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A Message from the Manse
Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 01294 683379  Mobile: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

It has been more than two weeks now since we 
moved into the Manse. We have since adjusted 
and are enjoying our new neighbourhood. We 
already feel like we have always belonged to this 
community, with good neighbours like Carole 
and Brian, Shirley and John from Park Church on 
our right, Morag and Crawford who check on us 
regularly, life can only be at its best. With all your 
love and welcome gifts, such has been the warm 
reception and embrace we keep enjoying from 
this family of Kirkgate. Glory to God!

Family has always been the heart of the church 
for me. If it’s not a family, then why join any 
particular group in the name of the church? In the 
past two weeks I have enjoyed the song, “Jesus 
at the centre of it all” I cannot stop emphasizing 
that Jesus should be at the centre of our family 
as Kirkgate family. According to John Piper, 
in his article entitled ‘Jesus is Precious as the 
Foundation of the Family’, “everybody wants a 
happy home. And most people want a purposeful 
home – a home with a mission and destiny 
beyond the mere satisfaction of our own daily 
desires.”

Growing up, I did not always have a father present 
in my life, but I had a home. For us as a church I 
strongly believe that we have each other, in the 
two weeks we have been in our home, Kirkgate 
has proven to be that place, we call home. May 
Jesus be the centre of our church family, and in 
whatever we do. 

Family is the primary unit where family members 
learn their basic concepts, values, knowledge, and 
skills, I pray that we go back to the basic family 
values as the year 2021 continues to bring more 
surprises to each of us as we re-learn how to care 
for each other again. At Kirkgate we speak of a 
home for all, a home without outcasts, where love 
prevails, in the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 13, 
our home’s greatest gift is love. Which is described 
by Paul as patient and kind, love which does not 
demand its own way. As is evident in every home/
family, some are weak, and some are strong. That 
being the case, we strive for the kind of home 
where love prevails, a home with members who 
do not seek their own way. As Paul says: Love 
is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. 

It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing but rejoices 
in the truth. It bears 
all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, 
endures all things  
(1 Corinthians 13:4–7 
NRSV). 

 As new members in 
this family, we may 
sometimes be wrong, 
and weak, but may we, 
together with Christ at 
the centre, never keep a record of wrong. May 
Christ be the cornerstone of the foundation of this 
family here at Kirkgate!

Using the words of John Piper, ‘My message this 
month is that the Lordship of Jesus Christ is the 
only lasting foundation’ for us in this journey.

In a world that is demanding that young people 
grow up faster than the normal way, violence in 
schools is constantly the subject of the day, in a 
world where there is a continuous educational 
disparity in some parts of our communities, 
in a world where materialism is the god of the 
moment, the relevant message is none other than 
taking Christ to be the centre of all we say, think, 
and do. 

The message of Colossians 1:9–20 is at the heart of 
what I want to encourage you with, and it is worth 
memorizing some of these verses. For instance, 
hear the words of Paul in verses 13–14: 

He has rescued us from the power of darkness 
and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.’ 

Do not forget the sermon on Pentecost Sunday, as 
we were reminded that we have a Helper readily 
available to help us. 

Nigel Chikanya

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
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Rev Tichaona Nigel Chikanya 
Tel: 01294 683379  Mobile: 07566 278132 
Email: NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

From the Editor

Elizabeth McMahon,  
Editor of ‘Kirkgate Messenger’  

This is the last edition of ‘The Messenger’ until 5th 
September as we take a break in July and August. 
So the next deadline date for contributions is 29th 
August at the very latest please.
Please keep us informed of any special birthdays, 
anniversaries or any other special events that you 
hear about.

You might want to share a story about a special 
trip you took since restrictions were lifted. 

You’ll find lots of other information to keep our 
church family informed on the website 

Please feel free to email me 
at elizabeth.mcmahon@
talktalk.net or send a written 
copy if you don’t use a 
computer. 

Kirk Session Vivien Bruce, Session Clerk

We were delighted that the afternoon tea boxes have been so well received. Many have 
been in touch to express their thanks, and our thanks have been sent to ‘The Cup and 
Saucer’ in Stewarton for their excellent service. They are opening a tearoom soon in 
Ritchie Street in West Kilbride, and I am sure that many of us will be paying them a 
visit in the future.

We will be celebrating Communion at our services on Sunday 13th June, so if you are 
watching at home you should have your bread and wine or juice ready. Communion 
will also be celebrated at the Thursday service on Thursday 17th June.

Our monthly prayer meeting cannot be held in the usual way at present, and we are therefore going to 
hold it using Zoom. It will take place on Monday 7th June at 7pm, and thereafter on the first Monday 
of the month. You can access these meetings on the phone, and details of how to do this are on the 
communications page. We are not allowed to hold our Annual Stated Meeting on Zoom. Although this 
is a good time to bring members up to date with what is happening it is not a necessary meeting. The 
accounts have already been approved by the Kirk Session and copies can be obtained from Jean Rainey 
if you would like to see them.

It is great that Nigel, Savior and the boys have finally been able to move into the manse. We appreciate 
that it has not been easy for them living in Glasgow since Nigel’s induction in November, and thank 
them for their patience. We look forward to seeing them around more now that they are living here, 
and to helping them to get to know the area.

We are grateful to everyone for their continuing support of Kirkgate and indeed of each other. I am 
pleased to report that both our services on a Sunday are full or almost full, so please do remember to 
contact Mima to book your place if you would like to come. We continue to pray that it won’t be too 
long until the two metre distance rule is relaxed by the Church of Scotland, at which time we will be 
able to accommodate more people in the hall.

Our next Kirk Session meeting will be held on Thursday 10th June via Zoom.

Letter of Appreciation
I would like to say a big 
thank you from myself 
and on behalf of my niece 
and her husband-to-be  
to Jean and the Craft 
Team for making their 
wedding invitations. 

They are absolutely beautiful and they made 
them exactly as the couple wanted.  

Since the wedding had to be postponed due to 
the first lockdown we pray for good weather on 
August 12th and not many restrictions ! 

Moira Cooper

mailto:NChikanya%40churchofscotland.org.uk?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
mailto:elizabeth.mcmahon%40talktalk.net?subject=
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Prayer Group Margaret Cassidy

At the Kirk Session meeting we discussed the issues of having the 
prayer group after the service on a Sunday Morning.

To this end we agreed that this was not possible due to the two 
services and the cleaning etc.between them and afterwards.

It was agreed to have the Prayer Group meet over Zoom on the first 
Monday of the month at 7.00pm. 

This will start on Monday 7th June and hopefully will continue until we can safely go back to one service 
on a Sunday morning and holding it in person afterwards. 

Hope you can join us on Monday 7th June 7.00 p.m. Details of how to join are on the website and on the 
communications page (page 15) or by phone.

Presbytery ReportChurch and Community 

The afternoon teas were a great 
success and everyone enjoyed 
them, they were delivered  
beautifully and enjoyed by all. 

I was amazed at the letters, 
cards and emails that our 
congregation sent as word of 
thanks, some of which you will 
find printed elsewhere in the magazine.

Eunice, Stuart and I all had fun planning the 
logistics but a big thanks goes to Eunice as she 
liaised with the Cup and Saucer throughout.

Hopefully when they open in West Kilbride many 
of you will visit their shop to support them

Margaret Cassidy 

The Presbytery plan was discussed 
and various vacancies noted in 
several churches throughout our area. 
It was agreed to approve Mission 
Group 4 (Arran) for two ministries 
to allow the congregations to make 
some progress in seeking new ministers for the 
island.

The Finance and Stewardship  
report looked at a few churches requiring  
assistance with video and screening items for 
churches to re-open fully when the time is  
correct. We at Kirkgate have already received 
this financial help and would be hoping to  
update some of our equipment when we reopen 
the Sanctuary.

Safeguarding co-ordinators have been meeting 
on zoom  monthly to address any issues 
with paperwork as it must all be completed 
electronically in the future, training is available 
to elders who require this.

The Property report included a discussion about 
the windows and doors in one of the manses in 
the presbytery and also about the new manse 
being built in Brodick where the church requires 
some assistance with the ongoing costs of this. 
The committee will look to Church of Scotland 
to approach the general treasurer for an  
application for assistance.

Margaret Cassidy,  
Presbytery Elder



5

Prayer Page contributed by Alison Buick

BROKEN DREAMS

Loving God we pray for those whose dreams have been destroyed, those who no 
longer have the heart to look forward, who have lost their vision for the future.

So many people, known and unknown - whose happiness and hopes have been 
dashed by tragedy, whose faith in loved ones has been betrayed, who face poverty, 
unemployment, homelessness, disease, starvation, even death – whose trust in you 
has been tested beyond the limit.

God of hope - light a new flame in their hearts.

We pray for those who plod wearily through life with no sense of purpose – those who feel the future is 
empty, bereft of promise, and those who live only for today, fearful of tomorrow.

God of hope - Light a new flame in their hearts.

Touch their hearts, we pray, stir their imagination, rekindle their faith, renew their hope. And so may 
new dreams and new visions be born in the most broken of lives.

God of hope – Light a new flame in their hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal - 2021 
Update from Blythswood - Shoe Box Appeal 2021
Your kindness and generosity makes such a difference, receiving a shoebox brings so 
much joy. We are looking ahead to our Shoe Box Appeal 2021 and to helping vulnerable 
communities across Eastern Europe.
We trust we will be able to deliver boxes and bags to Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, 
Moldova, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.
Filled shoeboxes and drawstring bags will both be gratefully received at all sort stations throughout the 
country. 
We also have additional resources to help, including knitting patterns and filler ideas, which you can 
find in our resources section 

We urgently need your shoeboxes for this year’s Blythswood appeal, ask your friends to save them for 
you or just ask in any shoe shop if they have any spare. We would appreciate if you could start handing 
them in from now onwards to give time for them to be covered in wrapping paper. Maureen Hunter  
(Tel: 464969) is willing to collect them from you - just give her a ring. They are in very short supply and 
we usually require over 200!! 

Also look out for any bargains in essentials like hats, gloves, scarves, underwear, socks or anything else in 
the sales. 

Basic toiletries like soap, toothpaste/ brushes , shampoo, deodorants and sanitary products are always 
required.

Notepads, pens, pencils, rubbers, sharpeners, small toys, sewing products and small tools are all good to 
fill the boxes and they add that bit of extra surprise for the recipient. 
 
We usually start gathering in items in September so plenty time over the summer months to shop.

If shopping is difficult we do accept monetary donations which enables us to purchase anything we find 
ourselves short of. 

You will apppreciate that taking large transport lorries to Eastern Europe to deliver the boxes is 
expensive so your donation could be for that purpose if desired.

Appeal from our Kirkgate Shoebox Ladies

SHOE BOX APPEAL 2020 UPDATE
We were overwhelmed with the amazing response to our appeal last year.  

Thank you so much.
75,218 shoeboxes and bags were donated and sent off to Eastern Europe.

Further information can be found at www.blythswood.org › shoeboxappeal
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South Beach House

Life & Work: In the June edition...

Unfortunately I am no longer working in South Beach House, but I am now 
based 4 days a week in Cumnor Hall in Ayr, also a Crossreach home. This is 
a smaller care home with 31 bedrooms and all dementia residents so a little 
different to South Beach House. At present they have no Manager and an 
absent deputy so I am there to assist over the next couple of months or so.

The residents and staff at South Beach House are doing well and they are slowly opening to visitors and 
have welcomed many back into the house and gardens.

The back garden is to have a massive facelift with several thousands of pounds being spent on slabbing, 
flower beds, walkways  etc and then the front will also be given a facelift, so watch out for that when you 
visit or drive past the house.

Margaret Cassidy

Women and Livingstone 
The reopening of the David Livingstone Centre in 
Lanarkshire offers the chance of a fresh appraisal 
of the explorer’s life, and particularly the role of 
his wife, Mary. 

Building a Different World 
Interview with Carolyn Merry, new director of the 
mediation charity Place for Hope

Tributes to the Duke of Edinburgh 
Church of Scotland figures pay tribute to Prince 
Phillip

Assembly 2021 
More reports to this year’s General Assembly

An Unforgettable Experience 
John R Hume remembers a personal experience 
in a village churchyard

Looking For Deep Spiritual Truth 
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers reflects on the 
spiritual themes in an Oscar-winning movie

A Pleasure to Serve 
In this month’s youth 
column, Catriona 
Munro introduces her 
new role within the 
Church of Scotland 
Faith Impact Forum

Online 
Visit www.
lifeandwork.org for 
news and exclusive 
features, including 
Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland 
partners across the world. You can also find us 
at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter @
cofslifeandwork 

You can now buy a single issue of Life and Work 
online. Visit www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe, 
where you will also find options to subscribe to 
either the print or digital magazine

http://www.lifeandwork.org
http://www.lifeandwork.org
http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe
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Thanks – Afternoon Tea

Ian McNeillie would like convey his thanks to the 
church folk responsible for organising the wonderful 
gesture of the afternoon tea. He thoroughly enjoyed it 
and appreciated the thoughtfulness and kindness of 
the church as a whole. 

Thank you very much for the sandwiches and cakes - it 
was a lovely surprise from the ‘Cup and Saucer’. I hope 
to be back worshipping with you all soon.  
Sylvia Mcainsh

When I received my afternoon tea - it looked a real 
treat. What a lovely gesture from the Kirk to cheer us 
all up. Please convey my thanks to them. It was very 
much appreciated and really brightened up my day. 
Also thanks to Margaret for delivering it and taking my 
photograph to send to my son.  
Maureen Kennedy

Thank you very much for a lovely afternoon tea which 
we enjoyed on a beautiful sunny day.  
George & Phyllis Armstrong

Thanks to the church and all who were involved in the 
organising of the delicious afternoon tea.    
It was a real treat and I enjoyed every last morsel! 
Thanks again, it was very much appreciated. 
Nina Fleming

Thank you for my afternoon tea - it was a lovely idea 
and much appreciated  
Ray McKay

Thanks to everyone concerned for treating us to a most 
delicious afternoon tea. 
Wendy Sneider

Just to say thanks for the delicious tray of goodies  
received recently. What a lovely uplifting  boost. 
Thanks to everyone at Kirkgate for organising such a 
lovely treat. 
Ada Mauchlen

Gordon and I would like to thank the church for the 
lovely afternoon teas we received recently.They were 
very much appreciated. A big thank you to all involved. 
Gordon & Kathleen Quinn 

Thank you for the delicious afternoon tea. It was most 
appreciated.  
Doris Kirkhope

What a great idea to send every member a beautiful 
afternoon tea. We send our thanks and appreciation 
to the organisers Eunice and Margaret with a little 
help from Stuart. We thoroughly enjoyed it and Stuart 
pictured us wearing our matching bibs and glass of fizz 
which just made the afternoon even more special!! 
Gordon & Elizabeth McMahon

The afternoon tea was such a lovely thing to do for all 
of us and so very much appreciated, not only delicious 
but beautifully presented. 
Noreena Elwell

My picture tells the whole story, empty tray, full 
tummies, and our thanks and good wishes to those 
who thought up this lovely idea and made it happen.  
Campbell & Elsie Wilson

Thank you so much for the lovely surprise. It was very 
much appreciated.  
Margaret & David Robb

What a lovely idea, Afternoon tea brought to your 
door!! Thank you so much, it was most appreciated. 
Aileen Aitken

Many thanks for the lovely afternoon tea which I  
received from the church on 28 April. May I say what a 
splendid thought it was to give every member such a 
beautifully presented and delicious gift. It was so good 
to be remembered and my photo says it all. 
Celia Meney

Thank you for the afternoon tea. It provided an 
enjoyable variety to my evening meal and substantial, 
varied additions to my next days’ lunch. 
Mae Paterson

Thank you for the lovely afternoon tea. It brightened 
up my day. 
Margaret Cannon

The afternoon tea treat was just beautiful and much 
appreciated gift from the church. 
Margaret Campbell

Just a little note to thank the church for the beautiful 
afternoon tea from the ‘Cup & Saucer’. It was a lovely 
surprise and very much enjoyed. 
Elizabeth & Alex Frew 

Many cards, letters, phone calls and emails of thanks and appreciation along with your many 
lovely photographs which have been sent to the church and the organisers of the afternoon 
tea. Unfortunately we can only print a selection of those received. You can find some of the 
photos which were sent direct to the ‘Messenger’ on pages 12 and 13.
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Property Report Mima McSwan

Phase 2

Work is progressing well and the Project Manager is happy at 
what has been achieved already.

New pipework has been installed under the existing floor for 
the underfloor heating and in time a new floor will be laid 
over the existing one. 

Two new boilers have been installed in the boiler room by 
our main contractors, which has been cleared of the old 
asbestos flue, and the electrical contractors are now busy 
running cables to them. 

Work on the ceiling has also been progressing very well and 
we now have the plasterers on site.

The gas meter requires to be removed and replaced by a  
larger unit and that will take place in due course. In addition, 
the electrical meter is going to be switched to a smart meter  
at no additional cost to us.

So it is good to report that progress is satisfactory and long 
may that continue.

Funders’ Report Jean Rainey & Mima McSwan

As you know we have been working on completing an application form 
to forward to ‘Adapt & Thrive’ in the hope of receiving a grant.

The form was finally completed on Monday 24 May, and submitted by 
email along the financial information that was requested. 

We received an acknowledgment from ‘Adapt & Thrive’ stating they 
would be in contact with us within 4 days. True to their word I received 
a call on 27 May and we had a telephone discussion with them on 
Friday 28 May. That is not to say they will approve our request for a grant, but simply allowed them the 
opportunity to discuss our grant application with them. So we hope and pray for the best outcome.

I am very grateful to the team members: Margaret Cassidy, Pam Martin & Eunice McInnes for their very 
willing help. In addition, my thanks go out to Jean Rainey, as she spent a considerable time gathering 
the financial information that was required by the assessors. To Stuart, who kindly took time to check 
over the document, ensuring that the responses matched the questions and amending as necessary. 
The document now reads well, and I do not think we could have improved on our application. 

As the grant request was for equipment to be hopefully installed in the sanctuary – only Stuart had the 
technical knowledge to explain our requirements and Kirkgate is grateful to all who gave their time and 
knowledge willingly.

Quotes

“A single sunbeam is enough to drive away many shadows.” ~ St. Francis of Assisi 

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know 

that summer is nigh.” (Matthew 24:32)
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You may remember that we had a retiring 
offering for this charity back in December 
2019. I thought you would be interested in this 
update from their website:

Aoife’s Sensory Bus all started from the life 
experiences of a beautiful, feisty little girl called 
Aoife who sadly died in December 2019. She is 
our inspiration and behind everything we have 
achieved so far. 
 
Aoife was diagnosed with a brain tumour when 
she was 16 months old and underwent several 
surgeries, 18 months of chemotherapy along 
with radiotherapy. She was part of a clinical trial 
at Great Ormond Street Hospital, London for 
almost two years. With all of these procedures 
and treatments Aoife’s development was 
affected and delayed. 
  
When Aoife was receiving treatment her family 
noticed the enormous positive impact that 
sensory equipment and interactive spaces had 
on her and other children.

Aoife’s Sensory Bus Update

With this in mind the family wanted to raise funds to provide a sensory and interactive learning 
environment for all of the pupils to use at Monkton Primary School. We wanted to give her an 
opportunity to go to school in her own village with all of her friends. 
  
This initial goal was achieved unbelievably quickly and the sensory room at Monkton Primary School is 
up and running. 
  
A great opportunity presented itself early on when we started the fundraising and after having 
a meeting with Stagecoach bus company, we were very kindly donated a bus. From this huge 
opportunity we continued to fundraise and decided to create an official charity to support our 
endeavours to make this succeed. 
  
We now continue to evolve to create “Aoife’s Sensory Bus.” The bus will be installed with a Sensory/
Interactive environment so it can travel around schools and communities in Ayrshire for even more 
children to benefit. The Sensory Bus will be utilised by children and young people with additional 
support needs within schools and local communities of Ayrshire. 

We’ve had a nice ending to our 2021 
Spring session, making Wedding 
invitations. The wedding which had to 
be cancelled during the first lockdown 
is now going ahead on the 12th of 
August. We wish the bride and groom 
well for a wonderful day to enjoy with 
their family and friends. 

We are going to take a break from 
making cards during the summer but 

we have over four hundred cards in 
stock so we will still be able to sell 
cards. Although we are slowing down 
a bit, if anyone needs a special card we 
will be happy to make to order. You can 
still contact any member of the group 
or phone Jean Hay on 01294 469986 or 
text 07436 111493. Thank you to all our  
customers and we hope it will be a 
sunny summer for everyone to enjoy.

Craft Team
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Jean Rainey, TreasurerTreasurer’s Report

Help us raise FREE 
funds for 

every time you shop online
Just search for us on easyfundraising.org.uk

4,200+ online stores will give us a free donation when 
you shop with them - at no cost to you!

Download the app 

Over £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causesOver £32 million raised 1.8 million users 150,000 causes2 million users

Ardrossan and Saltcoats Kirkgate Parish Church
The Foodbank is 
still in need of vital 
donations.

For more information 
on the Food Bank website at  
www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk 

THEY ARE IN DESPERATE NEED OF:  
tinned meats, or tinned chicken,  

tinned potatoes, tinned vegetables,  
tinned soup, baked beans, tinned 

spaghetti, tinned fruit, tinned custard,  
tinned rice pudding, biscuits, cereal,  
long life blue and green milk, pasta,  

pasta sauce and rice

SUPPORT KIRKGATE

smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003

Don’t forget you can raise extra funds for the church at Amazon Smile and at no 
extra cost to yourself and also on Easyfundraising.org.uk

The balances of Accounts as at 27th May 2021 were as follows: 

General Account: £16,704.75. 

Fabric Account: £12,204. This figure includes the £7,000 grant from All Churches Group towards our 
renovations in the sanctuary. 

The cottage account now stands at £4,339.10. 

The amount collected by standing order, cheques and collection for the month of April was as follows: 
S/o and cheques: £3,394; Collection through the plate: £1,253. 

We will be receiving invoices for payments during the summer for the sanctuary renovations and 
hopefully by the time we receive the magazine in September most of the work will be done. Fingers 
crossed! These payments will be made using the reserves we hold with the General Trustees and the 
Investor’s Trust. 

Again can I just say a huge thank you to all the members of our congregation who have kept up with 
their collections and made donations despite all the restrictions that we are facing just now. It is very 
much appreciated and allows all our bills to be paid as unfortunately they still have to be settled. At the 
moment we are keeping our heads above the water but I am aware that we will not be receiving much if 
anything in the way of hall rent or fundraising for a second year.

Thank you also to everyone who has sent me cheques or their envelopes which have I have credited to 
the bank.

If anyone wishes to take out a standing order please contact me either by phone on 01294 464933 or by 
email : treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Take care everyone and stay safe. Hope you all have a lovely summer with weather to match.

http://www.northayrshire.foodbank.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC023003
mailto:treasurer@kirkgatechurch.org.uk
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Afternoon Teas being enjoyed in Saltcoats and Ardrossan
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Afternoon Teas being enjoyed in Saltcoats and Ardrossan

A Loving Recipe for a Perfect Cup of Tea

One willing friend who loves to sit  and share

One grateful heart to have a friend that cares

One beautiful garden to show us God is near

Many wonderful memories of times shared throughout the years

Lots of smiles and laughter to brighten up our days

Many prayers that we prayed for each other along the way

We’re so blessed to have friends like you to share in everything we do.  
For one special friend sharing a special cup of tea truly makes this a perfect recipe.  

Anonymous
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Kirkgate Family - Keeping Connected

The Pastoral Team are working very hard behind the scenes. 
Please keep the team up-to-date with information about 
people who need pastoral care or support at this difficult time 
for everyone. Please don’t assume they already know - they 
would rather hear several times over than not at all. The main 
contacts for Pastoral Care are: 

Miss Alison Buick (01294 464531), 
Mrs Morag Forsyth (01294 463762), 
Mrs Evelyn Green (01294 469706), and 
Mrs Jennifer Fox (01294 465947).

If you would like to receive the 
Kirkgate Messenger by email 
(or know of any members who 
would like to pay the postage 
to receive a paper copy) then 
please send an email to:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.
uk and we’ll add you in to the 
mailing list for the next edition. 
Thank you.

“ The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking to reach out and 
touch folk wherever they are.......”

Evelyn Green, pastoral care co-ordinator;  
Nigel our minister, pastoral team and volunteer callers. 

I’m writng  this from Surrey during a torrential hail 
storm!

“Ne’er cast a cloot till May is oot” has never been 
more true!

The Pastoral Care Team and Volunteer Callers 
continue to keep in touch with those on their lists 
and this will continue over the summer. Hopefully 
Covid rules will allow for the Pastoral Team to meet 
up in September to discuss our way forward as our 
freedoms increase.

We continue to remember, support, and pray for 
those in our church family who are ill in hospital, 
unwell at home or in residential settings and those 
mourning the loss of a loved one. 

As always heartfelt thanks to all involved for their 
dedication and efforts to keep Kirkgate connected, 
truly a whole team effort! 

We are so thankful for Nigel’s steady hand guiding us 
through this work. 

Have a relaxing break over the summer and hoping 
for warmth, sunshine and happier, healthier times 
ahead. 

Every blessing,

mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
mailto:messenger%40kirkgatechurch.org.uk?subject=
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Keeping in touch with Kirkgate
SUNDAY / MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our Sunday Service is held in the church hall at 
10.30am, with a second service at 11.45am, and our 
midweek Thursday service is also at 10.30am. If you 
wish to attend you must reserve a seat in advance by 
calling Mima McSwan on 01294 602410 as our numbers 
are still limited. The 10.30am Sunday service is also 
streamed live via YouTube (link shown below or search 
for “Kirkgate Church”), with a recording available shortly 
afterwards. The pre-recorded audio service is also 
available via the Twilio phone service (01294 444201) 
and all main podcasting sites.

WEEKLY CHAT SESSION / PRAYER GROUP

Our weekly chat session via Zoom is now only being 
held on a Tuesday morning from 10.30am - 11.30am. 
It’s an informal meeting that anyone can join if you 
just want to blether with someone, whilst having your 
morning cuppa! You can join for a few minutes or stay 
for the hour - the choice is yours.

The monthly Prayer Group will now meet via Zoom on 
the first Monday of the month at 7pm. The first meeting 
will be on Monday 7th June. Please log in to Zoom if you 
would like to take part in this short time of prayer.

To join our Zoom meetings you can click/type this 
link (also available on the website): https://zoom.
us/j/6451764317?pwd=N3M1NTNOdkFTSklaOFJRbGtS
RVQzdz09

or visit www.zoom.us and click ‘join a meeting’, and 
entering in the following Meeting ID and passcode:

Meeting ID: 645 176 4317 
Passcode: 2021

You can also dial in to Zoom by 
phone if you don’t have access 
to a webcam. The number for 
that is 0131 460 1196 (calls 
charged at your usual rate for UK landline numbers - 
often free depending on your telephone service provider)

TWILIO PHONE SERVICE

Please remind anyone who maybe doesn’t have access 
to the internet that our Twilio phone service (01294 
444201) is available to them. 

There are three options available: Press 1 to listen to the 
weekly Sunday Service, Press 2 to listen to the latest 
Kirkgate: By Request programme or Press 3 to listen to 
the audiobook version of the Kirkgate Messenger. 

KIRKGATE: BY REQUEST

A specially extended June edition will 
be broadcast at 7pm on Sunday 6th 
June via the website, podcasting sites 
and the Twilio phone service. It will 
be split into three files for the phone 
service for ease of listening and to 
keep the calls shorter.

This will be the last Kirkgate: By 
Request programme for the time being, 
whilst Stuart frees up a bit of time 
and takes a well-earned rest. Thanks 
to everyone who has supported and 
listened to it over the past year.

On Sunday 
4th July, 
listen out for a 
special online 
Organ Recital 
including 
music played at 
the daily organ 
recitals in Kirkgate 
which were held 
as part of our 150th 
Anniversary back in 
July 2016.

USEFUL LINKS

Church website:  
www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Our Youtube Channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIwwo4IOYOP2LFph31_LvpQ

Please subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (free) to get alerts on any new 
content.
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Country Dance Club
Now that 8 people from 8 households can meet up 
outside we decided to get 8 people together to try some 
dancing. We met in a garden at Portencross on 21st May 
and had an enjoyable afternoon despite the weather 
that was dull and cold. No one had danced for over a 
year so our feet need to learn how to dance again and 
our brains to think dancing. We walked the dances 
rather than dance them, we did not give hands and 
made a few changes to some dances to make the more 
“new normal”. It was good fun and we had many laughs 
at the slowness of our brains thinking dancing again.

We hope to try this again and maybe we will soon be 
able to have more people meeting outside.

We are all looking forward to when the Country Dance 
Club will be able to meet as we used to in the hall but 
know that it will not be for some time yet.

We will all be starting dancing after a long break so 
when we do start it could be a good time for new 
members to come along.

Elizabeth Howie

Care & Share
Sadly, although restrictions are easing a bit we are still unable to open the 
Friday Lunch Club.  Once The Church of Scotland reviews the guidance and 
relaxes its regulations we will be able to make more definite plans to reopen.  
Hopefully this will become reality over the next few months.  I will be 
restocking the cupboard with non-perishable goods over the summer so we 
can be ready to go at short notice.  Fingers crossed all the volunteers don’t decide to go off on holiday 
at the same time!!  The Kirkgate website will be able to intimate our reopening and our community 
colleagues can spread the word out to the lunch clubbers. Please continue to pray for a positive future 
for the venture.

Plans for the shop are moving forward at a good pace.  The room in 
the Argyle Centre is almost ready and discussions are taking place 
with the Whitlees Centre and the Nazarene to help finalise the plans.  
They have been running for quite some time and know the pitfalls we 
might encounter.  No need to reinvent the wheel! Prior to launching 
the project there will be information on social media, in the local 
press and, again, word of mouth. Members can choose produce to suit their tastes at a much reduced 
cost. Hopefully this facility will help meet some of the needs in our community.

Once again I urge you to pray for our community ventures over the summer months. The success of 
these projects relies on your support. Enjoy your summer break, whatever form it may take.  

Love and blessings.   
Pam Martin 

Argyle Community Shop
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The Church of Scotland General Assembly for 2021 was held online for a second year. It opened on Saturday 
22 May and once again was facilitated via Zoom and the “Assembly Hub”. This year, more than 700 participants 
joined together remotely from across Scotland and around the world for the General Assembly. This year’s 
Lord High Commissioner was Prince William, Earl of Strathearn. Below is a brief summary from some of the 
committees.

The Church of Scotland General Assembly 2021

ASSEMBLY TRUSTEES
The Assembly Trustees reported on ‘A Year Like No Other’ 
which has ‘presented unprecedented challenges to each 
of us’, but praised the ‘resilience, support and love in the 
ministry of the church’.

Financially, the Trustees warned that the impact of the 
pandemic has been ‘stark’, with a reduction of about 
three per cent in ministries and mission contributions 
paid by congregations, and an acknowledgement that 
many congregations used their reserves to keep up their 
contributions.

Approval was received for the Overture Anent the Union 
of the Presbyteries of Annandale and Eskdale, Ardrossan, 
Ayr, Dumfries and Kirkcudbright, Irvine and Kilmarnock, 
and Wigtown and Stranraer, and that the Presbyteries 
shall be united on or before 30 September 2022 to form 
the Presbytery of the South West.

FAITH NURTURE FORUM
The Faith Nurture Forum, which combines the former 
Ministries and Mission and Discipleship Council, stated 
that it works ‘in a continual state of flux which brings its 
trials and frustrations’. In the past year staff and Forum 
members have proved themselves to be ‘adaptable, 
creative and committed’, and gratitude was expressed 
to people in Presbyteries and congregations who have 
assisted the work.

Applications for ministry were down in 2020 were down 
on the previous year, but 17 people were accepted for full-
time ministry, a further seven for ordained local ministry 
and one for the diaconate. In addition, 24 ministers of 
other denominations have gained certificates of eligibility 
to serve in the Church of Scotland since the General 
Assembly of 2019. 

Commissioners approved a “common sense” plan to 
reduce the number of full-time equivalent ministry posts 
to 600, a reduction of around 200 posts. Commissioners 
also agreed a target for the Church to have no more than 
60 charges vacant at any one time by the end of 2025.

As part of the above reductions, a new Presbytery Mission 
Plan Act was also approved.

SOCIAL CARE COUNCIL
The Social Care Council, which provides services 
as CrossReach, noted that Covid-19 ‘has tested 
the organisation in a number of ways and has had 
both personal and financial consequences which 
will continue to be felt for some time… it has 
required a significant, sustained and concentrated 
effort for all involved, but has demanded 
extraordinary dedication from those working on 
the front line’. 
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Friendship
We grow closer to each other

When we're closer to the Lord,

The common faith that we share

Binds our hearts in one accord

For friendships last a life time

When built on Jesus Christ,

Throughout each different season,

We find we are in life

So thank the Lord for giving you

A true and faithful friend,

To laugh with you, and cry with you,

On whom you can depend

For friends will stay no matter what,

Giving you support

And together your hearts truly unite

With the love of the Lord.

Friends are there through times of grief

And times when hope is gone,

Always there with encouragement

So we can carry on

© By M.S.Lowndes

The World Day of Prayer will meet for their 14th International Conference in Scotland in 
2022. The Conference will take place in Edinburgh at the John Macintryre Centre, Edinburgh 
University, which many of you will remember from previous General Assemblies.

Over the week 12th – 19th June 2022 the delegates will be meeting in Edinburgh following the 
theme:-  
 “New Heart, New Mind, Called to Hope”, based on the letter to Ephesians (1 v18).  
On arrival they will be gifted a welcome pack filled with items which will be useful during their stay.

One of the desired items for inclusion in the packs are prayer squares. Prayer squares are 5-inch squares, knitted 
or crocheted, that can function as a small version of prayer shawl –made in prayer, with prayer, for prayer. 

When knitting, please say a prayer thinking about those who will be at the international Meeting and WDP friends 
all over the worls. When the Scottish ccommittee meet together and place the squares in the bags and baskets, 
they will also pray for all the recipients. 

The following prayer will be pinned on the squares and it will also have a message on the back which says:  
“This was made by a Scottish friend who prayed for you”.

May this prayer square remind you 
That in your sleeping and waking 
Both in the day and in the night 

God will be with you.

Please send completed squares to Marjorie Paton, Muldoanich, Stirling Street, Blackford PH4 1QG  
Tel:01764 682234, email marjoriepaton.wdp@btinternet.com 

The World Day of Prayer - Knit a Prayer Square

WDP Scottish Committee Reg Charity No: SCO20446

Prayer Square
Using UK 8 needles and double knitting 
wool, cast on 17 stitches

Row 1-4 knit

Row 5- K2, P13,K2

Row 6 and every alternate row – K.

Row – 7,9,11,13,15 – K2, P5,K3,P5,K2

Row – 17,19,21 – K2,P2,K9,P2,K2

Row – 23,25 As Row 7

Row 27 – as row 5

Row 29-31 K Row 32 Cast off

With thanks to Buckhaven & Wemyss Parish Church 
Prayer Shawl Ministry for the use of their prayer.
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Kirkgate Crafters - Knit a Daffodil
As this is the last issue of the Messenger until after the summer, here is 
another project for us all to get stuck into!! 

We are thinking of a nice daffodil fall for the sanctuary at Easter so if you 
would like a wee change from red poppies to yellow daffodils this will 
keep you busy over the summer. 

We will still keep the poppies going as well as there isn't a date for 
finishing them yet. Once again thank you for all your hard work. Hope to 
catch up with you all soon.

Here is the pattern and some daffodils which I have already knitted to give 
you some idea of what they will look like.

Are you up for this challenge?

Daffodil Pattern
Size: 4mm Needles Yellow, Orange & White DK Wool

[Cast on 2 stitches.
Increase front and back of stitch at beginning of each row
till 11 stitches.
Break yarn and place on spare needle.]
Repeat from beginning 4 more times and you will now
have 5 petals.
Knit across all 5 petals 55 stitches.
Knit 2 rows.
Decrease;
K2 tog K1 across row (28 stitches).
K2 tog across row (14 stitches).
K2 tog across row (7 stitches).
Cut yarn, pull through and secure.
Sew a few stitches to join first and last petal.

Cast on 14 stitches.
Knit 4 rows.
Cast off tightly (these stitches will be at the bottom
of trumpet and will be stitched onto daffodil).
Join short sides together to form trumpet and sew
onto daffodil.

Daffodil

Trumpet

Fiona Liddell
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The Cracked Pot
A water bearer in India had two large pots. Each 
hung on an end of the same pole, which he 
carried across his shoulders. One of the pots had 
a crack in it, while the other pot was perfect and 
always delivered a full portion of water at the end 
of the long walk from the stream to the master’s 
house.

The cracked pot arrived only half full.

For two years this went on daily, with the bearer 
delivering only one-and-a-half pots of water to his 
master’s house. Of course, the uncracked pot was 
proud of its accomplishments, perfect to the end 
for which it was made. But the cracked pot was 
ashamed of its imperfection, and miserable that 
it was able to accomplish only half of what it had 
been made to do.

One day at the stream, after two years of what 
it perceived to be a bitter failure, the cracked 
pot spoke to the water bearer. “I am ashamed of 
myself, and I want to apologize to you.”

“Why?” asked the bearer. “What are you ashamed 
of?” “I have been able, for these past two years, to 
deliver only half my load because this crack in my 
side causes water to leak out all the way back to 
your master’s house.

Because of my flaws, you do all of this work, and 
you don’t get full value from your efforts,” the pot 
said.

The water bearer smiled, and in his wisdom said, 
“As we return to the master’s house, I want you 
to notice the beautiful flowers along the path.” 
Indeed, as they went up the hill the cracked pot 

took notice of the sun warming the beautiful wild 
flowers on the side of the path, and this cheered it 
some.

But at the end of the trail, it still felt bad because it 
had leaked out half its load, and so again the pot 
apologized to the bearer for its failure.

The bearer said to the pot, “Did you notice that 
there were flowers only on your side of the path, 
but not on the other pot’s side? That’s because I 
have always known about your flaw, and I took 
advantage of it. I planted flower seeds on your 
side of the path, and every day while we walk 
back from the stream, you’ve watered them. For 
two years I have been able to pick these beautiful 
flowers to decorate my master’s table. Without 
you being just the way you are, he would not have 
this beauty to grace his house.”

This story helps us remember that each of us has 
our own unique flaws – we are all cracked pots. 
But if we recognize it, we can use our flaws to 
bless others and ourselves. Nothing goes to waste. 
So, don’t be afraid of your flaws. Acknowledge 
them and you, too, can be the cause of beauty.

In our weaknesses we find our strength!



21

For your Amusement.......

PATIENCE
FAITHFULNESS
SEL-CONTROL
KINDNESS
GENTLENESS

PEACE
JOY
GOODNESS
LOVE
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POSITION NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE EMAIL

Minister Rev Nigel Chikanya
10 Seafield Drive, 
Ardrossan KA22 8NU

Tel: 01294 683379 
Mob: 07566 278132

NChikanya@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk Vivien Bruce
57 Dockers Gardens, 
Ardrossan KA22 8GB

01294 605113
sessionclerk@kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Deputy Session Clerk Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Pastoral Care See magazine article for contact details 

Organist, Rollkeeper, 
Data Protection, Website

Stuart McMahon
93 Montfode Drive, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PH

01294 603848

Treasurer Jean Rainey
12a Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AE

01294 464933

Gift Aid Convenor George Armstrong
46 Whitlees Court, Ardrossan 
KA22 7PD

01294 466867

Freewill Offering 
Envelopes

Moira Cooper
1A Bridgepark, Ardrossan 
KA22 8BQ

01294 468851

Acting Property 
Convenor

Mima McSwan
23 Springvale Court 
Saltcoats KA21 5LY

01294 602410

Safeguarding Convenors
Christine Ewing

210 Glasgow Street, 
Ardrossan KA22 8JS

01294 601700

Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Magazine Editor / 
Life & Work

Elizabeth McMahon
8 Kennedy Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NJ

01294 464428

Flower Convenor Chrissie Baillie
40 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 463903

The Guild
Secretary: 
Anne Hynd

42 Gladstone Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5LD

01294 464587

Keep Fit Group Solveig McCulloch
17 Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5AH

01294 465233

Craft Team Jean Hay
18 West Doura Avenue
Saltcoats KA21 5NS 

01294 469986

Country Dancing Elizabeth Howie
93 Argyle Road, Saltcoats 
KA21 5NE

01294 467881

Who’s Who in Kirkgate

Kirk Session Committees
PASTORAL CARE: 
Co-ordinator: Mrs Evelyn Green 
Miss Alison Buick; Mrs Moira Cooper; Mrs Jennifer Fox;  
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell; Mrs Solveig McCulloch;  
Mrs Elizabeth McCracken; Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Barbara McWilliam; 
Mrs Jean Rainey; Mrs Morag Forsyth (telephone contact elder); 
Co-opted - Mrs Isobel Passway (pastoral visitor); and  
Mrs Elizabeth McMahon.

PROPERTY: Acting Convener: Mima McSwan
Mrs Vivien Bruce; Mrs Jennifer Fox; Mrs Annabelle O’Hanlon; 
Mrs Pamela Martin; Mrs Maureen Hunter.

COMMUNICATION: Coordinator: Mr Stuart McMahon
Co-opted – Mrs Elizabeth McMahon (Magazine Editor).

CHURCH & COMMUNITY:  
Convener: Mrs Margaret Cassidy
Mr Andrew Bruce; Mrs Edith Murchie; Mr Ian Martin; 
Mrs Morag Forsyth

FUNDRAISING & SOCIAL:  
Mrs Eunice McInnes; Mrs Evelyn Green; Mrs Jean Rainey; 
Mrs Maureen Hunter; Mrs Fiona Liddell.  
Co-opted – Mrs Phyllis Armstrong; Mrs Jean Hay;  
Mrs Carol Gilmour. 

FINANCE: Convener: Mrs Jean Rainey
Members: Mrs Moira Cooper.
Co-opted: Mr George Armstrong.

Church Address: Chapelwell Street, Saltcoats KA21 5EA. Tel: 01294 472001

The Life & Work website 
is regularly updated with 
news and articles from 
around the country:

 www.lifeandwork.org

We are looking for folk to join our committees, particularly the Communications, Church & Community, and 
Finance Committees. Please speak to the Coordinators/Conveners or the Session Clerk for more information.



Cecchini’s  
Italian Restaurant  

Since 1985  

Cecchini’s Ayr  
72 Fort Street  
Ayr KA7 1EH  
01292 263607  
 

Cecchini’s Ardrossan 
Clyde Marina 

5 Dock Road, KA22 8DA 
01294 471700 

www.cecchinis.com  

   

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Ask your local pharmacist:  
You'll be taking good advice

6 Central Ave, Ardrossan  
 01294 464044
41 Glasgow St, Ardrossan  
 01294 601761
1 New Street, Dalry 
  01294 833644
19 Dockhead St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463342
41 Hamilton St, Saltcoats  
 01294 463524
Saltcoats Health Centre 
  01294 602134
13 New Street, Stevenston 
  01294 464259

Gallagher Pharmacy

42 DOCKHEAD STREET, SALTCOATS
Telephone: 462305

T. BAILLIE & SON
Butchers and Poulterers
Only Finest Home-Fed Beef  

and Lamb Stocked

2012 Scottish Black Pudding Champion
Silver Awards – 2010 and 2012 Speciality Burgers

2004 Best Beef Sausage in Scotland Champion

Tel: 01294 468753 Mob: 07717 796257 
Email: merlinbs7671@gmail.com

• Commercial
• Domestic   
• Industrial

Arthur Robertson 
Proprietor

David Robb Plumbing

All general  
plumbing 

work  
undertaken

Mobile: 07810 566480

ELECTRICAL

Scottish Building  
Standards Approved

A.W. BLAIR & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

Seabank Street 
Saltcoats

Tel: 468238  
(24 hour service)

www.funeral-ayrshire.co.uk

Service and Rest Rooms  
with ample private parking

Memorial Showroom at Canal Street
Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Day and Night Service
Member of National Association of Funeral Directors

For personal attention contact
Ian Blair, Dip.F.D., M.B.I.E.

EVERYTHING YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS IN ONE PLACE

   Supplies & Janitorial

Office Furniture

Workwear

Print & Promotional

IT & Software

 Copiers & Printers

 Web & Digital

www.activeoffice.co.uk tel. 01563 524255

CENTRAL TAXIS
24-hour service guaranteed
All contracts welcome

Telephone: 
46 46 46

7-seat people carrier  
and 6-seat minibuses available

Kirkgate Craft Team
• Wide range 

of handmade 
greetings cards

• Individual cards 
made to order

Come and help the Craft Team make cards

Every Tuesday in Kirkgate Church Hall, 
from 4pm-8pm www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk

Ardrossan & Saltcoats

kirkgate
CHURCHPARISH

Would you like  
to advertise with us?

Prices start at just  
£40 for a year’s  
advertising (9 issues).

Contact:  
messenger@kirkgatechurch.org.uk  
for more information.



29 Chapelwell Street 
Saltcoats KA21 5EB
Tel: 01294 607001

3 Lade Street 
Largs KA30 8AZ
Tel: 01475 670555

Email: info@funeral-scotland.co.uk
www.funeral-scotland.co.uk

24 Hour Service

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Memorial Showroom now open in Saltcoats

PAUL Stevenson
Established 1994

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Magazine produced by Kirkgate Parish Church - www.kirkgatechurch.org.uk. Registered Scottish Charity No: SC023003.

A FULL SERVICE LEGAL PRACTICE  
AND ESTATE AGENCY

PARKHOUSE
GARAGE Ltd·
Ayrshire Based Family Garage

Established 1935

• • Used CarsUsed Cars
• • TyresTyres
• • ExhaustsExhausts
• • MOTsMOTs
• • RepairsRepairs

Peter Piper

Weddings,  
Burns Suppers
and Other 
Celebrations

Tel: Peter Martin
01294 463313
07515 820619

Piping for all occasions
Sports & Rainwear

20/22 Hamilton Street
SALTCOATS

Tel: 01294 605977

No. 1 FOR SPORT

57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats. Tel: 01294 464301
85 Main Street, West Kilbride. Tel: 01294 829599
Unit 2, Douglas Centre, Brodick. Tel: 01770 302027
Dedicated Estate Agency:  
76 Princes Street, Ardrossan. Tel: 01294 602000

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

64 Parkhouse Road, Ardrossan,  
Ayrshire KA22 8AA
Tel: 01294 463654 

www.parkhousegarage.co.uk

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services


