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From your Locum ... Mr Brian Murray, Tel: 01294 822272
Email: brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Dear Friends,
Many Biblical figures were called upon to go on 
epic journeys in the records of scriptures in the 
Old Testament and post ascension in the New 
Testament; Moses leading his people out of 
slavery from Egypt to the promised land, Jesus 
teaching the way of God throughout the Middle 
East, although hardly travelling more than a few 
hundred miles between Galilee and Jerusalem, 
and Paul’s journeys all the way through the near 
middle east to Rome and perhaps to Spain. 

We don’t really know if he reached Spain as was 
his want, but it is good to have aims and plans 
to work to in the Kingdom, ambitions for the 
furtherance of that Kingdom where ever that 
leads. In AD 96, Clement of Rome wrote of Paul: 
“Having taught righteousness unto the whole 
world and having reached the farthest bounds of 
the earth”, a phrase often used by ancient Roman 
writers to mean as far as Spain.

The crucial element of our Christian journey is 
having a mission we aim to fulfill. Yes, we will 
almost always meet with adversity and doubt, 
however, in our difficult times of the journey, 
we can be inspired by the word of God to give us 
strength and direction.

More often than not we set out on that journey 
in obedience to God and we have no destination 
except to do the will of Him who sent us wherever 
that leads. Sure, we may have a notion of where 
God will take us when we freely give over our 
whole being into Jesus care. The exciting thing 
is, although the journey may be arduous, the 
destination will bring relief and a peace for 
knowing we go in the name of the Lord. 
Someone once said that the most difficult of paths 
leads to the most beautiful of destinations.

When I came to Kirkgate at the end of 2018 I had 
little idea of where God was leading me. I had not 
long become a Reader in the Church of Scotland 
and I was nervous as I came to you with a notion 

that I would give the church 6 weeks or until 
March 2019. Little did I know the many blessings 
I would find in serving you all and that six weeks 
turned out to be almost two years. 

This is the last little letter I will give you in my 
capacity as your locum although I will try to keep 
in touch as I journey on from you, for your path 
goes one way and mine another. 

You will have new travelling companions shortly 
to be guiding and living in love with you all in 
Nigel and his family. I have hope in my heart 
that you will love him as you did me for you 
are a resolute bunch of Christian people who 
have endured and live in hope yourselves for 
Christian revival in your community. You will 
have a mountain to climb in Saltcoats, not least 
because of all the tradition that Covid 19 has 
taken from the church in general. You will start, 
no doubt, gathering and nurturing the flock 
who are scattered to their homes and embracing 
changes to widen your witness as a unified 
Christian family in the community. When this 
virus passes, and please God it will, you can have 
a fresh start and a new ministry. I wish you well 
in that and, as I say, I will hopefully not be too far 
from you. 

Bless you all for the friendships we have made 
and for the kindest of receptions you have given 
Deirdre and I every single Sunday we were with 
you. Go in peace and 
go in joy at your new 
exciting future with 
Nigel at the helm. God 
alone knows the future 
He has ordained for 
you but, as Scripture 
says, He will give you a 
future filled with hope.

Your friend and 
brother in Christ,
Brian 

Jeremiah 29:11
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Romans 15:24
24 Paul writes - I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while passing 
through and to have you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your 
company for a while.
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Kirk Session Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

We had a Zoom meeting on Thursday 22nd October. The main business of the 
meeting was the arrangements for Nigel’s induction. The manse is still  
occupied, and we have agreed with Nigel that he will continue living in 
Glasgow and will travel down for services. We offered the option of renting 
accommodation locally but the family would prefer not to have the upheaval of 
moving twice, which we fully understand. This means that we as a congregation 
will pay Nigel’s rent and Council Tax until he is able to move to the manse. We 
have also agreed to do some refurbishment in the manse before Nigel moves 
in. His induction will, subject to the approval of Presbytery when they meet on 
Tuesday 3rd November, take place in Kirkgate on Thursday 19th November at 
7pm. Only a few people will be able to attend the service, but we hope to stream it for others to see. 

It is customary to have a collection so that a new minister can be given a presentation at the time of  
induction. It would also be fitting to have a collection for Brian who has served us so faithfully as 
Locum, and for James, who has been our Interim Moderator for some three years now. You will find 
details of how to make a gift below.

We have been unable to get updated costs for Phase 2 and so regrettably we cannot proceed at present. 
We are however arranging for the organ to be covered over so that it is kept safe. The situation is very 
frustrating for us all, but we cannot do anything until we have the figures.

We decided not to buy a poppy wreath this year as we were not sure what was happening at the  
Cenotaph, but we will make a donation instead.

We have also decided not to have a Christmas gift service this year as things are so different. We were 
astounded at the response to the shoebox appeal and think it is fair to give you all a break! They will be 
dedicated on Sunday 1st November.

Attendance at services is encouraging, but there are still empty chairs, and we would be happy to see 
you if you would like to come along. The most important thing is to stay safe and well in these difficult 
times.

How to donate your monetary gifts
If you would like to contribute a monetary donation,  
the church hall will be open to receive your donations on:
• Thursday 5th November, 10am – 11.30am 
• Saturday 7th November, 10am – 12 noon 
• Sunday 8th November, 10am – 12.30pm

Alternatively donations can be delivered or posted to: 
The Session Clerk,  
Mrs Vivien Bruce,  
57 Dockers Gardens,  
Ardrossan, KA22 8GB 
to arrive by Saturday 7th November at the latest. 

Please mark your envelopes clearly with either ‘New Minister’,  
‘Interim Moderator’ or ‘Locum’ so that we can easily allocate the donations.  

Cheques should be made payable to Kirkgate Parish Church. 
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Church Register
FUNERAL:
“In my father’s house are many mansions”

18/10/20 Mrs Jean Strachan, Caledonia Care 
Home, formerly of Montgomerie Court, Saltcoats

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

Mrs K Wren has moved from 
Corsankell Wynd, Saltcoats 
to be with her family in 
Chelmsford, Essex . We wish 
her every happiness in her 
new home.

LETTER OF APPRECIATION: 

To all my Kirkgate friends. 
Please allow me to convey my 
heartfelt thanks to each and 
every one of you for the cards I 
received following the passing of 
my sister Marellen. The flowers I received were 
beautiful and I was immensely touched by all 
your kind words and sympathies. 
Barbara McWilliam 

Scottish Poppy Appeal 2020
The Scottish Poppy Appeal is facing an unprecedented crisis as thousands 
of our volunteers are forced to stay at home because of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. This comes at a time when the demand on Poppyscotland’s vital, 
life-changing services for the Armed Forces community is increasing rapidly. 
To donate please see our website, www.poppyscotland.org.uk

100 years on, you can help the Poppy thrive
The 1921 Poppy Pledge is a year-long celebration of the Poppy. If you enlist for this special campaign, 
your mission is to raise £1,921 over the course of this momentous year. Raising this amount would be 
such a fitting tribute to our Armed Forces Community. and homes. 

Remembrance Sunday, 8th November 2020
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

The Poppy is born
On November 11th, 1921, the first cloth Poppies were sold in Britain. 
More than nine million had been made, but, such was the nation’s desire 
to remember those lost during the Great War, that they sold out almost 
immediately. That first Poppy Appeal raised more than £106,000 – a huge 
sum at the time – and the funds were used to help veterans find jobs and 
homes. An enduring symbol of our gratitude and a lifeline for veterans 
was born.

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we 
lie, In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies  
grow In Flanders fields.

In Flanders Fields... by John McCrae
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We now have the opportunity to worship in the 
Church hall albeit without singing and socialising 
and some of the congregation have managed to 
give in their collection envelopes saved up from 
lockdown so we are very appreciative of that and 
thank you all.

The amount collected by standing order, cheque 
and cash for the month of September 2020 was 
£4,015.

Many thanks to our regular standing order 
contributors and to those who have set up a 
standing order payment. Many thanks also to 
those who have paid directly into the Church’s 
bank account or who have sent me cheques. It is 
very much appreciated. If anyone needs envelopes 
collected, please give me a phone or say to your 
telephone contact and I can either pick them up 
or you could arrange for someone to put them 
through my letter box. 

If anyone would like to pay in directly to the 
church bank account, the details are as follows:

Sorting code: 83-27-02 Account No: 00277208 
Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church.

If doing so could you put your name as reference 
so we can claim gift aid if you have signed a 
declaration previously. If you wish to set up a 
standing order a mandate form is printed later on 
in the magazine. Again could you put your name as 
the reference.

In June I wrote that we have always tried to keep 
six months’ reserves of expenditure in the bank 
account but due to the closing of the church 
building our collections and fundraising have 
taken a big hit. We are still keeping our heads 
above water, there is still 1 payment to Edinburgh 
for Ministries and Mission for £1,203 plus the 
locum’s salary from June up till now and I am 
hoping our Gift Aid payment will be paid into our 
account in the near future. 

Our craft team have donated £950 this year which 
is amazing so many thanks to all those who 
continue to request cards from them and the gifted 
people who make them. The keep fit donated £508, 
another great amount so many thanks to them 
also.

We have had the QV report and some urgent 
repairs require to be carried out in the hall and 
annexe so there are many demands on what 
monies we have.

We are going to have to think of different ways 
of raising funds as our church life has drastically 
changed and we haven’t been able to have our 
usual quiz nights or be able to have our Christmas 
fair this year so put on your thinking caps and all 
you creative geniuses out there may have some 
good ideas. How can we use your skills? 

Here are a couple of fundraising ideas if you shop 
online:

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church is 
now registered with easyfundraising, which means 
you can raise FREE donations for us every time you 
shop online. Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate 
to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with 
them – at no extra cost to yourself! Please see next 
page for details.

These donations really mount up and make a BIG 
difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you 
could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s 
completely FREE and only takes a moment.

You can find our easyfundraising page at 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
ardrossanandsaltcoatskirkgateparishchurch/

We are also registered with smile.amazon.co.uk. 
Whenever you shop through this Amazon donates  

Thank you so much! Stay safe everyone, Jean

Jean Rainey, TreasurerTreasurer’s Report

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

The balances of Accounts as at 21st October 2020 were as follows:

General Account: £6,584
Fabric Account: £23,508 of which £10,000.00 is earmarked for the sound system.
Cottage Account: £5,207 which includes any legacies we have received and the organ fund.
Session Discretionary Fund: £692.
Minister’s Benevolent Fund: £3,412.
Knoxland Bequest: £5,018.

SUPPORT KIRKGATE
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Help us raise FREE 
funds for 

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk

4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when 
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app 

Over £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causesOver £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causes2 million users

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church
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Prayer Page Alison Buick

GIFTS AND GIVING

Generous loving God, not content with setting countless universes in motion you 
lavished infinite variety on all that exists.

And so I praise you for the singularity of each person, for all that unites us as  
individuals. Especially I praise you for my gifts. But the more I remember your  
generosity to me in your gifts of body, mind and spirit, the more I am filled with 
regret and shame. I have taken many of your gifts and buried them deep inside me. 
Some are so overlain by the sediment of passing years that even I do not know they 
are there. Forgive me.

Even better than your gifts in creation is the new life you offer through Jesus. May his spirit revive and 
shake my slumbering self, waking me to receive his gift of living for others.Then I will look at people and 
see their needs. I will dig deep into my own self so that gifts, long buried may be uncovered to give light 
and flavour to others.

Living in this way the zestful joy of childhood will return as if I am born again. Joy will come from being 
and serving and I won’t even need to hear Jesus saying: “Well done good and faithful servant.”

AMEN

From Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook

 
Lord, how much juice you can squeeze from a single grape?

How much water you can draw from a single well?

How great is a fire you can kindle from a tiny spark?

How great a tree you can grow from a tiny seed?

Thank you for prayer, 

For love,  
For joy , 
For faith.

Let me always be prayerful, loving, joyful, faithful.

Prayer Group
Heavenly Father, as we once again cannot meet in the Church properly 
we are reminded that other Church events are not happening.

Father, we pray for the farmers this Harvest time and ask you to give 
them a good yield this year so that not just our plates can be full but 
those across the world and that knowone goes without.

Father, we also pray for Remembrance at this time of year we are 
reminded  of those who lost and still lose their lives to war, we pray for 
peace and stability in our world and we remember all those who have 
lost a loved one.

Father, we continue to pray for our local community and those who find it difficult to leave their homes 
due to the virus, help each of us to be aware of these people and offer help in any way we can. 

Father, we pray as a Church and as we look forward to our new minister we just ask that his induction 
and settling in period are blessed by you.

So Father, hear these our prayers in your son’s name. Amen

Margaret Cassidy
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PHASE 2

I know that many of you simply wish to be able 
to worship once again in the sanctuary, and I can 
assure that is what we are working towards and 
can only apologise for the time it has taken to 
move this phase forward. While we had hoped to 
raise sufficient funds to complete our vision for 
Phase 2 – this has not proved possible. 

The funds that are available will allow us to 
progress to a degree. It simply means that we have 
to curtail our vision and outlay at this time, but by 
doing that I trust we will, in due course, be able to 
worship once more in the sanctuary. 

A request had gone out to our Project Manager to 
update all our estimates so that we know exactly 
what the available funds will allow us to do. The 
main areas under consideration are removal of 
the asbestos in the boiler house, replacement of 
the ceiling – part of which came down earlier in 
the year, and installation of a new heating system 
the old one was condemned in January 2019. 
In addition, we have to consider the extra items 
like scaffolding which unfortunately can be a 
very expensive outlay. It is also essential that we 
employ professionals to cover over the whole 
organ to prevent damage. As we know from Phase 
one – we planned and thought we had covered 
all possible areas of expense. That proved to be 
wrong as with any work in an old building the 
unexpected can pop up and we have to ensure 
that we have sufficient contingency laid aside to 
cover that. 

It was hoped to have costs to hand for discussion 
at the Kirk Session last week. Unfortunately, the 
Project Manager was unable to meet the date, as 
the contractors he planned to use were very busy 
after lockdown and could not provide the updated 
estimates by the set date. We should receive an 
update of expected costs within the near future.

I am sorry for the 
delay for I know it is 
very disappointing for 
all who are involved 
in working to achieve 
the completion of 
Phase 2. 

While office bearers 
are closer to the ongoing efforts, I would ask all 
members to help us by taking a little time each 
day to pray, and ask God for his help in once again 
opening up the Kirkgate sanctuary for worship.

GENERAL PROPERTY MATTERS

In addition to the above all other property areas as 
required are being dealt with. Fire extinguishers 
have all been checked and an out of date unit 
has been replaced. Servicing of the boilers will 
take place in late November or early December 
along with the annual checks on fire and risk 
assessments for the building.

QUINQUENNIAL VISITATION.

Kirkgate received a QV visit earlier in the year. 
The report was received, but with lockdown and 
the restrictions in place it was only discussed at 
the recent Kirk Session. A quinquennial report 
comes under three headings Urgent / Essential /
Desirable. We have a duty to follow up all areas 
that have been highlighted, and items noted 
under urgent were discussed and will be fully 
checked out, with any repairs required being 
initiated. While carrying out this work - costs 
will be incurred, but the health and safety of all 
who use Kirkgate has to be first and foremost our 
highest priority.

Property Report Mima McSwan
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Funders Report Jean Rainey & Mima McSwan

As you are well aware for the past 20 months the Sanctuary has been 
unavailable for public worship and funerals. This is most regrettable 
as members find the sanctuary a place of quiet remembrance and 
peace.

While every effort has been made to progress Phase 2 of our project 
to a successful conclusion, unfortunately Kirkgate has been faced 
with a variety of challenges that have delayed us, and delays only 
bring disappointment for all concerned and increased costs.

In reviewing Phase 2, uppermost in the funders mind was the 
further deterioration that would be follow if the Sanctuary were left 
without heating for another year. The fabric, especially the ceiling, is 
not in good condition and inevitably further deterioration will occur 
in that area. The organ is precious to Kirkgate and requires heating 
to ensure that it will continue to function into the future.

While Kirkgate has sufficient funds to cover 50% of the proposed 
work - the church required to seek funding to cover the remainder 
of the costs, as Presbytery will only grant Kirkgate permission to 
proceed when all required funds are available.

Since the beginning of the year the funders group have been 
working hard to gather and prepare application forms for various 
funders. It involved wading through lots of information and 
preparing documents with all the information needed. We have 
been fortunate to have had help and great advice from Kaileigh 
Brown who works for The Ayrshire Community Trust. We sent off 
3 applications which were all acknowledged but were told it could 
take up to 6 months for an answer to see if we were successful.

Recently we were delighted to receive a letter from Garfield Weston 
pledging us £15,000 if we raise the total amount of money needed 
for our renovations to the Sanctuary. We also received a cheque for 
£7,000 from All Churches group.

Unfortunately these amounts, although very welcome, fall a long  
way short of the funds needed to complete the whole of our 
renovations.

The well being of the Sanctuary is close to everyone's heart and the 
funders appreciate that Kirkgate can only afford to do, at this stage, 
what the available funds will cover. By trimming back on the size 
of the original project it would hopefully allow us to move back to 
worshipping in the Sanctuary in the not too distant future.

Success Recipe in Grant Applications
2 Cups of Faith, 2 Cups of Love, 1 Cup of Hard Work,  

1 Cup of Persistence, 1 Tablespoon of Vision.  

Shake them all together and enjoy it with your team.

Nikolaos Floratos
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Phone Service

How to listen to the Kirkgate weekly services
Since the lockdown took effect in March we 
have been providing a weekly online audio 
file on our website (www.kirkgatechurch.
org.uk) of our weekly services which includes 
archive recordings of hymns sung in Kirkgate. 
The services are also available as podcasts via 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Anchor FM and Google 
Podcasts amongst others.

Now that we have reopened for Sunday services 
we are also broadcasting the 10.30am service  
as an audio stream LIVE over the internet -  
you can listen to that on the website at  
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk/live-stream.  
The live feed will only be available on a Sunday 
morning, and will end shortly after the service 
concludes, after which a prerecorded version of 
the service, including hymns, will then appear 
on the website.

In addition, Stuart has started compiling a 
monthly “Kirkgate: By Request” programme 
featuring an hour of favourite hymns and music, 
mainly chosen by our congregation. If you’d like 
to make a request or dedication for a special 
event or anniversary, then please contact Stuart 
at requests@kirkgatechurch.org.uk.

The next Kirkgate: By Request programme  
will be broadcast on Remembrance Sunday, 
8th November at 7pm. 

The December edition will feature music for 
Christmas and will broadcast on Sunday 13th 
December. Requests and dedications for that 
edition should be sent to Stuart by Sunday 6th 
December please.

We are aware that not everyone may have 
access to the internet in order to listen to our 
services, so by the wonders of technology, we 
have set up a dedicated telephone service which 
plays each week’s service over the phone. 

The number is 01294 444201 - a local rate 
number - so depending on your phone provider 
it may be free for you to listen to it, or at worst, 
it will be a minimal local rate charge. There is a 
short menu with (usually) two options: Press 1  
to listen to the weekly Sunday Service, or  
Press 2 to listen to the latest Kirkgate: By 
Request programme.

After you have made your selection there will 
be a short pause of around 15 seconds whilst 
the audio file loads up. During the By Request 
programme there will also be a short pause 

after about 30 minutes whilst Part 2 of that 
programme loads up.

If you receive courtesy phone calls from the 
pastoral care team, they should hopefully make 
you aware of the phone number as well. 

So please, pass the number around anyone 
you think that would like to listen to the weekly 
service - the number is 01294 444201.
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Blythswood Christmas Appeal - 2020
We have had a tremendous response to the Christmas Shoebox Appeal this year.   
Knitters have used their time to good use during lockdown to produce lovely 
goods. Others have responded to requests for basic toiletries, toys, stationery or 
finance to buy these things to complete each box. 

There are over 200 boxes already filled with a few more to be completed. They will be dedicated on 
Sunday 1st November before their uplift on Tuesday 4th November when they will start their journey to 
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine in time for Christmas. 

We pray for the drivers who will risk their lives and health passing through countries with high risk of 
the Covid-19 virus to deliver the boxes and that they return home safe to their families. 

An enormous thanks to one and all.  
from the ‘Shoebox Ladies’.

A huge thank you to the ladies who 
organise this collect so efficiently. 

Below - The joy in the faces of the 
children and adults who receive the 
boxes makes this collection a much  
appreciated christian action. 
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. 
Please keep the team up-to-date with information about 
people who need pastoral care or support at this difficult time 
for everyone. Please don’t assume they already know - they 
would rather hear several times over than not at all. The main 
contacts for Pastoral Care are: 

Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

If you would like to receive the 
Kirkgate Messenger by email 
(or know of any members who 
would like to receive it) then 
please send an email to:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.
org.uk and we’ll add you in to 
the mailing list for the next 
edition. Thank you.

“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and touch folk wherever they are.......”

Hello to all.

By the time this issue of our magazine is with you, British Summer 
Time will be officially over and we will be in the midst of the 
“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness “ and all it’s glorious 
colours. 

We are living in strange uncertain times, but we can be certain of 
God’s love and care for us and the pastoral care team and callers 
continue to bring that love and care to our church family through 
regular, friendly phone calls and we are committed to doing that. 
A call from a friendly voice can make such a difference, supporting 
each other through long winter days & keeping Kirkgate 
connected. 

Once more, sincere thanks to all Pastoral Team members and 
callers for your continued time, effort and care.

Thank you to Christine McFarlane for the donation of beautiful, 
reusable handmade face masks which have been distributed to 
Kirkgate folk. 

People have kindly given donations , £25 in total, and Christine 
wishes this sum be given to church funds. 

Thank you also to the creative church Craft Team for the very 
artistic variety of cards supplied to the Pastoral Care Team to 
enable us to continue our work . 

Lastly and very importantly, please remember in your prayers, 
those in the Kirkgate Family, recently bereaved, ill at home or in 
hospital, lonely or isolated at home or living in care homes. 

Stay safe, well and strong.

Every blessing,

Evelyn Green , pastoral care co-ordinator , 
pastoral team and callers. 
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Update on Groups

Craft Team

The Foodbank is 
still in need of vital 
donations.

For more information on the Food Bank 
website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of 
three-days’ nutritionally balanced, non-
perishable tinned and dried foods 

THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned 

spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

Church and Community 

We still live in difficult times 
and we cannot meet  
together as a Church so we 
have to think of ways that we 
can to raise funds and  
socialise. It would be good 
if you have any ideas to pass 
them along and we can try 
and do this by virtual means.

The work of the church still continues and if  
anyone feels they have been left out or ignored 
please do not hesitate to contact myself or one of 
the other members of session. It is times like these 
when we all must stay together and pray together 
as we hope that this virus will go away soon and 
we can get a bit more normality in our lives and 
world.

Until then take care

Margaret Cassidy

The months are passing very quickly but 
unfortunately we are still unable to reopen the 
Friday lunch club. 

The legislation and guidance we would have to 
follow would be too difficult to comply with so, 
sadly, we must remain closed at present. 

The volunteers are in contact with each other 
and pass on regards to and from any of the lunch 
clubbers they meet while out and about. 

Graham Campbell, one of the link workers, hopes 
to set up a new community larder where people 
can go to shop. This is to complement the Food 
Bank. 

Any help with this venture would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Keep safe in these uncertain times and I urge you 
to continue to pray for these local supports and 
for those in need. 

Thank you. 

Pam Martin

The team now have a stock of 
Christmas cards and gift wallets 
ready for sale.  

Due to the current 
circumstances we have decided 
to reduce our prices this year !! 
We have a variety of small cards 
for 40p and medium ones for 
50p. Larger cards are available 
for £1 and £1.50. 

As we can't have our usual card 
sale, we are willing to drop off a 
basket with a selection of cards 
and wallets at your door. We 
would leave it with you to choose 
at your leisure and collect it at an 
agreed time in a couple of days.

If anyone would like a delivery 
please do not hesitate to phone 
me, Jean Hay, Tel: 469986 or 
speak to any of the Craft Team.  
Take care and keep safe. 
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For those of you with computers, smart phones 
or whatever devices you use, we hope you will 
still enjoying receiving the ‘Kirkgate Messenger’ 
electronically, either by email or via the website.

The next deadline date for contributions is  
Sunday 29th November at the very latest please 
and should include any information through to 
7th February as we take a break over December 
and January.

If you would like a seasonal message to all your 
friends and family this Christmas included in the 
December magazine we will be happy to do this 
for a small donation which you can send to me 
with your message at 8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats, 
KA21 5NJ. 

We have had a few requests for a printed copy of 
the magazine which we can do, but delivering to 
all members as we used to do is problematic due 
to the COVID restrictions. We email it to around 
80 households and will continue to do so for the 
foreseeable future as this saves on the costs of 
paper and printing as well as saving the planet. 

Many churches charge for their magazine but 
we have always been able to let you have it free 
simply because we usually have income from the 
advertisers to cover some of the costs. 

However, since many of them were affected by 
lockdown restrictions, as a goodwill gesture, we 
have continued to include their adverts digitally. 

It is hoped that by the time the February edition 
is ready we will have once again secured income 
from the advertisers and should be in a position 
to print a limited number of copies for those who 
wish a copy. However, if it has to be posted out 
we would be looking for a donation towards the 
cost of P&P. This change will need approval of 
the Kirk Session before we can implement it so 
in the meantime bear with us. Be assured we are 
well aware of folks without technology and do feel 
that the magazine does fulfil a purpose of keeping 
everyone up-to-date with church news. 

If you have an email address and don’t already 
receive it via email please send your address 
to me at the address below or to messenger@
kirkgatechurch.org.uk and we will attend to it.

The magazine will still be available on the 
website, along with lots of other information to 
keep our church family informed. If you have 
any interesting news or heard of any events to 
share please feel free to email me at elizabeth.
mcmahon@talktalk.net or send me written copy  
if you don’t use a computer. 

From the Editor

As all suscribers know, I have been in touch about paying for your Life & 
Work by Direct Debit, and with the promotion saving yourselves £6 this year.  

This will save everyone from having to find the right money, giving it to me, 
which I then give to the treasurer, who then needs to record it in the church 
accounts - so simple, the £30 will be taken in January 2021 for 12 issues.

If you would like to start subscribing then I can let you have the paperwork to do so.

You can find a snippet of what’s in Life & Work near the end of the magazine or visit the Life and Work 
website for regular news and exclusive features, and find it on Facebook and Twitter.

Many thanks for all your co-operation with this changeover and I hope 
and pray that you all continue to receive your magazines. In the unlikely 
event of a problem please let me know and I will try to sort it out for you. 

Life & Work 

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’  
and Life & Work Convenor
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Interim Moderator Rev James McNay
The Manse, Goldenberry 
Avenue, West Kilbride

01294 823186 JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum Mr Brian Murray
19 Snowdon Terrace,  
West Kilbride KA23 9HN

 01294 822272 brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care SEE PAGE 12 FOR CONTACT DETAILS 

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, 
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Moira Cooper
1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan 
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life 
& Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild
Secretary:  
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Jean Hay
18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS 

01294 469986

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinators Mrs Evelyn Green & Mrs Jennifer Fox 
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira Cooper; 
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon 
 
PROPERTY: Acting Convener: 
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;  
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Miss Alison Buick;  
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;  
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.  
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;  
Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira Cooper. 

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

The Life & Work website 
is regularly updated with 
news and articles from 
around the country:

 www.lifeandwork.org



16

Life & Work: In the November edition...... 

ylvia’s 
oapy 
udsS

33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 286573 | 07538 258347

Mon-Thu: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3.30pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm
Pick up and delivery available: 
Three Towns & Seamill: £2

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
0500 340875  or  46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING?
To arrange a convenient appointment, 

please call or email us today

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire

KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE

We aim to provide Soup and 
Sandwiches and our presence in 
the Kirkgate every Friday starting 
on 14th September from 12.30pm 
to 2pm for those who are homeless.
 
For further information contact 
CHANA on 07585 665751

Cunninghame & Kilmarnock

For a free no-obligation quote 
contact: 

Jim Morrison

01294  605 857
01563  573 787

Murray’s
Merchandise

Wide range of bespoke personalised 
products from just £2 - £15

Located in Sylvia’s Soapy Suds
33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan

Tel: 07488 235653 
Email: murraysmerchandiseayrshire@gmail.com

Service and Needs 
Looking back at the Church’s work providing for 
the forces at home and abroad during the Second 
World War.

War, Sacrifice and Gratitude 
Jeff Hopewell describes how stained glass has 
been used in some churches to remember the 
sacrifices of war.

With Scorching Heat and Drought 
Adrian Shaw reflects on the Church of Scotland’s 
history on climate change.

Trusting God 
The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair says we are going to 
have to get better at living with uncertainty,  
trusting that God is with us.

Poppies, Medals and Hot Chocolate 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the month 
of November

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive 
features
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Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Tel: Donna Dunlop
07874 365415

Gents’ Barber

DEE DEES 
CUTZ

3 Young Street, Ardrossan

www.deedeescutz.co.uk

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 6464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

Kerr Baillie Ardrossan
01294 469124

Used Car Sales
Finance Available
All Makes Service, MOT & Repair
Bodyshop Accident / Insurance  
Repairs & Restoration 

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Cavani’s

68 Hamilton Street, Saltcoats Tel: 464638

Quality Home Made Ices
Daily & Sunday Papers
We sell over 200 varieties of 
toffees, chocolates and boiled sweets
Closed every Tuesday

Established 1902
West End Cafe

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• Used Cars
• Tyres
• Exhausts
• MOTs
• Repairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk
10 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan

Tel: 01294 469119

New Business: Open 6 Days
• Take Away • Sit In 
• Home Delivery 
• Outside Catering

Email: lyscott2000@yahoo.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
To: The Manager 
Bank name: 
Bank address: 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pay: The Royal Bank of Scotland  
Irvine (D) Branch 
69 High Street 
Irvine 
KA12 0AL  

For the credit of: Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church 
 Account Number 00277208 

Sort Code 83-27-02 
The sum of (in numbers 
and words): 

 

Commencing on the         day of                       in the year            and thereafter 
every month/year until cancelled by me in writing and debit my account 
accordingly:- 

Account name to be 
debited: 

 

Account number:  
Sort code:   
Details to be quoted on 
Payment advice to Royal 
Bank of Scotland 

 
 

  
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ______________________ 
 

Registered Scottish Charity SC023003 
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA 
Tel: 01294 472001 (answering machine) 
Email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk 


