Session Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

We had a Zoom meeting on Thursday 12th November, at which we finalised the 
arrangements for Nigel’s induction on Thursday 19th November. It was unfortunate that 
so few of our congregation were able to attend the induction in person due to the ongoing 
restrictions, but I am grateful to James McNay, Jonathan Fleming and our own Stuart who 
were able to make the service available to a much wider audience. Our thanks also to Stuart 
who made the service much more enjoyable for everyone by finding recordings of the 
hymns being sung by us in Kirkgate.

I would like to thank you all for your generous donations for Brian, James and Nigel, 
and also thank the Craft Team for the beautiful cards which they made for each of them. 
On Sunday 15th November Brian was presented with a cheque and a card, and we gave Deirdre a basket of 
flowers. On Thursday 19th November James was thanked for his time as our Interim Moderator and given his 
presentation, and Nigel was welcomed to Kirkgate with a presentation of a Home Communion set as well as his 
card and cheque, flowers for Savior and a book for Dee.

We approved the collection of gifts to help the homeless and those in need. These gifts should be brought to the 
church when the building is open for worship, up to and including Sunday 13th December.

We also approved the suggestions made by the Communications Committee for the future editions of the  
magazine, and which you can read about this on page 6.

Our next meeting will be on Zoom on Thursday 14th January 2021.

 
Dates for services in December are as follows:

Sunday 6th December – 2nd Sunday in Advent – services at 10.30 and 11.45

Thursday 10th December – 10.30

Sunday 13th December – 3rd Sunday in Advent and Gift Service – services at 10.30 and 11.45

Thursday 17th December – 10.30

Sunday 20th December – 4th Sunday in Advent - services at 10.30 and 11.45

Sunday 20th December – Blue Christmas service at 2pm - A time of quiet reflection for those who  
have been bereaved or missing a loved one

Thursday 24th December – Christmas Eve services at 2pm and 4pm (no morning service at 10.30)

Sunday 27th December – no service in Kirkgate, but a recording of a service provided by the  
Moderator will be available instead on the website and telephone system

Please remember to speak to Mima to reserve your seat at any or all of the above services. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Presbytery continues to meet virtually once a month to continue the work of the churches 
in the Ardrossan Presbytery. 

We still follow an agenda and various sub groups give reports and decisions are made for 
the continuation of our churches.

As your elder I had the privilege  of attending Nigel’s induction, this was the first time that Presbytery 
had held an induction since lockdown so for them it was all very different and new to them. While it 
was quite sad that only a very small number of people could attend it was still a very good night for 
those who were invited.

Mind you, I missed the social side and the buffet supper which we would all have normally enjoyed 
afterwards, but hopefully in the near future you will all have the opportunity to meet and hear Nigel 
preach and we will be able to offer some hospitality.

Presbytery Report Margaret Cassidy, Presbytery Elder
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Induction of Rev Nigel Chikanya 
The Induction of our new minister Rev Nigel Chikanya took place in Kirkgate Hall on Thursday 19th 
November. This was the first time Presbytery had performed a Service of Induction during this time of 
restrictions. However with a bit of help and advice it was streamed live and while there was no singing 
allowed, previous recordings of the hymns sung by the Kirkgate congregation were played in the hall 
which enhanced the evening. The service was led by Mr Allan Richardson, Moderator of the Presbytery 
of Ardrossan, in attendance was the Presbytery Clerk Mrs Jean Hunter, Rev James McNay our Interim 
Moderator and Mr Brian Murray our Locum. Nigel had invited Rev Jim Teasdale from Eastwood Parish 
Church, Glasgow where he did his familiarisation year, and his minister friend from Grangemouth Kirk 
of the Holy Rood, Rev Ronald Matandakufa – they first met back in Zimbabwe and are so happy to be 
able to meet again in person. If you missed the service live then you can still watch it on the church 
website at www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk/induction-service-live-feed/

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,  
And lean not on your own understanding;  

In all your ways acknowledge Him,  
and He shall direct your paths.  

Proverbs 3: 5-6

God has you right where you 
are at this appointed time for a 

reason. 
Know that you have arrived  

with great purpose and can do 
all things through Christ!
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Church Register
FUNERAL:
“In my father’s house are many mansions”

5/11/20  Mrs Margaret Marshall, Arran View 
Care Home, formerly of the Braes, Saltcoats 

11/11/20 Mrs Chrissie Halliday,  
Montfode Drive, Ardrossan   

16/11/20 Miss Elizabeth(Beth) Biggins,  
Halkett Place, Saltcoats    

10/12/20 Mrs Catherine Margaret (Irene) 
Purdie, Argyle Road, Saltcoats

1/12/20 Mr Christie Campbell, Arran View 
Care Home, formerly of Canal Street, Saltcoats 
Funeral to be arranged

Prayer Group Margaret Cassidy

Heavenly Father, 
as we approach the 
celebration of the 
birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ we will 
be remembering 
the times we have 
enjoyed in the past and that this year will be so 
different for all of us. 

Father we pray for those who may find themselves 
alone as they cannot travel to see relatives and we 
ask that you watch over them, keep their spirits 
high until the time comes when we can all visit 
family and friends again.

Father we pray for all our Church family here 
at Kirkgate and just ask that we continue to be 
blessed with phone buddies, audio services, ‘The 
Messenger’ which all help keep us together and 
bring us news of our church families. 

Father we pray for our community at large and 
pray that people take some time of reflection and 
hope as this year comes to a close, be with us all 
and guide us forward.

These things we ask in your Son Jesus Christ’s 
name.  Amen.

From the Communication Committee
As you are aware, since March we haven’t been printing any copies of the Kirkgate 
Messenger because of the lockdown restrictions and the problems of distributing it free 
of charge to all our members. We have been emailing it out to around 80 folk for whom 
we hold an email address, and it is also available to download from the church website 
and facebook page.

Given the ongoing restrictions, and limited number of people that can attend a Sunday 
Service, it will not be feasible to reinstate hand-delivered magazines as before for some 
considerable time. However, several folk who do not have email or computer access 
have been asking for a printed copy of it.

In providing some printed copies, we will therefore start to incur some printing and 
postage costs, which we obviously wish to minimise, due to all the other costs the 
church is facing at present. Income from our advertisers will cover the printing costs but the cost of 
envelopes, address labels and stamps works out at around 95p per magazine.

Therefore, we are asking that if you wish to receive a printed copy of the Kirkgate Messenger that you consider 
making a donation of £1 per issue (£9/year in advance) towards the postage costs. This will apply from the 
February 2021 edition of the magazine and will cover the nine editions that are published in 2021 (no magazine 
is produced in January, July and August). Please fill in the slip which you will find enclosed with a Christmas 
Card and Calendar being delivered to you very soon. Please return it with your donation to the Editor, Elizabeth 
McMahon by 24th January 2021.

messenger

Ardrossan & SaltcoatskirkgateCHURCH
PARISH

www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Registered Scottish Charity: SC023003

DECEMBER 2020
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Many thanks for the 
lovely card sent to us by 
the Pastoral Care group. 
 It was a lovely surprise 
and so good that they 
have taken the time 
to think about us both 
in their thoughts and 
prayers. Very much 
appreciated and good wishes to all 
Elsie & Campbell Wilson 

Isobel Smith and Russell Buyers would like to 
thank the Craft Team for the lovely flowers they 
both received recently and to Jean who delivered 
them along with their beautiful selection of 
Christmas cards for them to choose from. The 
kind thought was much appreciated.

Dear Friends at  
Kirkgate Parish Church.

May I take this opportunity 
to say a big thank you from 
Deirdre and myself for the 
lovely kind gifts you gave  
us on our leaving. 

You will all have a dear 
place in out hearts for the love shared while we were 
with you. 

I am happy for the church family 
that Nigel is at last with you and 
I will watch from not so far to see 
you blossom once more in his 
capable hands. 

God bless you all and stay safe.
Brian and Deirdre Murray

Letters of Thanks
Last Christmas our church sanctuary 
was closed awaiting Phase 2 of our 
refurbishment programme and it was 
decided to purchase a Christmas tree for the 
front door area of the church. This was to let 
the community know our halls were open 
for worship and the congregation very active 
with regular weekly activities and special 
Christmas events.

The tree, outdoor lights and new star were 
ordered and purchased from Sunnyside 
Nursery in Kilwinning, who very kindly 
delivered, installed and returned to 
dismantle and dispose of the tree as a 
gesture of goodwill to us for which we were very grateful. 

We are fortunate that Kirkgate occupies an elevated and prominent 
situation, seen by passers-by on foot, and in cars, buses and trains. 
The beautiful Christmas tree, combined with our floodlights and 
stained glass windows sent a powerful Christian message to the 
community at Christmas. The tree was much admired and enjoyed by 
Kirkgate folk and all in the community.

Despite the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions this year limiting the use of halls for worship, and the unfortunate 
delays to the work in the sanctuary, it was agreed that the Christmas tree be placed at the front of the church 
again as a beacon of hope for all this Christmas time. 

Sunnyside was contacted to order a tree again and Jacqui & Terry have very kindly donated the tree to Kirkgate 
and will install it for the Christmas Season as before. We at Kirkgate give heartfelt thanks for their kindness and 
generosity especially after such a difficult year for everyone. We are indebted to them both and wish all the team 
at Sunnyside Nursery a very happy, safe and peaceful Christmas. 

Evelyn & Elizabeth
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Jean Rainey, TreasurerTreasurer’s Report
The balances of Accounts as at 26th November 2020 were as follows:

General Account £22,672.74

Fabric Account £22,090.41 of which £10,000.00 is earmarked for the sound system.

Cottage Account £5,357.78 which includes any legacies we have received and the organ fund.

Session Discretionary Fund £692.

Minister’s Benevolent Fund £3,412.

Knoxland Bequest £5,018.

The amount collected by standing order, cheque and cash for the month of October 2020  
was £4,538.

Our funds have been up and down during the pandemic which is easy to understand and I have 
given a comparison from March – November 2019 and March-November 2020 to give you an idea 
on how we are doing:

March – Nov 2019: our collections amounted to £39,262

March – Nov 2020: our collections amounted to £33,059.

Many thanks to our regular standing order 
contributors and to those who have set up a 
standing order payment. Many thanks also to 
those who have paid directly into the Church’s 
bank account or who have sent me cheques. 
It is very much appreciated. If anyone needs 
envelopes collected, please give me a phone or 
say to your telephone contact and I can either 
pick them up or you could arrange for someone 
to put them through my letter box. 

If anyone would like to pay in directly to the 
church bank account, the details are as follows:

Sorting code- 83-27-02 Account No. 00277208 
Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church. 

If doing so could you put your name as reference 
so we can claim gift aid if you have signed a 
declaration previously. If you pay tax, by signing 
a gift aid form the Church can claim tax back 
against your collections.

 If you wish to set up a standing order a mandate 
form is printed later on in the magazine. Again 
could you put your name as the reference.

I am very pleased to tell you that we have 
received our gift aid payment from HMRC for 
last year. This amounted to £10,417.94 so you 
can see how valuable it is.

We are going to have to think of different ways 
of raising funds as our church life has drastically 
changed and we haven’t been able to have 
our usual quiz nights or be able to have our 
Christmas fair this year so put on your thinking 
caps and all you creative geniuses out there may 
have some good ideas. How can we use your 
skills? 
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Here are a couple of fundraising ideas if you shop online:

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church is now registered with easyfundraising, which means 
you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop online. Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate 
to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! Please see next page 
for details.

These donations really mount up and make a BIG 
difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you 
could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s 
completely FREE and only takes a moment.

You can find our easyfundraising page at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
ardrossanandsaltcoatskirkgateparishchurch/

We are also registered with smile.amazon.co.uk. 
Whenever you shop through this Amazon donates.

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

Treasurer’s Report - Cont’d

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

I wish to take this opportunity to wish all our Kirkgate family  
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.  

Let’s pray for a much more sociable year!

Thank you so much! Stay safe everyone, Jean

Freewill Offering Envelopes are now available and can 
be picked up from the hall on a Sunday or Thursday at 
the services. 

If anyone can deliver to a friend or neighbour this 
would be much appreciated as we would like them all 
delivered before Christmas. 

Some people will notice that their number has 
changed, this is purely to lessen the amount that we 
need to order and doesn’t make any difference to your 
personal donation.

If anyone no longer wishes an envelope for any reason 
(e.g. has decided to use standing order) please let Jean 
or myself know.

Also if anyone would like a mission box/smartie box 
picked up I am happy to collect them.

Please contact me on 01294 468851.

Stay safe everyone.

Moira Cooper

Freewill Offering Envelopes
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Help us raise FREE 
funds for 

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk

4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when 
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app 

Over £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causesOver £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causes2 million users

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church
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Anne Hynd, one of our church members, enjoys painting and has generously 
offered seven paintings from her collection for sale with 50% of the proceeds 
going to the church. The paintings are shown below.

Any prospective buyers should phone Anne on 01294 464587 to make arrangements to view 
the actual painting before committing to purchase, following current COVID-19 guidelines if 
you do visit her house. 

All the paintings 
are executed in oil 
paints and all are 
framed. Most of the 
canvasses are 20” x 
16” plus frame width.

Suggested 
minimum price 
of £50 each, with 
50% of the profits 
going to the church 
funds. Contact 
Anne Hynd on 
01294 464587 for 
more information.

A great idea for a Christmas present

The Cobbler - Arrochar

Fading Light - Arran

Old Fishing Boat

Brodick Bay

By Yon Bonnie Banks

Winter Birch Trees

Loch Long - Arrochar
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Phone Service

How to listen to the Kirkgate weekly services
Since the lockdown took effect in March we 
have been providing a weekly online audio 
file on our website (www.kirkgatechurch.
org.uk) of our weekly services which includes 
archive recordings of hymns sung in Kirkgate. 
The services are also available as podcasts via 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Anchor FM and Google 
Podcasts amongst others.

Now that we have reopened for Sunday services 
we are also broadcasting the 10.30am service  
as an audio stream LIVE over the internet -  
you can listen to that on the website at  
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk/live-stream.  
The live feed will only be available on a Sunday 
morning, and will end shortly after the service 
concludes, after which a prerecorded version of 
the service, including hymns, will then appear 
on the website.

In addition, Stuart has started compiling a 
monthly “Kirkgate: By Request” programme 
featureing an hour of favourite hymns and 
music, mainly chosen by our congregation. If 
you’d like to make a request or dedication for a 
special event or anniversary, then please contact 
Stuart at requests@kirkgatechurch.org.uk.

The next Kirkgate: By Request programme  
will be broadcast on Sunday, 13th December 
at 7pm and will feature music for Advent and 
Christmas. Requests and dedications should be 
sent to Stuart by Sunday 6th December please.

We are aware that not everyone may have 
access to the internet in order to listen to our 
services, so by the wonders of technology, we 
have set up a dedicated telephone service which 
plays each week’s service over the phone. 

The number is 01294 444201 - a local rate 
number - so depending on your phone provider 
it may be free for you to listen to it, or at worst, 
it will be a minimal local rate charge. There is a 
short menu with (usually) two options: Press 1  
to listen to the weekly Sunday Service, or  
Press 2 to listen to the latest Kirkgate: By 
Request programme.

After you have made your selection there will 
be a short pause of around 15 seconds whilst 
the audio file loads up. During the By Request 
programme there will also be a short pause 

after about 30 minutes whilst Part 2 of that 
programme loads up.

If you receive courtesy phone calls from the 
pastoral care team, they should hopefully make 
you aware of the phone number as well. 

So please, pass the number around anyone 
you think that would like to listen to the weekly 
service - the number is 01294 444201.

12
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Prayer Page Alison Buick

Loving God

You have told us to look forward to a time when your kingdom will come and your 
will be done - a time when there will be an end to sin and evil, suffering and  
sorrow; when all your people will live together in peace and harmony; when Christ 
will come again in glory.

Come to us now, we pray.

Forgive us that so often we have lost our sense of expectation, content simply to 
get by, settling for the way things are, failing to believe you can change our lives or 
transform the world.

Forgive us that we have been too full of our own expectations, believing we know all there is to know,  
pushing you into little boxes we have made for you, presuming your thoughts and your ways are the  
same as ours.

Forgive us that our expectations have been small and limited, tied down by our own limited vision,  
restricted to our own narrow horizons, shaped by looking at life from an immediate rather than an  
eternal perspective.

Come to us now, we pray.

AMEN

A Christmas List Poem

And as you read this message that I send at Christmas time,
Know that I send you all my love, while you are on my mind.

Author Unknown

There is a list of folks I know, 
all written in a book,
And every year at Christmas time 
I go and take a look,
And that is when I realize 
that these names are a part,
Not only of the book they’re written in
 but of my very heart.

For each name stands for someone
 who has walked my path sometime,
And in that meeting, 
you’ve become “Rhythm of the Rhyme.”
And though sometimes the list may 
change and not remain the same,
I really feel that I’m composed of each 
beloved name.

And while you may not be aware of  
any special link,
Just knowing you has shaped my life 
more than you can think,
For once you’ve met somebody, 
the years cannot erase,
The memory of a pleasant word or  
of a loving face.

Never think my Christmas cards
are just a mere routine,
Of names upon a Christmas list
forgotten in between.
For when I send a Christmas card 
that is addressed to you,
It’s because you’re on that list of 
folks I’m indebted to.

And every year when Christmas 
comes, I realise anew,
The biggest gift that life can give
 is knowing folks like you.
May the spirit of Christmas that 
eternally endures,
Leave its richest blessing in the 
hearts of  you and yours.

For be you relative or friend 
or just folks I have met,
You happen to be one of those 
I prefer not to forget.
And whether I have known you
for many years or few,
In some way you have had a part
of shaping things I do.
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Christmas Greetings

To one and all

Wishing you and yours a blessed 
Christmas wherever you are and the happy 
anticipation of joining together again in the 
not too distant future.

Maureen Hunter

With every good wish for  
a peaceful Christmas. 
Health and happiness in 2021 
and look forward to seeing you 
all soon. Stay safe  

We wish all our church friends  
a Happy Christmas  

and health and happiness  
in the New Year .

George & Phyllis
Armstrong

To all our friends at Kirkgate,
Jean and Alastair Rainey send their  

warmest thoughts and best wishes  
for a wonderful Christmas  

and a Happy New Year.

Wishing 
everyone a 
Christmas 
filled with 

Love, Joy  
and Peace 

Anne Aitken

Wishing all my friends a Happy Christmas 
and God’s Richest Blessings in 2021

Kathy Coulter

Wishing all my friends 
in the church a 

very Happy Christmas 
and hope 2021 will 

be a better year for 
everyone.

Eunice McInnes

May peace, love,  
and prosperity  

follow you always.

Wishing all my friends in Kirkgate 
a Happy Blessed Christmas  

and a safe, peaceful New Year.
Christine Ewing

Love,  
Fiona Liddell x
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Christmas Greetings

We send warmest wishes  
to everyone at Kirkgate and  

pray that you have a very  
Happy Christmas  

and hope that 2021 brings  
good news for all. 

Love,
Gordon & Elizabeth McMahon 

xx

I wish all my friends in 
the congregation a very 

Happy Christmas and hope 
they are coping with the 
difficult situation we are 

experriencing.

Best Wishes for 2021
May Watson

Evelyn & Brian Green wish all in 
Kirkgate every blessing  
this Christmas Season.  

Prayers and Best Wishes for a happier, 
healthier and safer 2021 for all. 

In lieu of individual 
Christmas cards this year, 

we are making a 
donation to church funds.

SEASONS GREATING’S 

TO ALL AT KIRKGATE

STAY SAFE 

from 

JOANNA & ROBERT MURRAY

Stuart & Cara McMahon
wish everyone at Kirkgate 
a very Happy Christmas 
and a good New Year.

I pray that next year 
we will be able to come 

together and move 
forward as a church 

and congregation 

Margaret Cassidy 

To all my friends at Ardrossan and 
Saltcoats Kirkgate I wish you seasons 

greetings and a guid New Year.

Christmas Blessings to all my Kirkgate family.  
Love Jennifer Fox and family x 

I have sent a donation to Concern Worldwide,  
Covid 19 Hunger Response in lieu of cards

Wishing all my friends in 
Kirkgate a blessed Christmas  

and a better  New Year

Chrissie Baillie
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Property Report

Phase 2
At our last Kirk Session meeting held via Zoom on Thursday, 12 
November, the Kirk Session approved the reduced schedule of work 
within the Sanctuary. As you know, our funds are limited, and the  
approval for the reduced schedule will now allow us to complete a 
large percentage of the Sanctuary work within our available funds 
including the Funders contributions. The down side is that we are  
unable to finance all areas of work that we desire to cover, but the 
total available funds will be sufficient to cover the work that will allow us to open up the sanctuary for 
worship once again.

The proposed work and estimates were forwarded to the Presbytery Property Convener, Mr Brian  
Murray, who presented Presbytery with the deliverance on Tuesday, 2 December for discussion, and 
which was approved.

The next step is to send project details/estimates to the General Trustees for their approval. The original 
works schedule had been forwarded to the Trustees previously, but we failed to gain their approval on 
that occasion. Our request for financial assistance was turned down, and it simply meant we had to 
return to the drawing board again and rethink our strategy. 

Being granted permission to proceed would be the answer to many prayers that have been said over 
the last 22 months. To have the sanctuary open for worship again, and with the new layout also able to 
support Kirkgate in a diverse range of opportunities – it will be truly a joyous day.

We ask you again for your prayerful support to see Kirkgate open, ready and willing to serve our 
 members and the community. 

Quinquennial Visitation

As I had noted in the last issue of the Messenger work is required to fulfill the concerns raised by the 
Surveyor on his visit to Kirkgate earlier in the year. Covid has restricted our response to the issues 
raised, and we are now in the process of actioning the urgent items.

The flat roof above the small hall and extending to the kitchen area requires to be cleared of all  
vegetation and replace a couple of slipped slates on the main roof. Estimates have been obtained and 
work will now require to progress as we have water ingress from the flat roof into the corridor area 
outside the small hall.

Estimates are also being obtained for work to the ceilings in the annexe/large hall/hall vestibule. 

Manse – some of the roof tiles require attention along with the 
leaking gutter (noted below) will also be repaired.

Church Manse 

The Property Company who oversee the Manse on our behalf 
carried out an inspection recently and three items were 
highlighted that require to be attended to:

1. A leak from the bathroom sink.  
2. A problem with the porch light and finally 
3. A gutter above the back decking leaking quite badly. All repairs 
are in hand now.

Mima McSwan
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Funders’ Report Jean Rainey & Mima 

Free Poppy Pattern
You will need:
• Any red DK yarn
• Pair of 4mm (US6) needles
• Small black button
Cast on 60 stitches using 4mm 
needles and red yarn
Rows 1 - 8 (k2, p2) to the end
Row 9 (k2 tog) to the end (30 
sts)
Row 10 (Slip 1, k2 tog, pass slip stitch over)
Break off yarn, leaving a long tail. 
Thread tail through remaining 10 sts and pull tight, fasten 
off yarn.
Join the edges of the poppy together and sew the black 
button in the centre of the poppy.

To all you ladies who helped knit poppies for the 
poppy fall a couple of years ago. 
When we put up the fall for Remembrance this 
year there were a few spaces where poppies have 
moved or fallen off. We could do with a few new 
poppies to fill the gaps and freshen it up in time 
for next November. 
I therefore have a request to make - a little project 
for over the winter months and Covid restrictions.

Please see the pattern opposite should you need 
it. Looking forward to your support once again.

Thank you,   
Fiona Liddell

Knitted Poppy Appeal

We provided a fairly full & positive report in the last issue of the  
Messenger, and the following is just a short update on where we are. 

We are now delighted to announce that Kirkgate have received an 
additional pledge of finance assistance from the Baird Trust.

The funders put in many hours of work trying to supplement  
Kirkgate’s budget, to enable us to progress the work in the sanctuary, 
and this latest news has truly delighted us.

The pledges of support were based on the original total for the refurbishment of the sanctuary. We have 
informed two of the charities who pledged finance assistance of our present situation and the need to 
reduce the original scope. The Robertson Trust will also be informed of our reduced scheme. We have 
hope that the three Trusts will consider our situation favourably, and while we may not receive the full 
amount they offered initially - whatever sum they decide to contribute will be very welcome, and allow 
us to cover an area that we have had to put on the back burner.

It is with thanks to the unnamed girls of the Craft Team, 
who gave their time freely to ensure Remembrance Day 
is marked in a very special way. 

You could not miss the tribute to the fallen as you entered 
the large hall - decorated with poppies draped from the 
roof down to the floor. It was a constant reminder in the 
peace and quiet of the service, and especially during two 
minute silence, why it is the least each one of us can do 
– to give two minutes of our time to remember the many 
who gave their lives for each one of us, so that we could 
live in peace. 

Those who gave their lives from the combined churches 
that make up Kirkgate are always with us – their names 
engraved on the plaques that grace the church walls. We 

owe a massive debt to all 
who gave everything, and to 
the ones who returned but 
were never the same after 
the war. 

To see the gates adorned 
with poppies in the shape 
of two crosses – one on 
each gate is also a sombre 
reminder of wars that have 
cost our country so much, and it is Kirkgate’s way of 
paying tribute to all who have paid the final price in the 
community. 

With grateful thanks to the poppy girls of Kirkgate.

Remembrance Day - The Poppy Display
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. 
Please keep the team up-to-date with information about 
people who need pastoral care or support at this difficult time 
for everyone. Please don’t assume they already know - they 
would rather hear several times over than not at all. The main 
contacts for Pastoral Care are: 

Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

If you would like to receive the 
Kirkgate Messenger by email 
(or know of any members who 
would like to receive it) then 
please send an email to:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.
uk and we’ll add you in to the 
mailing list for the next edition. 
Thank you.

“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and 
touch folk wherever they are.......”

Evelyn Green , pastoral care co-ordinator , 
pastoral team and callers. 

Hello to all

The season of Advent is with us and due to Covid we are unable to 
meet and share in our usual, much anticipated and enjoyed church 
services, events and social gatherings.

Many Kirkgate folk will be unable to meet family and friends over the 
festive season and it is even more important that we keep in touch with 
our Kirkgate Family over this very different Christmas period.

The Pastoral Team and volunteer callers will continue to keep in touch, 
to share friendship, offer support, love and care this Christmas time.

Sadly, we have lost several members of Kirkgate this month and 
contact has been made with bereaved families through phone calls 
and words and messages of sympathy in Kirkgate pastoral cards to 
assure families we have not forgotten them in these difficult times. 

We also continue to remember and pray for Kirkgate folk in hospital, 
care homes and living alone at home this Christmas time.

We look forward to the day when we can all meet Nigel our 
new minister, and his wife and family! 

Nigel stated that he is passionate about pastoral care and we 
in the Pastoral Team are certain he’ll be a great support and 
inspiration in our work. 

As ever, heartfelt thanks to all members of the pastoral team 
and volunteer callers for all your support, efforts and care in 
keeping Kirkgate connected.

Let’s hope and pray for the arrival and successful roll out of 
the Covid vaccine which will allow us to meet and worship 
together once more. 

Wishing everyone a joyful, peaceful Christmas and a safe and healthy 2021. 



19

Update on Groups

The Foodbank is 
still in need of vital 
donations.

For more information on the Food Bank 
website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of 
three-days’ nutritionally balanced, non-
perishable tinned and dried foods 

THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned 

spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

I have not been in the house 
for five weeks but will be 
back by the time you read 
this.

The home was closed again due to Covid-19 and 
the staff have been working very hard to keep 
everyone’s spirits up. 

Christmas is being arranged but it will be very 
different, no groups visiting who sing and  
entertain the residents, no big Christmas lunch 
with the Friends’ Group and the decorations will 
be very different as well this year, but  
saying that, the celebrations will take place, Santa 
will still visit and turkey will be served as we have 
to try and make it as normal as possible but just a 
little bit different.

I am sure all the residents would like me to send 
their greetings to each and every one at Kirkgate 
and pray that soon we will be able to meet again.

Margaret Cassidy

South Beach  
House

A very warm  
welcome to Nigel, 
Savior and Deuel. We 
hope it won’t be long 
until we can meet up 
again and you can join us for lunch. 

Christmas is fast approaching and sadly we  
cannot hold our Christmas lunch with gifts,  
entertainment and of course Santa and his 
trumpet playing elf. 

Please continue to pray for our lunch club friends 
and anyone struggling at this time.

The Foodbank would be pleased to receive any 
festive goodies you wish to donate. 

‘The Night Before  
Christmas Charity’ 
are helping North 
Ayrshire Homeless 
Services this year 
with their appeal  
for donations of 
warm clothing  
e.g. hats, scarves, 
gloves, socks, pyjamas, toys, sweets, slippers, 
books, toiletries , sweets and small toys (similar 
items to the Blythswood Appeal). You can donate 
cash if more convenient on their ‘justgiving page’ 
NB4CC

NAC donations can be handed in at the local 
library on Tuesdays 2 - 4pm and Thursdays 10am 
– 12noon.

For more information contact ‘Night Before 
Christmas’ please email:  
nb4cc2017@gmail.com

Kirkgate is supporting this 
appeal and your gifts can 
be brought/left or collected 
for the service on the 13 
December when Nigel will 
bless and dedicate them. Your 
gifts will be delivered to local 
homeless clients in time for 
Christmas.

A very Happy Christmas to 
everyone and keep safe.

Pam Martin
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Update on Groups - Cont’d

Church and Community 

Once again we have not been 
able to be together but as this 
year comes to an end soon, we 
just hope that it will not be too 
long until we can meet as one big 
family and have social gatherings, 
outreach services etc.

Until then I wish you all a good Christmas and 
pray that next year is so much better than this 
one.

Take care till then.

Margaret Cassidy

Craft Team
November has been a 
really busy time for us. 

Our doorstep  
delivery, of a basket  
of Christmas cards and 
gift wallets, to choose 
in the comfort of your 
own home  
has proved very 
popular. The basket 
isn’t empty yet so if 
anyone would like 
to have a look please 
phone Jean Hay on 
01294 469986 or any 
member of the team 
and we will arrange delivery and collection. 

Cards are all priced individually from 40p to 
large cards at £1.50. We can still take orders 
for individual special cards for birthdays or 
Christmas. 

Once again we are grateful for the support we’ve 
had from the congregation, our new minister, the 
Pastoral group and the Guild and through this we 
were able to donate £300 to Church funds at the 
end of November. 

We wish everyone a safe and Happy Christmas. 

KA leisure has continued 
to work with community 
groups like Kirkgate’s 
Chair Aerobics group throughout the months. 

We were delighted when Sharon kindly restarted 
our ‘Zoom’ class and several of us take part 
regularly. 

They have also organised daily walks of 
approximately one hour for those who need 
healthy exercise all very enjoyable (despite the 
weather sometimes) but if you’re well wrapped 
up it doesn’t matter - a few spots of rain never 
harmed anyone!! These activities are open to 
anyone who enrols with KA. Leisure.

Christine Ewing

KA Chair  
Aerobics

Over the last few months the 
Presbytery safeguarding team 
have been having regular 
‘Zoom’ meetings with the  
parish coordinators. 

It is vital for all volunteers to know that they are 
very much appreciated. Training must be  
continued on a regular basis. 

It is now required that everyone should have a 
refresher course every three years. 

Meetings have started for both new volunteers 
and refreshers. These are online but there could 
also be other possibilities. More meetings are 
being held but definite dates will be given once 
‘Zoom’ openings are verified. 

We know that there are several members in both 
categories and there is the opportunity for having 
single church training if numbers are sufficient. 
Please speak to Christine Ewing Tel: 601700 or 
Elizabeth Howie Tel:467881 if you want more  
information. 

Safeguarding
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November 2020 saw us celebrating 90 years of the Guild at Kirkgate. Our five united 
congregations have had Guild groups since 1930, at least. 

The Rev. Dr Archibald Charteris founded the Woman’s Guild in 1887 to support and 
train women in their work and service at home and abroad within the Church of 
Scotland and since then the Guild has gone from strength to strength. In 1997 the 
name was changed to Church of Scotland Guild to include all Church members  
male and female. Throughout all that time the Guild has been a constant support 
to the Church practically and financially.

Unfortunately the histories of our five groups have been lost in all our 
amalgamations but we do know the group at Landsborough Church, Saltcoats 
“registered” with the Guild office in 1930. We can assume the women of the other 
Congregations followed soon afterwards. The Guild has supported the Church in 
Ardrossan and Saltcoats faithfully since then and we pray it will continue to do so.

Since we couldn’t have a social event we marked the occasion by sending a special 
card with a Guild badge to members past and present. We hope you all enjoyed 
receiving them and can only apologise if anyone was missed. 

We pray that our meetings will be able to resume sometime in 2021 and we look forward to that and an 
assured welcome to anyone wishing to come along.

Kirkgate Guild

For those of you with computers, smart phones 
or whatever devices you use, we hope you will 
still enjoying receiving the ‘Kirkgate Messenger’ 
electronically, either by email or via the website.

The next deadline date for contributions is  
Sunday 31st January at the very latest please 

Many thanks to everyone who at the time of 
printing, have donated £100 for their seasonal 
messages to be included in this magazine. The 
money will go into the Magazine account.

It is hoped that by the time the February edition 
is ready we will have once again secured income 
from the advertisers and should be in a position 
to print a limited number of copies for those who 
wish a copy. 

However, if it has to be posted out we would be 
looking for a donation towards the cost of P&P. 
This change got the approval of the Kirk Session 
and you will have read further details on this on 
page 6 of this magazine. 

Be assured we are well aware of folks without 
technology and do feel that the magazine does 

fulfill a purpose of keeping 
everyone up-to-date with 
church news but at the same 
time we would want to save on 
expenses so we will continue 
to email it out to those on the 
list unless we hear from you. 

A Christmas card from the church with a message 
from Nigel along with dates for the Christmas 
services and details about the magazine / P&P will 
be posted to you very soon, see page 6 for further 
information. 

If you have an email address and don’t already 
receive ithe magazine via email please send 
your address to me at the address below or to 
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk and we will 
attend to it.

The magazine will still be available on the website, 
along with lots of other information to keep 
our church family informed. If you have any 
interesting news or heard of any events to share 
please feel free to email me at  
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net or send me 
written copy if you don’t use a computer. 

From the Editor

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’  



22

I KNEW YOU WOULD COME - by Elizabeth King English 

We locked our General Store and dragged ourselves home, it was 11.00 
pm on Christmas Eve 1949. We had sold almost all of our toys and all of 
the layaways except one had been picked up. Usually we kept the store 
open until everything had been claimed. We would not have been happy 
knowing that some child’s gift had not been claimed. But the person who 
had put a dollar on that package never returned.

Early Christmas morning we felt there was something humdrum about it. 
Our 12 year old was growing up and I missed his childish exuberance of 
past years, and after breakfast he had gone next door to visit his friend. 

My husband had gone back to sleep muttering “There’s nothing left to stay up 
for” and then I had this strange persistent urge which seemed to be telling me 
to go to the store. I looked at the sleet and ice outside and thought this is crazy 
but the urge would not go away. I got dressed. Outside, the wind cut right 
through me and the sleet stung my cheeks. I slipped, slid and groped my way 
to the store. In front stood two boys one about 9 and the other 6. “ See I told 
you she would come” the older boy said jubilantly. The younger one’s face was 
wet with tears but he stopped sobbing when he saw me.

“What are you doing out here?” I scolded hurrying them into the 
store. You should be at home on a day like this.” They were poorly 
dressed, no hats or gloves and their shoes barely held together. I 
rubbed their icy hands and got them up close to the heater.

“We’ve been waiting for you” replied the older boy. “My little  
brother Jimmy didn’t get any Christmas, we want to buy some 
skates. That’s what he wants. We have 3 dollars.” I looked at the 
money, then at their expectant faces and then looked round the 
store. “I’m sorry “ I said “but we have no…..” then my eye  
caught the lone package. ”Wait a minute“ I said as I walked over, 
picked it up, unwrapped it and miracle of miracles there was a 
pair of skates. Jimmy reached for them and Miracle of Miracles 
they were his size.

The older boy presented the dollars to me. ”No” I said “I want 
you to have these and I want you to use your money to buy some 
gloves.” They blinked at first and their eyes were like saucers, and 
their grins stretched wide when they realised I was giving them the 
skates. What I saw in Jimmy’s eyes was a blessing.

We walked out together and as I locked the door, I asked the  
older brother “how did you know I would come?” I wasn’t prepared 
for his reply. His gaze was steady as he answered softly “I ASKED 

JESUS TO SEND YOU”

The tingles in my spine were not from the cold. God had planned 
this. As we waved goodbye, I turned and went home to a brighter 
Christmas.

A True Story
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For your Amusement ........ 

WE THREE KINGS
PANDEMIC PARODY

Words r.G.Huff

A serious Hymn-Writer - Gone roGue

We three kings are three feet apart.
We’ll purrell before we depart.
We’ve been tested as suggested.
Careful are we and smart!
Melchiar is now quarantined!
Stuck in Persia so it seems
No more travel on a camel
‘til there’s a good vaccine.

Balthasar has lost his taste.
Easting food is such a waste.
How disquieting now he’s dieting.
Life is now slower paced.
Casper left the caravan.
He postponed his stargazing plans.
No more roaming Casper’s homing.
Scrubbing his reddened hands.

O......do our masks go with our gowns?
Do these face shields hide our crowns?
We’ve had plenty twenty twenty!
Still we head t’ward David’s town.
Still our masks clash with our gowns!
Face shields hide our toppled crowns! 
We’ve had plenty twenty twenty!
Soon we’ll head t’ward David’s town.

JoHn Henry Hopkins, Jnr

kinGs of orient

Refrain
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Interim Moderator Rev James McNay
The Manse, Goldenberry 
Avenue, West Kilbride

01294 823186 JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum Mr Brian Murray
19 Snowdon Terrace,  
West Kilbride KA23 9HN

 01294 822272 brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care SEE PAGE 12 FOR CONTACT DETAILS 

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Moira Cooper
1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan 
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life 
& Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Jean Hay
18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS 

01294 469986

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinators Mrs Evelyn Green & Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira Cooper; 
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon 
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: 
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;  
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Miss Alison Buick;  
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;  
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.  
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;  
Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira Cooper. 

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

The Life & Work website 
is regularly updated with 
news and articles from 
around the country:

 www.lifeandwork.org
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Life & Work: In the December edition...... 

ylvia’s 
oapy 
udsS

33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 286573 | 07538 258347

Mon-Thu: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3.30pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm
Pick up and delivery available: 
Three Towns & Seamill: £2

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
0500 340875  or  46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING?
To arrange a convenient appointment, 

please call or email us today

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire

KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE

We aim to provide Soup and 
Sandwiches and our presence in 
the Kirkgate every Friday starting 
on 14th September from 12.30pm 
to 2pm for those who are homeless.
 
For further information contact 
CHANA on 07585 665751

Cunninghame & Kilmarnock

For a free no-obligation quote 
contact: 

Jim Morrison

01294  605 857
01563  573 787

Murray’s
Merchandise

Wide range of bespoke personalised 
products from just £2 - £15

Located in Sylvia’s Soapy Suds
33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan

Tel: 07488 235653 
Email: murraysmerchandiseayrshire@gmail.com

A Covid Christmas 
The challenges of marking Christmas 
2020, by ministers and chaplains

Today, Tomorrow and for Eternity 
The Moderator of the General Assembly 
explains why the message of the Christ 
Child is not just for Christmas

From Stevenston to Shorthand 
How a knack for shorthand took church 

member John Dawson on a journey 
across the world Christmas Can’t Be 
Stolen

The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers reflects 
on the message at the heart of a  
children’s Christmas tale, amid the im-
pact of the Covid-19 pandemic on this 
year’s celebration

Online:- Visit www.lifeandwork.org for 



Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

Gents’ Barber

DEE DEES 
CUTZ

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 6464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

Kerr Baillie Ardrossan
01294 469124

Used Car Sales
Finance Available
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair
Bodyshop Accident / Insurance  
Repairs & Restoration 

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255

29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Tuesday

Established 1902
West End Cafe

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• Used Cars
• Tyres
• Exhausts
• MOTs
• Repairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk
10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan

Tel: 01294 469119

New Business: Open 6 Days
• Take Away • Sit In 
• Home Delivery 
• Outside Catering

Email: lyscott2000@yahoo.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Tuesday

Established 1902
West End Cafe

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• Used Cars
• Tyres
• Exhausts
• MOTs
• Repairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk
10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan

Tel: 01294 469119

New Business: Open 6 Days
• Take Away • Sit In 
• Home Delivery 
• Outside Catering

Email: lyscott2000@yahoo.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services



 

   

 

 
 
STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
To: The Manager 
Bank name: 
Bank address: 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pay: The Royal Bank of Scotland  
Irvine (D) Branch 
69 High Street 
Irvine 
KA12 0AL  

For the credit of: Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
 Account Number 00277208 

Sort Code 83-27-02 
The sum of (in numbers 
and words): 

 

Commencing on the         day of                       in the year            and thereafter 
every month/year until cancelled by me in writing and debit my account 
accordingly:- 

Account name to be 
debited: 

 

Account number:  
Sort code:   
Details to be quoted on 
Payment advice to Royal 
Bank of Scotland 

 
 

  
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ______________________ 
 

Registered Scottish Charity SC023003 
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA 
Tel: 01294 472001 (answering machine) 
Email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk 


