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From your Locum ...

For the pat few weeks I have been privileged to
take services back in the building at Ardrossan
and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church once more.
Yes, its very different with chairs spread out, a
one way system in and out, face coverings and
hand sanitation. No hugs, no close standing, just
socially distant acknowledgement of each other.
One must leave right away to allow cleaning to
take place and no loitering in the grounds either.
So no tea, coffee and socialising.
These are things that seem to go against
everything we stand for in the Christian social
scene. Things that make witnessing even harder
when only very few can meet up and then in
such restricted circumstances and there is only a
fleeting chance to share the warmth of Christian
love among the body. Never the less, it is there in
the smiling eyes behind the face covering.
Despite all that, we have been seeing a steady flow
of people coming on a Sunday morning and some
who listen in to the live audio streaming. There
is also the online recording of the service and a
new programme Stuart has put together called
Kirkgate: By Request whereby we can be uplifted
and encouraged by the hymns and music people
have requested.
In the early church and indeed over this world
there are people meeting in much more difficult
situations than we find ourselves in. We can
still publicly come out to worship recognising
the social distancing law, of course. Some in
this world have to meet in secrecy, some fear
persecution that will inevitably happen if they are
discovered.
In the early church of the first centuries, it may
have been frowned upon to hide away from
persecution, but to let oneself be caught and
tortured and even executed for following Jesus
Christ. It became a concern of the authorities in
Rome that Christian were throwing themselves
forward to die for Christ, fearless in the face of the
violent opposition.
Martyrdom may hold a special place in your
hearts, for innocent lives taken because of belief,
however, there is every need to be cautious. As
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Jesus said once, “I am sending
you out like sheep among
wolves. Therefore be as shrewd
as snakes and as innocent as
doves. Matt 10:16 (NIV)
Common sense prevails in
that dying for Christ should be in a spiritual sense
mainly, whereby we live to tell the tale and carry
on telling the tale.
This Coronavirus has shaken our daily lives, much
of what we did has stopped and it seems there is
no plan for going back any time soon to full, so
called, normality. Yes, it is right to fear this virus
and all that it is doing to our land and society. The
latest as I write being the debacle over the student
population and the high number contracting the
virus.
Fear, that basic instinct, has many a consequence
in the health of a person. Worry, anxiety,
sharpness of tongue and so on all manifest
themselves from fear. Let us remember that we
have a God who cares, who protects and who
brings us rest and peace. Love counteracts fear
every time does it not?
This age has already been written in history
because of the Covid19 world pandemic, yet let us
write our own story of perseverance and fortitude
in tackling it with the aid of the Holy Spirit of God
resting our spirit, bringing peace to our hearts and
minds and, above all, let this age be known for
the powerful prayers and worship the Christian
community lives by.
As we pray that a vaccine can be found and we
have great concern for our physical safety let those
who believe have great concern for the Spiritual
safety of those
we know and
love as well.
Every
blessing
Your locum
and friend
Brian

Kirk Session

Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

It has been lovely to be able to see some of our church family again in the past
month, both at services and as people have come to hand in votes for Nigel and
then to sign the Call. We were delighted that so many took the time to return
ballot papers and to sign the call. We are now awaiting the arrangements for
Nigel’s induction to be made with Presbytery.
You will be aware that our manse is currently let. Notice has been given to the
tenants who are in the process of seeking alternative accommodation. Once the
manse is vacant there may be some redecoration required before Nigel moves
in – we just need to wait and see. I am in regular contact with Nigel by phone
and email and I know that he is looking forward to meeting you all.
Attendance at our services has been encouraging, but we do have room for more people, so please get
in touch with Mima if you would like to come along. It is not the same without being able to sing, but
Stuart plays for us, and it is good to see others even for a short time. Unfortunately it does not look as
if there will be any singing allowed in the coming weeks, but we just need to wait prayerfully and see
what happens. At the end of the day we have to remember that this virus is extremely dangerous and
should be treated with respect!
We applied to Presbytery for funding from the 5% pot to allow us to purchase an industrial dishwasher,
a new fridge, a new microwave and new teapots. We are delighted that this application was approved,
and look forward to the day when we are able to make use of the new appliances!
In conclusion I would like to thank you all for your caring attitude. It is great to know that we are
looking out for each other, keeping in touch with each other, and praying for each other. I hope that
you all keep well in the next few weeks.

Prayer Group

Revised Gospel Hymns

Heavenly Father as we
find ourselves back in a
semi lockdown where
we cannot no longer visit
family and friends we just
pray that you lift those
who feel isolated alone
and possibly unloved

Now available! Revised Gospel Hymns for today's
generation of modern churchgoers. The old favourites
can now be sung without guilt, conviction, or
discomfort. Hundreds of your old favourites made
comfortable. Some of the titles include:

Father you understand our feelings and know our
thoughts and we pray that this pandemic goes
away soon and we can return to some form of
normality.
Heavenly Father as a church we are
excited about having a new minister and we pray
that Nigel and his family are
allowed to move soon to this area where he
can take up his new post with all of us.

"Amazing Grace, How Interesting the Sound"
"Praise God from whom All Affirmations Flow"
"Pillow of Ages, Fluffed for Me"
"When Peace, Like a Trickle"
"We Give Thee but Still Think We Own"
"What an Acquaintance We Have in Jesus"
"We Are Milling Around in the Light of God"
"Blest Be the Tie that Doesn't Cramp My Style"
"I Surrender Some" "Standing on the Premises"
"Sweet Minute of Prayer"
"Blessed Insurance"
"Come We That Like the Lord"

Father we take time to pray for all our
congregation and ask that you keep us all well
and safe until we can return to meet again on a
regular basis

"Avoid the Good Fight"

Amen
Margaret

"I Have My Own Way"

"Onward, Social Workers"
"The Gold-Plated Cross"
"Some for Jesus"
and the all-time children's favourite: "I Love Me"
3

Treasurer’s Report

Jean Rainey, Treasurer

The balances of Accounts as at 25th September 2020 were as follows:
General Account £8,914
Fabric Account £23,559 of which £10,000.00 is earmarked for the sound system.
The amount collected by standing order, cheque and cash for the month of August 2020 was £3,023
Many thanks to our regular standing order contributors and to those who have set up a standing order
payment. Many thanks also to those who have paid directly into the Church’s bank account or who have
sent me cheques. It is very much appreciated. If anyone needs envelopes collected, please give me a
phone or say to your telephone contact and I can either pick them up or you could arrange for someone
to put them through my letter box.
If anyone would like to pay in directly to the church bank account, the details are as follows:
Sorting code: 83-27-02 Account No. 00277208 Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church. If
doing so could you put your name as reference so we can claim gift aid if you have signed a declaration
previously. If you wish to set up a standing order a mandate form is printed later on in the magazine.
Again could you put your name as the reference.
In June I wrote that we have always tried to keep six months’ reserves of expenditure in the bank
account but due to the closing of the church building our collections and fundraising have taken a big
hit. We are still keeping our heads above water, bearing in mind our biggest expenditure is our M&M
payment to Edinburgh of £4,453.40 monthly, and I am hoping our Gift Aid payment will be paid into
our account in the near future. George Armstrong, as always, has been working away in the background
to get our claim into HMRC as early as possible and I am hoping this will help to see our income meet
our expenditure.
We are at the start of a new exciting chapter in our church life with the calling of our new minister and
will have to think of different ways of fundraising for the near future. Anybody who has any ideas please
feel free to pass them on to me.
Here are a couple of fundraising ideas if you shop online:
Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church is now registered with easyfundraising, which means
you can raise FREE donations for us every time you shop online. Over 4,000 shops and websites will
donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself!
These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you
could take a moment to sign up and support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes a moment.
You can find our easyfundraising page at:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ardrossanandsaltcoatskirkgateparishchurch/
You can also find further information on page 5.

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

We are also registered with smile.amazon.co.uk.
Whenever you shop through this, Amazon donates
to our church: smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
or just type in the search box
‘Kirkgate Church’ and it should appear.
Thank you so much!
Stay safe everyone
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smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Help us raise FREE
funds for
Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk
4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app

Over £32 million raised

million
users
Over £321.8
million
raised

1.8
million
users
150,000
causes
2 million
users
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Prayer Page

Alison Buick

GOD’S MASTERPIECE
Take your canvas God and sketch on it a new life for me. Shape me, style me and
shade me with your spirit.
Paint over the old me with all my blemishes and flaws and then, with Jesus as your
model draw my heart again and colour it with love.
Even if my body has been distorted with passing years and my face lined with by
life’s experiences, brush my spirit with yours highlighting the beauty you pictured
in me once before.
Paint me again as your child wide-eyed with questions, quick to speak all I know, not worried by
passing time nor stressed by duties undone.
God paint over the old me and draw me again so that I can see the world from your perspective.
Then, after growth and in wisdom perhaps one day someone will look and see in me your masterpiece,
a portrait of the glory of Jesus.
AMEN
From Prayers by Tony Burnham and Graham Cook

THE DIFFERENCE
I got up early one morning
and rushed right into the day.
I had so much to accomplish
that I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me
and heavier came each task.
” Why doesn’t God help me ?”
He answered “You didn’t ask.”
I wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled gray and bleak:
I wondered why God didn’t show me.
He said ”But you didn’t seek.”
I tried to come into God’s presence:
I used all my keys in the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided
“My child you didn’t knock.”
I woke early this morning,
and paused before entering the day:
I had so much to accomplish

That I had
To take time to pray.
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Property

Mima McSwan

It is a frustrating and disappointing position for members not to be able
to worship in the Sanctuary in their own church. I acknowledge it is a
problem that requires a speedy solution, and thoughts and actions will be
concentrating on doing just this in the very near future.
Effort has been applied constantly to finding a way forward, but for one reason
or another I have been unable to acquire the necessary permission to proceed.
The main reason being that to satisfy Presbytery, and gain their approval we must have the
necessary funds available to cover the cost of the whole project. That is proving difficult as it is not a
small sum that we require to cover the gap between what Kirkgate has available and what is needed.
The Kirk Session will be discussing possible solution/s at our next meeting of the Session, and trust and
pray that we will begin to see a way forward.
It has also been been disappointing for all who have been concerned with the project over the past 20
months, hopes raised then dashed, but always grateful for all the help and support that has been so
freely given.

Funders Report

Jean Rainey

The funding group have received a response from one of the funders and we will be in a better position
to update you possibly in next month’s magazine after the Kirk Session has been informed.

We take so much for granted nowadays, and often forget when people give
service to their church that they do it without a fuss – willing to share their
time and talents.
To the gardeners who have quietly gone about their business - they
deserve a big thank you. Kirkgate gardens after lockdown were not in the
best of condition – weed filled, some wrapped around the roses, and the
earth covered over by every weed imaginable. Our thanks to Jean Hay,
Christine Ewing & Elizabeth Howie, who have taken on the back breaking
task of clearing the gardens and ensuring that Kirkgate will once again be
a place that brings a smile to the face of the people who visit or pass our
church.
To John Stewart who certainly deserves our thanks for ensuring that no member of the general public
was whacked by the overhanging branches of the trees as they walked along the side of the church in
Manse Street. A brave soul standing at that busy bend, too busy trimming the branches to notice the
traffic whizz pass him.
It is a blessing that with little help from the humans the roses bloom regardless of the weather or the
flying bugs that are so attracted to them. We are grateful to you Alistair for selecting roses that have
brought great joy to many over the years, and still provide a glorious riot of colour throughout the many
months that they flower, and are so admired by the people who pass by.
If you look around the halls and corridors you will see patches of white plaster on the walls – a very
welcome change from the holes and damaged plaster that has been with us for too long. We know Mary
Stewart is gifted in many things, but she kept her plastering talents very quiet indeed. Thank you for
sharing your DIY skills with us Mary – your work is greatly appreciated.
Last and certainly not least – to Stuart who quietly gets on, week after week, with his music and
recordings etc. We are blessed in having Stuart who gives so freely of his time and talents, bringing joy
and pleasure to many, and is indeed a blessing to Kirkgate.
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How to listen to the Kirkgate weekly services
Since the lockdown took effect in March we
have been providing a weekly online audio file
on our website (www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk)
of our weekly services by Brian and Deirdre and
which includes archive recordings of hymns
sung in Kirkgate.
Since the church reopened for Sunday services
on 6th September, we are now able to broadcast
the 10.30am service LIVE over the internet you can listen to that on the website at
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk/live-stream.
Note that at present, the live feed will only be
available on a Sunday morning, and will end
shortly after the service concludes, after which
a prerecorded version of the service, including
hymns, will then appear on the website.
Our services are also now available as podcasts
via Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Anchor FM and
Google Podcasts amongst others.
In addition, Stuart has started compiling a
“Kirkgate: By Request” programme which
broadcasts at 7pm on the first Sunday of every
month, and features an hour of favourite hymns
and music, mainly chosen by our congregation.

If you’d like to make a request or dedication for a
special event or anniversary, then please contact
Stuart at requests@kirkgatechurch.org.uk by
the last Sunday of the month.
We also share the live video stream from West
Kilbride Parish Church on our website at
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk/live2.

Phone Service
We are aware that not everyone may have
access to the internet in order to listen to the
service, so by the wonders of technology, we
have been able to set up a dedicated telephone
service which plays each week’s service over
the phone.
The number is 01294 444201 - a local rate
number - so depending on your phone provider
it may be free for you to listen to it, or at worst,
it will be a minimal local rate charge. There is a
short menu with (usually) two options: Press 1
to listen to the weekly Sunday Service, or
Press 2 to listen to the latest Kirkgate: By
Request programme.

If you receive courtesy phone calls from the
pastoral care team, they should hopefully make
you aware of the phone number as well.

After you have made your selection there will
be a short pause of around 15 seconds whilst
the audio file loads up. During the By Request
programme there will also be a short pause
after about 30 minutes whilst Part 2 of that
programme loads up.

So please, pass the number around anyone
you think that would like to listen to the weekly
service - the number is 01294 444201.
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On average 12 folk are listening to the full service
each week and to date almost 11,500 minutes of
audio have been played over the phone service
in total.
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Online/TV Religious Services
“The Church will not close, because the Church is all around us.”
Here is an updated list of some online/tv religious
services should you wish to watch/listen to something.
KIRKGATE CHURCH – we now have our own audio live stream
at 10.30am on Sunday mornings on our website at: www.
kirkgatechurch.org.uk/live-stream, with a prerecorded version
of the service and hymns available on the website shortly
afterwards. We also share the live video stream on Sunday
mornings from West Kilbride Parish Church, on our website at:
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk/live2
The CHURCH OF SCOTLAND has a list of congregations
with online services (being updated regularly): www.
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online and wider
list of worship resources at www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
news-and-events/news/2020/stay-connected-with-thechurch-of-scotland
BBC Radio Scotland: NEW EVERY MORNING - Sunday 6.307.00am: FM and online at www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b05ps1jk
BBC Radio 4: SUNDAY WORSHIP - Sunday 8.10am. FM and
online at www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnds

BBC Radio Ulster:
MORNING SERVICE –
Sunday 10.15am.
Online at www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/b007cphq
BBC Radio Ulster:
SOUNDS SACRED with
Richard Yarr – Sunday 5.00pm. Online at www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/b007cpph
Premier Christian Radio (DAB and online):
www.premierchristianradio.com/radioplayer
ALL SOULS IN PRAISE (Sundays 7am / 9pm repeat)
HEARTS AND HYMNS with Pam Rhodes (Sunday 8.00am)
SUNDAY LIVE with Pam Rhodes (Sunday 6pm)
ALL TOGETHER NOW (hymn singalong), Mon-Sat, 1pm
Other radio stations such as UCB are also available!
BBC1: SONGS OF PRAISE – Times vary, but approx. 1.15pm
Sundays
Any BBC programme is available for catchup online via the
BBC iPlayer or BBC Sounds.

From the Editor

Life & Work

For those of you with computers, smart phones
or whatever devices you use, we hope you will
still enjoying receiving the ‘Kirkgate Messenger’
electronically, either by email or via the website.

It will soon be time to re-new your 2021
subscription to Life & Work. The order usually
needs to be completed by November.

The next deadline date for contributions is Sunday
25th October at the very latest please.
To compensate for the non-recording of the
weekly service on to the memory sticks and for
those without computers etc., the telephone
facility will continue for the time being, please see
the fuller article about this on page 8.
The magazine will still be available on the website,
along with lots of other information to keep our
church family informed and perhaps join the
various chat groups that are being set up.
Please feel free to email me at
elizabeth.mcmahon@talktalk.net with any
interesting news or events.
A written copy will be fine if you don’t use a
computer.

Should you decide you want to cancel please let
me know as soon as possible please.
Hopefully the postal service will continue until
further notice but should you fail to receive your
copy please let me know.
Visit the Life and Work
website for regular news
and exclusive features,
and find it on Facebook
and Twitter.

Elizabeth McMahon,
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’
and Life & Work Convenor
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COVID-19 UPDATE FOR COMMUNITIES
NORTH AYRSHIRE COMMUNITY SUPPORT
HUBS:
http://northayrshire.community/covid-19updates-for-communities/35201/
The contact centre number is 01294 310000
(Monday to Friday during office hours). They
can offer you advice and make referrals to other
services.
If you want to get in touch with your local
Community Support Hub please use the
numbers below:
Three Towns Community Hub:
01294 475900 or 07907 878861

The hubs are a local point of contact for needs
arising from COVID-19 including health & wellbeing, money, and food. They are staffed by a
small team of North Ayrshire Council and Health
and Social Care Partnership staff and respond
with advice, signposting, referral or coordinating
volunteers.
Useful information will also be shared on the
Locality Facebook Page and North Ayrshire
Council’s Twitter accounts:
Three Towns Locality Facebook Page:
facebook.com/threetownslocalitypartnership/
Three Towns Virtual Community Centre:
facebook.com/groups/ThreeTownsCommunity
North Ayrshire Council Twitter:
twitter.com/North_Ayrshire

THREE TOWNS: USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
Doctors’ Surgeries
Three Towns Medical Practice, Stevenston
Tel: 01294 464141
Stevenston Group Practice
Tel: 01294 464413
Saltcoats Group Practice
Tel: 01294 605141

South Beach Medical Centre, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 463011
Central Avenue Surgery, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 463838
Out of Hours GP, Tel: 111
Out of Hours Social Services, Tel: 0800 328 7758

Church and Community
The Foodbank is
still in need of vital
donations.
For more information on the Food Bank
website at
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
What’s in a food parcel?
Food banks provide a minimum of
three-days’ nutritionally balanced, nonperishable tinned and dried foods
THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,
tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned
spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,
long life blue and green milk, pasta,
pasta sauce and rice
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This has been a
very hard time
for all of us, the
town was very
quiet for months
and may go
there again.
As there is very
little going on it is hard to announce what the
Church and Community Group might be doing
but be assured, when we can, we will be getting
back together and arranging different events
when we can all meet together for the good of the
Church and of course ourselves.
Till then I pray you all keep safe and well
Every Blessing
Margaret Cassidy

Update on Groups
KA Leisure Chair Aerobics
The small group
who have taken
part in Sharon
McIntyre’s weekly
Zoom sessions have
thoroughly enjoyed
every one.
It has been great fun to have regular contact this
way, technical glitches included.
From this week the KA instructors are back in the
centre with their classes, so we have had our last
online session.
We much appreciated the encouragement Sharon
gave us and exercising on our own will not be so
enjoyable. Hopefully Community classes will
restart in the future.
Christine Ewing

South Beach House

Craft Team
A big thank you to all our
customers as once again with
your support we are able to
make another donation to
Church funds of £100 this
month.
It does seem early but we’ve
started making Christmas
cards and gift wallets !!
We will be happy to take
orders for any individual
special cards as well as
smaller ones.
Please feel free to phone me
or any of the team.
We’ll also be able to organise collection
or delivery to you, within the permitted
restrictions, whichever suits you best.
Keep safe everyone.
Jean Hay 01294 469986
Jean, Carol, Solveig, Jennifer,
Christine, Anne and Phyllis.

Margaret Cassidy

As many if you know I am back at work part time two or three days per
week for 5 or 6 hours and this just suits me fine.
South Beach House has change greatly over this past six months and
many residents really miss the visits from their families and friends.
We have garden visits but this is not the same and even the staff find it
very hard as they work under different protocols and procedures. As
you can imagine infection control is big part of all our lives now a days
We can’t even begin to think what Christmas will be like, but as a staff group we do have to start
thinking what we can do to bring some normality into all our lives.
We do continue to have some activities with the residents and still enjoy celebrating birthdays etc, but a
lot of other things have stopped.
Hopefully this pandemic will end soon and we will open the doors again and enjoy living in and around
our community.
Till then take care.
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected
PASTORAL CARE TEAM
“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and touch folk wherever they are.......”
Hello to all.
Autumn is definitely with us, days are shorter and nights longer.
Sadly that ‘ease of lockdown’ period has ended and we face further ongoing
restrictions to our daily lives and are no longer able to have family or friends
visit in our homes.
Be assured Kirkgate Pastoral Team & Volunteer Callers are still active despite
the restrictions.
We will still offer a regular, friendly voice at the end of the phone and will
continue to show our care, concern and love in the challenging winter weeks
& months ahead.
I am constantly impressed by the good humour , resilience, steadfast faith &
love of church expressed in these calls during these most challenging of times!
A privilege to share in folk’s joys & sorrows.
Please remember in your prayers members of Kirkgate family ill at home or
in hospital, recently bereaved,isolated at home or living in care homes.
Again sincere thanks to all Pastoral Team members & volunteer callers for their
commitment, time & care – a real team effort!
Stay safe, well & connected. Blessings,
Evelyn Green, Pastoral Care Coordinator, Pastoral Team & Volunteer Callers

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. Please
keep the team up-to-date with information about people who need
pastoral care or support at this difficult time for everyone. Please
don’t assume they already know - they would rather hear several
times over than not at all. The main contacts for Pastoral Care are:
Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531),
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762),
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

If you would like to receive
the Kirkgate Messenger
by email (or know of any
members who would like to
receive it) then please send
an email to:
messenger@kirkgatechurch.
org.uk and we’ll add you in to
the mailing list for the next
edition. Thank you.

West Kilbride Parish Church is also using Zoom video/audio conferencing for some online meetings where
folk can keep in contact. You can download Zoom for iPhone / iPad (App Store), Android (Google Play) or for
Windows 10 and Mac. You can also use it via a web browser (Google Chrome recommended). For all meetings,
the room ID will be the same.
Simply go to: https://zoom.us and type in the meeting ID: 933 921 8888
Our Meeting ID will be the same for all our meetings to make things simple.
If you can't connect via your PC or Smartphone, you can join via telephone. Simply phone: 0131 460 1196
When prompted, type in the meeting ID followed by the hash key: 933 921 8888#
Please note that your standard network rates apply when you phone to join a meeting.
Below are some of the meetings they have on, to which all are welcome to join:
Tuesdays – 9.30am: Women / Men Who Pray - Zoom Meeting
Wednesdays – 7pm: Wednesday Fellowship - Zoom Meeting
Fridays – 10am - 12noon - Church Family Fridays - Social Gathering for chat.
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Blythswood Christmas Appeal - 2020
Blythswood confirm that this year’s shoebox appeal
will definitely take place.
We have received generous amounts of hats and scarves and children’s gloves
so far. We would be grateful for all donations but especially basic toiletries, soap,
toothpaste and brushes. Underwear has been moved into the necessary section on the form this year
for the first time.
If you wish to donate but cannot get out to shop yourself we will be pleased to accept money donations
to allow us to buy these items. Alternatively if you wish to complete a box yourself, there will be
covered boxes at the church which you can ask for during the restricted service times at the moment.
Obviously with restrictions on access to the church please contact me if you need anything collected
or further information - Maureen Hunter 464969. We at Kirkgate look forward to contributing in our
usual generous way to this year’s appeal. Many thanks again for your support
Please refer to the checklist below.

Many thanks in advance from the ‘Shoebox Ladies’.
ESSENTIAL ITEMS (ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW)
Toothbrush and Toothpaste
Hat, scarf, gloves
Soap
Underwear
Small Toy for boys and girls
such as cars, dolls, balls.
Please only include new
shop bought toys

Please include the
following items
highlighted in red

Sweets
(No chocolate or any other food)
‘Best Before’ date no earlier
than March 2021.
No loose sweets, lollies or
undated bags of sweets.

TOILETRIES

MISCELLANEOUS

STATIONERY

(NO TALCUM POWDER)
Shampoo
Soap/Shower gel
Face cloth/ Moist wipes
Deodorant
Moisturising Cream
Comb/Brush
Sanitary Products
Shaving foam/Razors
Socks/Tights

New Make-up
Sewing Equipment
Household Candles
Screwdrivers/Pliers
Kitchen Utensils

Pens/Pencils/Sharpener
Notepads/Colouring books
Rulers/Rubbers

CLOTHES AND
OTHER ITEMS
T-shirts/Pyjamas/
Jumpers/Shirts etc

Do not include used or damaged items; war related items
such as toy guns or knives or military figures; hand-made or
knitted stuffed toys; chocolate or any food other than sweets.
Chocolate Eclairs and Chocolate Limes are not allowed;
books that are mainly words should also not be included.
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The Open Church
Yes, it is very good to be back and to meet up face
to face (plus mask) with a limited number of
members. Every item that has been used or
touched prior to, during or after service is
thoroughly disinfected.
It is so strange in some ways now, as before with
the limited space in the hall we all sat fairly close
to each other and could chat happily to our
neighbours. The option of getting up and going to
talk to someone else in a different part of the hall
was wholly accepted. Now to ensure that everyone
is safe we are obliged to keep to our seat, respect
the 2 metre distancing, which all attendees do,
and we have to accept it is just not possible to
have a friendly chat with your nearest neighbour
now.
The one thing that we all miss is joining together
in hymn singing. Unfortunately, that part of the
service is banned, but we still have prayers
and a reflection on the Bible passage etc., and
Stuart plays some music at the beginning and

Lockdown Activities
We’ve all been keeping ourselves busy with our
various hobbies, be it gardening, baking, painting,
sewing or knitting. However I think the lady who
knitted all the items surpasses all. Unless you can
top that!! I would love to have pictures of all that
you have achieved. It’s not a competition just an
interest in all that beautiful hand knitting to be
placed into the Blythswood Christmas boxes and
enjoyed by someone in Eastern Europe. Have you
made something completely different - go on share
your talents with us please.
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Mima McSwan

end. The important part is that we can still join
together (with those listening in to morning
service via ‘phone or media) and be once again
a worshipping congregation. To continue to do
that we just have to accept the restrictions that are
placed on us for our own good, our future health
and continue to look forward to the day when we
can all meet freely without fear of COVID19 and
with renewed confidence.
Members have a choice of two services 10.30am
which is the most popular and the 11.45am
service. We can accommodate 18 at both services
and we will be delighted to welcome you along
should you wish to join with us on any Sunday. A
few seats are still available so why not come along
– it would be good to have your company. Please
ring Mima on 01294 602410 and book your seat.
We are very grateful to Brian, our Locum who
conducts worship every Sunday with the same
heart felt enthusiasm for our Lord, be it at the first
or second service.

Congratulations

Golden Wedding Anniversary
Anne Wylie married Brian Hynd on Saturday 19th
September 1970 in Blairbeth Parish Church, Rutherglen
later renamed Rodger Memorial Church. The service was
conducted by Rev Kenneth Johnston (whose last calling
was a church in Annbank.) and Rev William Wright also
took part (he was the minister who married Anne’s mum &
dad and christened Anne.
The reception was held in the Co-op Halls in Moffat Street,
Gorbals, Glasgow.
Anne’s mum made the wedding dress, the two bridesmaids
and the flower-girl’s dresses, her own outfit and Anne’s
going-away outfit! They honeymooned in Majorca for eight
days! Anne says they have “Lovely memories to treasure”.
Anne and Brian have a daughter Angela, a son Richard
and a grandson Paul.
The Kirk Session and congregation sent congratulations
and flowers to Anne and Brian on their special day.
Unfortunately due to the current restrictions the family
couldn’t be with them to celebrate this landmark occasion,
but they still managed to celebrate and enjoy the day by
themselves.
We wish Anne and Brian many more happy years
together

Letter of Appreciation
Brian and I would like to say a big thank you to all in the
Church for the beautiful flowers sent to celebrate our
Golden Wedding - such a lovely surprise, especially in this
time of lockdown!

Harvest Time © 1978 : Colin Gordon-Farleigh
The land is ripe for harvest,
Look upward for your Lord,
He’ll soon appear in glory,
As He promised in His Word.
He’s returning for the faithful.
For those who know Him true:
Make quite certain you are ready
When He calls out loud for you.
The land is ripe, the land is ripe,
The fields are white as new:
Hasten now to reap the crops,
For the labourers are but few.

We’re told it’s just a twinkling
Of an eye, it is so brief.
He’ll return in clouds of glory
For those with firm belief.
Yes, the land is ripe for harvest,
For the people to go home,
Yes, the land is ripe for harvest,
As He calls us for His own.
The land is ripe, the land is ripe,
The fields are white as new:
Hasten now to reap the crops,
For the labourers are but few.

“Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months,
and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to
you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that
they are white for harvest” (John 4:35).
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Explanation of God
One of God’s main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace
the ones that die, so that there will be enough people to take care of
things on earth. He only makes babies because they are smaller and
easier to make. He doesn’t have to take up valuable time teaching
them to talk and walk . He can leave that to mothers and fathers.
God’s second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot
of this goes on because people like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtimes. God
doesn’t have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this there must be a terrible lot of noise
in his ears.
God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So
you shouldn’t go wasting his time by going over your Mum and Dad’s head asking for something
they said you couldn’t have.
Atheists are people who don’t believe in God. I don’t think there are any here. At least not who
come to our church. Jesus is God’s son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and
performing miracles and trying to teach the people. They finally got tired of him preaching and
they crucified him. But he was good and kind, like his father, and he told his father they didn’t
know what they were doing and to forgive them. God said O.K.
His Dad (God) appreciated everything he had done and all his hard work on earth so he told him
he didn’t have to go out on the road anymore.He could stay in heaven. So he did, and now he
helps out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take care of
and which ones he can take care of himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only
more important.
You can pray any time you want and they are sure to help because they got it worked out so one
of them is on duty all the time. You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God
happy, and if there’s anybody you want to make happy it’s God.
Don’t skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is
wrong. Besides the sun doesn’t come out at the beach until noon.
If you don’t believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents
can’t go everywhere with you, but God can. It is good to know He is around you when you are
scared, in the dark or when you can’t swim and you get thrown into deep water by big kids. But
you shouldn’t just always think of what God can do for you. I think God put me here and He can
take me back any time he pleases.
That’s why I believe in God.
This was written by an 8/9 year old boy who wrote it for homework assigbnment
THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY TO ACQUIRE WISDOM.
BUT WHEN IT COMES TO MAKING A FOOL OF YOURSELF,
YOU HAVE YOUR CHOICE OF THOUSANDS OF DIFFERENT WAYS.
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Who’s Who in Kirkgate
POSITION

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

Interim Moderator

Rev James McNay

The Manse, Goldenberry
Avenue, West Kilbride

01294 823186

JMcNay@churchofscotland.org.uk

Locum

Mr Brian Murray

19 Snowdon Terrace,
West Kilbride KA23 9HN

01294 822272

brian.murray100@btinternet.com

Session Clerk

Vivien Bruce

57 Dockers Gardens,
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113

Deputy Session Clerk

Mima McSwan

23 Springvale Court
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care

SEE PAGE 10 FOR CONTACT DETAILS

sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Organist, Rollkeeper,
Stuart McMahon
Data Protection, Website

93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan
01294 603848
KA22 7PH

Treasurer

Jean Rainey

12a Caledonia Road,
Saltcoats KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor

George Armstrong

46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering
Envelopes

Moira Cooper

1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property
Convenor

Mima McSwan

23 Springvale Court
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street,
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor / Life
& Work

Elizabeth McMahon

8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

The Life & Work website
is regularly updated with
news and articles from
around the country:

Flower Convenor

Chrissie Baillie

40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

www.lifeandwork.org

The Guild

Secretary:
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group

Solveig McCulloch

17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team

Jean Hay

18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS

01294 469986

Country Dancing

Elizabeth Howie

93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Safeguarding Convenors

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE:
Co-ordinators Mrs Evelyn Green & Mrs Jennifer Fox
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Liz Clark, Mrs Moira Cooper;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam;
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder);
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon
PROPERTY: Acting Convener:
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon;
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin;
Mrs Morag Forsyth
FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey;
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;
Mrs Carol Gilmour.
FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mr Alistair Colquhoun; Mrs Moira Cooper.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Miss Alison Buick;
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).
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Life & Work: In the October edition......
The Call of Louisa Jordan
The journey of the spiritual care team called
to work in Scotland’s emergency Covid-19
hospital

A Compassion Which Knows No Boundaries
Ron Ferguson explains why Christianity is
uncomfortable

‘The Virus Has Not Shaken My Faith’
Interview with Scotland’s National Clinical
Director of Health Quality and Strategy, Jason
Leitch
Recognising our Limitations
The Moderator of the General Assembly on a
prayer journey up the four ‘Cardinal Munros’

S

ylvia’s
oapy
uds

Mon-Thu: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3.30pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm
Pick up and delivery available:
Three Towns & Seamill: £2

33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 01294 286573 | 07538 258347

Letting Go
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers emphasises
the importance of letting go of the past and
living in the present.
Online Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news
and exclusive features, including Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission
partners across the world.

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Cunninghame & Kilmarnock
01294 605 857
01563 573 787

7-seat people carrier
and 6-seat minibuses available

Telephone:
0500 340875 or 46 46 46

For a free no-obligation quote
contact:
Jim Morrison

CHANA
Churches’ Homelessness Action North Ayrshire
KIRKGATE CARE & SHARE
We aim to provide Soup and
Sandwiches and our presence in
the Kirkgate every Friday starting
on 14th September from 12.30pm
to 2pm for those who are homeless.
THINKING OF SELLING OR LETTING?
To arrange a convenient appointment,
please call or email us today

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range
of handmade
greetings cards
• Individual cards
made to order

For further information contact
CHANA on 07585 665751

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
PARISH

CHURCH

Wide range of bespoke personalised
products from just £2 - £15

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall,
from 4pm-8pm
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Murray’s
Merchandise

www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Located in Sylvia’s Soapy Suds
33 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan
Tel: 07488 235653
Email: murraysmerchandiseayrshire@gmail.com
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Registered Scottish Charity SC023003
Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA
Tel: 01294 472001 (answering machine)
Email: treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To:
Bank name:
Bank address:

The Manager

Please pay:

The Royal Bank of Scotland
Irvine (D) Branch
69 High Street
Irvine
KA12 0AL

For the credit of:

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church
Account Number 00277208
Sort Code 83-27-02

The sum of (in numbers
and words):
Commencing on the
day of
in the year
and thereafter
every month/year until cancelled by me in writing and debit my account
accordingly:Account name to be
debited:
Account number:
Sort code:
Details to be quoted on
Payment advice to Royal
Bank of Scotland
Signature: ____________________________________
Date: ______________________
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